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T  O 


The  Right  Honourable 

Sir  Robert  "W alpole, 

Firft  CommilBoner  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  Chancellor  and  Under- 
/Treafurer  of  the  Exchequer, 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  Mod  Ho¬ 
nourable  Privy  Council,  and 
Knight  of  the  Mod  Noble  Or¬ 
der  of  the  Garter. 


S  I  R, 

a  S  you  were  the  firft  who  pro- 
jTjL  moted  the  following  Work  in  a 
public  manner,  I  take  liberty  to  prefent 
it  to  the  Public  under  your  name,  and 
to  do  an  aft  of  acknowledgment  for  one 
of  generofity.  Be  pleafed  to  be  the  Pa¬ 
tron  of  a  Book  which  under  your  Pa¬ 
tronage  was  compofed.  It  is  natural  and 
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common  for  men  who  profefs  Letters, 
to  feek  the  countenance  and  prote&ion 
of  Men  of  Power ;  and  from  fuch  of 
them  as  to  greatnefs  of  fortune  were  hap¬ 
py  enough  to  join  greatnefs  of  mind, 
they  have  not  fought  in  vain. 


Power  without  Politenefs  and  Com¬ 
placency,  is  at  beft  diftafteful,  often 
hated  ;  amiable  when  it  knows  how  to 
condefcend.  It  is  thus  that  men  in  high 
Nations  avoid  envy  from  fuch  as  ftand 
below  them.  He  who  cannot  rife  to 
their  height,  finds  a  fort  of  retaliation 
and  amends  in  their  coming  down  to 
him.  No  man  is  pleafed  with  a  beha¬ 
viour  which  reprefents  him  as  contemp¬ 
tible.  To  make  us  think  well  of  our- 
felves,  by  another’s  fhewing  us  that  we 
are  well  thought  of  by  him,  is  a  gene¬ 
rous  and  artful  civility  :  a  leflon  which 
ftately  and  rebuking  men  want  to  learn. 
A  mean  man  of  great  quality  and  figure 
(for  fuch  incongruities  we  often  meet) 
teaches  others  to  fcorn  him,  by  his  fhew- 
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ing  that  he  fcorns  them.  Affability 
therefore,  accompanied  with  good  fen!e, 
which  will  always  guard  it  from  exceed¬ 
ing,  is  the  art  of  keeping  great  Splendor 
from  growing  offenfiye  to  the  reft  of  the 
world. 


I  t  muft  be  owned,  that  no  Affabi¬ 
lity,  even  the  moft  flowing  ;  no  Ge¬ 
nius,  even  the  moft  elevated,  can  efcape 
particular  diftaftes  :  and  from  the  diflike 
of  Perfons  to  that  of  Aftions  the  tranfi- 

tion  is  eafy  and  too  common.  Men  do 
* 

not  eafily  difcern  good  qualities  and  in¬ 
tentions  in  one,  to  whom  they  do  not 
with  well.  All  men,  even  thofe  of  the 
moft  unexceptionable  Characters,  are 
apt  to  form  their  judgment  over-haftily, 
when  their  paffions  are  warmed  :  and 
from  this  caufe  it  has  often  proceeded, 
that  the  inevitable  misfortunes  of  times 

and  accidents  have  been  charged  upon 
fuch,  whofe  intereft  and  ftudy  it  was  to 
prevent  them.  This  is  one  of  the  evils 
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Jino  uneafinehes  infeparabiy  attending  eve¬ 
ry  Adminiftration.  When  a  State  is  un¬ 
der  heavy  burdens  and  difficulties,  the 
means  to  relieve  and  fupport  it  will  be, 
almoft  always,  proportionably  heavy  : 
and  as  whatever  proves  heavy,  how- 
e\  er  neceifary,  is  eafily  called  Oppref- 
fion  ;  fo  the  hand,  which  adminifters  a 
remedy,  may,  merely  becaufe  it  is  felt, 
be  eafily  (tiled  oppreffive. 

.Besides  the  reafon  which  I  have  al¬ 
ready  given  for  this  Addrefs,  I  haveano- 
ther ;  one  taken  from  the  Character  of 
my  Author.  As  he  was  a  Man  of  Af¬ 
fairs,  a  great  Minifter,  I  chufe  to  pre¬ 
sent  him  to  another  :  to  one  who  having 
been  long  engaged  in  public  Life,  hav¬ 
ing  had  long  experience  of  men,  feen 
far  into  their  bent  and  foibles,  and  been 
con  veil  ant  with  the  myfteries  and  pri¬ 
mary  operations  of  Government  ;  can 
thence  readily  judge  whether  Tacitus 
has  refined  too  much  in  his  Politics,  or 

been 
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been  over*  fsvere  in  bis  Cenfuies  upon 
mankind  :  or  whether  this  charge  has 
not  been  chiefly  raifed  by  men  of  {pecu¬ 
lation,  who,  however  furnifhed  with 
Learning,  were  yet  unacquainted  with 
the  tranfadions  of  States,  and  ignciai.t 
of  human  nature ;  or  perhaps  willing  to 
do  honour  to  it,  or  to  themfelves,  at 
the  expence  of  Truth.  Men  are  to  be 
known,  not  by  Theories  tasten  up  in 
clofets,  but  by  Commerce  with  men  ; 
and  beft  of  all  in  thofe  great  feenes  of 
public  Life,  where  You,  Sir,  have  fuf- 
tamed,  for  fo  many  years,  a  high  <*nd 
important  part,  and  gained  eminent  ex¬ 
perience  as  well  as  the  juft  opinion  of 
great  Sufficiency. 


I  could  here,  agreeably  to  the  ufual 
ftyle  and  purpofe  of  Dedications,  fay  a 
great  many  advantageous  things,  without 
rifquing  the  ufual  cenfure  incurred  by 
Dedicators,  But  fuch  things  I  would 

much  rather  fay  of  you,  than  to  you. 

A  4  In 


..•  *  -  •  • ..  .  2 


III  ;  "TilJisagiP 


vui  DEDICATION. 

In  tins  place,  I  lhall  only  profels  to  be. 


what  I  intirely  am,  with  perfect  truth, 
and  high  regard, 


S  I  R, 


\  our  moil  obliged,  and  mod 


obedient  humble  Servant, 


T.  CORDON, 


advertisement 

TO  THE 

\ 

reader. 


IH  A  V  E  carefully  ccrredted  this  Second 
Edition  of  my  Tranflation  of  Tacitus, 
and  made  feveral  Alterations  in  it  *,  not 
in  the  Senfe,  about  which  I  am  not  con- 
icious  that  1  have  committed  any  miftakes, 
as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  but  in  the 
manner  of  Expreffion  in  particular  places, 
and  for  the  fake  of  Sound,  or  or  greater 
Clearnefs,  though  I  never  yet  heard  that 
Men  of  competent  difcernment  and  candour 
complained  of  any  obfcurity  in  the  whole 
Work  ;  and  no  language  whatever  will  make 
Tacitus  plain  to  vulgar  underftandings,  whe¬ 
ther  they  be  learned  or  unlearned.  It  is 
therefore  without  any  regard  to  fuch  that  I 
have  made  any  Alterations  j  but  merely  from 
my  own  opinion  and  tafte  upon  many  care¬ 
ful  reviews,  and  where  1  thought  I  could, 
without  departing  from  the  force,  concife- 
nefs,  and  manner  of  the  Original,  make 
fome  Phrafes  more  fuitable  to  an  Englifh  ear. 

I  have 
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I  have  indeed  little  complaifance  for  thole 
^ho  think  (if  any  who  underftand  him  can 
poffibly  think)  that  the  common  Engliih  Stile 
will  at  all  fuit  that  uncommon  Writer,  whefe 
Manner  is  as  peculiar  and  as  affecting  as  his 
_  ^^nghto.  His  Sentences  are  like  Proverbs, 
moit,  lively,  and  felf-evident.  Are  Pro- 
verbs,  upon  Subjeds  of  great  Dignity,  ufu- 
ahy  expteffed  in  the  ordinary  (train  ?  Are 
tfey  not  therefore  the  more  pathetic  and 
the  more  eafily  remembered,  becaufe  they 
aae  couched  in  a  particular  manner,  turned 
lometiiiiig  line  Poetry,  and  fometimes  in  an¬ 
tiquated  words  ?  Vv  hy  is  the  language  of  the 
Book  of  Job  and  of  Ifaiah  the  Prophet,  fo 
much  admirea  ?  Why  is  that  of  the  Pro¬ 
verbs  of  Solomon  ;  why  that  of  the  Wifdorn 
of  the  Son  of  Syrach  fo  much  applauded, 
but  that  the  beautiful  manner,  and  turn,  and 
vivacity,  as  well  as  the  meaning  of  the  Ori¬ 
ginal,  are  well  imitated  and  preferved  ? 
Would  they  not,  many  of  them  at  lead,  be 
(crangely  transfigured,  and  all  their  faint 
lOii,  m  the  flile  or  Dr.  Pnlotfon,  though 
very  fine  and  flowing  •,  or  in  that  of  Dr.  Bur¬ 
net,  late  Maker  of  the  Charterdioufe,  fo 
very  noble  and  pleafing  ?  I  will  venture  to 
fay,  that  I  have  not  expreffed  one  Phrafe  in 
tue  whoie  Pranflation,  more  remotely  irom 
the  common  way  than  many  of  thofe  Pro¬ 
verbs  and  Sayings  are  expreffed  ;  and  tho* 
they  be  fo  exprefied,  no  body  ever  called 
them  (tiff,  affedted,  or  obfcure  ? 


I  could 
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I  could  mention  fome  of  the  greateft  Men 
of  this  Age,  who,  convinced  by  fuch  Rea- 
fons,  and  having  a  perfedl  tafte  of  Tacitus-, 
that  is,  underftanding  him  as  aStatefman  as 
well  as  a  Writer,  were  utterly  againft  my 
making  any  Alterations  at  all  in  my  manner 
of  tranflating  him.  It  is  indeed  fuch  Judges 
and  Readers  as  thefe,  that  I  am  chiefly  fol- 
licitous  to  pleafe,  utterly  unmoved  (other- 
wife  than  to  fincere  companion)  by  foily^ 
and  anger,  and  railing,  under  the  name  of 
Criticifm.  Ignorance  and  ill-nature,  as  they 
are  real  misfortunes,  deferve  pity  *,  fo  does 
felf-conceit,  and  peevifhnefs,  and  railing ; 
and  I  would  much  rather  bear  bitternefs, 
and  rancour,  and  fpiteful  ufage,  than  find 
rnyfelf  capable  of  returning  them. 

I  have  all  reafon  to  be  well  fatisfied  with 
the  reception  which  the  following  vVoric 
hath  found  from  the  Public,  as  a  Book  fo 
large  and  dear  was  taken  off  fo  loon ;  for 
the  Second  Volume  was  not  pubiiihed  by 
Subfcription  *,  and  a  new  Edition  would 
have  been  wanted  much  fooner,  had  there 
not  been  another  printed  in  Ireland,  and 
many  of  that  Edition  fold  in  England  ;  and 
had  not  the  Difcourfes  been  tramlated  and 
retailed,  as  they  have  been  twice,  in  the 
French  Journals  abroad  and  at  home,  with 
fuch  a  charafter  and  commendations  as  would 
not  become  me  to  repeat. 


The 
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•  The^ea^er  will  forgive  me,  if  I  put  him 
in  mind,  that  the  manner  of  Expreffion, 
which  fome  have  objeded  to  in  this  Tranfla- 
ion,  01  being  fomewhat  uncommon,  occurs 
ut  here  and  there,  where  the  Maxims  and 
Reflections  of  Tacitus,  efpecially  in  his 
peeches,  feemed  to  me  to  require  it.  Some¬ 
times,  and  often  for  pages  together,  there 
is  little  or  no  variation  from  the  ufual  me¬ 
thod  of  ranging  words ;  as  may  be  plainly 
lien  in  the.  narrative  parts  of  the  Work 
more  particularly  in  the  Hiftory  and  two 
iublequent  Treatifes,  where  the  Stile  every 
wnere  differs  more  or  lefs,  from  that  of  the 
Annals.  But  this  is  what  fmall  Cenfurers 
uo  not,  perhaps  cannot,  obferve,  however 

o  vious  it  be.  Some  of  them  have  ventured 

to  nnd  fault  without  ever  reading  the  Tran- 
Hation,  or  being  capable  of  reading  the  Ori¬ 
ginal.  Such  Cenfurers  are  always  the  moft 
common,  moft  forward,  moft  bitter  and 
clamorous,  fuch  as  even  the  belt  Writers 
never  elcaped,  and  fuch  as  even  the  worffc 
have  no  caufe  to  fear.  Spiteful,  foolilh,  and 
i)ing  cenfures  feldom  live  above  a  day,  nor 
can  the  pains  taken  to  revive  and  retail  them, 
extend  their  exiftence  much  longer 


Neglect  is  the  beft  anfwer  to  what  nothing 
u,an  anfwer  can  keeP  alive,  I  mean  mife- 

fmc  pedantry  an<^  caviHing,  virulence  and 
xaiuncation  \  Treatment,  which  the  moft 


unex- 
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unexceptionable  Writings  generally  meet 
with  from  narrow  and  envious  minds,  whofe 
rule  and  pradtice  it  is  to  be  angry  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  moft  candid  and  difcerning 
are  pleafed :  An  unhappy  Spirit !  which  thus 
punifhes  and  tortures  itfelf  lor  its  own  ran¬ 
cour  and  defers,  and  which  therefore  from 
my  foul  I  pity,  as  much  as  from  my  foul  I 
honour  an  oppofite  fpirit,  guided  by  realon 
and  humanity,  and  every  amiable  quality. 

Authors,  who,  as  they  write  to  all  the 
world.  Hand  expofed  to  the  mercy  and  feve- 
rity  of  every  one  in  it,  mull  have  as  little 
fenfe  as  fatisfadtion,  were  they  to  feel  or 
even  to  mind  what  every  ignorant,  conceit¬ 
ed,  or  malignant  Reader  fays  of  them  :  For, 
every  Reader  will  be  apt  to  offer  his  Senti¬ 
ments  ;  and  as  judgment,  good-nature  and 
candour,  are  qualities,  I  doubt,  not  found 
in  the  majority,  at  leaft  in  fuch  abundant 
meafure  as  folly,  bitternefs  and  envy,  it  is 
Great  odds  but  he  who  writes  is  mifrepre- 
fented  and  reviled,  efpecially  if  his  Writings 
be  efteemed  and  commended.  I  never  yet 
knew  any  Work  well  received,  which  was 
not  likewife  traduced,  nor  Cavillers  want¬ 
ing  to  carp  at  what  the  ableft  Judges  had 
approved. 

That  man  can  never  be  happy,  whofe  tem¬ 
per  is  at  the  mercy  others,  that  is,  liable  to 

be  ruffled  by  them,  as  I  have  found  it  fome- 

where 
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where  obferved,  I  think  by  Mr.  de  Wit  • 
and  it  1S  purfuing  our  true  intereff,  as  well 
as  it  is  true  wifdom,  calmly  to  bear  rancour 
and  obloquy.  Balfac,  who  fays,  ‘  That  the 
Liceis  written  againft  him,  were  enough 
to  make  a  fmall  Library,’  fcorned  to  fup- 

prefs  them  .when  he  might ;  ‘  but  took  de¬ 
light  to  jee  the  number  increafe,  and  a 
heap  railed  Iroin  the  many  ftones  caft  at 
*  Mr.  Addifon,  who  quotes  this, 

lays,  4  That  he  admired  an  Author  for  iuch 
a  temper  oi  mind  as  enables  him  to  bear 
u adder v ed  leproach  without  Refentment, 
ijiore  than  lor  all  the  Wit  oi  anvthe  fineft 
‘  fatirical  Reply.’  ' 

In  tranflating  Tacitus,  an  Author  fo  fin- 
guiar  for  Vv  ifdom  and  Energy,  I  iludied  to 
convey  his  Senfe  fully  and  clearly,  and  as 
near  his  manner  as  the  different  Idioms  of 
Ladn  and  -c-nghlli  would  let  me  ^  and  I  have 
the  pleafure  to  find  my  Translation  approved 
by  many  of  the  greatefb  Men  living,  for 
Knowledge  and  Dignity.  It  is  impoffible, 
in  any  Work,  to  pleafe  all,  though  all  who 
can  read  will  pretend  to  judge ;  and  as  fuch 
who  make  the  foolilheft  and  falfeft  judgment, 
are  not  therefore  the  lefs  fond  of  it,  the  belt 
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tend  it,  and  their  Approbation,  when  they 
give  it,  carries  with  it  a  condemnation  and 
prohibition  of  all  trifling,  abfurd,  and  _  paf- 
iionate  cenfurers,  at  leatt  brands  and  dilables 
them. 

As  to  the  inverting  and  tranfpofing  of 
Words,  blamed,  by  Come  in  this  Tranflation 
(chiefly  by  Dealers  in  Words)  it  is  fo  natural, 
and  therefore  fo  ufual  in  all  pathetic  W rit- 
ing  and  Speaking,  that  it  is  to  be  lound, 
fometimes  frequently,  in  all  our  ableft  Writ¬ 
ers,  and  beft  Orators  •,  in  Mr.  Hobbes,  and 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh  (two  Authors,  whofe 
Stile,  like  their  Genius,  is  fo  dear  _  and 
ftrong)  in  Mr.  Dryden,  (whofe  Profe  is  as 
beautiful  as  his  Poetry)  Dr.  Tiliotfon,  Dr. 
Atterbury,  Lord  Clarendon,  the  famous 
Earl  of  Strafford,  and  many  others,^  who  in 
their  Writings  and  Speeches  fall  often  into 
fuch  Tranfpofltions— ‘  To  your  Majefty  it  is 
‘  well  known.— To  the  willing  no  injury 
‘  is  done.— A  war  there  muft  be.— From 
‘  the  two  principal  parts  of  man,  reafon  and 
c  paflion,  there  arifeth,  &c.— -Juft  had  been 
‘  the  Indignation  of  the  Honourable  Houfe, 
‘  &c.— juft  would  be  your  Lordlhips  moft 
‘  fevere  cenfure,  &c. ---Hard  is  my  fate,  &c.’ 

From  thefe  and  a  thoufand  other  inftances 
•  of  the  like  fort,  it  will  be  obvious  to  every 
intelligent  and  candid  Reader,  how  ufual 
fuch  Tranfpolltion  is,  and  that  it  is  grown  as 

familiar 
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familiar  as  the  contrary  way  of  fpeaking  and 
writing,  elpecially  where  the  matter  is  very 
grave  and  intended  to  affeft,  and  where  the 
Sentences  are  fhort,  and  the  Senfe  clofe. 
How  often  it  is  to  recur,  no  rule  can  be 
fixed  ;  in  it  therefore  the  Writer  or  Speaker 
muft  be  directed  by  his  Judgment,  his  Ear, 
and  the  ^ubjeft.  Whenever  it  occurs  na- 
tura  ly,  as  fometimes  it  certainly  does,  it 
would  be  Affectation,  or  want  of  Tafte,  to 
omit  it .  That  the  Sublime  arifes  from  the 
Mariner  as  well  as  from  the  Matter,  is,  I 
think,  not  to  be  denied. 


F  When  I  publifh  my  Tranflation  of  Salluft, 
which  I  have  done  in  a  different  manner  from 
that  of  Tacitus,  becaufe,  their  manner  is  dif¬ 
ferent,  I  fhall  perhaps  offer  fome  more  Ob- 
fervations  upon  Stile,  which  I  find  is  far 
from  being  generally  underftood,  though  fo 
many  pretend  to  be  judges  of  it. 
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Enumeration  of  the  feveral  changes  hi  the  Government 
cf  Rome.  The  State  of  Rome  under  Auguilus  ;  his 
■ politicks ,  death  and  character  \  with  the  arts  and 
dffunulation  A  Tiberius.  Revolt  of  the  Legions  in 
Pannonia ,  and  in  Germany ,  the  Conduct  of  Gcr- 
manicus  upon  that  occafon,  and  alfo  againjt  the 
common  enemyy  with  his  fuccefs  and  victories,  d.  he 
death  and  character  of  Julia,  daughter  of  Auguftus  : 
Plays  inflitutd  in  h:s  honour.  Germanicus  makes 
antoher  expedition  againf  the  German*  nations ,  and 
juh dues  them  \  f  ees  Segeftes  from  the  violence  cf 
Arminius,  and  is  for  his  exploits  fa  luted  ]  mperator  ; 
continues  the  war  in  Germany ,  recovers  and  buries 
the  remains  of  Varush'  Legions*  The  difficulties* 
which  bcfel  Caecina  in  his  march  ^  with  his  bravery, 
and  fuccefs  in  overcoming  Poem.  The  law  cf  violate  a 

Majefiy ,  greatly  extended  and  fever ely  executed. 

Vol.  I,  B  An 
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An  Inundation  from  the  Tiber.  Licentioufnefs  of 
the  Theatres ,  and  the  infolence  of  Players ,  checked 
by  a  Decree  of  Senate.  Meafures  propofed  for  re - 
firaining  the  overflowing  of  the  Tiber,  but  oppofed 
by  feveral  Communities  of  Italy.  Tiberius  feldom 
changes  the  Governors  of  Provinces,  and  why.  His 
dark  and  crafty  conduit  upon  the  Election  of  Magi - 
flrates  at  Rome . 

KINGS  were  the  original  Magiftrates  of 
Rome.  Lucius  Brutus  founded  Liberty 
and  the  Confulfhip.  Dictators  were  cho- 
fen  only  in  prefling  exigencies.  Little  more  than 
two  years  prevailed  the  fupreme  power  of  the  De- 
cemvirate  ;  and  the  confular  jurifdicfion  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  T ribunes,  not  very  many.  The  domination 
of  Cinna  was  but  fhort ;  that  of  Sylla  not  long. 
The  authority  of  Pompey  and  CrafTus  was  quickly 
fwallowed  up  in  Caefar  ;  that  of  Lepidus  and  An¬ 
thony  in  Auguftus.  The  Common-wealth,  then 
long  diftrefled  and  exhaufted  by  civil  diftentions, 
fell  eafily  into  his  hands,  and  over  her  he  affumed 
fovereign  dominion,  foftened  with  the  popular  title 
of  Prince  of  the  Senate.  But  the  feveral  revolutions 
in  the  ancient  free  Hate  of  Rome,  and  all  her  happy 
or  difaftrous  events,  are  already  recorded  by  W ri- 
ters  of  fignal  renown.  Nor,  even  in  the  reign  of 
Auguftus,  were  there  wanting  authors  of  diftindfion 
and  genius  to  have  compofed  his  ftory,  till  by  the 
prevailing  fpirit  of  flattery  and  abafement,  they  were 
checked.  As  to  the  fucceeding  Princes,  Tiberius, 
Caligula,  Claudius  and  Nero  ;  the  dread  of  their 
tyranny,  whilft  they  yet  reigned,  falfifled  their  hi- 
ftory  ;  and  after  their  fall,  the  frefh  deteftation  of 
their  cruelties  inflamed  their  Hiftorians.  Hence 
my  own  delign  of  recounting  briefly  certain  inci¬ 
dents  in  the  reign  of  Auguftus,  chiefly  towards  his 
latter  end,  and  of  entering  afterwards  more  fully 
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into  that  of  Tiberius  and  the  other  three,  unbiased 
by  any  refentment,  or  any  affedtion,  the  influences 
of  fuch  perfonal  paffions  being  far  from  me. 

When  after  the  fall  of  Brutus  and  Caffius  there 
remained  none  to  fight  for  the  Common-wealth, 
and  her  arms  were  no  longer  in  her  own  hands  ; 
when  Sextus  Pompeius  was  utterly  defeated  in  Si¬ 
cily,  Lepidus  bereft  of  his  command,  Mark  An¬ 
thony  flain  ;  and  of  all  the  chiefs  of  the  late  Dicta¬ 
tor's  party,  only  Octavius  his  nephew  was  left ;  he 
put  off*  the  invidious  name  of  Triumvir,  and  (tiling 
himfelf  Conful,  pretended  that  the  jurifdidtion  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Tribunefhip  was  his  highefl  aim,  as 
in  it  the  protection  of  the  populace  was  his  only 
view.  But  when  once  he  had  fecured  the  Soldiery 
by  liberality  and  donations,  gained  the  People  by 
(tore  of  provifions,  and  charmed  all  by  the  bleilings 
and  fweetnefs  of  publick  peace,  he  began  by  politick 
gradations  to  exalt  himfelf,  and  with  his  own  power 
to  confolidate  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  Magiftrate,  and  weight  and  force  of 
the  Laws  ;  ufurpations,  in  which  he  was  thwarted 
by  no  man ;  all  the  moft  determined  Republicans 
had  fallen  in  battle,  or  by  the  late  fanguinary  Pro- 
fcriptions ;  and  for  the  furviving  Nobility,  they 
were  covered  with  wealth,  and  diftinguifhed  with 
publick  honours,  according  to  the  meafure  of  their 
debafement,  and  promptnefs  to  bondage.  Add* 
that  all  who  in  the  lofs  of  publick  freedom  had 
gained  private  fortunes,  preferred  a  fervile  condi¬ 
tion,  fafe  and  poffefled,  to  the  revival  of  ancient 
Liberty  with  perfonal  peril.  Neither  were  the 
Provinces  averfe  to  the  prefent  Revolution  ;  lince, 
under  the  Government  of  the  People  and  Senate, 
they  had  lived  in  conftant  fear  and  miftruft,  from 
the  raging  competition  among#  our  Grandees,^  as 
well  as  from  the  rapine  and  exactions  of  our  Magi- 
itrates.  In  vain  too  had  been  their  appeal  to  the 
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Laws,  which  were  utterly  enfeebled  and  borne 
down  by  violence,  by  parties  ;  nay,  even  by  fub- 
ornation  and  money. 

Moreovei,  Auguffus,  to  fortify  his  domination 
v/ith  collateral  bulwarks,  raifed  his  filler’s  foil 
Claudius  Marcellus,  a  perfect  youth,  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  Pontiff  and  that  of  Edile  ;  preferred  Marcus 
Agrippa  to  two  fucceffive  Confulfhips,  a  man  in 
truth  meanly  born,  but  an  accomplifhed  foldier,  and 
tne  companion  of  his  victories ;  and  ( Alarcell  us, 
the  hufband  of  Julia,  foon  after  dying)  chofe  him 
for  his.  fon-in-law.  Even  the  Ions  of  his  wife, 
bonus  Neio  and  Claudius  Orufus,  he  dignified  with 
high  military  titles  and  commands  3  "though  his 
home  was  yet  fupported  by  defcendants  of  his  own 
blood.  For  into  the  Julian  family  and  name  of 
the  Csefars  he  had  already  adopted  Lucius  and 
Cains,  the  fons  of  Agrippa  3  and  though  they  were 
but  children,  neither  of  them  feventeen  years  old, 
vehement  had  been  his  ambition  to  fee  them  de¬ 
clared  Princes  of  the  Roman  Youth,  and  even  de- 
iigned  to  the  Confulfhip  3  while  openly  he  was 
protesting  againft  admitting  thefe  early  honours. 
Prefently  upon  the  deceafe  of  Agrippa,  were  thefe 
his  children  fnatched  away,  either  by  their  own 
natural,  but  hafty  fate,  or  by  the  deadly  fraud  of 
their  ffep-mother  Livia  3  Lucius  on  his  journey  to 
command  the  armies  in  Spain,  Caius  in  his  return 
from  Armenia,  ill  of  a  wound.  And  as  Drufus* 
one  of  her  own  fons,  had  been  long  fince  dead, 
Tiberius  remained  foie  candidate  for  the  fucceflion. 
Upon  this  objedf  centered  all  princely  honours  3  he 
was  by  Auguffus  adopted  for  his  fon,  affumed  Col- 
legue  in  the  Empire,  partner  in  the  jurifdidtion  tri- 
bunitiaJ,  and  prefen  ted  under  all  thefe  dignities  to 
the  feveral  armies  ;  inffances  of  grandeur  which 
were  no  longer  derived  from  the  fecret  fchemes  of 
his  mother,  as  in  times  paft,  while  her  hufband 
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bad  unexceptionable  heirs  of  his  own,  but  thence¬ 
forth  bellowed  at  her  open  fuit.  For  as  Auguftus 
was  now  very  aged,  fhe  had  obtained  over  him 
fiich  abfolute  fway,  that  for  her  pleafure  he  bani fir¬ 
ed  into  the  file  of  Planafia  his  only  furviving  grand- 
fon  Agrippa  Poftumus,  deftitute,  in  truth,  of  laud¬ 
able  accomplifhments,  in  his  temper  untradlable, 
and  flupidlv  conceited  of  his  mighty  ftrength,  but 
branded  with  no  mifdemeanour  or  trail  fgreffiom 
The  Emperor  had  withal  fet  Germanicus,  the  fon 
of  Drufus,  over  eight  legions  quartered  upon  the 
Rhine,  and  obliged  Tiberius  to  adopt  him,  though 
Tiberius  had  then  a  fon  of  his  own,  one  of  compe¬ 
tent  years.  But  it  was  the  fludy  of  Auguftus,  to 
fecure  himself  and  the  fucceffion  by  variety  of  flays 
and  engraftments.  War  at  that  time  there  was 
none,  except  that  in  Germany,  kept  on  foot  rather 
to  abolifh  thedifgrace  fuftained  by  Quintilius  Varus, 
there  flain  with  his  army,  than  from  any  ambition 
to  enlarge  the  Empire,  or  for  any  other  valuable 
advantage.  In  profound  tranquillity  were  affairs  at 
Rome.  .To  the  Magiftrates  remained  their  wonted 
names ;  of  the  Romans  the  younger  fort  had  been 
born  fince  the  battle  of  Afilium,  and  even  mod  of 
the  old  during  the  civil  wars  :  How  few  were  then 
living  who  had  feen  the  ancient  free  ftate  ! 

C_' 

The  frame  and  ceconomv  of  Rome  being  thus 

j  O 

totally  overturned,  amongft  the  Romans  were  no 
longer  found  any  traces  of  their  primitive  fpirit,  or 
attachment  to  the  virtuous  inftitutions  of  antiquity. 
But  as  the  equality  of  the  whole  was  extinguished 
by  the  fovereignty  of  one,  all  men  regarded  the 
orders  of  the  Prince  as  the  only  rule  of  condudt  and 
obedience  j  nor  felt  they  any  anxiety,  while  Au¬ 
guftus  yet  retained  vigour  of  life,  and  upheld  the 
credit  of  his  adminiftration  with  publick  peace,  and 
the  imperial  fortune  of  his  houfe.  But  v/hen  he 
became  broken  with  age  and  infirmities  3  when  his 
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end  was  at  hand,  and  thence  a  new  fource  of  hopes 
and  views  was  prefented,  fome  few  there  were  who 
began  to  reafon  idly  about  the  bleffings  and  recovery 
of  Liberty ;  many  dreaded  a  civil  war,  others  longed 
for  one ;  while  far  the  greatefl  part  were  uttering 
their  feveral  apprehenfions  of  their  future  maffers ; 
44  that  naturally  Hern  and  favage  was  the  temper 
<c  of  Agrippa,  and  by  his  publick  contumely  en~ 
raged  into  fury ;  and  neither  in  age  nor  experi- 
“  ence  was  he  equal  to  the  weight  of  Empire.  Ti- 
**  berius  indeed  had  arrived  at  fulnels  of  years,  and 
i(  was  a  diflinguifhed  captain,  but  pofTefied  the  in- 
veterate  pride  entailed  upon  the  Claudian  race ; 
and  many  indications  of  a  cruel  nature  efcaped 
him,  in  fpite  of  all  his  arts  to  difguife  it;  befidesr 
that  from  his  early  infancy  he  was  trained  up  in 
**  a  reigning  houfe,  and  even  in  his  youth  inured  to 
“  an  accumulation  of  power  and  honours,  conful- 
“  fhips  and  triumphs.  Nor  during  the  feveral  years- 
“  of  his  abode  at  Rhodes,  where,  under  the  plau- 
fible  name  of  retirement,  a  real  banifhment  was 
covered,  did  he  exercife  other  occupation  than 
“  that  of  meditating  future  vengeance,  fludying 
the  arts  of  treachery,  and  pracfifing  fecret  and 
<c  abominable  fenfualities.  Add  to  thefe  confldera- 
tions,  that  of  his  mother,  a  woman  infpired  with 
“  all  the  tyranny  of  herfex;  that  the  Romans  muff 
44  be  under  bondage  to  a  woman,  and  moreover 
“  enthralled  by  two  youths,  who  would  hrfl  com- 
<c  bine  to  opprcfs  the  State,  then  falling  into  dif- 
fenfion,  rend  it  piece- meal.” 

While  the  Publick  was  engaged  in  thefe  and  the 
like  debates,  the  illnefs  of  Auguflus  daily  increafed, 
and  fome  ffrongly  fufpedted  the  peflilent  practices 
of  his  wife.  For  there  had  been,  fome  months  be¬ 
fore,  a  rumour  abroad,  That  Auguflus,  having 
fingled  out  a  few  of  his  mofl  faithful  fervants,  and 
taken  Fabius  Maximus  for  his  only  companion,  had 

failed 
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failed  fecretly  over  to  the  Ifland  of  Planafia,  there 
to  vifit  his  Grandfon  Agrippa ;  that  many  tears 
were  fhed  on  both  fides,-  many  tokens  of  mutual 
tendernefs  fhewn,  and  hopes  from  thence  conceived, 
that  the  unhappy  youth  would  be  reftored  to  his 
own  place  in  his  Grandfather  s  family  1  That  Maxi¬ 
mus  had  difclofed  it  to  Martia,  fhe  to  Livia ;  and 
thence  the  Emperor  knew  that  the  fecret  was  be¬ 
trayed  :  That  Maximus  being  foon  after  dead  (dead, 
as  it  was  doubted',  through  fear,  by  his  own  hands) 
Martia  was  obferved,  in  her  lamentations  and 
groans  at  his  funeral,  to  accufe  herfelf  as  tne  fad 
caufe  of  her  hufband’s  deftrudtion.  Whatever 
truth  was  in  all  this,  Tiberius  was  fcarce  entered 
Ulyricum  but  he  was  haftily  recalled  by  his  mother’s 
letters.-  Nor  is  it  fully  known  whether,  at  his.  re¬ 
turn  to  Nola,  he  found  Auguftus  yet  breathing, 
or  already  breathlefs.  For  Lrivia  had  carefully  befet 
the  palace,  and  all  the  avenues  to  it,  with  detach¬ 
ments  of  the  guards  ;  and  good  news  of  his  recovery 
were  from  time  to  time  given  out.  When  ffie  had 
taken  all  meafures  neceflary  in  fo  great  a  con¬ 
juncture,  in  one  and  the  fame  moment  was  pub- 
fifhed  the  departure  of  Auguitus,  and  the  accefliorr 
of  Tiberius. 

The  firft  feat  of  this  new  reign  was  the  murder" 
of  young  Agrippa.  The  aflaflin,  a  bold  and  de¬ 
termined  Centurion,  found  him  deftitute  of  arms, 
and  little  apprehending  fuch  a  deftiny,  yet  was 
fcarce  able  to  difpatch  him.  Of  this  tranfadtion 
Tiberius  avoided  any  mention  in  the  Senate.  He 
would  have  it  pafs  for  done  by  the  commands  of 
Auguftus  ;  as  if  he  had  tranfmitted  written  orders 
to  the  Tribune  who  guarded  Agrippa,  “  to  flay 
“  him  the  inftant  he  heard  of  his  Grandfather’s  de- 
“  ceafe.”  It  is  very  true,  that  Auguftus  had  made 
many  and  vehement  complaints  of  the  young  man’s 
obftinate  and  unruly  demeanour,  and  even  folicited 
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from  the  Senate  a  Decree  to  authorize  his  banifli- 
ment ;  but  ne  had  never  hardened  himfelf  ap-ainfl 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  nor  in  any  inftance  dipt 
his  hands  in  his  own  blood  ;  neither  is  it  credible 
that  he  would  facrifice  the  life  of  his  grandfon 
for  the  fecurity  and  eftablifhment  of  his  fc  - 
fon.  Moie  probable  it  is,  that  this  hafty  murder 
was  purely  the  work  of  Tiberius  and  Livia ; 
that  the  young  prince,  hated  and  dreaded  by  both, 
fell  thus  untimely,  to  rid  the  one  of  his  apprehen- 
iions  and  a  rival,  and  to  fatiate  in  the  other  the 
rancorous  fpirit  of  a  ftep-mother.  When  the  Cen- 
tunon,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  army,  ac¬ 
quainted  Tiberius,  44  that  his  commands  were  ex- 
ecuted  he  anfwered,  44  he  had  commanded  no 
iuch  execution,  and  the  Centurion  mufl  appear 
cc  before  the  Senate,  and  for  it  be  anfwerable  to 
44  them.”  This  alarmed  Salluftius  Crifpus,  who 
fhared  in  all  his  fecret  counfels,  and  had  lent  the 
Centurion  the  warrant ;  he  dreaded  that  he  fhould 
be  arraigned  for  the  affalTmation,  and  knew  it 
equally  perilous  either  to  confefs  the  truth,  and 
charge  the  Emperor;  orfalflyto  clear  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  and  accufe  himfelf.  Hence  he  had  recourfe  to 
Livia,  and  warned  her,  44  never  to  divulge  the  fe- 
44  crets  of  the  palace,  never  to  expofe  to  publick 
44  examination  the  minifters  who  advifed,  nor  the 
44  foidiers  who  executed.  Tiberius  fhould  beware 
44  of  relaxing  the  Authority'  o'f  the  Prince,  by  re- 
44  ferring  all  things  to  that  of  the  Senate  ;  fince  it 
44  was  the  indifpenfible  Prerogative  of  Sovereignty, 
44  for  all  men  to  be  accountable  to  one.” 

Now  at  Rome,  Confuls,  Senators,  and  Roman 
Knights,  were  all  milling  with  emulation  into  bon¬ 
dage  ;  the  higher  the  quality  of  each,  the  more  falfe 
and  forward  the  men  ;  all  careful  fo  to  frame  their 
faces,  as  to  reconcile  falfe  joy  for  the  acceffion  of 
Tiberius,  with  feigned  fadnefs  for  the  lofs  of  Au- 
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guflus.  Hence  they  intermingled  tears  with  glad- 
nefs,  wailings  with  gratulations,  and  all  with  ler- 
vile  flattery.  Sextus  Pompeius  and  Sextus  Apu- 
leius,  at  that  time  Confuls,  took  firft  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  Tiberius,  then  adminiftred  it  to  Seius 
Strabo  and  Cains  Turranius,  the  former  Captain 
of  the  Pretorian  Ouards,  the  other  Intendant  of  the 
public  flores.  The  oath  was  next  given  to  the 
Senate,  to  the  People,  and  to  the  Soldiery,  all  by 
the  fame  Confuls.  For  Tiberius  affected  to  derive 
all  publick  tranfaclions  from  the  legal  miniflry  of 
the  Confuls  ;  as  if  the  ancient  Republick  flill  fub- 
fifled,  and  he  were  yet  unrefolved  about  embracing 
the  fovereign  rule.  He  even  owned  in  his  Edidt 
for  fum moning;  the  Senate,  that  he  iflued  it  by  virtue 
of  the  Tribunitial  power,  granted  him  under  Au- 
guftus.  The  Edidl  too  was  fhort,  and  unexception¬ 
al/  modefl.  It  imported,  that,  cc  they  were  to 
“  confider  of  the  funeral  honours  proper  to  be  paid 
€k;  his  deceafed  Father ;  for  himfelf  he  would  not 
depart  from  the  corps  ;  and  further  than  this 
“  edidl  implied,  he  claimed  no  fhare  in  the  public 
“  adminiflration.”  Yet  from  the  moment  Au- 
guflus  was  dead,  he  ufurped  all  the  prerogatives  of 
imperial  State,  gave  the  word  to  the  Pretorian  Co¬ 
horts,  had  foldiers  about  the  palace,  guards  about 
his  perfon,  went  guarded  in  the  Street,  guarded  to 
the  Senate,  and  bore  all  the  marks  of  Majefty. 
Nay,  he  writ  Letters  to  the  feveral  Armies  in  the 
undifguifed  flyle  of  one  already  their  Prince;  nor 
did  he  ever  hefitate  or  fpeak  with  ambiguity  about 
it,  but  when  he  fpoke  to  the  Senate.  The  chief 
caufe  of  his  referve  and  obfcurity  there  proceeded 
from  his  fear  of  Germanicus.  He  dreaded  that  he* 
v/ho  was  mailer  of  fo  many  Legions  of  numberlefs 
Auxiliaries,  and  of  all  the  Allies  of  Rome  ;  he,  who 
was  the  darling  of  the  people,  might  wifh  rather  to 
poflefs  the  Empire,  than  to  wait  for  it.  He  like- 
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wife  aimed  at  falfe  glory,  and  would  rather  Teem 
by  the  Commonwealth  chofen  and  called  to  the 
Empire*  than  to  have  crept  darkly  into  it  by  the 
intrigues  of  a  woman,  or  by  adoption  from  a  fuper- 
annuated  Prince.  It  was  alfo  afterwards  found, 
that,  by  this  abftrufenefs  and  counterfeit  irrefolution, 
he  meant  to  penetrate  into  the  defigns  and  incli¬ 
nations  of  the  great  men ;  for  his  jealous  fpirit 
confirmed  all  their  words,  all  their  looks,  into 
crimes,  and  fiored  them  up  in  his  heart  again#  a 
day  of  vengeance. 

When  he  hr#  met  the  Senate,  he  would  bear 
no  other  bufinefs  to  be  tranfa&ed  but  that  about  the 
P  unerals  of  Auguftus.  His  la#  will  was  brought 
in  by  the  Veftal  Virgins  ;  in  it  Tiberius  and  Livia 
were  appointed  his  heirs,  Livia  adopted  into  the 
Julian  Family,  and  dignified  with  the  name  of 
Augufta.  Into  the  next  and  fecond  degree  of  heir- 
fhip  he  adopted  his  grandchildren  and  their  children  ; 
and  in  the  third  degree  he  named  the  great  men  of 
Rome,  mo#  of  them  hated  by  him  ;  but  out  of 
vain-glory  he  named  them,  and  for  future  renown. 
His  legacies  were  not  beyond  the  ufual  bounds  ; 
only  he  left  to  the  Roman  people  four  hundred 
thoufand  great  Sefierces  2 ;  to  the  Populace  or  com¬ 
mon  fort,  thirty-five  thoufand  b  ;  to  every  common 
Soldier  of  the  Pretorian  Guards  a  thoufand  final! 
Sefierces  c,  and  to  every  Soldier  of  the  Roman  Le¬ 
gions  three  hundred  d.  The  funeral  Honours  were 
next  confidered.  The  chief  prefented  were  thefe  ; 
Afinius  Gallus  propofed,  that  “  the  Funeral  fiiould 
“  pafs  through  the  Triumphal  gate  Lucius  Ar- 
runtius,  “  that  the  Titles  of  all  the  Laws  which 

a  About  a  Million  of  Crowns.  b  About  eighty- 
feven  thoufand  five  hundred  Crowns.  c  About 
twenty- five  Crowns.  d  About  feven  Crowns  and  a 
half. 


he 
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ct  he  had  made,  and  the  names  of  all  the  Nations 
tc  which  he  had  conquered,  fhould  be  carried  be- 
ic  fore  the  corps  Valerius  IVIeflala  added,  4Cthat 
<c  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  Tiberius  fhould^  be 
«  renewed  every  Year;”  and  being  afked  by  Ti¬ 
berius,  “  whether  at  his  inftigation  he  had  made 
«  that  motion  ?  I  fpoke  it  as  my  opinion,  fays  Mef- 
fala  ;  nor  will  I  ever  be  determined  by  any  but 
“  mv  own,  in  things  which  concern  the  Common- 
«  weal ;  let  who  will  be  provoked  by  my  freedom. 
Only  this  new  turn  was  wanting  to  conipleat  the 
prevailing  flattery  of  the  time.  The  Senators  then 
concurred  in  a  loud  ciy,  “  that  upon  their  own 
“  (boulders  they  muft  bear  the  body  to  the  pile. 
But  Tiberius  declined  the  offer  from  an  arrogant 
(hew  of  moderation.  Moreover  he  cautioned  the 
people  by  an  Edict,  “  not  to  difturb  the  funeral 
66  functions  with  a  zeal  over-paflionate,  as  they 
<<  had  thole  of  Julius  Caefar  ;  nor  to  infill:  that  the 
tc  Corps  ot  Au  guff  us  fhould  be  burnt  rathci  in  the 
“  Forum,  than  in  the  field  of  Mars,  which  was 
c<  the  place  appointed.”  On  the  funeral  day  the 
Soldiers  under  arms  kept  guard  ;  a  mighty  mockery 
to  thofe  who  had  either  leen,  01  heard  then  fathers 
defcnbe,  the  day  when  Caviar  the  Dictator  was 
(lain.  Servitude  was  then  new,  its  forrows  yet 
frefh  and  bitter  ;  and  liberty  unfuccefsfully  retrieved 
by  a  deed,  which,  while  it  feemed  impious  to  fome, 
was  thought  altogether  glorious  by  others,  and 
hence  tore  Rome  into  tumults,  and  the  violence  of 
parties.  They  ridiculed  the  Grimace  of  “  calling 
64  an  aid  of  foldiers  to  fecure  a  peaceable  burial  to 
“  a  prince,  who  had  grown  old  in  peace  and  power, 
«  and  even  provided  againft  a  reiapfe  into  liberty, 
iC  by  a  long  train  of  fuccefFors.” 

Hence  much  and  various  matter  of  obfervatioa* 
concerning  Auguffus.  The  fuperftitious  multitude 
admired  the  fortuitous  events  of  his  fortune ;  “  that 

B  6  the. 
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“  the  Jaft  day  of  his  life,  and  the  firft  of  his  reign, 
“  was  the  fame  ;  that  he  died  at  Nola,  in  the  fame 
“  village,  in  the  fame  houfe,  and  in  the  fame 
“  chamber,  where  his  father  Odlavius  died.  They 
“  obferved  to  his  glory,  his  many  Confulfhips, 
*  ecilh,-l  number  to  thofe  of  V alenus  Corvinus 
and  of  Caius  Marius,  joined  together:  that  he 
“  had  exercifed  the  power  of  the  Tribunefhip 
“  feven  and  thirty  years  without  interruption  :  that 
“  he  was  one  and  twenty  times  proclaimed  Impe- 
)  cdci  ;  with  many  other  numerous  honours  re- 
“  peated  to  him,  or  created  for  him.”  Men  of 
deeper  difcerrment  entered  further  into  his  Life, 
but  differed  about  it.  His  admirers  faid,  that 
“  his  filial  piety  to  his  father  Csefar,  and  the  dif- 
“  tractions  of  the  Republick,  where  the  'laws  no 
“  longer  governed,  had  driven  him  into  a  civil 
“  war;  which,  whatever  be  die  hrfl  caufe,  can 
“  never  be  begun  or  carried  on  by  juft  and  gentle 
€i  means.  Indeed,  to  be  revenged  on  the  murderers 
<c  of  his  father,  he  had  made  many  great  facrihces 
“  toAnthony  ;  many  to  Lepidus.  Butwhen  Lepidus 
“  was  become  funk  and  fuperannuated  in  doth  ; 

1 4  when  Anthony  was  loft  headlong  in  fenfuality, 
“  there  was  then  no  other  remedy  for  the  diftradied 
“  State,  rent  piece-meal  by  its  chiefs,  but  the  So- 
vereignty  of  one.  Auguftus,  however,  never 
“  had  aftumed  to  rule  over  his  Country  as  King, 
“  or  Didfator  ;  but  fettled  the  Government  under 
“  the  legal  name  of  P>ince  of  the  Senate.  He  had 
“  extended  the  Empire,  and  fet  for  its  bounds  the 
“  diftant  Ocean,  and  rivers  far  remote ;  the  fe- 
“  veral  parts  and  forces  of  the  State,  the  Legions, 
the  Provinces,  the  Navy,  were  all  properly  ba- 
lanced  and  connedfed  ;  the  Citizens  lived  duti- 
“  fully  under  the  protediion  of  the  law,  the  Allies 
lc  in  terms  of  refpedl,  and  Rome  itfelf  was  adorned 
u  with  Magnificent  ftrudtures.  Indeed  in  a  few 

u  in- 
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tc  inftances,  he  had  exerted  the  arbitrary  violence 
44  of  power  ;  and  in  but  a  few,  only  to  iecure  the 

44  peace  of  the  whole.” 

In  anfwer  to  all  this  it  was  urged,  tnat  hi* 

Ci  filial  piety,  and  the  unhappy  fituation  of  the  ne- 
<c  public,  were  pure  pretences  ;  but  the  ardent  in # 
of  reigning,  his  true  and  only  motive  ;  with  this 
u  fpirit  he  had  folicited  into  his  fervice,  by  bribery, 

«  a  body,  of  veteran  foldiers  ;  and,  though  a  jpri- 
«  vate  youth,  levied  an  Army.  With  this  ipmt 
he  had  debauched,  and  bought  the  Roman  Re~ 

«  o-ions  under  the  Confuls,  while  he  was  falily 
44  feio-nino-  a  coalition  with  Pompey’s  republican 
«  party; "that  foon  after,  when  he  had  procured 
“  from  the  Senate,  or  rather  ufurped  the  ^  honours 
44  and  authority  of  the  Pretorfhip  ;  and  when  Hir- 
44  tius  and  Panfa,  the  two  Confuls,  were  dam,  he 
“  feized  both  their  Armies  ;  that  it  was  doubted 
cc  whether  the  Conluls  fell  oy  the  enemy,  or 
«  whether  Panfa  was  not  killed  by  pouring  _  poifon 
44  into  his  wounds,  and  Hirtius  flain  by  his  o  wn 
44  foldiers  ;  and  whether  the  young  Casfar  was  not 
44  the  contriver  of  this  bloody  treu ion  ;  that  dv  tci- 
44  ror  he  had  extorted  the  Conluifhip  in  ipite  o i  the 
u  Senate  ;  and  turned  again#  the  Commonwealth 
(4  the  very  arms  with  which  the  Commonwealth 
44  had  trufted  him  for  her  defence  again#  Anthony. 
44  Add  to  all  this  his  cruel  Profcriptions,  and  tae 
Maffacre  of  fo  many  citizens  ;  his  feizing  from 
the  public,  and  diftributing  to  his  own  creatures* 
fo  many  lands  and  pofleflions ;  a  violation  ot 
property  notjuftified  even  by  thole  who  gamed 
by  it.  But,  allowing  him  to  dedicate  to  the 
44  Manes  of  the  Uidfator  the  Lives  oi  Pi ‘ 
CaiTius  (though  more  to  his  honour,  nad 
it  been  to  have  poftponed  his  own  perfonal  hate 
to  publick  good,)  did  he  not  betray  the  young 
Pompey  by  an  infidious  peace,  betray  impel  uy- 

4  &  ^  at/ 
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“  by  a  deceitful  fhew  of  friendfhip  ?  Did  he  not 
cc  Mark  Anthony,  firft  by  Treaties, 

^  thofe  ofTarentumandBrundufium;  then  by  a 

Marriage,  that  of  his  filler  Odavia  ?  And  did 

cc  T tuAnrh?,]y?  at  hR?  ™th  life  the  penalty 
of  that  fiibdolous  alliance  ?  After  this,  no  doubt 

thei  e  was  Peace,  but  a  bloody  Peace ;  bloody 
in  the  tragical  defeat  of  Lollius,  and  that  of 
Varus,  in  Germany ;  and  at  Rome,  the  Var- 
“  rones>  the  Egnatii,  the  Julii,  (illuftrious  names  !} 
were  put  to  death.”  Nor  was  his  domeftic  life 
fpared  upon  this  occafion.  “  He  had  arbitrarily 
robbed  Nero  of  his  wife  big  with  child  by  her 
“  nufband  ;  and  mocked  the  Gods  by  confukinp- 
the  Priefts,  whether  Religion  permitted  him  to 
marry  her  before  her  delivery,  or  obliged  him 
“  \°r  ^ay  till  after.  His  minions,  Tedius,  and 
V  earns  1  oilio,  had  lived  in  fcandalous  and  ex- 
“  cefiive  luxury  ;  his  Wife  Livia,  who  wholly 
“  controuled  him,  had  proved  a  cruel  governefs 
“  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  the  Julian  houfe 
a  more  cruel  flep-mother.  He  had  even  in¬ 
vaded  the  incommunicable  honours  of  the  Gods, 

“  and,  fet ting  up  for  himfelf  Temples  like  theirs, 
would,  like  them,  be  adored  in  the  intake  of  a 
“  Deity,  with  all  the  facred  folemnity  of  &Priefts 
and  Sacrifice^.  bfor  had  he  adopted  TPibenus  for 
hio  fucceflor,  either  out  of  affedlion  for  him,  or 
“  from  concern  for  the  publick  welfare  ;  but  having 
difcoveied  in  him  a  fpirit  proud  and  cruel,  he 
fought  future  glory  from  the  blacked:  oppofition 
“  and  comparifon.”  For,  Auguftus,  when,  a 
fev/  years  before,  he  folicited  the  Senate  to  grant 
to  Tiberius  another  term  of  the  authority  of  the 
Fribunefhip,  though  he  mentioned  him  with  ho¬ 
nour,  yet  taking  notice  of  his  odd  humour,  beha¬ 
viour,  and  manners,  dropt  fome  expreflions,  which, 

while 
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while  they  feemed  to  excufe  him,  expofed  and  up- 

braided  him.  ,  .  .  n 

As  foon  as  the  funeral  of  Auguftus  was  over,  a 

Temple  and  divine  worfhip  were  forthwith  decreed 
him  The  Senate  then  turned  the  irfupplications  to 
Tiberius,  to  fill  his  vacant  place ;  but  received  an 
abllrufe  anfvver,  touching  the  greatnefs  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  and  his  own  diftruft  of  himfelf.  He  find, 
that  u  nothing  but  the  divine  genius  of  Augultus 
“  was  equal  to  the  mighty  talk  ^  for  himfelf,  who 
cc  had  been  called  by  him  into  a  participation  or  his 
“  cares,  he  had  learnt  by  feeling  them,  what  a 
“  daring,  what  a  difficult  toil  was  that  of  Govern- 
“  ment^  and  how  perpetually  htbjebf  to  the  ca- 
«  prices  of  fortune  3  that  in  a  State  fupported  by 
fo  many  illuftrious  Patnots,  they  ought  not  to 
“  call  the  whole  admin  iff  ration  upon  one ;  and 
“  more  eafy  to  be  adminiffred  were  the  feveral 
offices  of  the  Government  by  the  united  pains  and 
fufficiency  of  many.  A  Speech  much  more 
fpecious  and  founding  than  cordial  anci  lincere. 
Tiberius,  even  upon  fubje&s  which  needed  no  dif- 
guifes,  uled  words  dartc  and  cautious  ,  perhaps 
from  his  diffident  nature,  perhaps  from  a  habit  of 
diflembling.  At  this  juncture  indeed,  as  he  la¬ 
boured  wholly  to  hide  his  heart,  his  language  was 
the  more  carefully  wrapt  up  in  equivoques  and  ob- 
fcurity.  But  the  Senators,  who  dreaded  nothing 
{0  much  as  to  feem  to  underffand  him,  burff  into 
tears,  plaints  and  vows.  With  extended  aims 
they  fupplicated  the  Gods,  invoked  the  image  of 
Auguftus,  and  embraced  the  knees  of  Tiberius* 
He  then  commanded  the  imperial  Regifter  to  be 
produced  and  recited.  It  contained  a  fummary  of 
the  ftrength  and  income  of  the  Empire,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Romans  and  auxiliaries  in  pay,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  navy,  of  the  feveral  Kingdoms  paying 

tribute,  and  of  the  various  provinces  and  their  re¬ 
venues. 
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venues,  with  the  Hate  of  the  public  expence,  the 
ifu.es  of  the  exchequer,  and  ail  the  demands  upon 
le  pub  ic.  I  his  Regifter  was  all  written  by ‘the 
hand  of  Auguftus  j  and  in  it  he  had  fubjoined  his 
counfel  to  poftenty,  that  the  prefent  boundaries  of 

i  e  tmP,re  ^louId  ftand  fixed  without  further  en¬ 
largement.  Whether  this  counfel  was  dictated  by 

tea.  ror  the  public,  or  by  envy  towards  his  fuccef- 
lor s,  is  uncertain. 

.  Now  when  the  Senate  was  Hooping  to  the  vileft 
importunity  and  probations,  Tiberius  happened 

,a/,,t,lat’  “  as  he  was  unequal  to  the  weight 
..  °f  the  whole  government,  fo  if  they  entrufted 
him  with  any  particular  part,  whatever  it  were, 

!  ne  wo“ld  undertake  it.”  Here  Afrnius  Callus 
interpolecl.  «  I  beg  to  know,  Ctefar,  fays  he, 

tt  }Tat  Part  °f  the  government  you  defire  for  your 
bare  ?  He  was  allonied  with  the  unexpeft- 
e-d  queftion,  and,  for  a  ihort  fpace,  mute;  but 
recovering  himfelf,  anfwered,  that  “  it  ill  became 
“  his  modefty  to  chufe  or  reject  any  particular 
branch  of  the  adminiftration,  when  he  defined 
rather  to  be  excufed  from  the  whole.”  Cal¬ 
lus,  who  from  his  looks  inferred  deep  difpleafure 
again  accofted  him,  and  Lid,  ««  Bj/this  queftion 
1  did  not  mean  that  you  fhould  fhare  that 
“  P°wcr,  which  cannot  be  feparated  ;  but  to  re  a- 
lon  y°u  jnto  a  confeflion,  that  the  Common- 
<€  wealth,  is  but  one  body,  and  can  be  governed 
only  by  one  foul/'  He  added  an  encomium 
upon  Auguftus,  .and  reminded  Tiberius  himfelfof 
his  many  victories,  of  the  many  civil  employments 
which  he  had  long  and  nobly  fuftained.  Nor  even 
thus  could  he  modify  the  wrath  of  Tiberius,  who 
had  long  hated  him,  for  that  Gallus  had  married 
Viprania,  daughter  of  Marcus  Agrlppa,  formerly 
wife  to  Tiberius,  who  thence  fufpe&ed  that  he 
meant  to  foar  above  the  rank  of  a  fubject,  and 

2  poffeffed 
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poffefted  too  the  bold  and  haughty  fpirit  of  Afinius 
Pollio  his  father. 

Lucius  Arruntius  incurred  his  dif  pleasure  next, 
by  a  fpeech  not  much  unlike  that  of  Gallus.  It 
is  true,  that  towards  him  I  iberius  bore  no  old  ran¬ 
cour  ;  but  Arruntius  had  mighty  opulence,  prompt- 
parts,  noble  accomplifhments,  with  equal  popula¬ 
rity  and  renown  ;  and  hence  was  marked  by  him 
with  a  fell  eye  of  fufpicion.  for,  as  Auguftus, 
fhortly  before  his  difeafe,  was  mentioning  thole 
among  the  great  men,  who  were  capable  of  the 
fupreme  power,  but  would  not  accept  it ;  Oi  un¬ 
equal  to  it,  yet  wifhed  for  it ;  or  luch  as  had  both 
ambition  and  fufhciency  ;  hehadfaid,  that  c<*  Mar* 

“  cus  Lepidus  was  qualified,  but  would  reject  it ; 
u  Afinius  would  be  afpiring,  but  had  inferior  ta¬ 
il  lents,  and  that  Lucius  Arruntius  wanted  no  fuf- 
«  ficiency,  and,  upon  a  proper  occafion,  would 
<1  attempt  it.”  I  hat  he  fpoke  thus  01  Lepidus 
and  Afinius,  is  agreed  ;  but,  inftead  of  Arruntius, 
fome  writers  have  tranfmitted  tne  name  of  Cneius 
Pifo  :  and  every  one  of  thefe  great  men,  except 
Lepidus,  were  afterwards  cut  off,  under  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  various  crimes,  all  darkly  framed  by  Ti¬ 
berius.  Quintus  Haterius,  and  Mamercus  Scau- 
rus  did  alfo  incenfe  his  diftruftful  fpirit,  the  firft  by 
afking  him,  c,;  How  long,  Caviar,  wilt  thou  luffer 
the  Commonwealth  to  remain  deffitute  of  a 
head  r”  Scaurus,  becaufe  he  had  faid,  “  There 
was  room  to  hope  that  the  prayers  of  the  Senate 
would  not  prove  abortive,  fince  he  had  not  in- 
terpofed  the  Tribunitial  power,  and  thence  ob¬ 
it  ilructed  the  motion  of  the  Conluls  in  his  behalf.” 
With  Haterius  he  fell  into  inft ant  rage.  Towards 
Scaurus  his  refentment  was  more  deep  and  impla¬ 
cable,  and  in  profound  filence  he  hid  it.  Wearied 
at  Lift  with  public  importunity  and  clamour,  and 
with  particular  expoftulations,  he  began  to  unbend 

a  little  ; 
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•he  Fm  -n0t  ? at  h,e  WOU,d  own  h!s  undertaking 

Ltufl Tre>  ^  7JaV°id  the  uneafinefi  of  per? 
petual  felicitations  and  refufals.  It  is  certain  that 

Haterius,  when  he  went  next  day  to  the  Palace  tn 

nf  T°hC  Pard°n’  and  Growing  himfelf  at  the  feet 
of  Tfeentis  ,Cm?raCed  his  knees>  narrowly  efcaped 
being  flam  by  the  foldiers,  becaufe  Tibenus,  who 
was  walking,  tumbled  down,  whether  by  dale 

HaSieuferNS-  hgS  ^  !  “  thJ— f 

?  ^e'thcr  was  he  a  jot  mollified  by  the 

b"‘  ^ 

Towards  Livia  hkewife  exorbitant  was  the  fl~t 
termg  court  of  the  Senate.  Some  were  for  de¬ 
creeing  her  the  general  title  of  Mother  j  others  the 

,°jC  °h  Mother  of  her  Country:-,  and  ' 
aunofl  all  propofed,  that  to  the  name  of  Tiberius- 
Should  be  added  The  fon  of  Julia.  Tiberius  urg- 

u  Zh?l  h’  ^  “JpubllC  honoUrs  to  women. 

<c  ought  to  be  adjudged  with  afparing  hand  and. 

k<  that  Jith  the  fame  meafure  of  moderation  he 

«  reC£IVe  luch  as  were  Prefented  to  him- 

lelt.  In  truth,  from  envy  and  folicitude,  left 

his  own  grandeur  jhould  fink  as  that?  of  his  mother 
ro/e,  he  would  not  differ  fo  much  as  a  Lictor  to- 
be  decreed  her,  and  even  forbad;  the  railing  her  an 
Altar  upon  her  late  adoption,  or  paying  her  any 
uc  l  olemnities^  Yet,  for  Germanicus  he  afked 
tne  rroconfular  power  ;•  and,  to  carry  him  that. 

ii-7\.  honourable  deputies  were  fen t,  as  alfo  to 
mollify  his  ferrow  for  the  death  of  Auguftus.  If 
tor  JJrufus  he  demanded  not  the  fame  honour,  it 
was  Decaule  Drufus  was  prefent,  and  already  Con- 
lul  defigned.  He  then  named  twelve  candidates 
or  the  rraetorlhip,  the  fame  number  fettled  by 
ugulrus ;  and,  though  the  Senate  requelted  him 

to 
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to  increafe  it,  he  bound  himfelf  by  an  oath  never 
exceed* 

The  privilege  of  creating  Magiftrates  was  now 
firil  tranflated  from  the  affemblies  of  the  people  to 
the  Senate.  For  though  the  Emperor  had  before 
conducted  all  affairs  of  moment  at  his  pleafure  5 
yet  till  that  day,  fome  were  ftill  tranfafted  by  the 
Tribes,  and  carried  by  their  bent  and  fuftrages. 
Neither  did  the  regret  of  the  people  for  the  feizure 
of  thefe  their  ancient  rights,  rife  higher  than  .ome 
impotent  grumbling.  The  Senate  too  liked  the 
change,  as  by  it  they  were  releafed  from  the  charge 
of  buyino-  votes,  and  from  the  fhame  of  begging; 
them.  And  fo  moderate  was  Tiberius,  that,  of 
the  twelve  candidates,  he  only  reserved  to  himie 
the  recommendation  of  four,  to  be  accepted  with¬ 
out  oppofition  or  caballing.  At  the  lame  time,  the 
tribunes  of  the  people  afked  leave  to  celebrate,  at 
their  own  expence,  certain  plays  in  honour  of  Au- 
guftus,  fuch  as  were  to  be  called  after  his  name, 
and  inferted  in  the  calendar.  But  it  was  decreed, 
that  out  of  the  exchequer  the  charge  fhould  be 
defrayed,  and  the  tribunes  lhould  in  the  Circus  wear 
the  triumphal  robe  ;  but  to  be  carried  in  chariots 
was  denied  them.  The  annual  celebration  of  thefe 
plays  was,  for  the  future,  transferred  to  one  of  the 
praetors,  him  in  particular  to  whom  fhould  fall  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  deciding  fuits  between  citizens  and 

Grangers. 

Thus  flood  affairs  at  Rome  when  a  feoition 
feized  the  Legions  in  Pannonia  \  without  any  fiefh, 
grounds,  fave  that  from  a  change  of  princes  tney 
meant  to  affume  a  warrant  for  licentioufnefs  and 
tumult,  and  from  a  civil  war  hoped  great  earnings 
and  acquilitions.  They  were  three  Legions  en¬ 
camped  together,  all  commanded  by  Junius  Blefus, 
who  upon  notice  of  the  death  of  Auguftus,  and  the 
acceffion  of  Tiberius,  had  granted  the  foldiers  a  le- 
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cds  from  their  wonted  duties  for  fom*  days,  as  a 
tune  either  of  public  mourning  or  feftivity/  From 
being  idle  they  waxed  wanton,  quarrelfome  ^i 

the  n  oft5  grpedlIy  hftened  to  mutbious  difcOurfes  ; 
the  moll  profligate  amongft  them  had  nioft  credit 

a  i  fe  of6  flothnd  rh{i  thCy  beCame  paffionatefor 
b  ant  n0t’  UtterIy  averfe  t0  ail  mili¬ 
ary  diiciphne  and  every  fatigue  of  the  camp.  I„ 

the  camp  was  one  Bercennius;  formerly  a  bufy 
leader  in  the  embroilments  of  the  theatre'  and  now 
a  common  (oldier  ;  a  fellow  of  a  petulant  declaim- 
mg  tongue,  and,  by  inflaming  parties  in  the  play- 
houfe^yell  qualified  to  excite  and  infatuate  a  crowd, 
i  his  mceiicnary  praftifed  upon  the  ignorant  and 
unwary.  Arch  as  were  felicitous  what  niirfu  prove 
their  future  uiage,  now  Auguftus  was  dead.  He 
engage d^tnem  in  nightly  confabulations,  and,  by 
little  ana  little,  incited  them  to  violence  and  dii- 
oi  utrs  ;  and,  towards  the  evening,  when  the  fo- 
bereu  and  beft  affected  were  withdrawn,  he  af- 
lembled  the  worft  and  moil  turbulent.  When  he 
had  thus  ripened  them  for  fedition,  and  other  rea¬ 
dy  incendiaries  were  combined  with  him,  he  per- 
lonatcd  the  character  of  a  lawful  Commander,  arid 
thus  quenioned  and  harangued  them  : 

“  Wh7  did  they  obey,  like  flaves,  a  few  Cen- 
turions,  and  a  fewer  Tribunes?  When  would 
they  be  bold  enough  to  demand  redrefs  of  their 
heavy  grievances,  unlefs  they  fnatched  the  pre- 
lent  occafion,  while  the  Emperor  was  yet  new, 
and  his  authority  wavering,  to  prevail  with  him 
by  petition,  or  by  arms  to  force  him?  They 
had  already,  by  the  mifery  of  many  years,  paid 
dcai  for  their  patient  doth,  and  limpid  i fence, 
iiiice,  ^  decrepid  with  age,  and  maimed  with 
wounds,  after  a  courfe  ot  fervice  for  thirty  or 
forty  years,  they  were  If  ill  doomed  to  carry  arms. 
No;,  even  to  thofe  who  were  dife barged,  was 
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“  there  any  end  of  the  mifery  of  warfare  ;  they 
were  {fill  kept  tied  to  the  colours,  and,  undei 
the  creditable  title  of  Veterans,  endured  the  lame- 
«  hardfhips,  and  underwent  the  lame  labours,  but 
«  fuppofe  any  of  them  efcaped  fo  many  dangers, 

«  and  furvived  fo  many  calamities,  where  was 
«  their  reward  at  haft  ?  A  long  and  weary  march 
“  remained  yet  to  be  taken  into  countries  tar  re- 
44  mote  and  ftrange,  where,  under  the  name  of 
cc  lands  given  them  to,  cultivate,  they  had  inhol- 
<c  pitable^boggs  to  drain,  and  the  wild  wades  of 
cc  mountains  to  manure.  Severe  and  ungainful  of 
m  itfelf  was  the  occupation  of  war ;  ten  As’s  a 
44  day  the  poor  price  of  their  perfons  and  lives  ; 

44  out  of  this  they  muff  buy  cloaths,  and  tents,  and 
44  arms  \  out  ol  this  bribe  the  ciuel  Ocntunons,  id 
44  a  forbearance  of  blows,  and  occafionul  cxemp- 
44  tion  from  hard  duty,  but  ftnpes  from  their  offi~ 
44  cers,  and  wounds  from  their  enemies,  ffi.rd  win- 
44  ters  and  laborious  fummers,  bloody  wars  and 
44  barren  peace,  were  miferies  without  end  ;  nor 
44  remained  there  other  cure  or  relief  than  to  refuie 
44  to  lift  but  upon  conditions  certain,  and  fixed  by 
44  themfelves  ;  particularly,  that  their  pay  be  a 
44  denarius  or  fixteen  As’s  a  day,  fixteen  years  be 
44  the  utmoft  term  of  ferving  ;  when  difeharged,  to 
44  be  no  longer  obliged  to  follow  tne  colours,  hut 
44  to  have  their  reward,  in  ready  money,  paid  them. 
44  in  the  camp  where  they  earned  it.  Did  the 
44  Praetorian  guards,  they  who  had  double  pay, 
44  they  who,  after  fixteen  years  fervice,  were  paid 
44  off  and  fent  home,  bear  feverer  difficulties,  un- 
44  dergo  fuperior  dangers  ?  He  did  not  mean  to  ce- 
44  tradt  from  the  merit  of  their  brethren  the  city 
44  guards  ;  their  own  harder  lot  however  was,  to 
44  be  placed  amongft  horrid  and  barbarous  nations, 
44  nor  could  they  look  from  their  tents,  but  they 
44  faw  the  foe.” 

The 
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I  iie  whole  crowd  received  this  harangue  with 
touts  of  applaufe ;  but  from  various  mitigations. 
W  difpfcyed  upon  their  bodies  the  impreffions 
ftripes,  others  their  hoary  heads,  many  their 
veflments  ragged  and  curtailed,  with  backs  utterly 
bare  ;  as  d.d  all,  their  various  griefs  in  the  bitter- 
fr!C  5  of  rePr°2ch.  At  length  to  fuch  exceffive  fury 
they  grew,  that  they  propofed  to  incorporate  the 

?ne  }.  n°r  hy  ou§ht  but  emulation 

was  the  project  defeated :  for,  to  his  own  Legion, 
eV  man  .  claimed  the  prerogative  of  fwallowino- 
and  denominating  the  other  two.  They  took  ano- 
ther  method,  and  placed  the  three  eagles  of  the 
Legions,  with  the  ftandards  of  the  feveral  Cohorts, 
a  together,  without  rank  or  priority  ;  then  forth- 
Wit  1  igged  turf,  and  were  rearing  a  tribunal,  one 
high  enough  to  be  feen  at  a  diftance.  In  this  hur- 
ry  amved  Blefus,  who,  falling  into  fore  rebukes, 
and  by  force  interrupting  particulars,  called  with 

icC  mmef CC  n  *  ”  11* ‘P  y°ur  hands  rather  in  my 

blood.  To  murder  your  General,  will  be  a 

crime  lefs  Ihameful  and  heinous,  than  to  revolt 
from  y°ur  Prince  :  for,  determined  I  am,  either 
to  preierve  the  Legions  in  their  faith  and  obe¬ 
dience,  if  you  kill  me  not  for  my  intended  good 

®  ,  e  >  or  my  death,  if  I  fall  by  your  hands, 
Inal!  haften  your  remorfe.” 

For  all  this,  turfs  were  accumulated,  and  the 
work  was  already  breaft-high,  when,  at  laft,  over¬ 
come  by  his  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  they  forbore. 
Blefus  was  an  able  fpeaker ;  he  told  them,  cc  that 
fedition  and  mutiny  were  not  the  methods  of 
conveying  to  the  Emperor  the  pretenfions  of  the 
loldieis  }  their  demands  too  were  new  and  fin- 
“  gular  3  fuch  as  neither  the  foldiers  of  old  had 
ever  made  to  the  ancient  Generals,  nor  they 
thernfelves  to  the  deified  Auguftus :  befides, 
their  claims  were  ill-timed,  when  the  Prince, 

5  “  juft 
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tc  juft  upon  his  accefllon,  was  already  embarraffed 
«  with  the  weight  and  variety  of  other  cares.  If 
iC  however  they  meant  to  try  to  gain  in  full  peace 
“  thofe  concelftons,  which,  even  after  a  civil  war* 
«<  the  conquerors  never  claimed  ;  yet  why  trample 
“  upon  duty  and  obedience,  why  rejedt  the  laws 
“  of  the  army,  and  rules  of  difcipline  ?  And  if 
«  they  meant  to  petition,  why  meditate  violence  ? 
“  They  might  at  leaft  appoint  deputies  ;  and  in 
«  his  prefence  truft  them  with  their  pretenfions.” 
Here  they  ail  cried  out,  “  that  the  fon  of  Blefus, 
«  one  of  their  tribunes,  fhould  execute  that  depu- 
45  tation ,  and  demand,  in  their  name,  that,  after 

fixteen  years  fervice,  they  fhould  be  difcharged. 

They  faid,  they  would  give  him  new  orders, 
ct  when  he  had  fucceeded  in  thefe.  After  the 
departure  of  the  young  officer,  a  moderate  recefs 
enfued.  T  he  foldicrs  however  exulted  to  have  car- 
ried  fuch  a  point  >r,  the  fending  the  fon  of  their 
General,  as  the  public  advocate  for  their  caufe,  was 
to  them  full  proof,  that  they  had  gained,  by  force 
and  terror,  that  which,  by  modefty,  and  gentle 
means,  they  would  never  have  gained. 

In  the  mean  time  thofe  companies,  which,  be¬ 
fore  the  fedition  began,  were  fent  to  Nauportum, 
to  mend  roads  and  bridges,  and  upon  other  duties, 
no  fooner  heard  of  the  uproar  in  the  camp,  but 
they  caft  off  all  obedience,  tore  away  the  enfigns, 
and  plundered  the  neighbouring  villages.  Even 
Nauportum  itfelf,  which  for  greatnefs  refembled  a 
municipal  city,  was  plundered.  The  endeavours 
of  the  Centurions,  to  reftrain  this  violence,  were 
firft  returned  with  mockeiy  and  contempt,  then 
with  invedtives  and  contumelies,  at  laft  with  out¬ 
rage  and  blows.  Their  vengeance  was  chiefly  bent 
againft  the  camp-marfhal,  Aufidienus  Rufus  :  him 
they  dragged  from  his  chariot,  and  loading  him 
with  baggage,  drove  him  before  the  firft  ranks. 

They 
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I  hey  then  inflated  him,  and  afked  in  fcorn,  “  whe- 

‘  t.her  lle  Sla<%  bear  fuch  enormous  bur- 

ens  ;  whether  endure  fuch  immenfe  marches  ?” 
-Kuius  nad  been  long  a  common  foldier,  then  be¬ 
came  a  Centurion,  and  afterwards  Camp-Marfhal  • 
a  fevere  reftorer  of  primitive  ftridlnefs  and  difei- 
pane  ;  an  indefatigable  obferver  of  every  military 
duty,  which  he  exacted  from  others  with  the  more 

rigour,  as  he  had  himfclf  undergone  them  with  all 
patience. 

By  the  arrival  of  this  tumultuous  band,  the  fe- 
hion  was  again  awakened  to  its  former  outrage, 
and  the  Seditious  roving  abroad  without  controul, 
ravaged  the  country  on  every  fide.  Blefus,  for  an 
example  or  terror  to  the  reft,  commanded  thofe 
wno  were  moft  laden  with  plunder,  to  be  puniihed 
with  ftripes,.  and  caft  into  prifon.  For  the  General 
was  ftill  dutifully  obeyed  by  the  Centurions,  and  by 
all  the  foldiers  of  any  merit.  But  the  criminals  re- 
fufed  to  fubmit,  and  even  ftruggled  with  the  guard 
who  were  carrying  them  offT  They  clafped  the 
knees  of  the  by-ftanders,  implored  help  from  their 
fellows  ;  now  calling  upon  every  individual,  and 
conjuring  them  by  their  particular  names  ;  then 
appealed  to  tnem  in  a  body,  and  fupplicated  the 
Company,  the  Cohort,  the  Legion,  to  which  they 
belonged  ;  warning  and  proclaiming,  that  the  fame 
ignominy  and  chaftifement  hung  over  them  all. 
V/ith  the  fame  breath  they  heaped  invedtives  with¬ 
out  meafure  upon  their  General,  and  called  upon 
heaven  and  all  the  Gods  to  be  their  witnefles  and 
avengers  ;  nor  left  they  ought  unattempted  to  raife 
effectual  hatred,  companion,  terror,  and  every  fpe- 
cies  of  fury.  Hence  the  whole  body  rufhed  to  their 
relief,  burftopen  the  prifon,  unbound  and  refeued  the 
prifoners.  I  bus  they  owned  for  their  brethren, 
and  incorporated  with  themlelves,  infamous  revol- 
ters,  and  traitors  convidt  and  condemned. 


Hence 
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Hence  the  violence  became  more  raging,  and 
hence  more  fedition  from  more  leaders.  'I  here  was 
particularly  one  Vibulenus  a  common  foldier,  who, 
exalted  on  the  fhoulders  of  his  comrades,  before  the 
tribunal  of  Blefus,  thus  declaimed  in  the  ears  of  a 
multitude  already  outrageous,  and  eager  to  hear 
what  he  had  to  fay.  44  To  thefe  innocents,  fay$ 
«  he,  to  thefe  miferable  fufferers,  our  fellow  fol- 
“  diers,  you  have  indeed  reflored  breath  and  liber- 
«  ty  ;  but,  who  will  reflore  life  to  my  poor  bro- 
“  ther  ;  who  my  poor  brother  to  me  ?  He  was  STent 
46  hither  by  the  German  armies,  with  proportions 
44  for  our  common  good  ;  and  2 or  this,  was  laid 
46  night  butchered  by  the  fame  Blefus,  who  in  the 
44  murder  employed  his  gladiators,  bloody  men, 
44  whom  he  purpofely  entertains  and  arms  for  ouij 
44  common  execution  :  where,  oh  Blefus,  hail  thou 
4 4  thrown  his  mangled  corns  ?  Even  open  enemies 
44  do  not  inhumanly  deny  burial  to  the  (lain.  When 
44  I  have  fatiated  my  forrow  with  a  thoufand  kliies, 
44  and  a  Hood  of  tears,  command  me  alfo  to  be 
44  murdered,  that  thele  our  brethren  may  together 
44  bury  my  poor  brother  and  me,  Haughtered  both 
44  as  vidfcims,  yet  both  guiltlefs  of  any  crime,  but 
44  that  of  fludying  the  common  mterefl  of  the  le~ 
44  gions.” 

He  inflamed  thole  his  complaints  and  expoflula- 
tions,  with  affedling  fighs  and  lamentations,  beat 
his  breafl,  and  tore  his  face.  Then,  thofe  who 
carried  him,  giving  way,  he  throwed  himfelf  head¬ 
long  at  the  feet  of  his  companions  ;  and  thus  pro- 
ftrate  and  fupplicating,  in  them  railed  fuchafpirit 
of  commiferation,  and  fuch  a  florin  of  vengeance, 
that  one  party  of  them  feized  and  bound  the  Gene¬ 
ral’s  gladiators;  another,  the  red  of  his  family  ; 
while  many  ran  and  difperfed  themfelves  to  fearch 
for  the  corps :  and  had  it  not  been  quickly  manifpft 
that  there  was  no  corps  to  be  found,  that  the  Haves 
Vol.  L  C  '  of 
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of  Blcfus  had  upon  the  rack  cleared  themfelves,  and 
that  Vibulenus  never  had  any  brother;  they  had 
gone  nigh  to  have  lacrificed  the  General.  As  it  was, 
they  expulfed  the  Camp-marfhal  and  Tribunes,  and’ 
as  they  fled,  plundered  their  baggage.  They  like- 
wife  put  to  death  Lucilius  the  Centurion,  whom 
they  had  larcafticahy  named  cede  alteram ,  hecaufe 
when  upon  the  back  of  a  foldier  he  had  broken 
one  wand,  he  was  wont  to  call  for  another,  then 
a  third*  The  other  Centurions  lurked  in  conceal¬ 
ment,  all  but  Julius  Clemens,  who,  for  his  prompt 
capacity,  was  laved  in  order  to  manage  the  nego- 
ciations  of  the  ioldiers.  Even  two  of  the  Legions, 
the  eighth  and  fifteenth,  were  ready  to  turn  their 
fwords  upon  each  other ;  and  had,  but  for  the  ninth. 
One  Sirpicus,  a  Centurion,  was  the  fubjedi  of  the 
quarrel :  him  the  eighth  required  to  be  put  to  death  ; 
the  fifteenth  protected  him  ;  but  the  ninth  inter* 
pofed  with  entreaties  to  both,  and  with  threats  to 
thofe  who  would  not  liften  to  prayers. 

f  iberius,  however  clofe  and  impenetrable,  and 
ever  labouring  to  fmother  all  melancholy  tidings, 
was  yet  driven  by  thofe  from  Pannonia,  to  difpatch 
his  fon  Drufus  thither,  accompanied  by  the  princi* 
pal  nobility,  and  guarded  by  two  Praetorian  cohorts  ; 
but  charged  with  no  precife  inftru&iohs,  only  to 
adapt  his  meafures  to  the  prefent  exigency.  The 
cohorts  were  ftrengthened  with  an  extraordinary  ad¬ 
dition  of  chofen  men,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the 
Praetorian  horie,  and  main  body  of  the  German, 
then  the  emperor’s  guards.  Ailius  Sejanus,  lately 
joined  with  his  father  Strabo  in  the  command  of  the 
Praetorian  bands,  was  alfo  fent,  not  only  as  gover¬ 
nor  to  the  young  Prince,  but,  as  his  credit  with  the 
Emperor  was  known  to  be  mighty,  to  deal  with  the 
revolters  by  promifes  and  terrors.  When  Drufus 
approached,  the  Legions,  for  fhew  of  refpecl:,  march¬ 
ed  out  to  meet  him,  not  with  the  ufual  fymptoms 

and 
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and  fhouts  of  joy,  nor  with  gay  enfigns  and  arms 
glittering,  but  in  a  drefs  and  accoutrements  hideous 
and  fqualid.  In  their  countenances  too,  though 
compofed  to  fadnefs,  were  feen  greater  marks  of 
fullennefs  and  contumacy. 

As  foon  as  he  was  within  the  camp,  they  fecured 
tjie  entrances  with  guards,  and  in  feveral  quarters 
of  it  placed  parties  upon  duty.  The  ref!  crowded 
about  the  Tribunal  of  Drufus,  who  flood  beckoning 
with  his  hand  for  filence.  Here,  as  often  as  they 
furveyed  their  own  numbers,  and  met  one  another’s 
refentful  looks,  they  uttered  their  rage  in  horrible 
cries:  Again,  when  they  beheld  C^sar  upon  the 
Tribunal,  awe  and  trembling  feized  them.  Now, 
there  prevailed  an  hollow  and  inarticulate  murmur  ; 
next,  a  furious  clamour ;  then,  fuddenly,  a  dead 
filence.  So  that,  by  a  hafly  fucceflion  of  oppofite 
pafiions,  they  wrere  at  once  difmayed  and  dreadful. 
When,  at  lafl,  the  uproar  was  flaid,  he  read  his 
father’s  letters,  who  in  them  declared,  44  that  he 
44  would  take  an  affectionate  care  of  the  brave  and 
44  invincible  Legions,  by  whom  he  had  fuflained 
44  fuccefsfully  fo  many  wars  ;  and,  as  foon  as  his 
44  grief  was  a  little  abated,  deal  Avith  the  Senate 
44  about  their  demands  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  had 
44  fent  them  his  fon,  on  purpofe  to  make  them 
44  forthwith  all  the  conceflions,  which  could  in- 
44  ftantly  be  made  them :  the  ref!  were  to  be  re- 
44  ferved  for  the  Senate,  the  proper  diffributors  of 
44  rewards  and  punilhments  by  a  right  altogether 
44  unalienable.” 

The  aifembly  arffwered,  that  to  Julius  Clemen# 
they  had  intrufled  what  to  fpeak  in  their  name  :  he 
began  with  their  demands,  44  to  be  difcharged  af- 
44  ter  fixteen  years  fervice,  to  have  the  reward 
44  which,  for  paft  fervices  upon  that  difcharge,  they 
44  claimed  ;  their  pay  to  be  increafed  to  a  Roman 
*4  Denarius  $  the  Veterans  to  be  no  longer  detained 

C  a  44  undoc 
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“  under  their  enfigns.”  When  Drufus  urged,  that 
wholly  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  and  his  father 
thefe  matters  relied ;  he  was  interrupted  by  their 
clamours  :  44  To  what  purpofecame  he  ;  fince  he 
tc  could  neither  augment  their  pay,  nor  alleviate 
<c  their  grievances  ?  and  while  every  officer  was  al- 
<4  lowed  to  inflidl  upon  them  blows  and  death,  the 
44  lbn  of  their  Emperor  wanted  power  to  relieve 
44  them  by  one  beneficent  adlion.  This  was  the 
44  policy  of  the  late  reign,  when  Tiberius  fruftrat- 
44  ed  every  requell  of  the  fokliers,  by  referring  all 
44  to  Auguftus ;  now  Drufus  was  come,  with  the 
44  fame  artifices,  to  delude  them.  Were  they  ne- 
44  ver  to  have  a  higher  vifit  than  from  the  children 
44  of  their  Prince  ?  It  was,  indeed,  unaccountable, 
44  that  to  the  Senate  the  Emperor  fhould  leave  no 
44  part  in  the  direction  of  the  army,  only  the  re- 
44  warding  of  the  foldiery.  Ought  not  the  fame 
44  Senate  to  be  confulted  as  often  as  a  battle  was  to 
44  be  fought,  or  a  private  man  to  be  punifihed  ?  or, 
44  were  their  recompences  to  be  adjudged  by  many 
44  mailers,  but  their  punilhments  to  remain  with-5 
44  out  any  reffraint  or  moderator  whatfoever 

Atlafl,  they  abandoned  the  Tribunal,  and  with 
menaces  and  infults  fell  upon  all  they  met,  belong¬ 
ing  to  Drufus  either  as  guards  or  friends,  medi¬ 
tating  thus  to  provoke  a  quarrel,  and  an  introduc¬ 
tion  to  blood.  Chiefly  enraged  they  were  again!! 
Cneius  Lentulus,  as  one,  for  years  and  warlike  re¬ 
nown,  fuperior  to  any  about  the  perfon  of  Drufus, 
and  thence  fufpedled  to  have  hardened  the  Prince, 
and  been  himfelf  the  foremolf  to  defpife  thefe  out¬ 
rages  in  the  foldiery.  Nor  was  it  long  aftdr,  that, 
as  he  was  leaving  Drufus,  and,  from  the  forefight 
of  danger,  returning  to  the  winter  quarters,  they 
furrounded  him,  and  demanded,  44  whither  her 
44  went  ?  to  the  Emperor  or  Senate  ?  there  alfo  to 

tc  exercife  his  enmity  to  the  Legions,  and  oppofe 
.  '  ^  j  44  their 
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“  their  intereft  ?”  and  inftantly  aflaultcd  him  with 
ftones.  He  was  already  covered  with  wounds  and 
blood,  and  awaiting  certain  affaffination,  whert 
the  troops  attending  Drufus  flew  to  his  aihitance, 

and  faved  him.  ~ 

The  following  night  had  a  formidable  alpecf, 

and  threatened  the  fpeedy  eruption  of  fome  tragical 
vengeance,  when  a  phenomenon  intervened  and 
afTwazed  all.  The  moon,  in  the  midft  of  a  clear 
fkv,  feemed  to  the  foldiers  fuddenly  to  fic^en ;  arid 
they  who  were  ignorant  of  the  natural  caufe,  took 
this  for  an  omen  foreboding  the  ifTue  of  their  pre¬ 
sent  adventures.  To  their  own  labours  they  com¬ 
pared  the  eclipfe  of  the  planet,  and  prophefied, 
that,  if  to  the  diftrefied  goddeis  fhouid  be  le- 
cc  ftored  her  wonted  brightnefs  and  vigour,  equally 
«  fuccefsful  would  be  the  iffue  of  thefe  their  ltrug- 
«  gles.”  Hence  they  ftrove  to  charm  and  revive 
her  with  founds,  and,  by  ringing  upon  brazen  me¬ 
tal,  and  an  uproar  of  trumpets  and  cornets,  made 
a  vehement  bellowing.  As  fhe  appeared  brighter 
or  darker,  they  exulted  or  lamented  :  but  when  ga¬ 
thering  clouds  had  utterly  bereft  them  of  her  fight* 
and  they  believed  her  now  buried  in  everlafting 
darknefs ;  then,  as  minds  once  thoroughly  difmayed 
are  pliant  to  fuperftition,  they  bewailed  “  their 
“  own  eternal  fufferings  thus  portended,  and  that 
“  aoainft  their  mifdeeds  the  angry  deities  were  con- 
tending.’5  Drufus,  who  thought  it  behoved  him 
to  improve  this  diipohtion  of  thens,  and  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  wifdom  from  the  operations  of  chance  5 
ordered  certain  perions  to  go  round,  and  apply  to 
them  from  tent  to  tent.  For  this  purpofe,  he  called 
and  employed  the  Centurion  Julius  Clemens,  and 
whoever  eife  were  by  honed:  methods  acceptable 
to  the  multitude.  Thefe  infinuated  themfeives  eve¬ 
ry- where,  with  thofe  who  kept  watch,  or  were  up¬ 
on  patrol,  or  guarded  the  gates,  foothing  all  with 

C  3  hopes, 
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hopes,  and  by  terrors  roufing  them  :  «  How  Ion* 
aia  they,  ihal!  we  hold  the  fon  of  our  Emperor 
thus  befieged  r  Where  will  our  broils  and  Pwild 
contentions  end  ?  Shall  we  fwear  allegiance  to 
Percennius  and  Vibulenus  ?  Will  Vibufenus  and 
«  Percenni.us  fuPP°rt  us  with  paydurina;  our  fer- 

“  1n%  and  reward  us  with  lands  when  difmilTed  ? 

-n  lnoi  t,  load  two  common  men  difpoffefs  the 

W-  EmP!,"e  of  tbe  Roman  people  ?  Let  us  be 

«  ffer,Vand  a,S  We  Tre  the  Iaft  t0  revolt,  be 
u  r„he  f‘f  t0  relent-  Such  demands  as  comprize 
t(  rerms  for  ad,  are  ever  llowly  accorded  :  butpar- 

„  t,CuJars  may,  when  they  pleafe,  merit  inftant  fa- 
vour,  and  mfiantly  receive  it.”  Thefe  reafon- 
ings  alarmed  them,  and  filled  them  with  mutual 
jealoufies.  Prefently  the  frefh  foldiers  forfook  the 
V  eterans,  one  Legion  feparated  from  another :  then 
by  degrees  returned  the  love  of  duty  and  obedience. 

,  n7  relinquished  the  guard  of  the  gates  ;  and  the 
Rag  eS  ana  other  enfigns,  wliich  in  the  beginning- 
01  tne  tumult  they  had  thrown  together,  were  now 
reftored  each  to  its  diftind  Ration. 

Drufus,  as  loon  as  it  was  day,  fummoned  an  af- 
fembly,  ana  tnough  unlkilled  in  fpeaking,  yet  with- 
a  haughtmefs  inherent  in  his  blood,  rebuked  their 
?“*» .and,  commended  their  prefent  behaviour: 
With  threats  and  terrors,  he  faid,  it  was  impof- 
lible  to  fubdue  him  ;  but  if  he  faw  them  reclaim- 
ed  to  fubmidion,  if'  from  them  he  heard  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  fupplicants,  he  would  fend  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  to  accept  witn  a  reconciled  fpirit  the  ped- 
“  tions  of  the  Legions.”.  Hence,  at  their  entrea¬ 
ty,  tor  their  deputy  to  Tiberius,  the  fame  Blelus 
was  again  difpatched,  and  with  him  Lucius  Apro- 
n!.u^  a  K°man  knight,  and  intimate  companion 
of  JJrulus,  and  Jufbus  Catonius,  a  Centurion  of 
t  ie  firfi  order.  There  followed  great  debates  in 
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the  council  of  Drufus,  while  fome  advifed  to 
“  fufpend  all  proceeding,  till  the  return  o 
“  deputies,  and  by  a  courfe  of  courtefy  the  w  i 
«  to  footh  the  foldiers  ;  others  maintained,  thatre- 
“  medics  more  potent  muft  needs  be  applied  .  in  a 
“  multitude,  was- to  be  found  nothing  on  this  fit  ^ 

«  extremes  ;  always  imperious  where  they  are  not 
«  awed,  and  to  be  defpifed  without  danger  when 
«  frightened.  To  their  prefent  terror  from  fuper- 
“  ftition  was  to  be  added  the  dread  of  their  Gene- 
«  ral,  by  his  dooming  to  death  the  authors  of  th<? 

«  fedition.”  Rather  prompt  to  rigorous  couniels 
was  the  genius  of  Drufus.  Vibulenus  and  Percen- 
nius  were  produced,  and  by  his  command  executed 
It  is  by  many  recounted,  that  in  his  own  tent  they 
were  fecretly  difpatched  and  buried  ;  by  others, 
that  their  bodies  were  ignomimoufly  thrown  over 
the  entrenchments,  for  a  public  fpecStocle  of  terror. 

Search  was  then  made  for  other  remarkable  in¬ 
cendiaries.  Some  were  caught  Ikuking  without 
the  camp,  and  there  by  the  Centurions  or  Praeto¬ 
rian  foldiers  {lain.  Others  were  by  their  feveral 
companies  delivered  up,  as  a  proof  of  their  own 
fidelity.  The  confirmation  of  the  foldiers  was 
heightened  by  the  precipitate  acceffion  of  winter, 
with  rains  inceflant,  and  fo  violent,  that  they  were 
unable  to  ftir  from  their  tents,  or  maintain  com¬ 
mon  intercourfe,  nay  fcarce  to  preferve  their  ftand- 
ards,  a  (faulted  continually  by  tempeftuous  winds 
and  rao-ino-  floods.  Dread  befides  of  the  angry  Owls 
ftiii  Doffefled  them  ;  “  nor  was  it  at  random,  they 
cc  thought,  that  fuch  profane  traitors  were  thus  vi¬ 
ce  filed  “with  black  eclipfes,  and  roaring  tempers  ; 
“  neither  againft  thefe  their  calamities  was  there 
“  other  relief  than  the  relinquishing  of  a  camp  by 
“  impiety  contaminated  and  accurfed,  and,  alter 
“  expiation  of  their  guilt,  returning  to  their  feve- 
<c  rai  gar i Ions.”  The  eighth  legion  departed  nrlt ; 
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tiicn  tie  fifteenth  :  the  ninth,  with  earneft  clamours, 
fJ"'-cc  l0y  continuing  there  till  the  letters  from  Ti- 
b.-nus  arrived  ;  but  when  defected  by  the  other  two, 
r.en  courage  failed,  and  by  following  of  their  own 
accord,  they  prevented  the  fhame  of  being  forced. 

tuius  feemg  order  and  tranquillity  thus  reftored, 

tvitnout  %mgfor  the  return  of  the  Deputies,  re¬ 
turned  hunielf  to  Rome. 

A Imoft  at  the  fame  time,  and  from  the  fame 
can.es,  the  legions  in  Germany  raifed  an  infurrec- 
non,  witn  greater  numbers,  and  thence  with  more 
Raflionate  too  were  their  hopes  that  Ger- 
mameus  would  never  brook  the  rule  of  another,  but 
jocid  to  toe  fpint  of  the  legions,  who  had  force  fuf- 
jcient  to  bring  the  whole  Empire  under  his  fway. 
Upon  toe  Rhine  were  two  armies ;  that  called  the 
commanded  by  Caius  Silius,  Lieutenant- 
Oc-neral;  the  lower,  by  Aulus  C^cina.  The 
command  in  chief  refted  in  Germanicus,  then  bufy 
collecting  the  tribute  in  Gaul.  The  forces  how' 
ever  under  Silius,  with  cautious  ambiguity,  watch- 
ed  the  rnccefs  of  the  revolt  which  others  began  : 

.  °A  t“e  So«diers  of  the  lower  army  had  broken  out 
into  open  outrages,  which  began  from  the  fifth  le¬ 
gion,  and  the  one  and  twentieth,  who  drew  after 
tnem  the  fir  ft  and  the  twentieth.  Thefe  were  al¬ 
together  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  Ubians,  paffino- 
tne  campaign  in  utter  idlenefs,  or  light  duty  :  fo 
tnat  upon  the  news  that  Auguftus  was  dead,  the 
whole  iw arm  of  new  foldiers  lately  levied  in  the  ci¬ 
ty,  men  accuftomed  to  the  effeminacies  of  Rome, 
am!  impatient  of  every  military  hardfhip,  began  to 
poileis  the  ignorant  minds  of  the  reft  with  manv 
turbulent  expectations,  u  that  now  was  prefented 

r'e  |uc^y  juncture  for  Veterans  to  demand  intire 
cm  million  ;  the  frefh  foldiers,  larger  pay  ;  and  all, 
mme  mitigation  of  their  miferies  ;  as  alio  to  re¬ 
turn  due  vengeance  for  the  cruelties  of  the  Cen- 

u  turionsV 
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“  turions.”  Thefe  were  not  the  harangues  of  a 
fingle  incendiary,  like  Percennius  amongft  the  Pan- 
nonian  legions ;  nor  uttered,  as  there,  in  the  ears 
of  men,  who,  while  they  law  before  their  eyes  ar¬ 
mies  greater  than  their  own,  mutinied  with  awe 
and  trembling :  But  here  was  a  fedition  of  many 
mouths,  filled  with  many  boafls,  cc  that  in  their 
44  hands  lay  the  power  and  fate  of  Rome  ;  by  their 
44  vidlories  the  Empire  was  inlarged,  and  from. 

44  them  the  Csefars  took,  as  a  compliment,  the 
44  furname  of  Germanicus.” 

Neither  did  Caecina  drive  to  redrain  them.  A 
madnefs  fo  extenlive  had  bereft  him  of  all  his  bra¬ 
very  and  drmnefs.  In  this  precipitate  frenzy  they 
rufhed  at  once,  with  fwords  drawn,  upon  the  Cen¬ 
turions,  the  eternal  objedls  of  their  refentment,  and 
always  the  firft  victims  to  their  vengeance.  I  hem 
they  dragged  to  the  earth,  and  upon  each  bedewed 
a  terrible  portion  of  fixty  blows;  a  number  pro¬ 
portioned  to  that  of  Centurions  in  a  legion.  T  hen 
bruifed,  mangled,  and  half  expiring,  as  they  were, 
they  call  them  all  out  of  the  camp,  fome  into  the 
dream  of  the  Rhine.  Septimius,  who  had  for  re¬ 
fuge  fled  to  the  tribunal  of  Caecina,  and  lay  clafping 
his  feet,  was  demanded  with  fuch  imperious  vehe¬ 
mence,  that  he  was  forced  to  be  furrendered  to 
dedru&ion.  Caflius  Chereal  (afterwards  famous  to 
poderity  for  killing  Caligula)  then  a  young  man  of 
undaunted  fpirit,  and  one  of  the  Centurions,  bold¬ 
ly  opened  himfelf  a  paffage  with  his  fword  through  a 
crowd  of  armed  foes  driving  to  l'eize  him.  After  this 
no  further  authority  remained  to  the  Tribunes, 
none  to  the  Camp-Marfhals.  The  feditious  fol- 
diers  were  their  own  officers  ;  fet  the  watch,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  guard,  and  gave  all  orders  proper  in  the 
prefent  exigency.  Hence  thofe  who  dived  deeped 
into  the  fpirit  of  the  foldiery,  gathered  a  fpecial  in- 
dicatio'n  how  powerful  and  obdurate  the  prefent  in- 

C  5  furredliom 
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furre&ion  was  like  to  prove ;  for  in  their  conduft 
‘U'CiC  no  marks  of  a  rabble,  where  every  man’s  will 
guides  him,  or  the  infligation  of  a  few  controuls 
the  whole.  Here,  all  at  once  they  raged,  and  all 
at  once  kept  filence  ;  with  lb  much  concert  and 
fleadinefs,  that  you  would  have  believed  them  un¬ 
der  the  fovereign  direction  of  one. 

T o  Germanicus  the  while,  then  receiving,  as  I 
have  faid,  the  tribute  in  Gaul,  news  were  brought 
of  the  deceafe  of  Auguflus,  whole  grand-daughter 
Agrippina  he  had  to  wife,  and  by  her  many  chil¬ 
dren.  He  was  himfelf  the  grandfon  of  Livia,  by 
her  1  on  Drulus  the  brother  of  I  iberius  }  but  ever 
under  heavy  anxiety  from  the  fecret  hate  which  his 
uncle  and  grandmother  bore  him  ;  hate  the  more 
virulent,  as  its  grounds  were  altogether  unrighteous, 
h  or,  dear  and  adored  was  the  memory  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  Drufus  amongfl  the  Roman  people,  and  from 
him  was  firmly  expedled,  that  had  he  fucceeded  to 
the  Empire,  he  would  have  reflored  public  liberty. 
Hence  their  zeal  for  Germanicus,  and  of  him  the 
fame  hopes  conceived  ;  as  from  his  youth  he  pof- 
fcded  a  popular  fpirit,  and  marvellous  affability, 
utterly  remote  from  the  comportment  and  addrefs 
of  Tiberius,  ever  haughty  and  myfierious.  The 
animofities  too  between  the  ladies  adminiflred  frefU 
fuel,  while,  towards  Agrippina,  Livia  was  actuat¬ 
ed  by  the  defpight  natural  to  flep-mothers :  and 
Over-tempeftuous  was  the  indignation  of  Agrippi¬ 
na  ;  only  that  her  known  chaftity,  and  love  for  hex 
hufband,  always  gave  her  mind,  however  vehe¬ 
ment,  a  virtuous  turn. 

But  Germanicus,  the  nearer  he  flood  to  fupreme 
rule,  the  more  vigour  he  exerted  to  fecure  it  to  Ti¬ 
berius  ;  to  whom  he  obliged  the  Sequanians,  a 
neighbouring  people,  as  alfo  the  feveral  Belgic  ci¬ 
ties,  to  fwear  prefent  allegiance  ,  and  the  moment 
he  learnt  the  uproar  of  the  legions,  polled  thither. 


Boot I.  OF  TACITUS.  35 

He  found  them  advanced  without  the  camp  to  re 
ceive  him,  with  eyes  call  down,  in  feigne  0  c 
of  remorfe.  After  he  entered  the  entrenchments, 

inftantly  his  ears  were  filled  with  P1**1®  “d 
ances,  uttered  in  hideous  and  mixt  clamours.  Way, 
Jome  catching  his  hand,  as  if  they  meant  to  kus  , 
thruft  his  fingers  into  their  mouths,  to  feft 
gums  deftitute  of  teeth  ;  others  ^wed  tneir  Jimb 
enfeebled,  and  bodies  Hooping  under  old  age..  As 
he  faw  the  affembly  mixt  at  random,  he  commanded 
them  “  to  range  themfelves  into  companies,  the 
“  more  diftinaiy  to  hear  his  anfwers  ;  as  al.o  to 

“  place  before  them  their  feveral  Enfigns^  that  the. 

“  cohorts  at  leaft  might  be  diftingui&ed.  With 
flownefs  and  relu£bnce  they  obeyed  him.  i  hen 
beginning;  with  an  encomium  upon  the  venerab  . 
memory  of  Auguftus,”  he  proceeded  o^. 
many  victories  and  many  triumphs  of  Tiberius,. 
-  and  with  peculiar  praifes  celebrated  the  glorious 
“  and  immortal,  deeds,  which  with  thefe  very  le- 
“  o-ions  he  had  accomplifhed  in  Germany, 
next  boafted  the  quiet  ftate  of  things,  the  confent 
of  all  Italy,  the  loyal  faith  of  both  the  Gauls  ;  and. 
every  quarter  of  the  Roman  ftate  exempt  from  diiaf- 

fedtion  and  diforders*.  .  u 

Thus  far  they  liftened  with  fftence,  at  leaft  with. 

moderate  murmuring ;  but  the  moment  he  touc  ie  . 

their  {'edition,  and  queftioned,  “  where  now  was 

«  the  wonted  modefty  of  foldiers  ?  wheie  the  glory 

“  of  ancient  difcipline  ?  whither  had  they  chafed 
«  their  Tribunes,,  whither  their  Centurions  to  a 
man,  they  {flipped  themfelves  to  thefkin,  and  t  lere 
expofed  the  feams  of  their  wounds,  andbruifesof 
their  chaftifements,  in  the  rage  of  reproach..  1  hem 
in  the  undiftinguilhed  voice  of  uproar,  they  urged,, 
“  the  exactions  for  occafional  exemptions ;  their 
m  fcanty  pay  ;  and  their  rigorous  labours  which. 

they  reprefented  in  a  long  detail]  “  ramparts  to  be 
’  r  c  h  reared  i 
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“  reared  >  entrenchments  digged,  trees  felled  and 
arawn  ;  forage  cut  and  carried;  fuel  prepared 
“  and  fetched  with  every  other  article  of  toil 
required,  by  the  exigencies  of  war,  or  to  prevent 
niitnefs  in  the  loldiery.  Above  all,  from  the  Ve- 
teians  aiofe  a  cry  mold  vehement  and  furious  :  they 
cnumeiated  thirty  years  or  upwards  undergone  in 
*  lervice,  ct  and  befought,  that,  to  men  utterly 
i5,  fpent,  he  would  adminifter  refpite,  nor  fuffer 
them  to  be  beholden  to  death  for  the  laid  relief 
“  from  their  toils  ;  but  difcharge  them  from  a  war¬ 
fare  fo  lading  and  fevere,  and  grant  them  the 
means  of  a  comfortable  recefs.”  Nay,  fome  there 
v/ere  who  required  of  him  the  money  bequeathed 
them  by  Auguftus ;  and  towards  Germanicus  ut¬ 
tering  zealous  vows,  with  omens  of  happy  fortune, 
declared  their  cordial  attachment  to  his  caufe,  if 
he  would  himfelf  alTume  the  Empire.  Here,  as  al¬ 
ready  fdained  with  their  treafon,  he  leaped  headlong 
from  they  Tribunal ;  but  with  fwords  drawn  they 
oppofed  his  departure,  and  threatened  his  life,  if  he 
refufed  to  return  :  yet,  with  paflionate  pro teftat ions, 
that  “  he  would  rather  die  than  be  a  traitor,55 
he  fnatched  his  fword  from  his  fide,  and  aiming  full 
at  his  breaft,  would  have  buried  it  there,  had  not 
thofe  who  were  next  him  feized  his  hand,  and  by 
force  reftrained  him.  A  duller  of  foldiers  in  the 
extremity  of  the  alTembly,  exhorted  him,  nay,  what 
is  incredible  to  hear,  fome  particulars  advancing 
nearer,  exhorted  him,  to  Jlrike  home .  In  truth,  one 
Calufidius,  a  common  foldier,  prefented  him  his 
naked  fword,  and  added,  “  it  is  fharper  than  your 
ic  own a  behaviour  which  to  the  reft,  outrageous 
as  they  were,  feemed  lavage,  and  of  horrid  ex¬ 
ample.  Hence,  the  friends  of  Germanicus  had 
time  to  fnatch  him  away  to  his  tent. 

It  was  here  confulted  what  remedy  to  apply  ;  for 
it  was  advifed,  that  “  minifters  of  fedition  were 

pre- 
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“  preparing  to  be  p  ederaev  in  the  revolt ; 

“  draw  them  too  into  a  co  y  ^  ^ 

::  £eae  3^"  -r  ^  3 

“  Str  they  would  break  in,  and  ravage  aU 

“  Gaul”’  This  dread  was  augmented  by  another  . 

and  were  ready  to  invade  the  Empire, 

the  Rhine  were  left  unSu^  N°^  lead  them 
,0n*  c  ^nd  the  auxiliaries  or  Kome,  anu  . 

againft  the  departing  Legions,  was  to  rou i  e  a i  cm 
war:  feverity  was  dangerous ;  the  way  of  g 

infamous  •  and  alike  threatnmg  it  was  to  the  Mat  , 
",rant  the  turbulent  foldiers  nothing,  or  yield  them 
evening  After  revolving  every  reafon  and  ob- 
*  a.*  rprnu  was  to  feign  letters  and  direction^ 

jeotion,  u  that  thofe  who  had  ferved  twenty 

‘‘°  years  {hould  be  finally  difcharged  5  FtAas  had 
“  ferved  fixteen  be  under  the  en  ign  a  P  | 

«  Veterans,  releafed  from  every  duty, 

«  repulfing  the  enemy  }  and  the  legacy  which  they 
«  demanded,  {hould  be  paid  and  doubled. 

The  foldiers,  whoperceived,  that,  purely  to  eva 
prefent  difficulty,  the  conceffions  were  forced, 
filled  to  have  them  forthwith  executed ;  and ^  mftant  y 
the  Tribunes  difpatched  the  difchaige  of  t 
tans  That  of  the  money  was  adjourned  to  th 
feveral  winter-quarters  :  but  the  fifth  Legion  arid 
the  one  and  twentieth,  refufed  to  ftn,  tm  in  th 
very  camp  they  were  paid  ;  fo  that  out  of  the  money 
referr  ed  by  himfelf  and  his  friends  for  travelling  ex¬ 
pends,  Germanicus  was  obliged  to  raile  the  lum. 

Caecina,  Lieutenant-General,  lcd  ,thfe  ubiam 
and  twentieth,  back  to  the  capital  of  theUbans, 
an  infamous  march,  when  the  plunder  of  their  U 
neral’s  coffers  was  carried  arnidft  the  Enfigns  and 
Roman  Eagles.  Germanicus,  the  while,  Pr?^e® 
ing  to  the  army  in  higher  Germany,  brought^he 
2  * 
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allegiance  without  hef.Son  TT,  “  twT 
who  mamfefled  fo me  ftort  fufpenfe  he  fouttee,ltfl» 

^.a.en^ofcheicno^^^ 

But:  a  party  of  Veterans  which  Monger!  tn 
diforderly  Legions  3,vl  ,-u„  •  Thonged  to  the 
e^i  ■  *  olons)  ana  then  in  garifon  amon n-  ti,0 
Chaucians,  as  they  beorm  a  r  jv  i  S 

fome*,,  Wii^/,rjarrure;fr: 

nius  eCa  yA/nn!X,eCUt,°n  comrnanded  by  Men- 
tnus,  Cam p-Marflial ,  and  rather  of  good  example 

han  done  by  competent  authority.  §  The  tumult 

however  fweJJing  again  with  freih  rage,  he  fled Tut 

was  d,  Covered  ;  fo  that,  finding  no  Ifety  in  iurk- 

,  rrom  Dis  own  bravery  he  drew  his  defence  and 
declared,  -  that  to  himlelf,  who  was  onTy  £ 
tt  ^P-Marihal,  thefe  their  outrages  were  not 
«<  th°eT’rbUt  QTe  t0  ,the  authorit7  of  Germanicus  ' 

“  EmpeSr"  Atft’  "  aJefiy  °f  Tiber*us  their 
Emperor  Al  the  tame  tune,  braving  and  dif- 

maymg  all  that  would  have  flopped  him,  he  fiercely 

/hatched  the  colours,  faced  about  towards  the  Rhine7 

am,,  pronouncing  the  doom  of  traitors  and  deferters’ 

bac^to  tTn  Wb°  f°ri00k  his  rank$’  brouSht  ther« 
hnt^  i  c,r  Wlnter-quarters,  mutinous,  in  truth, 
but  not  daring  to  mutiny.  y 

In  the  mean  time  the  deputies  from  the  Senate 
met  Germanicus  at  the  altar  of  the  Ubians,  whither 
in  hi 3  return  he  was  arrived.  Two  Legions  wintered 
th-t. ,  the  firft,  and  twentieth,  with  the  foldiers 
lately  placed  under  the  ftandard  of  Veterans  :  men 
aheauy  under  the  diffractions  of  guilt  and  fear  • 
and  now  a  new  terror  poflef Ted  them,  that  the/e 
Senators  were  come  armed  with  injunctions  to  can¬ 
cel  every  concefhon  which  they  had  by  fedition  ex- 

toru  'V  anL»  as 't  is  the  cuflom  of  the  crowd  to  be 
ever  charging  fomebody  with  the  crimes  fuggefled 

by  tneir  own  lalfe  alarms,  the  guilt  of  this  imaginary 

decree 
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,  kid  uoon  Minutius  Plancus,  a  Senator 

dfCronfula?  dignity,  and  at  the  head  of  this  deputa- 
f  ^  ln  the  dead  of  night,  they  began  to  clamour 
1°  H  for  the  purple  ftandard  placed  in  the  quarters 
f  rimanicus  and  rufhing  tumultuoufly  to  his 
fate  S  the  doors,  dragged  the  Prince  out  of  his 
gd  and  with  menaces  of  prefent  death,  compelled 
him  to  deliver  the  ftandard.  Then,  as  they  roved 

about  the  camp,  they  met  the JJ^nTn-to Ger- 
havin?  learnt  the  outrage,  were  haftenmg  to  Uer 

mSs  upon  them  they  poured  a  deluge  of  con¬ 
tumelies,  and  were  devoting  them  to  prefent  daugh¬ 
ter  •  Plancus  chiefly,  whom  the  dignity  of  his  cha- 
naer  had  reftrained  from  flight  >  nor  m  this  mortal 
da.wer  had  he  other  refuge  than  the  quarters  of  the 
firft° Legion,  where,  embracing  the  Eagle,  and 
other  eniigns,  he  fought  fanftuary  from  the  religi- 
ous  veneration  ever  paid  them.  But,  F 
rt-bo-ion  had  not  Calpurmus  the  Eagle-bearer  by 
force  defeated  the  violent  affault,  in  the  Roman 
camp  had  been  flain  an  Ambaffador  of  the  Roman 
people,  and  with  his  blood  the  inviolable  altars  of 
the  Gods  had  been  flamed  ;  a  barbarity  lare  even  in 
the  camp  of  an  enemy.  At  laft,  day  returning, 
when  the  General,  and  the  foldiers,_  and  tneir  actions 
could  be  diftinguiftied,  Germamcus  entered  the 
camp j  and  commanding  Plancus  to  be  brought, 
feated  him  by  himfelf  upon  the  tribunal :  he  then 

inveighed  againft  the  late  “pernicious frenzy,  which 
“  in  it,  he  faid,  had  fatality,  and  was  rekindled 
“  by  no  defpite  in  the  foldiers,  but  by  that  of  the 
“  angry  Gods.”  He  explained  the  genuine  pur- 
pofes  of  that  Embaffy,  and  lamented  with  affecting 
eloquence  “  the  outrage  committed  upon  Plancus, 
“  altogether  brutal  and  unprovoked ;  the  foul  vio- 
“  lence  done  to  the  facred  perfon  of  an  Ambahador, 
“  and  the  mighty  difgrace  from  thence  derived 
“  upon  the  Legion.”  Yet  as  the  affembly  fhewed 

*  ixiQic 


4'°  THE  ANNALS  e  ,  r 

more  flunefa^ion 

*tiUSSB?  gS^fc?*1 the 

“  even  of  fuccour  againff  f  ^  ^  °bedlence’  and 
“  he  had  taken  wronfl  reVoiters-  Already 

;;  fyf charging  ^“^£^1?“  rs*’ 

«  Jfifed°his  ownfafetyl 

“  with  cLdfto  tt  dr’  rhyhiswife  4 

4e  wantonly  violating  all  th  °Ut,ng^ous  traitors, 
“  amongft  men  ?  \6  moft  facred  right 

“  his  wife  and*  fo  ^  T?  ?  kaft  to  «lore 

“.  «»»•”  He  waeCtrefS"!’  ff  f  *• 

Pina  was  averfe  to  leave  him  b,  f‘deS  ^gnP' 

“  flie  was  the  grand-da n.Lrr  a  d  Urged  that 
“  in  aTm^f^ 

wjth  great  tendemefs  “Kny  teJs^J^  m”? 

with  her  to  deoart  T'n„„  7  ’  he  prevailed 

“<°"S  a  ta/S  4SS  t“h‘e  ^ 
great  commander  fled  like  a  fno-iti,,/  j  fe  °J  a 
bofom  bore  her  infant  fon  u  and  uPon  her 

-r  - 

&  ,he” »» •I'Tg^'r.s 

aSSSSTsSS 

Caefar,  various  and  flouriflm  of  ^rmanicus 
tion  and  inouirv  in  fh„  n  g,’  awakened  atten- 
theycied,  i  !”****  tens-, 

-  Srttlrf °f  ?“r»  ^ 

::  s*-sl4» 

-  Genefal  3  mk  «nongft  them,  undillin- 

“  guiihed 
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“  guilhed  by  any  mark  of  her  princely  dignity, 

Ci  deftitute  of  her  ordinary  train j  frightened  from 
“  the  Roman  Legions,  and  repairing,  like  an  ex  1  e, 

<c  for  (belter  to  Treves,  there  to  commit  herfeii  to 
“  the  faith  of  foreigners.”  Hence  lhame  and  com- 
miferation  feized  them,  and  the  remembrance  of  her 
illuftrious  family,  with  that  of  her  own  virtues ; 
the  brave  Agrippa  her  father  ;  the  mighty  Auguitus 
her  grand-father  ;  the  amiable  Drulus  her  father- 
in-law,  herfelf  celebrated  for  a  fruitful  bed,  and  of 
fignal  chaftity :  add  the  confideration  of  her  litt  e 
fon,  born  in  the  camp,  nurfed  in  the  arms  of  the 
Legions,  and  by  themlelves  named  Caligula,  a  mi¬ 
litary  name  from  the  boots  which  of  the  fame  fafhion 
with  their  own,  in  compliment  to  them,  and  to 
win  their  affections,  he  frequently  wore.  But  no¬ 
thing  fo  effectually  fubdued  them  as  their  own  envy 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  Treves.  Hence  they  all 
befought,  all  adjured,  that  file  would  return  to 
themfelves,  and  with  themfelves  remain.  Thus 
fome  flopped  Agrippina  ;  but  the  main  body  re¬ 
turned  with  their  intreaties  to  Germanicus  ;  who, 
as  he  was  yet  in  the  tranfports  of  grief  and  anger, 
addreffed  himfelf  on  this  wife  to  the  furrounding 
crowd  : 

“  To  me  neither  is  my  wife  or  fon  dearer  than 
“  my  father  and  the  commonwealth.  But  him 
44  doubtlefs  his  proper  majefty  will  defend  ;  and 
44  the  other  armies  will  defend  the  Roman  State. 
44  As  to  my  wife  and  children,  whom,  for  your 
44  glory,  I  could  freely  facrifice  ;  I  now  remove 
44  them  from  your  rage,  that  by  my  blood  alone 
44  may  be  expiated  whatever  further  mifehief  your 
44  fury  meditates  ;  and  that  the  murder  of  the  great 
44  grandfon  of  Auguftus,  the  murder  of  the  daughter- 
44  in-law  of  Tiberius,  may  not  be  added  to  mine, 
44  nor  to  the  blacknefs  of  your  paft  guilt.  For, 
44  during  thefe  days  of  phrenly,  what  has  been  too 

64  horrid 
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. ™  iitVZZTn  *hat  */“*  th«' 

«  ^mefhalllghefcanlcjf  What 

::  j* »  S  sZfete 

::  himij?a%e.?  cssj1^ 

««  ofZ  R  VetTPJedUp0n  thefnpreme  authority 
ot  the  Roman  Senate?  Laws religioufly  cbfeS 

“  &ST?  enreS’.T°U  have  P-faLd™ 

“  ba/rarln  C.  Pr,vl!eges  and  perfons  of  Am- 

“  dei fieri  7  r  'fnke?  tbe  Jaws  of  nati°ns.  The 
“  bvtlif113  Cf far  HueUed  a  fedition  in  his  army 

“  foJlow  him  "r'1  ’  r  ca^s  who  refufed  to 
«<  °J°  h™’  T™nf”icn.  i  he  deified  Aueuftus 

“  ?f  j'after  thc  battle  of  Adtium,  the  Legions 
“  KvT  Tt  ny’  Triflsd  them  ^to  fubmif- 
“  look  Th  flgn-lty  °f  h‘S  Prefence>  ar*d  an  awful 
«  Whom  r  V  6  ’  lt:  1S  tr,Ue’  are  mighty  characters, 

“  blood  /h  un°t  CmUlate  =  but’  as  I  inherit  their 
til  d’  fhl ould  the  armies  in  Syria  and  Spain  con- 

“  Sr  fh  ?YS  r  fll°uM  think  th"ir  beha- 

„  V10ur  Grange  and  bafe.  Yet  you  are  the  firft 

“  bvTL  tWe'rCt!‘  ,I/egionS’  the  former  enrolled 
c,  by  Tiberius  himfelf,  the  other  his  conftant  com- 

«t  Pani°ns  m  fo  many  battels,  his  partners  in  f0 

«t  many  victories,  and  by  him  enriched  with  fo  many 

«  ,  °unt‘es  •  Is  tb‘s  the  worthy  return  you  make 

«<  T0rUr  f'tnpeior,  and  late  commander  ?  And  fhall 

“  ,n  SeraUth°r  °f/Uch  tidings  to  him>  in  the 
,<  ™  of  congratulations  and  happy  accounts 

t{  fl0m  fveT  Province  in  the  Empire,  that  his  own 

<{  new  levies,  as  well  as  his  own  Veterans  who 

,<  ,?ng  f°u|bt  under  him,  thefe,  not  appeafed  by 

it  -e{,f  ‘icilargeJ  and  neither  of  them  lariated 

<(  with  the  money  given  tliem,  are  both  Hill  com- 

«<  h‘Cd  un  r  furlOUS  mutiny  that  here,  and  only 
here,  the  Centurions  are  butchered,  the  Tribunes 

driven  away,  the  Ambafladors  imprifoned  ;  that 

“  with 
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with  blood  the  camp  is  ftained  ;  that  the  rivers 
cc  flow  with  blood  ;  and  that  for  me,  his  foil,  1 
tc  hold  a  precarious  life  amongft  men  thus  raging 
44  and  implacable  ? 

“  Why  did  you  the  other  day,  ch  unleatonable 
U  friends  !  fnatch  away  my  fword,  when  I  would 
U  have  plunged  it  into  my  breafi  ?  He  who  offered 
me  his  own  fword,  adted  better,  and  was  more 
my  friend.  I  would  then  have  fallen  nappy,  as 
my  death  would  have  hid  from  mine  eyes  fo 
««  many  horrible  crimes,  fmce  committed  by  my 
«  own  army.  You  too  would  have  chofen  another 
44  General,  who,  though  he  would  have  left  my 
44  death  unpunifhed,  yet  would  have  iought  ven- 
44  geance  for  that  of  V arus,  and  tne  three  Legions. 
44  For  the  Gods  are  too  juft  to  permit  that  the  Bel- 
44  gians,  however  generoufly  they  offer  their  fer- 
44  vice,  Ihall  reap  the  credit  and  renown  of  retriev- 
44  ing  the  dory  of  the  Roman  name,  and  of  re- 
44  ducing  in  behalf  of  Rome  the  German  nations 
44  her  foes.  I  therefore  here  invoke  thy  fpirit  now 
44  with  the  Gods,  oh  deified  Auguftus  ;  and  thy 
44  image  interwoven  in  the  enligns,  and  thy  me- 
44  mory,  oh  deceafed  father,  to  vindicate  thcie  Le- 
44  gions  from  this  foul  infamy.  T  hey  already  feel 
44  the  remorfes  of  fhame,  and  a  feme  or  honour. 
44  Let  them  turn  the  tide  of  their  civil  rage  to  the 
44  deftruciion  of  their  common  enemy.  And  for 
44  you,  my  fellow  foldiers,  in  whom  I  now  behold 
44  other  countenances,  and  minds  happily  changed  ; 
44  if  you  mean  to  reftore  to  the  Senate  its  Ambaf- 
44  fadors,  to  your  Emperor  your  fworn  obedience, 
44  to  me  my  wife  and  fon ;  fly  the  company  of  in- 
44  cendiaries,  feparate  the  fober  from  the  feditious. 
44  This  will  be  a  faithful  fign  of  remorfe,  this  a  firm 
44  pledge  of  fidelity. ” 

Thefe  words  foftened  them  into  Applicants  : 

they  confefled  that  all  his  reproaches  were  true  ; 
J  they 
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they  befought  him  to  punifh  the  guilty  and  mali¬ 
cious,  to  pardon  the  weak  and  milled,  and  to  lead 
them  agamft  the  enemy ;  to  recal  his  wife,  to  bring 
back  his  ion,  nor  to  buffer  the  fofterling  of  the  Le- 
gions  to  be  given  in  hoftage  to  the  Gauls.  Again!* 
the  recalling  of  Agrippina  he  alledged  the  advance 

th*7l  S’  rnd  aPProach’ng  delivery  ;  but  faid, 

that  his  fon  fnould  return,  and  that  to  themfelves  he 
left  to  execute  what  remained  further  to  be  executed. 
Inltantly,  with  changed  refentments,  they  ran,  and! 
feizrng  the  molt  feditious,  dragged  them  in  bonds 
tenants  Letromus,  commander  of  the  firli  Legion, 
who  judged  and  punilhed  them  in  this  manner.  The 
■Legions,  with  their  fwords  drawn,  furrounded  the 
1  ribunai ;  from  thence  the  prifoner  was  by  a  Tri¬ 
bune  expoied  to  their  view,  and  if  they  proclaimed 
him  guilty,  call- headlong  down,  and  executed  even 
by  his  fellow-foldiers,  who  rejoiced  in  the  execution, 
■becaufe  by  it  they  thought  their  own  guilt  to  be  ex¬ 
piated  :  nor  did  Germanicus  reftrain  them,  fince  on 
themfelves  remained  the  cruelty  and  reproach  of  the 
daughter  committed  without  any  order  of  his.  The 
Veterans  followed  the  fame  example  of  vengeance, 
ana  were  foon  after  ordered  into  Rhetia,  in  appear¬ 
ance  to  defend  that  province  again!*  the  invading 
Suevians  >  in  reality,  to  remove  them  from  a  camp, 
itil  horrible  to  their  fight,  as  well  in  the  remedy 
and  punifh  men  t,  as  from  the  memory  of  their  crime. 
Germanicus  next  pafTed  a  fcrutiny  upon  the  conduct 
and  characters  of  the  Centurions  :  before  him  they 
weie  cited  fmgly  •  and  each  gave  account  of  his 
name,  his  company,  country,  the  length  of  hrs 
feivice,  exploits  in  war,  and  military  prefents, 
if  he  had  been  diftinguifhed  with  any.  If  the 
Tribunes,  or  his  Legion,  bore  teflimony  of  his  di¬ 
ligence  and  integrity,  he  kept  his  poll ;  upon  con*- 

-cuiring  complaint  of  his  avarice  or  cruelty,  he  was 
degraded. 


Thus 
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Thus  were  the  prefent  commotions  appealed  ; 

that  they  had  not  perpetrated  ;  nay,  at  this  time, 
thaV Tr  Lrified  by  the  punifhment,  nor  reclaimed 

J  i n  their  furv.  Germamcus  tnereroie  uc 

SmitoS  tS  battle,  if  they  perfifted  in  them 
revolt,  and  prepared  veflels,  arms,  and  troops,  o 

5£*  the  fedition  in  Ulyricum  was! 
known  at  Rome,  tidings  of  the  uproar  in  the  Ger¬ 
man  Legions  arrived.  Hence  the  city  wa  filled 
™“u  much  terror,  and  hence  againft  Tiberius 
many  complaints,  “  that  while  with  fogned  eon- 
-  foliations  and  delays  he  mocked  the  Senate  and 
People,  once  the  great  bodies  of  the  eftate  but 
now  bereft  of  power  and  armies,  the  ioldieiy 
«  were  in  open  rebellion,  one  too  mighty  and  Hub- 
..  Lra  to  1  quelled  by  two  IW*  fo/o“|  m 
ii  years  and  authority.  He  ought  at  firft  to  ha\  e 

ii  tone  himfelf,  and  awed  them  with  the  majefty  ot 

ic  fmperial  power ;  as  doubtlefs  they  would  have 
‘I  returned  to  duty,  upon  the  fight  of  their  Ern¬ 
ie  peror,  a  Prince  of  confummate  experience,  the 
ii  Sovereign  difpofer  of  rewards  and  ferity  Did 
ii  Auguftus,  even  under  the  preffures  of  old  age 
‘1  and  infirmities,  take  fo  many  jourmes  into  Gei- 
"  many  r  and  Ihould  Tiberius,  in  the  vigour  ol 
his  life,  when  the  fame,  or  greater  occafions 
“  called  him  thither,  fit  lazily  in  the  Senate,  to 
i‘  watch  Senators,  and  cavil  at  words  ?  He  had 
“  fully  provided  for  thedomeftic  fervitude  ot  Rome  ; 
ii  he  eight  next  to  cure  the  licentroulnefs  of  the 
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not  TiberiuVVemT nfeteand  re,proaches  moved 

from  the  Capital,  the  centre  of  powe^and 

P^rTn  truthhanCe  °r  Pe",his  ar|d  em- 

preffed  and  pe^dlim  « difficute« 

“  was  the  ftronaer  •  that  of  P  German  arm7 
«  power  of  both  the  r  of  Pannoma  nearer;  the 
cc  f.u  j  .  Gauls  Supported  the  former  * 

tne  latter  was  at  the  tm tec  nf  T^i  xr  * 

“  by  fe„d'ng  °  Yonb;™8  f  £“' 

::  Si; 

«  r  i  }’ou'1?  Princes  would  be  excufed,  if  to  their 
«  father  tke7  "*«red  fuch  demands  as  were 
«  P°per  for  Aem  to  grant ;  and  if  they  difobeyed 

«  mai™f'CUS  andfDrufus’  his  °wn  authority  re- 
«  ^  l  ,  appeafe  or  punilh  them.  But  if  once 

«  nth  / COntemned  their  Emperor  himfelf,  what 

other  refource  was  behind  ?”  However  as  if  he 

had  been  upon  the  point  of  marching,  he  chofe  his  - 

SeT  butS,brVlded  -d  prepared1  a 

times'  that  of  T™  Yr  pretences>  fome- 
times  that  of  the  winter,  fometimes  bufmefs  he 

deceived  for  a  time  even  the  wifeftmen,  muchlonceT 
while!"1™11  Pe°P  65  3nd  the  provinces  for  a  grfat 

andGwnman‘CUS  aad  all"eady  drawn  together  his  army, 

Z  ,  Prepared  to  take  vengeance  on  the  feditiouf. 

thw  wS? f  tiiPn>P?  tO,all0W  fpace  for  triaI  whether 
they  would  follow  the  late  example,  and,  confult- 

heSf?ntr.T  f3fe^  do  juftice  uP°n  one  another ; 

«  n?nth  ierS  t0u  Caecina’  “  tha‘  he  himfelf  ap¬ 
proached,  with  a  powerful  force ;  and,  if  they 

“  prc- 
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<<  prevented  him  not,  by  executing  the  guilty,  he 
<C  ^ouia  put  all  indifferently  to  the  (laughter/ 
Thefe  letters  Caecina  privately  read  to  the  principal 
Officers,  and  fuch  of  the  camp  as  the  fedition  had 
not  tainted ;  befought  them,  “  to  redeem  them¬ 
es  felves  from  death,  and  all  from  infamy  5  urged 
44  that  in  peace  alone  reafon  was  heard,  and  merit 
a  diftinguifhed  }  but  in  the  rage  of  war,  the  blind 
fteel  fpared  the  innocent  no  more  than  the  guilty. 
The  Officers  having  tried  thofe  whom  they  believed 
for  their  purpofe,  and  found  the  majority  ftill  to 
perfevere  in  their  duty,  fettled,  in  concurrence  with 
the  General,  the  time  for  falling  with  the  fword 
upon  the  moft  notorioudy  guilty  and  turbulent. 
Upon  a  particular  fignal  given,  they  rufhed  into 
their  tents,  and  butchered  them ;  void  as  they  were 
of  all  apprehendon  j  nor  did  any  but  the  Centuri¬ 
ons  and  executioners  know  whence  the  maffacre 
began,  or  where  it  would  end. 

This  had  a  different  face  from  all  the  civil 
{laughters  that  ever  happened  :  it  was  a  daughter 
not  of  enemies  upon  enemies,  nor  from  different 
and  oppofite  camps,  nor  in  a  day  of  battle ;  but  of 
comrades  upon  comrades,  in  the  fame  tents  where 
they  eat  together  by  day,  where  they  dept  together 
by  night.  From  this  ftate  of  intimacy,  they  fly 
into  mortal  enmity ;  friends  launched  their  darts  at 
friends :  wounds,  outcries,  and  blood  were  open 
to  view ,  but  the  caufe  remained  hid  :  wild  chance 
governed  the  reft,  and  feveral  innocents  were  dain. 
For  the  criminals,  when  they  found  againft  whom 
all  this  fury  was  bent,  had  alfo  betaken  themfelves 
to  their  arms.  Neither  did  Caecina,  nor  any  of 
the  Tribunes,  intervene  to  ftay  the  rage:  fo  that 
the  foldiers  had  full  permiffion  of  vengeance,  with 
a  licentioufnefs  and  fatiety  of  killing.  Germanicus 
foon  after  entered  the  camp  now  full  of  blood  and 
carcaffes,  and,  lamenting  with  many  tears,  that 

9  44  this 
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“  this  was  not  a  remedy,  but  cruelty  and  defla¬ 
tion,  commanded  the  bodies  to  be  burnt.  The 
minds  of  the  reft,  ftill  tempeftuous  and  bloody 
were  tranfported  with  fudden  eagernefs  to  attack 
the  foe  ;  as  the  beft  expiation  of  their  tragical  fury  : 
nor  otherwife,  they  thought,  could  the  ghofts  of 
their  butchered  brethren  be  appeafed,  than  by  re¬ 
ceiving  in  their  own  profane  breafts  a  chaftifement 
or  honourable  wounds.  Germanicus  fell  in  with 
tne  araour  of  the  foldiers,  and  laying  a  bridge  upon 
the  Rhine,  marched  over  twelve  thoufand  Legion¬ 
ary  foldiers,  twenty-fix  cohorts  of  the  allies, °  and 

eight  regiments  of  horfe  ;  men  all  untainted  in  the 
late  fedition. 

The  Germans  rejoiced,  not  far  off,  at  this  va¬ 
cation  of  war,  occafioned  firff  by  the  death  of 
Auguffus,  and  afterwards  by  inteftine  tumults  in 
the  camp.  But  the  Romans  by  a  hafty  march 
palled  through  the  Caefian  woods,  and  levelling  the. 
barrier  formerly  begun  by  Tiberius,  pitched  their 
camp  upon  it.  In  the  front  and  rear  they  were  de¬ 
fended  by  a  palifade,  on  each  fide  by  a  barricade  of 
the  trunks  of  trees  felled.  From  thence,  beginning 
to  traverfe  gloomy  forefts,  they  flopped  to  confult 
which  of  two  ways  they  fhouldchufe,  the  fhort  and 
frequented,  or  the  longeff  and  leaft  known,  and 
thei  efore  unfufpedleci  by  the  foe.  The  longeff  wav 
was  chofen  ;  but  in  every  thing  elfe  difpatch  was 
obferved  :  for,  by  the  fcouts  intelligence  was  brought, 
that  the  Germans  did,  that  night,  celebrate  a  feffi- 
val,  with  great  mirth  and  revelling..  Hence  Cse- 
cina  was  commanded  to  advance  with  the  cohorts 
without  their  baggage,  and  to  clear  a  paffage 
through  the  foreft  :  at  moderate  a  diffance  followed 
the  Legions  :  the  clearnefs  of  the  night  facilitated 
the  march  ;  and  they  arrived  at  the  villages  of  the 
Marfians,  which  they  prefently  inveffed  with  guards. 
The  Germans  were  even  yet  under  the  effedfs  of 

their 
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their  debauch,  fcattered  here  and  there,  iome  in 
bed,  fome  lying  by  their  tables ;  no  watch  placed, 
no  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy.  So  utterly  had  their 
falfe  fecurity  banifhed  all  order  and  care  ;  and  they 
were  under  no  dread  of  war,  without  enjoying 
peace,  other  than  the  deceitful  and  lethargic  peace 
of  drunkards. 

The  Legions  were  eager  for  revenge ;  and  Ger- 
manicus,  to  extend  their  ravage,  divided  them  into 
four  battalions.  The  country  was  wafted  by  fire 
and  fword  fifty  miles  round  ;  nor  fex  nor  age  found 
mercy  ;  places  facred  and  prophane  had  the  ecjual 
lot  of  deftrudlion,  all  razed  to  the  ground,  and 
with  them  the  Temple  of  Tanfana,  of  all  others 
the  moft  celebrated  amongft  thefe  nations.  Nor 
did  all  this  execution  cofc  the  foldiers  a  wound, 
while  they  only  flew  men  half  afleep,  difarmed,  or 
difpei fed.  This  daughter  roufed  the  Brudterans, 
^be  T.  ubantes,  and  the  Uiipetes  ;  and  they  befet 
the  paftes  of  the  foreft,  through  which  the  army 
was  to  return;  an  event  known  to  Germanicus, 
and  he  marched  in  order  of  battle :  the  auxiliary 
cohorts  and  part  of  the  horle  led  the  van,  fol¬ 
lowed  ^loiC  by  the  firft  Legion  ;  the  baggage  was 
in  the  middle;  the  twenty-firft  Legion  clofed  the 
left  wing,  and  the  fifth  the  right ;  the  twentieth 
defended  the  rear ;  and  after  them  marched  the  reft 
of  the  allies.  But  the  enemy  ftirred  not,  till  the 
body  of  the  army  was  entered  the  wood  :  they  then 
began  lightly  to  infult  the  front  and  wings  ;  and,  at 
lair,  with  their  whole  force  fell  upon  the  rear 
The  light  cohorts  were  already  difordered  by  the 
c.ofe  German  bands,  when  Germanicus  ridino*  up 
to  the  twentieth  Legion,  and  exalting  his  voice  - 
*hls  was  the  feafon,  he  cried,  to  obliterate  the 
fcandal  o t  fedition  :  hence  they  fhould  fall  re- 
olutely  on,  and  convert  into  Hidden  praife  their 
f e  ^  *nd  offence.”  Thefe  words  inflamed 
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them  :  at  one  charge  they  broke  the  enemy,  drove 
them  out  of  the  wood,  and  slaughtered  them  in  the 
plain.  In  the  mean  while,  the  front  palled  the  fo¬ 
re  ft,  and  fortified  the  camp.  The  reft  of  the 
march  was  uninterrupted,  and  the  foldiers,  trufting 
to  the  merit  of  their  late  exploits,  and  forgetting  at 
once  paft  faults  and  terrors,  were  placed  in  winter- 
quarters. 

The  ty  dings  of  thefe  exploits  aftedfed  Tiberius 
with  gladnefs  and  anguifti.  He  rejoiced  that  the 
fedition  was  fupprefled  ;  but,  that  Germanicus  had, 
by  difcharging  the  Veterans,  by  fhortening  the  term 
of  fervice  to  the  reft,  and  by  largefles  to  all,  gained 
the  hearts  of  the  army,  as  well  as  earned  high  glo¬ 
ry  in  war  3  proved  to  the  emperor  matter  of  torture. 
To  the  Senate,  however,  he  reported  the  detail  of 
his  feats,  and  upon  his  valour  beftowed  copious 
praifes,  but  in  words  too  pompous  and  ornamental 
to  be  thought  dictated  by  his  heart.  It  was  with 
more  brevity  that  he  commended  Drufus,  and  his 
addrefs  in  quelling  the  fedition  oi  Illyricum,  but 
more  cordially  withal,  and  in  language  altogether 
fincere  ;  and  even  to  the  Pannonian  Legions  he 
extended  all  the  concefiions  made  by  Germanicus 
to  his  own. 

The  fame  year  died  Julia,  for  her  lewdnefs  long 
fmce  bamfhed  by  her  fattier  Auguftus  into  the  lfle 
of  Pandateria,  and  afterwards  to  the  city,  of  Rhe- 
ojum  upon  the  {freights  or  Sicily.  "W  hilft  Cains 
and  Lucius,  her  fons  by  Agrippa,  yet  lived,  {he 
was  given  in  marriage  to  Tiberius ;  and  defpifed 
him,  as  a  man  beneath  her.  Nor  any  motive  fo 
cogent  as  this  had  I  iberius  for  his  retirement  to 
Rhodes.  When  he  came  to  the  empire,  {he  was 
already  under  the  preflures  of  infamy  and  exile,  and 
fince  the  death  of  Agrippa  Pofthumus,  deftitute  of 
all  hope  and  fupport.  Yet  fuch  multiplied  diftreftes 

foftened  not  the  Emperor,  who,  by  a  long  train  of 

miferies. 
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miferies,  and  continued  want,  caufed  her  finally  to 
perifh  ;  as  he  fuppofed  that  in  the  difiance  of  her 
banifiiment  her  tragical  death  would  remain  con¬ 
cealed.  From  the  fame  root  was  derived  his  cruel¬ 
ty  to  Sempronius  Gracchus,  the  defcendant  of  a  fa¬ 
mily  eminently  noble,  himfelf  of  a  lively  wit  and 
prevailing  eloquence,  but  vicioufly  applied.  Fie, 
while  Julia  was  yet  Agrippa’s  wife,  had  debauched 
her :  neither  with  Agrippa  ended  their  vicious 
league  ;  but  after  file  was  given  to  Tiberius,  he 
fiill  perfified  her  adulterer,  and  towards  her  huf- 
hand  infpired  her  with  notable  averlion  and  con- 
tumacy  :  The  letters  too  by  her  written  to  her  fa¬ 
ther,  full  of  afperity  againft  Tiberius,  and  labour¬ 
ing  his  ruin,  were  thought  to  have  been  compofed 
by  Gracchus.  He  was  therefore  banifhed  to  Cer- 
cina,  an  ifiand  in  the  African  fea,  where,  for  four¬ 
teen  years,  he  fufiered  exile.  The  foldiers  dif- 
patched  to  die  afiafiination  found  him  upon  a  rifing 
by  the  ihore,  to  himfelf  prefaging  nothing  joyful 
from  their  arrival.  Of  them  he  only  defired  a  fhort 
relpite  to  fend  his  lafi  will  in  a  letter  to  Aiiiaria  his 
wife,  and  then  extended  his  neck  to  the  fword  of 
the  afiafiins  ;  a  conftancy  in  death  not  unworthy  the 
Sempronian  name  :  in  his  life  he  had  degenerated. 
Some  authors  have  related,  that  thefe  foldiers  were 
not  lent  diredtly  from  Rome,  but  by  Lucius  Af- 
prenas,  Proconful  of  Africa,  by  the  policy  and 
command  of  Tiberius,  who  in  vain  hoped  to  have 
caft  upon  Afprenas  the  imputation  of  the  murder. 

Fhere  was  likewife  this  year  an  admiilion  of  new 
rites,  by  the  efiablifhment  of  another  College  of 
Priefis,  one  facred  to  the  deity  of  Auguftus  ;  as 
formerly  Titus  Tatius,  to  preserve  the  religious 
rites  of  the  Sabines,  had  founded  the  fraternity  of 
Titian  Priefis.  To  fill  the  fociety,  one  and  twen¬ 
ty  the  mofi  confiderable  Romans  were  drawn  by 
lot,  and  to  them  were  added  Tiberius,  Drufus, 

D  2  Claudius* 
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Claudius,  and  Germanicus.  The  games  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  Auguftus,  began  then  firft  to  be  embroiled 
by  emulation  among  the  players,  and  by  the  ftrife 
of  parties  in  their  behalf.  Auguftus  had  counte¬ 
nanced  thefe  players,  and  their  art,  in  complai lance 
to  Maecenas,  who  was  mad  in  love  with  Bathylius 
the  comedian  ;  nor  to  fuch  favourite  amufements 
of  the  populace  had  he  any  averfion  himfelf ;  he  ra¬ 
ther  judged  it  an  acceptable  courtefy  to  mingle  with 
the  multitude  in  thefe  their  popular  pleakires.  Dif¬ 
ferent  was  the  temper  of  Tiberius,  different  his  po¬ 
litics  :  to  feverer  manners,  however,  he  durft  not 
yet  reduce  the  people  fo  many  years  indulged  in  li¬ 
centious  gaieties. 

In  the  confulfliip  of  Drufus  Caefar^  and  Caius 
Norbanus,  a  triumph  was  decreed  to  Geimanicus, 
while  the  war  ftiil  fubfifted.  He  was  preparing 
with  all  diligence  to  profecute  it  the  following  fum- 
mer ;  but  began  much  fooner  by  a  fudden  irrup¬ 
tion  early  in  the  fpring  into  the  terntones  of  the 
Cattians  ;  an  anticipation  of  the  campaign,  which 
proceeded  from  the  hopes  given  him  of  diffenfion 
among#  the  enemy,  cauiecl  by  the  oppofue  parties 
of  Armmius  and  Segeftes  ,  two  men  fignahy  known 
to  the  Romans  upon  different  accounts  ;  the  laft  for 
his  firm  faith,  the  firft  for  faith  violated.  Armimus 
was  the  incendiary  of  Germany ;  but  by  Segeftus 
had  been  given  repeated  warnings  of  an  intended 
revolt,  particularly  during  the  feftival  immediately 
preceding  the  infurrediion.  Fie  had  even  advifed 
Varus,  “  to  fecure  him  and  Arminius,  and  all  the 
a  other  chiefs  ;  for  that  the  multitude,  thus  bereft 
**  of  their  leaders,  would  dare  to  attempt  nothing  j 
and  V arus  have  tune  to  diftinguifh  crimes  and 
fuch  as  committed  none.”  But  by  his  own  fate, 
and  the  fudden  violence  of  Arminius,  \  arus  feu. 
Seo-eftes,  though  by  the  weight  and  unanimity. of 
his* nation,  he  was  forced  into  the  war,  yet  remain- 
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ed  at  conftant  variance  with  Arminius  :  a  domeftic 
quarrel  too  heightened  their  hate  ;  as  Arminius  had 
carried  away  the  daughter  of  Segeftes,  already  be¬ 
trothed  to  another ;  and  the  fame  relations  which 
amongft  friends  prove  bonds  of  tendernefs,  were 
frefh  Simulations  of  wrath  to  an  obnoxious  fon, 
and  an  offended  father. 

Upon  thefe  encouragements,  Germanicus  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  command  of  Csecina  four  Legions, 
five  thoufand  auxiliaries,  and  fome  bands  of  Ger¬ 
mans,  dwellers  on  this  fide  the  Rhine,  drawn  fud- 
denly  together ;  he  led  himfelf  as  many  Legions, 
with  double  the  number  of  allies,  and  erecting  a 
fort  in  mount  T aunus,  upon  the  old  foundations  of 
one  raifed  by  his  father,  rufhed  full  march  againft 
the  Cattians  ;  having  behind  him  left  Lucius  Apro- 
nius,  to  fecure  the  ways  from  the  fury  of  inunda¬ 
tions.  For,  as  the  roads  were  then  dry,  and  the 
rivers  low,  events  in  that  climate  exceedingly  rare, 
he  had  without  check  expedited  his  march,  but 
againft  his  return  apprehended  the  violence  of  rains 
and  floods.  Upon  the  Cattians  he  fell  with  fuch 
furprize,  that  all  the  weak,  through  fex  or  age, 
were  inftantly  taken  or  flaughtered.  Their  youth, 
by  fwimming  over  the  Adrana,  efcaped,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  force  the  Romans  from  building  a  bridge 
to  follow  them,  but  by  dint  of  arrows  and  engines 
were  repulfed  j  then  having  in  vain  tried  to  gain, 
terms  of  peace,  fome  fubmitted  to  Germanicus  ; 
the  reft  abandoned  their  villages  and  dwellings,  and 
difperfed  themfelves  in  the  woods.  Mattium,  the 
Capital  of  the  nation  he  burnt,  ravaged  all  the  open 
country,  and  bent  his  march  to  the  Rhine  :  nor 
durft  the  enemy  harafs  his  rear ;  an  ufual  practice 
of  theirs,  when  fometimes  they  fly  more  through 
craft  than  affright.  The  Cherufcans  indeed  were 
addicted  to  aftift  the  Cattians,  but  terrified  from  at¬ 
tempting  it  by  Cascina,  who  moved  about  with  his 

D  3  forces 


54  THE  ANNALS  Book  I. 

forces  from  place  to  place  3  and,  by  routing  the  Mar- 
fians  who  had  dared  to  engage  him,  reffrained  all 
their  efforts. 

Soon  after  arrived  deputies  from  Segeftes,  praying 
relief  againft  the  combination  and  violence  of  his 
countrymen,  by  whom  he  was  held  befieged  ;  as 
more  powerful  amongft  them  than  his  was  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Arminius,  fince  it  was  he  who  had  advifed 
the  war.  This  is  the  genius  of  Barbarians,  to 
judge  that  men  are  to  be  trufted  in  proportion  as 
they  are  fierce,  and  in  public  commotions  ever  to 
prefer  the  moft  refolute.  To  the  other  deputies  Se¬ 
geftes  had  added  Segimundus  his  fon 3  but  the 
young  man  faultered  a  while,  as  his  own  heart  ac- 
cufed  him  3  for  that,  the  year  when  Germany  re¬ 
volted,  he  who  had  been  by  the  Romans  created 
Prieft  of  the  Altar  of  the  Ubians,  rent  the  facerdo- 
tal  Tiara,  and  fled  to  the  revolters  :  yet,  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  Roman  clemency,  he  undertook  the 
execution  of  his  father’s  orders,  was  himfelf  gra- 
cioufly  received,  and  then  conducted  with  a  guard 
to  the  frontiers  of  Gaul.  Germamcus  led  back  nis 
army  to  the  relief  of  Segeftes,  and  was  rewarded 
with  fuccefs.  He  fought  the  befiegers,  and  refcued 
him  with  a  great  train  of  his  relations  and  followers  ; 
amongft  them  too  were  ladies  or  llluffiious  rank, 
particularly  the  wife  of  Arminius,  (he  who  was 
the  daughter  of  Segeftes  3  a  lady  more  of  the  fpi- 
rit  of  her  husband  than  that  of  her  father  3  a  fpirit 
fo  unfubdued,  that  from  her  eyes  captivity  forced 
not  a  tear,  nor  from  her  lips  a  Dreatii  in  the  flile 
of  a  iupplicant.  Not  a  motion  of  her  hands,  nor  a 
look  efcaped  her  3  but,  fait  acrofs  her  breaft  fhe 
held  her  arms,  and  upon  her  heavy  womb  her  eyes 
were  immoveably  fixed.  I  here  were  hkewiie  car¬ 
ried  Roman  fpoils  taken  at  the  daughter  of  \  arus 
and  his  army,  and  then  divided  as  prey  amongft 
many  of  thole  who  were  now  prifoners.  At  the 
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fame  time,  appeared  Segefles,  of  fuperior  ftature ; 
and  from  a  confidence  in  his  good  undemanding 
with  the  Romans,  undaunted.  In  this  manner  he 
fpoke  : 

4  This  is  not  the  firft  day,  that  to  the  Roman 
6  people  I  have  approved  my  faith  and  adherence. 

4  From  the  moment  I  was  by  the  deified  Auguftus 
4  prelented  with  the  freedom  of  the  city,  I  have 
4  continued  by  your  intereft  to  chufe  my  friends, 

*  by  your  intereft  to  denominate  my  enemies  ;  from 
‘  no  hate  of  mine  to  my  native  country  (for  odious 
4  are  traitors  even  to  the  party  which  they  embrace) 

4  but,  becaufe  the  fame  meafures  were  equally  con- 

*  ducing  to  the  benefit  of  the  Romans  and  of  the 
4  Germans  ;  and  I  was  for  peace  rather  than  war. 

4  For  this  reafon  I  applied  to  Varus,  the  then  Ge~ 

4  neral,  with  an  accufation  againft  Arminius,  who 
4  from  me  had  ravifhed  my  daughter,  and  with  you 
4  violated  the  faith  of  leagues.  But  growing  im- 
4  patient  with  the  flownefs  and  inadfivity  of  V arus, 

4  and  well  apprized  how  little  fecurity  was  to  be 
4  hoped  from  the  laws,  I  prefTed  him  to  feize  my- 
4  felf,  and  Arminius,  and  his  accomplices  ;  witnefs 
4  that  fatal  night,  to  me  I  wifh  it  had  been  the 
4  laft !  More  to  be  lamented  than  defended  are  the 
4  fad  events  which  followed.  I  moreover  call:  Ar- 
4  minius  into  irons,  and  was  myfelf  caff  into  irons 
4  by  his  fadfion  ;  and  as  foon  as  to  you,  Caefar,  I 
4  could  apply,  you  fee  I  prefer  old  engagements  to 
4  prefent  violence ;  tranquillity  to  combuffions ; 
4  with  no  view  of  my  own  to  intereft  or  reward, 
4  but  to  banifh  from  me  the  imputation  of  perfi- 
4  dioufnefs.  For  the  German  nation  too,  I  would 
4  thus  become  a  mediator,  if  peradventure  they 
4  will  chufe  rather  to  repent  than  be  deftroyed  : 
4  for  my  fon  I  entreat  you,  have  mercy  upon  his 
4  youth,  pardon  his  error.  That  my  daughter  is 
4  your  prifoner  by  force,  I  own  :  in  your  own 
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4  breafl  it  wholly  lies,  under  which  character  you 
4  will  treat  her,  whether  as  one  who  has  conceived 
by  Arminius,  or  as  one  by  me  begotten.”  The 
anfwer  of  Germanicus  was  gracious  :  he  promifed 
indemnity  to  his  children  and  kindred,  and  to  him- 
felf  a  fafe  retreat  in  one  of  the  old  provinces  ;  then 
returned  with  his  army,  and,  by  the  direction  of 
Tiberius,  received  the  title  of  Imperator .  The  wife 
of  Arminius  brought  forth  a  male  child,  and  the 
boy  was  brought  up  at  Ravenna.  His  unhappy  con- 
flidfs,  afterwards  with  the  contumelious  infults  of 
fortune,  will  be  remembered  in  their  place. 

The  defertion  of  Segeftus  being  divulged,  with 
his  gracious  reception  from  Germanicus,  affedded 
his  countrymen  varioufly,  with  hope  or  anguifh,  as 
they  were  prone  or  averfe  to  the  war.  Naturally 
violent  was  the  fpirit  of  Arminius,  and  now,  by 
the  captivity  of  his  wife,  and  by  the  fate  of  his 
child  doomed  to  bondage  though  yet  unborn,  en¬ 
raged  even  to  diftraddion  :  he  flew  about  among# 
the  Cherufcans,  calling  them  to  arms ;  to  arm 
again#  Segeftes,  to  arm  again#  Germanicus  :  invec¬ 
tives  followed  his  fury :  6  A  blefied  father  this  Se- 
4  geftes,  he  cried  !  a  mighty  General,  this  Germa- 
*  nicus  !  invincible  warriors  thefe  Romans  !  fomany 
4  troops  have  made  prifoner  of  a  woman.  It  is  not 
4  thus  that  I  conquer  :  Before  me  three  Legions  fell, 
4  and  three  Lieutenant-Generals.  Open  and  ho- 
4  nourable  is  my  method  of  war,  nor  waged  with  big- 
4  bellied  women,  but  againfl:  men  and  arms  ;  and 
4  treafon  is  none  of  my  weapons.  Still  to  be  feen  are 
4  the  Roman  ftandards  in  the  German  groves,  there 
4  by  me  hung  up,  and  devoted  to  our  country  Gods. 

4  Let  Segeftes  live  a  flave  in  a  conquered  province  \ 

4  let  him  recover  to  his  Son  a  foreign  Priefthood  : 
4  With  the  German  nations  he  can  never  obliterate 
4  his  reproach,  that  through  him  they  have  feen, 
4  between  the  Elb  and  Rhine,  rods  and  axes,  and 
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«  the  Roman  Toga.  To  other  Nations,  who 
c  know  not  the  Roman  domination,  executions  and 
c  tributes  are  alfo  unknown ;  evils  which  we  too 
c  have  cad  off,  in  fpite  of  that  Auguftus  now  dead, 
6  and  enrolled  with  the  deities,  in  fpite  too  of  Ti- 
‘  berius  his  chofen  fuccelTor.  Let  us  not,  after 
*  this,  dread  a  mutinous  army,  and  a  boy  without 
‘  experience,  their  commander  :  but,  if  you  love 
c  your  country,  your  kindred,  your  ancient  liberty 
c  and  laws,  better  than  tyrants  and  new  colonies* 
c  let  Arminius  rather  lead  you  to  liberty  and  glory, 
6  than  the  wicked  Secedes  to  the  infamy  of  bond- 
‘  age.” 

By  thefe  ftimulations,.  not  the  Cherufcans  only 
were  rouzed,  but  all  the  neighbouring  nations  ;  and 
into  the  confederacy  was  drawn  Xnguiomerus,  pa¬ 
ternal  uncle  to  Arminius,  a  man  long  fmce  in  high 
credit  with  the  Romans.  Hence  a  new  fource  of 
fear  to  Germanicus,  who,  to  avoid  the  fhock  of 
their  whole  forces,  and  to  divert  the  enemy,  fent 
Ceecina  with  forty  Roman  cohorts  to  the  river 
Amifia,  through  the  territories  of  the  Brufferians. 
Pedo  the  prefect  led  the  cavalry  by  the  confines  of 
the  Frifians.  Pie  himfelf  embarked  four  Lemons 

O 

on  the  lake  ;  and  upon  the  bank  of  the  laid  river  the 
whole  body  met,  foot,  horfe,  and  the  fleet.  The 
Chaucians,  upon  offering  their  adidance,  were 
taken  into  the  fervice  5  but  the  Brudterians,  fetting 
fire  to  their  effects  and  dwellings,  were  routed  by 
Stertinius,  by  Germanicus  difpatched  againff  them 
with  a  band  lightly  armed.  As  this  party  were  en¬ 
gaged  between  daughter  and  plunder,  he  found  the' 
Eagle  of  the  nineteenth  Legion,  loft  in  the  overthrow 
of  Varus.  The  army  marched  next  to  the  furtheft 
borders  of  the  Brufterians,  and  the  whole  country 
between  the  rivers  Amifia  and  Luppia,  was  laid 
wade.  Not  far  hence  lay  the  foreif  of  Teutobur— 
gium,  and  in  it  the  bones  of  Varus  and  the  Le- 
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gions,  by  report  ftill  unburied.  Hence  Germani- 
cus  became  infpired  with  a  tender  paffion  to  pay  the 
Jaft  offices  to  the  Legions  and  their  leader :  The 
like  tendernefs  alfo  affected  the  whole  army.  They 
were  moved  with  compaffion,  fome  for  the  fate  of 
their  friends,  others  for  that  of  their  relations,  here 
tragically  flain  :  They  were  {truck  with  the  dole¬ 
ful  cafualties  of  war,  and  the  fad  lot  of  humanity. 
Caecina  was  fent  before  to  examine  the  gloomy 
receffes  of  the  forefl,  to  lay  bridges  over  the  pools, 
and,  upon  the  deceitful  marfhes,  caufways.  The 
army  entered  the  doleful  folitude,  hideous  to  fight, 
hideous  to  memory.  Firft  they  faw  the  camp  of 
Varus,  wide  in  circumference,  and  the  three  di- 
ftinct  fpaces  allotted  to  the  different  Eagles,  (hewed 
the  number  of  the  Legions.  Further  they  beheld 
the  ruinous  entrenchment,  and  the  ditch  nigh 
choaked  up ;  in  it  the  remains  of  the  army  were 
fuppofed  to  have  made  their  laft  effort,  and  in  it  to 
have  found  their  graves.  In  the  open  fields  lay 
their  bones  all  bleached  arid  bare,  fome  feparate, 
fome  on  heaps,  juft  as  they  had  happened  to  fall, 
flying  for  their  lives,  or  relifting  unto  death.  Here 
were  fcattered  the  limbs  of  horfes,  there  pieces  of 
broken  javelins  5  and  the  trunks  of  trees  bore  the 
fkulls  of  men.  In  the  adjacent  groves  were  the  fa- 
vage  altars  ;  where  the  Barbarians  had  made  a  hor¬ 
rible  immolation  of  the  Tribunes  and  principal 
Centurions.  Thofe  who  furvived  the  (laughter, 
having  efcaped  from  captivity  and  the  fword,  relat¬ 
ed  the  fad  particulars  to  the  reft  :  4  Here  the  com- 
4  manders  of  the  Legions  were  flain :  There  we 
4  loft  the  Eagles  :  Here  Varus  had  his  firft wound  ; 
4  there  he  gave  himfelf  another,  and  periftied  by 
4  his  own  unhappy  hand.  In  that  place  too  flood 
4  the  tribunal  whence  Arminius  harangued :  In 
4  this  quarter,  for  the  execution  of  his  captives,  he 
*  erected  fo  many  gibbets  5  in  that  fueh  a  number 

of 
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c  of  funeral  trenches  were  digged  ;  and  with  thefe 
c  circumftances  of  pride  and  defpight  he  ini ul ted 
c  the  enfigns  and  Eagles.’ 

Thus  the  Roman  army  buried  the  bones  of  the 
three  Legions,  fix  years  after  the  daughter ;  nor 
could  any  one  diftinguiih,  whether  he  gathered  the 
particular  remains  of  a  ftranger,  or  thole  ot  a  kinf- 
man  :  But  ail  confidered  the  whole  as  their  friends, 
the  whole  as  their  relations,  with  heightened  re- 
fentments  againft  the  foe,  at  once  fad  and  revenge¬ 
ful.  In  this  pious  office,  fo  acceptable  to  the  dead, 
Germanicus  was  a  partner  in  the  woe  of  the  living  ; 
and  upon  the  common  tomb  laid  the  firft  fod  :  a 
proceeding  not  liked  by  Tiberius  ;  whether  it  were 
that  upon  every  afifion  of  Germanicus  he  put  a 
perverfe  meaning,  or  believed  that  the  affeding 
fpedacle  of  the  unburied  dain,  would  fmk  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  army,,  and  heighten  their  terror  of  the 
enemy ;  as  alfo  that  c  a  General  vefled,  as  Augur, 
*  with  the  intendency  of  religious  rites,  became 
c  defiled  by  adifting  at  the  folemnities  of  the  dead/ 

Arminius  retiring  into  defart  and  pathlefs  places, 
was  purfued  by  Germanicus  ;  %  who,  as  foon  as  he 
reached  him,  commanded  the  horfe  to  advance,  and 
didodge  the  enemy  from  the  poft  they  had  poffeffed. 
Arminius,  having  directed  his  men  to  keep  clofe  to¬ 
gether,  and  draw  near  to  the  woods,  wheeled  fud- 
denly  about,  and  to  thofe  whom  he  had  hid  in  the 
fordt,  gave  the  fignal  to  rufh  out.  The  Roman 
horfe,  now  engaged  by  a  new  army,  became  dis¬ 
ordered,  and  to  their  relief  fome  cohorts  were  fent, 
but  likewife  broken  by  the  prefs  of  thofe  that  ded  ; 
and  great  was  the  conftei nation  fo  many  ways  in- 
creafed.  The  enemy  too  were  already  pu firing 
them  into  the  morafs  j  a  place  well  known  to  the 
purfuers,  as  to  the  unapprized  Romans  it  had  proved 
pernicious,  had  not  Germanicus  drawn  out  the 
Legions  in  order  of  battle.  Hence  the  enemy  be- 
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came  terrified,  our  men  reaflured,  and  both  retired 
with  equal  lofs  and  advantage.  Germanicus  pre- 
fently  after  returning  with  the  army  to  the  river 
Amifia,  recondudled  the  Legions,  as  he  had  brought 
them,  in  the  fleet.  Part  of  the  horfe  were  ordered 
to  march  alon<r  the  fea-fhore  to  the  Rhine.  Cse- 
cina,  who  led  his  own  men,  was  warned,  that 
though  he  was  to  return  through  known  roads,  yet 
Jhe  fhould  with  all  fpeed  pafs  the  caufway,  called 
" The  Long  Bridges .  It  is  a  narrow  track,  between 
vafl  marfhes,  and  formerly  raifed  by  Lucius  Domi- 
tius.  The  marfhes  themfelves  are  of  an  uncertain 
foil,  here  full  of  mud,  there  of  heavy  flicking 
clay,  or  traverfed  with  various  currents.  Round 
about  are  woods  which  rife  gently  from  the  plain, 
and  were  already  filled  with  foldiers  by  Arminius, 
who,  by  fhorter  wrays,  and  a  running  march,  had 
arrived  there  before  our  men,  who  were  loaded 
with  arms  and  baggage.  Caecina,  who  was  per- 
plexed  how  at  once  to  repair  the  caufway  decayed 
by  time,  and  to  repulfe  the  foe,  refolved  at  lafl  to 
encamp  in  the  place,  that  whilfl  feme  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  work,  others  might  maintain  the 

fight.  " 

The  Barbarians  ftrove  violently  to  break  our  fta- 
tion,  and  to  fall  upon  the  entrenchers  ;  harafied  our 
men,  affaulted  the  works,  changed  their  attacks, 
and  pufhed  every-where.  With  the  fhouts  of  the 
affailants  the  cries  of  the  workmen  were  confufedly 
mixed  ;  and  all  things  equally  combined  to  diftrefs 
the  Romans ;  the  place  deep  with  ouze  finking  un¬ 
der  thofe  who  fcood,  flippery  to  fuch  as  advanced, 
their  armour  heavy,  the  waters  deep,  nor  in  them 
could  they  launch  their  javelins.  The  Cherufcans, 
on  the  contrary,  were  inured  to  encounters  in  the 
bogs  ;  their  perfons  tall,  their  fpears  long,  fuch  as 
could  wound  at  a  diffance.  At  lafl:  the  Legions, 
already  yielding,  were  by  night  redeemed  from  an 
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unequal  combat ;  but  night  interrupted  not  the 
activity  of  the  Germans,  become  by  fucctfs  inde- 
fati cable.  Without  refrefhing  themfelves  with  deep, 
they  diverted  all  the  courfes  of  the  fprings  which  rife 
in  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and  turned  them 
into  the  plains  ;  thus  the  Roman  camp  was  flooded, 
the  work,  as  far  as  they  had  carried  it,  ovciturncu, 
and  the  labour  of  the  poor  foldiers  renewed  and 
doubled.  To  Gecina  this  year  proved  the  fortieth 
of  his  fuflaining  as  officer  or  foldier  the  functions  of 
arms  %  a  man  in  all  the  viciffitudcs  of  war,  profpe— 
rous  or  difaflrous,  well  experienced,  and  thence  un¬ 
daunted.  Weighing  therefore  with  himfelf  all  pro¬ 
bable  events  and  expedients,  he  could  devife  no 
other  than  that  of  reftraining  the  enemy  to  the 
woods,  till  he  had  fent  forward  the  wounded  men 
and  baccrao-e  ;  for  from  the  mountains  to  the  marines 
there  ffretched  a  plain,  fit  only  to  hold  a  little  army. 
To  this  purpofe  the  Legions  were  thus  appointed  ; 
the  fifth  had  the  right  wing,  and  the  one  and 
twentieth  the  left ;  the  firfl  led  the  van ;  the  twen¬ 
tieth  defended  the  rear. 

A  reftlefs  night  it  was  to  both  armies,  but  in 
different  ways :  the  Barbarians  feafted  and  caroufed, 
and  with  fongs  of  triumph,  or  with  horrid  and 
threatning  cries,  filled  all  the  plain  and  echoing 
woods.  Amongfl  the  Romans  were  feeble  fires, 
fad  lilence,  or  broken  words  ;  they  leaned  drooping 
here  and  there  againft  the  pales,  or  wandered  dif- 
confolately  about  the  tents,  like  men  without  deep, 
but  not  quite  awake.  A  frightful  dream  too  terri¬ 
fied  the  General ;  he  thought  he  heard  and  faw 
Quindtilius  Varus,  rifmg  out  of  the  marfh,  all  be- 
fmeared  with  blood,  firetching  forth  his  hand,  and 
calling  upon  him  ;  but  that  he  rejected  the  call, 
and  pufhed  him  away.  At  break  of  day,  the  Le¬ 
gions,  polled  on  the  wings,  through  contumacy  or 
affright,  deferted  their  flations,  and  took  hidden 
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pofleflion  of  a  field  beyond  the  bogs ;  neither  did 
Arm  ini  us  fall  ftraight  upon  them,  however  open 
they  lay  to  his  aflault :  but,  when  he  perceived  the 
baggage  fet  faft  in  mire  and  ditches  ;  the  foldiers 
about  it  diford erly  and  embaraffed  ;  the  ranks  and 
eniigns  in  confufion  ;  and,  as  ufual  in  a  time  of 
diftrefs,  every  one  inhafteto  fave  himfelf,  but  flow 
to  obey  his  officer  •>  he  then  commanded  his  Ger¬ 
mans  to  break  in  :  “Behold,  he  vehemently  cried, 
“  behold  again  Varus  and  his  Legions,  fubdued  by 
“  the  fame  fate  !”  Thus  he  cried,  and  at  the  fame 
time,  with  a  leiec«.  oody,  broke  cjuite  through  our 
forces  ;  and  chiefly  againft  the  horfe  directed  his 
havock  i  lo  that  the  ground  becoming  fiippery,  by 
their  blood  and  the  flime  of  the  marih,  their  feet 
flew  from  them,  and  they  caff  their  riders  ;  then 
galloping  and  {tumbling  amongft  the  ranks,  they 
overthrew  all  they  met,  and  trod  to  death  all  they 
overthrew.  The  greateft  difficulty  was,  to  main¬ 
tain  the  Eagles ;  a  ftorm  of  darts  made  it  impof- 
fible  to  advance  them,  and  the  rotten  ground  im- 
poffible  to  fix  them.  Caecina,  while  he  fuftained 
the  fight,  had  his  horfe  Ihot,  and  having  fallen, 
was  nigh  taken ;  but  the  firft  Legion  faved  him. 
Our  relief  came  from  the  greedinefs  of  the  enemy, 
who  ceafed  flaying,  to  feize  the  fpoil.  Hence  the 
Legions  had  refpite  to  ftruggle  into  the  fair  field, 
and  firm  ground  :  nor  was  here  an  end  to  their  mi- 
feries ;  a  palifade  was  to  be  railed,  an  entrench¬ 
ment  digged  }  their  inftruments  too,  for  throwing; 
up  and  carrying  earth,  and  their  tools  for  cutting 
turf,  were  almoft  all  loft  ;  no  tents  for  the  foldiers  ♦. 
no  remedies  for  the  wounded  ;  and  their  food  all 
defiled  with  mire  or  blood  :  as  they  {hared  it  in  fad- 
nefs  amongft  them,  they  lamented  that  mournful 
night,  they  lamented  the  approaching  day,  to  fo 
many  thoufand  men  the  laft, 
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It  happened  that  a  horfe,  which  had  broke  his 
collar,  as  he  ftrayed  about,  became  frightened  with 
noile,  and  ran  over  fome  that  were  in  his  way  :  this 
railed  fuch  a  confirmation  in  the  camp,  from  a  per- 
fuafion  that  the  Germans  in  a  body  had  foiced  an 
entrance,  that  all  rufhed  to  the  gates,  efpecially  to 
the  poftern,  as  the  furtheft  from  the  foe,  and  farer 
for  flight.  Caecina,  having  found  the  vanity  of  their 
dreadt  but  unable  to  flop  them,  either  by  his  autho¬ 
rity,  or  by  his  prayers,  or  indeed  by  force,  flung 
himfelf,  at  laft,  crofs  the  gate.  This  prevailed; 
their  awe  and5  tendernels  of  their  General,  ^  re- 
ftrained  them  from  running  over  his  body  ;  anci  the 
Tribunes  and  Centurions  fatisfled  them  the  while 
that  it  was  a  falfe  alarm. 

Then,  calling  them  together,  and  defiring  them 
to  hear  him  with  filence,  he  minded  them  of  tneir 
difficulties,  and  how  to  conquer  them  :  that  for 

their  lives  they  muft  be  indebted  to  their  arms, 
“  but  force  was  to  be  tempered  with  art ;  they  muft 
tc  therefore  keep  clofe  within  their  camp,  till  tnc 
“  enemy,  in  hopes  of  taking  it  by  ftorm  advanc- 
“  ed  ;  then  make  a  fudden  faliy  on  every  fide  ; 

and  by  this  pufti  they  ihould  break  through  the- 
“  enemy,  and  reach  the  Rhine  ;  but,  if  they  fled, 
“  more  forefts  remained  to  be  traverfed,  deeper 
“  marfhes  to  be  pafTed,  and  the  cruelty  of  a  pur- 
“  fuing  foe  to  be  fuftained.”  He  laid  before  them 
the  motives  and  fruits  of  victory,  public  rewards 
and  glory,  with  every  tender  domeftic  confideration, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  military  exploits  and  praife.  Of 
their  dangers  and  fufferings  he  faid  nothing.  He 
next  diftributed  horfes,  firft  his  own,  then  thofe  of 
the  Tribunes  and  leaders  of  the  Legions,  to  the 
braveft  foldiers  impartially ;  that  thus  mounted  they 
might  begin  the  charge,  followed  by  the  foot. 

Amongft  the  Germans,  there  was  not  lefs  agi¬ 
tation,  from  hopes  of  victory,  greedinefs  of  fpoil, 

and 
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and  the  oppofite  counfels  of  their  leaders.  Armi- 
nius  propofed,  “  to  let  the  Romans  march  off,  and 
“  to  befet  them  in  their  march,  when  engaged  in 
“  bogs  and  fafdndfesT  The  advice  of Inguiomerus 
was  fiercer,  and  thence  more  applauded  by  the  Bar¬ 
barians  :  he  declared  “  for  forcing  the  camp ;  for 
“  that  the  victory  would  be  quick,  there  would  be 
“  more  captives,  and  intire  plunder.”  As  foon 
therefore  as  it  was  light,  they  rufhed  out  upon  the 
camp,  cafl  hurdles  into  the  ditch,  attacked  and 
grappled  the  palifade  ;  Upon  it,  few  foldiers  ap¬ 
peared,  and  thefe  feemed  frozen  with  fear :  but  as 
the  enemy  in  fwarms  were  climbing  the  ramparts, 
the  fignal  was  given  to  the  cohorts  ;  the  comets  and 
trumpets  founded,  and  inflantly,  with  fhouts  and 
impetuouty,  they  iflued  out,  and  begirt  the  affail- 
ants  ;  “  Here  are  no  thickets,  they  fcornfully  cried  ; 
“  no  bogs;  but  an  equal  field,  and  impartial  Gods/5 
The  enemy,  who  imagined  few  Romans  remain¬ 
ing,  fev/er  arms,  and  an  eafy  conquefd,  werefdruck 
with  the  founding  trumpets,  with  the  glittering  ar¬ 
mour  ;  and  every  objedd  of  terror  appeared  double 
to  them  who  expended  none.  They  fell  like  men 
who,  as  they  are  void  of  moderation  in  profperity, 
are  alfo  deflitute  of  conduct  in  difdrefs.  Arminius 
forfook  the  fight  unhurt ;  Inguiomerus  grievoufly 
wounded  :  their  men  were  ilaughtered  as  long  as 
day  and  rage  1  aided.  In  the  evening  the  Legions 
returned,  in  the  fame  want  of  proviiions,  and  with 
more  wounds  :  but  in  viddory  they  found  all  things, 
health,  vigour,  and  abundance. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  report  had  flown,  that  the 
Roman  forces  were  routed,  and  an  army  of  Germans 
upon  full  march,  to  invade  Gaul  :  fo  that  under  the 
terror  of  this  news  there  were  thofe,  whofe  coward¬ 
ice  would  have  emboldened  them  to  have  demo- 
lifhed  the  bridge  upon  the  Rhine,  had  not  Agrip¬ 
pina  retrained  them  from  that  infamous  attempt. 

In 
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In  truth,  fiich  was  the  undaunted  fpirit  of  the  wo¬ 
man,  that  at  this  time  file  performed  all  the  duties 
of  a  General,  relieved  the  neceflitous  foldiers,  upon 
the  wounded  bellowed  medicines,  and  upon  others 
cloaths.  Caius  Plinius,  the  writer  of  the  German 
Wars,  relates,  that  fhe  flood  at  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  as  the  Legions  returned,  and  accofled  them 
with  thanks  and  praifes  ;  a  behaviour  which  funk 
deep  into  the  fpint  of  Piberius ;  44  for  that  all 
44  this  ofHcioufnefs  of  hers,  he  thought,  could  not 
4 6  be  upright ;  nor  that  it  was  againfl  foreigners 
44  only  fhe  engaged  the  army :  to  the  direction  of 
44  the  Generals  nothing  was  now  left,  when  a 
44  woman  reviewed  the  companies,  attended  the 
44  Eagles,  and  to  the  men  diflributed  largefFes,  as 
44  if  before  fhe  had  fhewn  but  fmall  tokens  of  am- 
44  bitious  defigns,  in  carrying  her  child  (the  fon  of 
44  the  General  )  in  a  foldier’s  coat  about  the  camp, 
44  with  the  title  of  Caefar  Caligula.  Already  in 
44  greater  credit  with  the  army  was  Agrippina  than 
44  the  leaders  of  the  Legions,  in  greater  than  their 
44  Generals,  and  a  woman  had  fupprefled  fedition, 
44  which  the  authority  of  the  Emperor  was  not 
44  able  to  reflrain.”  Thefe  jealoufies  were  in¬ 
flamed,  and  more  were  added  by  Sejanus  ;  one  who 
was  well  {killed  in  the  temper  of  Tiberius,  and 
purpofely  furnifned  him  with  fources  of  hatred,  to 
lie  hid  in  his  heart,  and  be  difcharged  with  in- 
creafe  hereafter. 

Germa-rticys,  in  order  to  lighten  the  fhips  in 
which  he  had  embarked  his  men,  and  fit  their  bur¬ 
den  to  the  ebbs  and  fhallows,  delivered  the  fecond 
and  fourteenth  Legions  to  Publius  Vitellius,  to  lead 
them  by  land.  Vitellius,  at  ffrfl,  had  an  eafy  march 
on  dry  ground,  or  ground  moderately  overflowed  by 
the  tide  ;  when  fuddenlv  the  fury  of  the  north  wind 
fwelling  the  ocean  (a  conilant  effedl  of  the  equinox) 
the  Legions  were  (unrounded  and  tolled  with  the 
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tide,  and  the  land  was  all  on  flood;  the  fea,  the 
fhore,  the  fields,  had  the  fame  tempeduous  face  ; 
no  didindfion  of  depths  from  (hallows  ;  none  of 
firm  from  deceitful  footing ;  they  were  overturned 
by  the  billows  ;  fwallowed  down  by  the  eddies  ;  and 
horfes,  baggage,  and  drowned  men  encountered 
each  other,  and  floated  together.  The  feveral  com¬ 
panies  were  mixed  at  random  by  the  waves  ;  they 
waded  now  bread-high  ;  now  up  to  their  chin  ;  and 
as  the  ground  failed  them,  they  fell,  fome  never 
more  to  rife.  The  cries  and  mutual  encourage¬ 
ments  availed  them  nothing  againft  the  prevailing 
and  inexorable  waves ;  no  difference  between  the 
coward  and  the  brave,  the  wife  and  the  foolifh  ; 
none  between  circumfpedlion  and  chance  ;  but  ail 
were  equally  involved  in  the  invincible  violence  of 
the  flood.  Vitellius,  at  length,  flruggling  into  an 
eminence,  drew  the  Legions  thither,  where  they 
palled  the  cold  night  without  fire,  and  deftitute  of 
every  convenience;  mod  of  them  naked,  or  lamed  ; 
not  lefs  miferable  than  men  inclofed  by  an  enemy  : 
for  even  to  fuch  remained  the  confolation  of  an  ho¬ 
nourable  death  ;  but  here  was  dedrudlion,  every 
way  void  of  glory.  The  land  returned  with  the 
day,  and  they  marched  to  the  river  Vidrus,  whither 
Germanicus  had  gone  with  the  fleet.  There  the 
two  Legions  were  again  embarked,  when  fame  had 
given  them  for  drowned  ;  nor  was  their  efcape  believ¬ 
ed,  till  Germanicus  and  the  army  werefeen  to  return. 

Stertinius,  who  in  the  mean  while  had  been  fent 
before  to  receive  Segimerus,  the  brother  of  Segedes 
(a  Prince  willing  to  furrender  himfelf )  brought  him 
and  his  fon  to  the  city  of  the  Ubians  :  both  were 
pardoned  ;  the  father  freely,  the  fon  with  more  dif¬ 
ficulty  ;  becaufe  he  was  faid  to  have  infulted  the 
corps  of  Varus.  For  the  red,  Spain,  Italy,  and 
both  the  Gauls  drove  with  emulation  to  lupply  the 
k?fies  of  the  army ;  and  offered  arms,  horfes,  money, 

according 
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according  as  each  abounded.  Germanicus  ap¬ 
plauded  their  zeal ;  but  accepted  only  the  horfes 
and  arms,  for  the  fervice  of  the  war :  with  his 
own  money  he  relieved  the  necelfities  of  the  foldi- 
ers  ;  and  to  foften  alfo  by  his  kindnefs  the  memory 
of  the  late  havock,  he  vifited  the  wounded,  ex¬ 
tolled  the  exploits  of  particulars,  viewed  their 
wounds  ;  with  hopes  encouraged  feme  >  with  a  fenfe 
of  glory  animated  others ;  and  by  affability  and 
tendernefs  confirmed  them  all  in  devotion  to  liim- 
felf,  and  to  his  fortune  in  war. 

The  ornaments  of  triumph  were  this  year  decreed 
to  Aulus  Caecina,  Lucius  Apronius,  and  Caius  Si- 
lius,  for  their  fervices  under  Germanicus.  The 
title  of  Father  of  his  Counts  y,  fo  often  offered  by  the 
People  to  Tiberius,  was  rejected  by  him  :  nor  would 
he  permit  fwearing  upon  his  a£ls,  though  the  fame 
was  voted  by  the  Senate.  Again#  it  he  urged 
<  the  inflability  of  all  mortal  things ;  and  that  the 
‘  higher  he  was  railed,  the  more  flippery  he  flood.’ 
but  for  all  this  oflentation  of  a  popular  fpirit,  he 
acquired  not  the  reputation  of  polfeliing  it.  For  he 
had  revived  the  law  concerning  violated  majefly  \  a 
law  which  in  the  days  of  our  anceltors,  had  indeed 
the  fame  name,  but  implied  different  arraignments 
and  crimes,  namely  thofe  againfi  the  State  ;  as 
when  an  army  was  betrayed  abroad,  when  feditions 
were  railed  at  home }  in  fhort,  when  the  public 
was  faithlefly  adminiftred,  and  the  majefly  of  the 
Roman  people  was  debafed.  Thefe  were  adlions, 
and  ablions  were  punifhed,  but  words  were  free. 
Auguflus  was  the  firfl  who  brought  libels  under  the 
penalties  of  this  wrefled  law,  incenfed  as  he  was 
by  the  infolence  of  Caliius  Severus,  who  had  in  his 
writings  wantonly  defamed  men  and  ladies  of  ll- 
luflrious  quality.  Tiberius  too,  afterwards,  when 
Pompeius  Macer,  the  Praetor,  confulted  him,  c  whe- 
4  ther  procefs  fhould  be  granted  upon  this  law  V 

anfwered. 
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anfwered,  4  that  the  laws  muft  be  executed.’  He 
alfo  was  exafperated  by  fatirical  verfes  written  by 
unknown  authors,  and  diiperfed  j  expoling  his  cru¬ 
elty,  his  pride,  and  his  mind  unnaturally  alienated 
from  his  mother. 

It  will  be  worth  while  to  relate  here  the  pretend¬ 
ed  crimes  charged  upon  Falanius  and  Rubrius,  two  . 
‘Roman  knights  of  fmall  fortunes  ;  that  hence  may 
be  feen  from  what  beginnings,  and  by  how  much 
dark  art  of  i  iberius,  this  grievous  mifchief  crept 
in ;  how  it  was  again  retrained  3 ;  how  at  laft  it 
blazed  out  and  confumed  all  things  b.  To  Fala¬ 
nius  was  objected  by  his  accufers,  that  4  amongft 
the  adorers  of  Auguftus,  who  went  in  fraternities 
*  from  houfe  to  houfe,  he  had  admitted  one  Caflius, 
c  a  mimic  and  proftitute ;  and  having  fold  his  gar¬ 
dens,  had  likewife  with  them  fold  the  flatue  of 
Auguftus.  The  crime  imputed  to  Rubrius  was, 

4  that  he  had  fworn  falfly  by  the  divinity  of  Au- 
4  guff  us/  When  thefe  accufations  were  known  to 
Tiberius,  he  wrote  to  the  Confuis,  4  that  Heaven 
4  was  not  therefore  decreed  to  his  father,  that  the 
4  worfhip  of  him  might  be  a  fnare  to  the  citizens 
4  of  Rome  ;  that  Cailius  the  player  was  wont  to 
4  affift  with  others  of  his  profeFion  at  the  interludes 
4  confecrated  by  his  mother  to  the  memory  of  Au- 
4  guff  us  :  neither  did  it  affed  religion,  that  his  eiFi- 
4  gies,  like  other  images  of  the  Gods,  was  com- 
4  prehended  in  the  fale  of  houles  and  gardens.  As 
4  to  the  falfe  fwearing  by  his  name,  it  was  to  be 
4  deemed  the  fame  as  if  Rubrius  had  profaned  the 
4  name  of  Jupiter ;  but  to  the  Gods  belonged  the 
4  avenging  of  injuries  done  to  the  Gods.’ 

Not  long  after,  Granius  Marcellus,  Praetor  of 
Bythinia,  was  charged  with  high  treafon  by  his 
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own  Quaeftor  Cepio  Crifpinus ;  Romanus  Hifpo, 
the  pleader,  fupporting  the  charge.  This  Cepio 
began  a  courfe  of  life,  which,  through  the  miferies 
of  the  times  and  the  bold  wickednefs  of  men,  be¬ 
came  afterwards  famous.  At  firfl,  needy  and  ob~ 
fcure,  but  of  bufy  fpirit,  he  made  court  to  the  cru¬ 
elty  of  the  prince  by  occult  informations  ;  and  pre- 
fently,  as  an  open  accufer,  grew  terrible  to  every 
diftinguifhed  Roman.  This  procured  him  credit 
with  one,  hatred  from  all,  and  made  a  precedent, 
to  be  followed  by  others,  who  from  poverty  be¬ 
came  rich ;  from  being  contemned,  dreadful ;  and 
in  the  definition  which  they  brought  upon  others, 
found  at  laft  their  own.  He  accufed  Marcellus  of 
4  malignant  words  concerning  Tiberius an  ine¬ 
vitable  crime  !  when  the  accufer,  collecting  all  the 
moil  deteflable  parts  of  the  Prince’s  character,  al~ 
ledged  them  as  the  expreffions  of  the  accufed ;  for, 
becaufe  they  were  true,  they  were  believed  to  have 
been  fpoken.  To  this  Hifpo  added,  4  that  the 
6  flatue  of  Marcellus  was  by  him  placed  higher 
c  than  thole  of  the  Caefars  ;  and  that,  having^cut 
6  off  the  head  of  Auguftus,  he  had  in  the  room  of 
4  it  let  the  head  of  Tiberius.’  This  enraged  him 
fo,  that  breaking  filence,  he  cried,  4  he  would 
4  himfelf,  in  this  caufe,  give  his  vote  explicitly, 
4  and  under  the  tye  of  an  oath.’  By  this  he  meant 
to  force  the  affent  of  the  reff  of  the  Senate.  There 
remained  even  then  fome  faint  traces  of  expiring 
liberty.  Hence  Cneius  Pifo  afked  him  ;  4  In  what 
4  place,  Caefar,  will  you  chule  to  give  your  opi- 
4  nion  ?  If  firft,  I  fhall  have  your  example  to  fol- 
4  low  :  if  laft,  I  fear  I  may  ignorantly  diffent  from 
4  you.’  The  words  pierced  him,  but  he  bore 
them,  the  rather  as  he  was  afhamed  of  his  unwa¬ 
ry  tranfport ;  and  he  fuffered  the  accufed  to  be  ac¬ 
quitted  of  high  treafon.  To  try  him  for  the  public 
money,  was  referred  to  the  proper  judges. 

Nor 
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.  Nor  fufficed  it  Tiberius  to  aftift  in  the  delibera¬ 
tions  of  the  Senate  only:  he  likewife  fate  in  the 
leats  ot  juftice  ;  but  always  on  one  fide,  becaufe 
he  would  not  difpoffefs  the  Praetor  of  his  chair ; 
and  by  his  prefence  there,  many  ordinances  were 
cfLibhfhed  again  ft  the  intrigues  and  folicitations  of 
the  grandees.  But  while  private  juflice  was  thus 
promoted,  puolic  liberty  was  likewife  overthrown. 
About  this  time  Pius  Aurelius  the  Senator,  whole 
houfe,  yielding  to  the  preffure  of  the  public  road 
and  aquedu&s,  had  fallen,  complained  to  the  Senate, 
and  prayed  relief ;  a  fuit  oppofed  by  the  Praetors 
who  managed  the  treafury ;  but  he  was  relieved  by 
Tiberius,  who  ordered  him  the  price  of  his  houfe  ; 
for  he  wTas  fond  of  being  liberal  upon  honefl  occa- 
fions  ;  a  virtue  which  he  long  retained,  even  after  he 
had  utterly  abandoned  all  other  virtues.  Upon  Pro¬ 
pertius  Celer,  once  Praetor,  but  now  defiring  leave 
to  refign  the  dignity  of  Senator,  as  a  burden  to  his 
poverty,  he  bellowed  a  thoufand  great  feflerces  *9 
upon  ample  information  that  Celer’s  neceffities  were 
derived  from  his  father.  Others,  who  attempted  the 
fame  thing,  he  ordered  to  lay  their  condition  before 
the  Senate  ;  and  from  an  affectation  of  feverity, 
was  thus  auflere,  even  where  he  aCled  with  upright- 
nefs.  Hence  the  reft  preferred  poverty  and  filence 
to  begging  and  relief. 

The  fame  year  the  Tiber,  being  fwelled  with 
continual  rains,  overflowed  the  level  parts  of  the 
city ;  and  the  common  deftruCtion  of  men  and  houfes 
followed  the  returning  flood.  Hence  Afinius  Gal- 
lus  moved,  c  that  the  Sibylline  Books  might  be 
1  confulted.,  Tiberius  oppofed  it,  equally  fmo- 
thering  all  inquiries  whatfoever,  whether  into  mat' 
ters  human  or  divine.  To  Ateius  Capito,  how¬ 
ever,  and  Lucius  Arruntius,  was  committed  the 


*  About  five  and  twenty  thoufand  Crowns. 
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care  of  reftraining  the  river  within  its  banks.  T[  he 
provinces  of  Achaia  and  Macedon,  praying  relief 
from  their  public  burdens,  were  for  the  prefent  dif- 
charged  of  their  proconfular  government,  and  fub- 
jedted  to  the  Emperor’s  Lieutenants.  In  the  enter¬ 
tainment  of  gladiators  at  Rome,  Drufus  prefided  : 
it  was  exhibited  in  the  name  of  Germanicus,  and 
his  own  and  at  it  he  manifeftcd  too  much  luft  of 
blood,  even  of  the  blood  of  flaves  :  a  quality  ter¬ 
rible  to  the  populace  ;  and  hence  his  father  was  faid 
to  have  reproved  him.  His  own  ab fence  from  thefe 
fhews,  was  varioufly  conftrued  ;  by  fome  afcribed 
to  his  impatience  of  a  crowd  ;  by  others  to  his  re- 
ferved  and  folitary  genius,  and  his  fear  of  an  un¬ 
equal  comparifon  with  Auguftus,  who  was  \vont  to  be 
a  chearful  fpe&ator  there.  But,  that  he  thus  pur- 
pofely  furnifhed  matter  for  expofing  the  cruelty  of  his 
fon  there,  and  for  raifing  him  popular  hate,  is  what 
I  would  not  believe ;  though  this  too  was  ailerted. 

The  diftenfions  of  the  theatre,  begun  laft  year, 
broke  out  now  more  violently,  with  the  daughter 
of  feveral,  not  of  the  people  only,  but  of  the  fol- 
diers,  with  that  of  a  Centurion  :  nay,  a  Tribune 
of  a  Praetorian  Cohort  was  wounded,  whilft  they 
were  fecuring  the  magiftrates  from  infults,  and 
quelling  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  rabble.  This  riot 
was  canvafled  in  the  Senate,  and  votes  were  palling 
for  impowering  the  Praetors  to  whip  the  players. 
Haterius  Agrippa,  Tribune  of  the  People,  oppofed 
it ;  and  was  fharply  reprimanded  by  a  fpeech  of 
Afinius  Gallus.  Tiberius  was  fdent,  and  to  the 
Senate  allowed  thefe  empty  apparitions  of  liberty. 
The  oppofition,  however,  prevailed,  in  reverence 
to  the  authority  of  Auguftus,  who,  upon  a  certain 
occafion,  had  given  his  judgment,  6  that  players 
4  were  exempt  from  ftripes  nor  would  Tiberius 
afliime  to  violate  any  words  of  his.  To  limit  the 
wages  of  players,  and  to  reftrain  the  licentioufnefs 

of 
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of  their  partizans,  many  decrees  were  made  :  the 
moft  remaikable  were,  4  that  no  Senator  fhould  enter 
the  houfe  of  a  Pantomime;  no  Roman  Knight 
attend  them  abroad  ;  they  fhould  fhew  no  where 
‘  but  in  the  theatre ;  and  the  Praetors  fhould  have 

pow-er  to  punifh  with  exile  any  infblence  in  the 
Ipecrators/ 

.The  Spaniards  were,  upon  their  petition,  per¬ 
mitted  to  build  a  temple  to  Auguftus,  in  the  colony 
o  I  erragon  ;  an  example  for  all  the  provinces  to 
follow.  In  anfwer  to  the  People,  who  prayed  to 
be  relieved  from  the  Centefima ,  a  tax  of  one  in  the 
hundred,  eftablifhed  at  the  end  of  the  civil  wars, 
upon  all  vendible  commodities  ;  Tiberius  by  an 
edidl  declared,  4  that  upon  this  tax  depended  the 
c  fund  for  maintaining  the  army  :  Nor  even  thus 
4  was  the  Commonwealth  equal  to  the  expence,  if 
c  the  Veterans  were  difmiffed  before  their  twentieth 
yeai.  So  that  the  conceflions  made  them  during 
the  late  fedition,  to  difcharge  them  finally  at  the 
end  of  fixteen  years,  as  they  were  made  through 
neceffity,  were  for  the  future  abolifhed. 

It  was  next  propofed  to  the  Senate,  by  Arruntius 
and  Ateius,  whether,  in  order  to  reftrai n  the  over¬ 
flowing  of  the  Tiber,  the  channels  of  the  feveral 
rivers  and  lakes  by  which  it  was  fwelled,  muff  not 
be  diverted  ?  Upon  this  queftion  the  deputies  of  fe¬ 
veral  cities  and  colonies  were  heard.  The  Flo¬ 
rentines  befought,  4  that  the  bed  of  the  Clanis  might 
4  not  be  turned  into  their  river  Arnus  ;  for  that  the 
4  fame  would  prove  their  utter  ruin.”  The  like 
plea  was  urged  by  the  Interamnates ;  4  fince  the 
4  moft  fruitful  plains  in  Italy  would  be  loft,  if,  ac- 
4  cording  to  the  projecl,  the  Nar,  branched  out 
4  into  rivulets,  overflowed  them.”  Nor  were  the 
Reatinians  lefs  earned:  againft  flopping  the  outlets 
of  the  lake  Veiinus  into  the  Nar  ;  4  otherwife,  they 
4  faid,  it  would  break  over  its  banks,  and  ftagnate 

sill 
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4  all  the  adjacent  country :  the  dire&ion  of  nature 
4  was  beft  in  all  natural  things  :  it  was  fhe  that  had 
4  appointed  to  rivers  their  courfes  and  difcharges, 
4  and  fet  them  their  limits  as  well  as  their  fources* 
4  Regard  too  was  to  be  paid  to  the  religion  of  our 
4  Latin  allies,  who,  efteeming  the  rivers  of  their 
4  country  facred,  had  to  them  dedicated  priefts, 
4  and  altars,  and  groves.  Nay,  the  Tiber  him- 
4  felf,  when  bereft  of  his  auxiliary  flreams,  would 
4  flow  with  diminifhed  grandeur/  Now,  whether 
it  were  that  the  prayers  of  the  colonies,  or  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  the  work,  or  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
prevailed  ;  it  is  certain,  the  opinion  of  Pifo  was 
followed,  that  nothing  fhould  be  altered. 

To  Poppeus  Sabinus  was  continued  his  province 
of  Madia  ;  and  to  it  was  added  that  of  Achaia 
and  Macedon.  This  too  was  part  of  the  politics  of 
I  iberius,  to  prolong  governments,  and  maintain 
the  lame  men  in  the  fame  armies,  or  civil  employ¬ 
ments,  for  the  moft  part,  to  the  end  of  their  lives  5 
with  what  view,  is  not  agreed.  Some  think,  4  that 
4  from  an  impatience  of  returning  cares,  he  was 
4  for  making,  whatever  he  once  liked,  perpetual.” 
Others,  4  that  from  the  malignity  of  his  invidious 
4  nature,  he  regretted  the  preferring  of  many/ 
There  are  fome  who  believe,  4  that  as  he  had  a 
4  crafty  penetrating  fpirit,  fo  he  had  an  underftand- 
4  ingever  irrelolute  and  perplexed/  So  much  is  cer¬ 
tain,  that  he  never  courted  any  eminent  virtue,  yet 
hated  vice :  from  the  befl  men  he  dreaded  danger 
to  himfelf;  and  difgrace  to  the  public  from  the 
worft.  This  heiitation  mattered  him  fo  much  at 
laff,  that  he  committed  foreign  governments  to 
fome,  whom  he  meant  never  to  fuffer  to  leave 
Rome. 

.  Concerning  the  management  of  confular  ele&ions, 
either  then,  or  afterwards,  under  Tiberius,  1  can 
affirm  fcarce  any  thing  ;  fuch  is  the  variance  about 
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it,  not  only  amongft  hiftorians,  but  even  in  his  own 
fpeeches.  Sometimes,  not  naming  the  candidates, 
he  defcribed  them  by  their  family,  by  their  life  and 
manners,  and  by  the  number  of  their  campaigns  ; 
fo  as  it  might  be  apparent  whom  he  meant.  Again, 
avoiding  even  to  defcribe  them,  he  exhorted  the 
candidates,  not  to  difturb  the  election  by  their  in¬ 
trigues,  and  promifed  himfelf  to  take  care  of  their 
interefts.  But  chiefly,  he  ufed  to  declare,  4  that  to 
4  him  none  had  fignified  their  pretenflons,  but  fuch 
4  whofe  names  he  had  delivered  to  the  Confuls  ; 
4  others  too  were  at  liberty  to  offer  the  like  preten- 
4  fions,  if  they  trufted  to  the  favour  of  the  Senate, 
4  or  their  own  merits.5  Specious  words  !  but  in- 
tirely  empty,  or  full  of  fraud  ;  and,  by  how  much 
they  were  covered  with  the  greater  guile  of  liberty, 
by  fo  much  threatning  a  more  hafty  and  devouring 
-bondage- 


1 


i ; 


•J  V  *4 


THE 


ANNALS 


O  F 


TACITUS. 


BOOK  IL 


The  SUMMARY. 

Commotions  in  the  Eafl.  Venones  King  of  the  Par- 
thians ,  his  expulfion  by  Artabanus,  and  fight  to 
Armenia ,  where  he  is  chofen  King ,  but  dethroned  by 
Silanus  at  the  motion  ^  Artabanus.  .  Tiberius  de - 
to  Germanicus  to  the  Eaft ,  under  feigned 
p)  eiences,  i  he  exploits  oj  the  latter  in  Germany  \ 
he  builds  a  fleet ,  defeats  and  ravages  many  nations 
there  ;  and  routs  Arminius  in  a  great  battle .  The 
misfortune  of  his  fleet  in  a  temp  eft .  The  remarkable 
accufation ,  /r/W,  violent  death  of  Libo  Drufus, 
charged  wiio  deflgns  agamfl  the  (late.  The  poverty 
f  TI.  jH  02  talus,  grandfon  of  the  famous  orator 
Hoi  tenfius  5  he  applies  for  relief  to  the  henate  \  Ti¬ 
berius  eppojes  him ,  but  complies  with  the  inclination 
of  toe  Fathei  s  to  afflflt  him •  .//  counterfeit  Agrippa 

Poftumus  ra'lfe>  great  alarms ,  but  is  detected  to 
have  been  one  of  his  flaves,  and  put  to  death .  *  77*? 

B  2  triumph 
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triumph  of  Gcrmanicus  over  feveral nations  In  Ger¬ 
many.  The  Jlory  and  death  of  King  Archelaus : 
His  Kingdom  reduced  into  a  Roman  province .  The 
contumacious  behaviour  of  Cneius  Pi io  and  his  wife 
Plancina  to  Germanicus  in  the  Eaft ,  fuppofed  to  be 
encouraged  by  Tiberius  and  his  mother .  Drufus, 
the  Emperor3 s  fon ,  fent  into  Illyricum ,  and  why . 
A  great  battle  betiveen  Arminius  and  Maroboduus, 
tivo  German  C hiefs :  The  former  conquers.  Twelve 
noble  cities  in  Afla  defrayed  by  an  earthquake .  Tac- 
farinas,  firjl  a  common  foldier ,  then  a  robber ,  raifes 
a  war  in  Africa .  The  fuccefs  of  Cam  ill  us,  the 
Proconful ,  againfl  him.  Germanicus  enters  Ar¬ 
menia  ,  and  eftablijhes  Zeno  King  there.  Drufus 
encourages  diffenflons  amongfl  the  German  nations . 
Maroboduus,  exterminated  by  Catualda,  flies  into 
Jialyy  and  continues  there.  Catualda  fujfers  the 
like  fate.  JVar  between  two  Kings  of  Thrace  com - 
fofed  by  feizing  the  aggrejfor.  Germanicus  v flits 
Egypt,  and  views  the  antiquities  there }  returns  to 
Afla ,  is  infulted  by  Pifo,  flekens  and  dies :  His 
Amiable  cha>  after  :  Sufpiaons  about  the  caufe  of  his 
death.  Pifo  tries  to  gain  the  fupreme  command ;  is 
fuccej. fully  oppofed  by  the  friends  of  Germanicus, 
and  retires.  Numerous  honours  decreed  at  Rome  to 
Germanicus.  Laws  to  refrain  the  lubricity  of 
women.  A  new  Tefal  Virgin  chofen  in  the  place  of 
Occia  deceafed.  Arminius  fraudulently  fain  in 
Germany .  His  eminent  character. 


DURING  the  confulfhip  of  Sifenna  Stad- 
lius  Taurus,  and  Lucius  Libo,  the  King¬ 
doms  and  Roman  provinces  of  the  ealf, 
were  involved  in  war,  begun  by  the  Parthians, 
who  having  fought  and  accepted  a  King  from 
Rome,  did  afterwards,  though  he  was  of  the  race 
of  the  Arfacides,  contemn  him  as  a  foreigner.  This 

was  Venoaes,  who  had  been  given  as  an  hofiage 

to 
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to  Auguftus  by  Phrahates.  For  Phrahates,  though 
he  had  defeated  the  Roman  captains  and  armies, 
yet  had  courted  Auguftus  with  all  the  reverence  of 
a  dependent,  and  fent  him,  to  bind  their  friendfhip, 
part  of  his  offspring  ;  not  fo  much  through  fear  of 
the  Romans,  as  diftrufting  the  ill  faith  of  the  Par- 
thians. 

After  the  death  of  Phrahates,  and  the  fucceeding 
Kings,  ambaffadors  from  the  chief  men  of  Parthia 
arrived  at  Rome,  to  call  home  Venones  his  eldeft 
fon,  in  order  to  end  their  inteftine  flaughters.  Ti¬ 
berius  found  his  own  grandeur  and  glory  in  this 
embaffy,  and  difmiffed  him  with  great  pomp  and 
prefents.  The  Barbarians  too  received  him  with 
rapture  and  exultation  ;  a  fpirit  which  commonly 
animates  the  people,  where  their  governors  are  yet 
new  and  untried.  But  fhame  foon  fucceeded  ; 
fhame  c  for  the  degeneracy  of  the  Parthians,  to 
*  have  thus  fent  to  another  world  for  a  King,  one 
1  debauched  with  the  manners  and  maxims  of  their 
‘  enemies.  The  imperial  throne  of  the  Arfacides, 
‘  they  faid,  was  now  deemed  and  given  as  a  Roman 
4  province.  Where  was  the  glory  of  thofe  brave 
‘  Parthians  who  flew  Craffus,  of  thofe  who  extir- 
4  minated  Mark  Anthony ;  if  they  were  reduced  fo 
4  low  as  to  receive  for  the  Lord  of  Parthia  a  flave 
4  of  Caffar’s,  inured  fo  many  years  to  foreign  bon- 
4  dage  ?’  His  own  behaviour  inflamed  their  difdain  : 
Jie  abandoned  the  cuftoms  of  his  anceftors  \  was 
feldom  in  the  chace ;  took  fmall  delight  in  horfes, 
travelled  luxurioufly  through  their  towns  in  a  litter’ 
and  defpifed  the  Parthians  feafls.  They  ridiculed 
his  Greek  attendants,  and  the  mean  care  of  fealing 
up  his  domeftic  moveables  with  his  fignet.  But 
his  eafinefs  of  accels,  his  flowing  courtely  (virtues 
unknown  to  the  Parthians)  were  to  them  fo  many 
new  vices  j  and  every  part  of  his  manners,  the 

^  3  laudable 
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laudable  and  the  bad,  were  fubjedl  to  equal  hatred, 
becaufe  foreign  from  their  oWh, 

They  therefore  fent  for  ArtabanuS,  of  the  blood 
of  the  Arfacides,  bred  amomft  the  Da-hans.  In 
the  firfl  engagement  IT  was  routed,  but  repaired  his 
forces  and  gained  the  Kingdom.  The  vanquifhed 
Venones  found  a  retreat  in  Armenia,  a  vacant- 
throne,  and  a  people  wavering  between  the-  neigh¬ 
bouring  powers  of  Parthia  and  of  Rome  :  from  us 
they  were  alienated  by  the -'  fraud  and  iniquity  of 
Mark  Anthony,  who  having  by  fhews  and  profef* 
lions  of  friendihip,  enfnared  into  his  power  Arta- 
vafdes,  King  of  the  Armenians,  loaded  him  with 
chains,  and  at  laft  put  him  to  death.  Artaxias, 
his  fon,  for  his  father ys  fake,  hating  us,  defended 
himfelf  and  his  Kingdom  by  the  prote&ion  and 
forces  of  the  Arfacides.  Artaxias  being  (lain  by  a 
tonfpiracy  of  his  kindred,  Tigranes  was  by  Au- 
guftus  let  over  the  Armenians,  and  by  Tiberius 
Nero  put  in  pdfleffion  of  the  Kingdom.  But  nei¬ 
ther  was  the  reign  of  Tigranes  falling,  nor  that  of 
his  children,  however  aflociated  together,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  mode  and  politics  of  the  Eaft,  by  the 
double  ties  of  marriage  and  government.  Arta- 
Vafdes  was  next  eftabl&hed,  by  the  appointment  of 
Auguftus,  and  then  expelled  5  but  at  great  expence 
of  Roman  blood. 

Caius  Caefar  was  then  chofen!to  fettle  Armenia. 
By  him  Ariobarzanes,  by  defeent  a  Mede,  wTas, 
for  his  graceful  perfon  and  eminent  endowments, 
placed  over  the  Armenians,  with  their  own  conlent. 
Ariobarzanes  being  killed  by  an  accident,  they 
Would  not  bear  the  rule  of  his  children,  but  tried 
the  government  of  a  woman,  (her  name  Era.to)  and 
quickly  expulfed  her.  After  this,  unfettled  and 
wavering,  rather  exempt  from  tyranny,  than  pof- 
feffed  of  liberty,  they  received  the  fugitive  Venones 
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for  their  King  :  but  anon*  when  he  faw  himfelf 
threatened  by  Artabanus,  fmall  reliance  on  the  Ai  - 
menians,  and  no' prote&ion  from  the  Romans  with¬ 
out  a  war  with  the  Parthians,  he  accepted  the  ofler 
of  Creticus  Silanus,  Governor  of  Syria,  who  in¬ 
vited  him  thither;  but  when  he  came,  fet  a  guard 
upon  him;  leaving  him  Hill  the  name  and  luxuiy 
of  royalty.  What  attempts  V enones  made  to  efcapc 
from  this  mock-majefty,  we  will  relate  in  its 
place. 

The  commotions  in  the  Ead  happened  not  un¬ 
gratefully  to  Tiberius,  lince  thence  he  had  a  co- 
four  for  feparating  Germanicus  from  his  old  and 
faithful  Legions,  for  fetting  him  over  ftrange  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  expofing  him  at  once  to  cafual  perils' 
and  the  efforts  of  fraud.1  But  he,  the  more  ardent 
he  found  the  affections  of  the  foldiers,  and  the 
greater  the  hatred  of  his  uncle,  fo  much  the  more 
intent  upon  a  decifive  victory,  weighed  with  him¬ 
felf  ail  the  methods  of  that  war,  with  all  the  di- 
faffers  and  fucceffes  which  had  befallen  him  in  it 
to  this  his  third  year.  He  remember’d,  4  that  the 

<  Germans  were  ever  routed  in  a.  fair  battle,  and 
*  upon  equal  ground  ;  that  woods  and  boggs,  fhort 

<  fummers,  and  early  winters,  were  their  chief 
6  refources  ;  that  his  own  men  differed  not  fo  much 

<  from  their  wounds,  as  from  tedious  marches,  and 
4  the  lofs  of  their  arms.  The  Gauls  were  weary 
c  of  furnifhing  horfes  ;  long  and  cumberfom  was 
4  his  train  of  baggage,  ealily  furprized,  arid  with' 

4  difficulty  defended.  But,  if  he  entered  the  court- 
6  try  by  lea,  the  invafion  would  be  eafy,  and  the 
4  enemy  unapprized  :  beiides,  the  war  would  be 
4  earlier  begun;  the  Legions  and  provifions  would 
4  be  carried  together,  and  the  cavalry  brought  with 
4  fafety,  through  the  mouths  ?ahd  channels  of  the 
4  rivers,  into  the  heart  of  Germany.’ 

E  4  On ' 
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On  that  method  therefore  he  fixed.  Whilft  Pub¬ 
lius  Vitellius  and  Publius  Cantius  were  fent  to  col- 
ledf  the  tribute  of  the  Gauls  ;  Silius,  Anteius,  and 
Caecina,  had  the  diredlion  of  building  the  fleet.  A 
thoufand  veflels  were  thought  fufficient,  and  with 
difpatch  finifhed :  fome  were  fhort,  fharp  at  both 
ends,  and  wide  in  the  middle,  the  eafier  to  endure 
the  agitations  of  the  waves  ;  fome  had  flat  bottoms, 
that  without  damage  they  might  bear  to  run 
aground  :  feveral  had  helms  at  each  end,  that  by 
iuddenly  turning  the  oars  only,  they  might  work 
either  way.  Many  were  arched  over,  for  carrying 
the  engines  of  war.  They  were  fitted  for  holding 
horfes  and  provifions,  to  fly  with  fails,  to  run  with 
oars  ;  and  the  fpirit  and  alacrity  of  the  foldiers 
heightened  the  Ihew  and  terror  of  the  fleet.  They 
were  to  meet  at  the  Ifle  of  Batavia,  which  was 
chofen  for  its  eafy  landing,  for  its  convenience  to 
receive  the  forces,  and  thence  to  tranfport  them  to 
the  war.  For  the  Rhine  flowing  in  one  continual 
channel,  or  only  broken  by  fmall  iflands,  is,  at  the 
extremity  of  Batavia,  divided,  as  it  were,  into  two 
rivers  ;  one  running  ftill  through  Germany,  and  re¬ 
taining  the  fame  name  and  violent  current,  till  it 
mixes  with  the  ocean  ;  the  other  wafhing  the  Gal¬ 
lic  fliore,  with  a  broader  and  more  gentle  flream, 
is  by  the  inhabitants  called  by  another  name,  the 
Wahal,  which  it  foon  after  changes  for  that  of  the 
Meufe,  by  whofe  immenfe  mouth  it  is  difcharged 
into  the  fame  ocean. 

While  the  fleet  failed,  Germanicus  commanded 
Silius  his  Lieutenant,  with  a  flying  band  to  invade 
the  Cattians  j  and  he  himfelf,  upon  hearing  that 
the  fort  upon  the  river  Luppia  was  befieged,  led  fix 
Legions  thither.  But  the  fudden  rains  prevented 
Silius  from  doing  more  than  taking  fome  fmall  plun¬ 
der,  with  the  wife  and  daughter  of  Arpus,  Prince 

of 
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of  the  Cattians  ;  nor  did  the  befiegers  ftay  to  fight 
Germanicus,  but  upon  the  report  of  his  approach, 
ftole  off,  and  difperfed.  As  they  had,  however, 
thrown  down  the  common  tomb  lately  raifed  over 
the  Varian  Legions,  and  the  old  altar  ere&ed  to 
Drufus ;  he  reftored  the  altar,  and  performed  in 
perfon  with  the  Legions,  the  funeral  ceremony  of 
running  courfes  to  the  honour  of  his  father.  To 
replace  the  tomb  was  not  thought  fit ;  but,  all  the 
fpace  between  fort  Alifo  and  the  Rhine,  he  fortified 
with  a  new  barrier. 

The  fleet  was  now  arrived  ;  the  provifions  were 
fent  forward ;  fhips  were  afiigned  to  the  Legions 
and  the  allies  ;  and  he  entered  the  canal  cut  by 
Tiufus,  and  called  by  his  name.  Here  he  invoked 
his  father,  c  to  be  propitious  to  his  fon  attempting 

the  lame  enterprizes,  to  infpire  him  with  the 
c  fame  counfels,  and  animate  him  by  his  example.” 
Hence  he  failed  fuccefsfully  through  the  lakes  and 
the  ocean  to  the  river  Amifia.  At  the  town  of 
Amiiia  the  fleet  was  left,  upon  the  left  fhore,  and  it 
was  a  fault  that  it  failed  no  higher ;  for  he  landed 
the  army  on  the  right  fhore;  fo  that  in  making 
bridges  many  days  were  confumed.  The  horfe  and 
the  Legions  pa/Ted  over  without  danger,  as  it  was 
yet  ebb  ;  but  the  returning  tide  difordered  the  rear, 
especially  the  Batavians,  while  they  played  with 
the  waves,  and  fhewed  their  dexterity  in  fwim- 
mmg ;  and  fome  were  drowned.  Whilfl:  Germa- 
rucus  was  incamping,  he  was  told  of  the  revolt  of 
the  Angrivarians  behind  him  ;  and  thither  he  dif- 
patched  a  body  of  horfe  and  light  foot,  under  Ster- 
tinius,  who  with  fire  and  flaughter  took  vengeance 
on  the  perfidious  revolters. 

Between  the  Romans  and  the  Cherufcans  flowed 
the  river  Vifurgis,  and  on  the  banks  of  it  flood 
Armimus,  with  the  other  chiefs.  He  inquired 
whether  Oermamcus  was  come ;  and  being  anfwer- 

E  5  ed 


82  THE  ANNALS  Book II. 

ed  that  he  was  there,  he  prayed  leave  to  fpeak  with 
his  brother.  This  brother  of  his  was  in  the  army, 
his  name  Flavius,  one  remarkable  for  his  lafting 
faith  towards  the  Romans,  and  for  the  lofs  of  an 
eye  in  the  war  under  Tiberius.  This  requeft  was 
granted.  Flavius  hepped  forward,  and  was  faluted 
by  Arminius,  who  having  removed  his  own  atten¬ 
dants,  defired  that  our  archers,  ranged  upon  the 
oppofite  banks,  might  retire.  When  they  were 
withdrawn,  4  How  came  you  (fays  he  to  his  bro- 
4  ther)  by  that  deformity  in  your  face  l”  1  he  bro¬ 
ther  having  informed  him  where,  and  in  what  fight, 
was  next  afked,  4  what  reward  he  had  received  V 
Flavius  anfwered,  4  Increafe  of  pay,  the  chain, 

4  crown,  and  other  military  gilts  /  all  which  Ar¬ 
minius  treated  with  derifion,  as  the  vile  wages  of 

fervitude.  . 

Here  began  a  warm  conteft.  Flavius  pleaded 

4  the  grandeur  of  the  Roman  Empire,  the  power 
4  of  the  Emperor,  the  Roman  clemency  to  fub- 
c  mitting  nations  ;  the  heavy  yoke  of  the  van- 
4  quifhed  \  and  that  neither  the  wife,  nor  fon  of 
4  Arminius,  was  uled  like  a  captive/  Arminius 
to  all  this  oppofed  4  the  natural  rights  of  their  coun-^ 
t  try,  their  ancient  liberty  ;  the  domeftic  Gods  of 

*  Germany  $  he  urged  the  prayers  of  their  com- 
4  mon  mother  joined  to  his  own,  that  he  would 
4  not  prefer  the  charadler  of  a  defer  ter,  that  of  a 

*  betrayer  of  his  family,  his  countrymen  and  kin- 
4  dred,  to  the  glory  of  being  their  commander. 
By  decrees  they  fell  into  reproaches ;  nor  would 
the  interpofition  of  the  river  have  reftrained  them 
from  blows,  had  not  Stertinius  hailed  to  lay  hold 
on  Flavius,  full  of  rage,  and  calling  for  his  arms 
and  his  horfe.  On  the  oppofite  iiae  was  feen  r- 
minius,  fweliing  with  ferocity  and  threats,  and 
denouncing  battle.  For,  of  what  he  faid,  much 

Was  faid  in  Latin  $  force,  as  the  General  of  his 

countrymen, 
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countrymen,  lie  -htid  ferved  nt  the  Romtin  *11- 


mies. 


Next  day,  the  German  army  flood  embatteled 
beyond  the  Vifurgis.  Germanicus,  who  thought 
it  became  not  a  General  to  endanger  the  Legions, 
till,  for  their  paflage  and  fecurity,  he  had  placed 
bridges  and  guards,  made  the  horfe  ford  over. 
They  were  led  by  Stertinius,  and  by  Tmilius  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  of  a  Legion  :  and  thele  two  officers 
eroded  the  river  in  diflant  places,  to  divide  the  foe. 
Cariovalda,  Captain  of  the  Batavians,  paiTed  it 
where  moft  rapid,  and  was  by  the  Cherufcans,  who 
feigned  flight,  drawn  into  a  plain  furrrounded  with 
woods,  whence  they  ruflied  out  upon  him  and 
aflaulted  him  on  every  fide  ;  overthrow  thofe  who 
refifted,  and  prefled  vehemently  upon  thofe  who 
gave  way.  The  diflrefied  Batavians  formed  them- 
i'elves  into  a  ring,  but  were  again  broken,  partly 
by  a  clofe  aflault,  partly  by  diflant  fliowers  of  dartsB 
Cariovalda,  having  long  fuftained  the  fury  ol  the 
enemy,  exhorted  his  men  to  draw  up  in  platoons, 
and  break  through  the  prevailing  hoft;  he  himfelf 
forced  his  v/ay  into  their  center,  and  fell  with  his 
horfe  under  a  fhower  of  darts,  and  many  of  the 
principal  Batavians  round  him  :  the  reft  were  faved 
by  their  own  bravery,  or  refeued  by  the  cavalry 
under  Stertinius  and  ASmilius. 

Germanicus,  having  pafled  the  Vifurgis,  learnt 
from  a  deferter,  that  Arminius  had  marked  out  the 
place  of  battle ;  that  more  nations  had  alfo  joined 
him ;  that  they  rendevoufed  in  a  wood  faered  ?to 
Hercules,  and  would  attempt  to  ftorm  ourc  camp 
by  night.  The  deferter  was  believed  ;  the  enemy’s  - 
fires  were  difeerned  :  and  the  fcouts  having  advanc- 
ed  towards  them,  reported  that  they  had  heard  the 
neighing-  of  horfes,  and  the  hollow  murmur  of  a 
mighty  and  tumultuous  hoft.  In  this  important 
conjundure5  upon  the  approach  of  a  decifive  b^ttle5 

E  6  Ger- 
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Germanicus  thought  it  behoved  him  to  learn  the 
inclinations  and  fpirit  of  the  foldiers,  and  deliberated 
■with  himfelf  how  to  be  informed  without  fraud  : 
g  for  the  reports  of  the  Tribunes  and  Centurions 

*  ufed  to  be  oftener  pleafing  than  true  ;  his  freed- 
«  men  had  ftill  flavifh  fouls,  incapable  of  free  fpeech ; 

*  friends  were  apt  to  flatter  ;  there  was  the  fame 

*  uncertainty  in  an  affembly,  where  the  counfel 

*  propofed  by  a  few,  was  wont  to  be  echoed  by  all. 

*  The  minds  of  the  foldiery  were  then  beft  known 

*  when  they  were  leaft  watched ;  when  free  and 

*  over  their  meals,  they  frankly  difclofed  their  hopes 
4  and  fears/ 

In  the  beginning  of  night,  he  went  out  at  the 
augural  gate,  with  a  Angle  attendant ;  himfelf  dif- 
guifed  with  the  fkin  of  a  wild  beafl:  hanging  over 
his  fhoulders  ;  and  chufing  fecret  ways,  he  efcaped 
the  notice  of  the  watch,  entered  the  lanes  of  the 
camp,  liftened  from  tent  to  tent,  and  enjoyed  the 
pleafing  difplay  of  his  own  popularity  and  fame  ; 
as  one  was  magnifying  the  imperial  birth  of  his 
General ;  another  his  graceful  perfon  ;  all,  his  pa¬ 
tience,  condefcenfion,  and  the  equality  of  his  foul, 
in  every  temper,  pleafant  or  grave.  They  con^ 
feffed  the  gratitude  due  to  fo  much  merit,  and  that 
in  battle  they  ought  to  exprefs  it,  and  to  facrifice  at 
the  fame  time  to  glory  and  revenge,  thefe  perfidious 
Germans,  who  for  ever  violated  ffipulations  and 
peace.  In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  enemy  who 
underftood  Latin,  rode  up  to  the  palifades,  and* 
with  a  loud  voice,  offered,  in  the  name  of  Arminius,, 
to  every  deferter  a  wife  and  land,  and,  as  long  as 
the  war  lafted,  an  hundred  fefterces  a  day.  This 
contumely  kindled  the  wrath  of  the  Legions  :  6  Let 
4  day  come,  they  cried,  let  battle  be  given.  The 
4  foldiers  would  feize  and  not  accept  the  lands  of 

*  the  Germans  ;  take  and  not  receive  German 

*  wives  5  they,  however,  received  the  offer  as  an 

<  omen 
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<  omen  of  vi&ory,  and  confidered  the  money  and 
‘  women  as  their  defined  prey.’  Near  the  thud 
watch  of  the  night,  they  approached,  and  infulted 
the  camp,  but  without  ftriking  a  blow,  when  they 
found  the  ramparts  covered  thick  with  cohorts,  and 

n°GermanicusS had  the  fame  night  a  joyful  dream  : 
he  thought  he  facrificed,  and,  in  place  o,  his  own  robe 
befmeared  with  thefacred  blood,  received  one  fairer 
from  the  hands  of  his  grandmother  Augufta  ;  lo 
that  elevated  by  the  omen,  and  by  equal  encourage¬ 
ment  from  the  aufpices,  he  called  an  affembly,  wheie 
he  opened  his  deliberations  concerning  the  approach- 
in^  battle,  with  all  the  advantages  contributing  to 
vidtory  ;  ‘  That  to  the  Roman  foidiers,  not  only 
‘  plains  and  dales,  but,  with  due  circumfpeaion, 

‘  even  woods  and  forefts  were  commodious  places 

<  for  an  engagement.  The  huge  targets,  tneenor- 
‘  mous  {pears'  of  the  Barbarians,  could  never  be 
‘  wielded  amongft  thickets  and  trunks  of  trees, 

<  like  Roman  fwords  and  javelins,  and  armour  ad- 
‘  iufted  to  the  fhape  and  iize  of  their  bodies  ;  10 
‘  that  with  thefe  tradfable  arms  they  might  thicken 
c  their  blows,  and  ftrike  with  certainty  at  the  naked 

<  faces  of  the  enemy ;  fince  the  Germans  were^ 

4  neither  furnifhed  with  head-piece  nor  coat  oi 
4  mail  ;  nor  were  their  bucklers  bound  with  leather, 

4  or  fortified  with  iron,  but  all  bare  bafket-work, 

4  or  painted  boards ;  and  though  their  firft  rantcs 
4  were  armed  with  pikes,  the  reft  had  only  ftakes 
4  burnt  at  the  end,  or  fhort  and  contemptible  darts. 

4  For  their  perfons,  as  they  were  terrible  to  fight, 

4  and  violent  in  the  onfet,  fo  they  were  utterly  im- 
4  patient  of  wounds,  unaffected  with  their  own  dif- 
4  o-race,  unconcerned  for  the  honour  of  their  Ge- 
4  neral,  whom  they  ever  deferted,  and  fled;  in 
4  diftrefs  cowards,  in  profperity  defpifers  of  all  di- 

4  vine,  of  all  human  laws*  To  conclude,  if  the 

4  army* 
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I  army,’  af[er  £,hei[  fatigues  at  fea,  and  their  tedious 
.  marches  by  land,  longed  for  an  utter  end  of  their 
labour  ;  by  this  battle  they  might  gain  it.  The  Elb 
was  new  nearer  than  the  Rhine;  and  if  they 
would  make  him  a  conqueror  in  thofe  countries 
where  his  father  and  his  uncle  had  conquered,  the 
war  was  concluded/  The  ardour  of  the  foldiers 
followed  the  fpeech  of  the  General,  and  the  fignal 
for  the  onfet  was  given. 

Neither  did  Arminius,  or  the  other  Chiefs,  ne¬ 
glect  to  declare  to  their  feveral  bands,  that  c  thefe 
‘  -Konians  were  the  cowardly  fugitives  of  the  Varian 
C  w^°>  becaufe  they  could  not  endure  to 

fight,  had  afterwards  chofen  to  rebel :  that  fome 
Witn  backs  deformed  by  wounds  ;  fome  with  limbs 
■'  ^jaimed  by  tempefis  ;  forfaken  of  hope,  and  the 
Gogs  againfi  them,  were  once  more  prefentino- 
their  lives  to  their  vengeful  foes.  Hitherto  a  fleet, 
ana  unfiequented  teas,  -  had  been  the  relources  of 
their  cowardice  againft  an  affaulting  or  a  purfuing 
enemy  ;  but  now  that  they  were  to  engage  hand 
1  to  hand,  vain  would  be  their  relief  from  wand 
<md  oars  aher  a  defeat.  1  he  Germans  needed 

*  only  remember  their  rapine,  cruelty,  and  pride; 
c  and  that  to  themlelves  nothing  remained,  but 

*  either  to  maintain  their  native  liberty,  or  by  death 

*  to  prevent  bondage/ 

The  enemy  thus,  inflamed,  and  calling  for  battle, 
were  led  into  a  plain  called  Idiffavifus  i  it  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  Vifurgis  and  the  hills,  and  winds  un~ 
.equally  along,  as  it  is  {heightened  by  the  lwellings 
<of  the  mountains,  or  enlarged  by  the  circuits  of  the 
river.  Behind  rofe  a  foreft  of  high  trees,  thick  of 
branches  above,  but  clear  of  bufhes  below.  The 
•army  of  Barbarians  kept  the  plain,  and  the  entrances 
of  the  foreif  ;  only  the  Cherulcans  fat  down  upon 
the  mountain,  in  order  to  pour  dowrn  from  thence 
upon  the  Romans,  as  loom  as  they  became  engaged 
.  •  in  . 


Book'll:  OF  TACITUS.  •*; 

in  the  fight.  Our  army  marched  thus ,  the  auxih 
Sy  Gauis  and  Germans  in  front  after  them  tire 
foot  archers,  next  four  Legions  then  Germamcus 
with  two  Praetorian  Cohorts,  and  the  choice  of  the 
cavalry;  then  four  Legions  more,  and  the  light 
foot  with  archers  on  horleback,  and  the  other  troops 
of  the  allies  ;  the  men  all  careful  to  march  in  older 
of  battle,  and  ready  to  engage  as  they  marched. 

As  the  impatient  bands  of  Cherufcans  were  now 
perceived  defcending  fiercely  from  the  hills,  Ger- 
inanieus  commanded  a  body  of  the  beft  horfe  to 
"name  them  in  the  flank,  and  Stertmms  with 
the  reft  to  wheel  round  to  attach  tom  the 
rear,  and  promifed  to  be  ready  to  affift  them  in 
perfon.  During  this  a  joyful  omen  appeared  ;  eign 
Cables  were  feen  to  fly  toward  the  wood,  and  to 
enter  it;  a  prefage  of  viftory  to  the  General, 
i  Advance,  he  cried,  follow  the  Roman  birds; 

‘  follow  the  tutelar  Deities  of  the  Legions.  In- 
ftantly  the  foot  charged  the  enemies  front,  and  in- 
ftantly  the  detached  cavalry  attacked  their  flank  and 
rear.  This  double  aflault  had  a  ftrange  event ;  the 
two  divifions  of  their  army  fled  oppofite  ways  ;  that 
in  the  woods  ran  to  the  plain ;  that  in  the  plain 
rulhed  into  the  woods.  The  Cherufcans  between 
both,  were  driven  from  the  hills,  amongft  them 
Arminius  remarkably  brave,  who  with  his  hand, 
his  voice,  and  diftinguifhed  wounds,  was  itill  lul- 
tainihe  the  fight.  He  had  alfaulted  the  archers,  and 
would  have  broken  through  them;  but  the  cohorts 
of  the  Retians,  the  Vindelicians,  and  the  Gauls, 
marched  to  their  relief  :  however,  by  his  own  fpirit, 
and  the  vigour  of  his  horfe,  he  efcaped  ;  his  face 
befmeared  with  his  own  blood  to  avoid  being  known. 
Some  have  related,  that  the  Chaucians,  who  were 
amono-ft  the  Roman  auxiliaries,  knew  him,  and  let 
him  go.  The  fame  bravery,  or  deceit,  procured 
Inguiomerus  his  efcape ;  the  reft  were  every  where 
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flam  ;  and  great  numbers  attempting  to  fwim  the 
V.furgis,  were  deftroyed  in  it,  either  purfued  with 
,  .fkS’ 0r  fwal]owed  by  the  current,  or  overwhelmed 
with  the  weight  of  the  crowd,  or  buried  under  the 
falling  banks.  Some  feeking  a  bafe  refuge  on  the 
ops  of  trees,  and  concealment  amongft  the  branches 
were  fhot  in  fport  by  the  archers,  V  fquafhed  as’ 
the  trees  were  felled.  This  was  a  mighty  victory 
and  to  us  far  from  bloody  !  ^  )  y> 

This  /laughter  of  the  foe,  from  the  fifth  hour  of 
the  day  till  night,  filled  the  country  for  ten  miles 
with  carcafies  and  arms.  Among/l  the  fpoils 
Cuams  v/ere  found,  which,  fure  of  conquering  they 
had.  brought  to  bind  the  Roman  captives.^  The 
foldiers  proclaimed  I  iberius  Imperator  upon  the 
held  of  battle,  and,  raising  a  mount,  placed  upon 
rt  as  Trophies,  the  German  arms,  with  the  names 
of  all  the  vanquiihed  nations,  inferibed  below. 

rhis  fight  filled  the  Germans  with  more  an<mifh 
and  rage,  than  all  their  wounds,  part  afflictions  and 
flaughuers.  They,  who  were  juft  prepared  to  aban¬ 
don  their  dwellings,  and  flit  beyond  the  Elb,  me¬ 
ditate  war  and  grafp  their  arms.  People,  nobles, 
youth,  aged,  from  all  quarters,  rufli  fuddenly  upon 
the  Roman  army  in  its  march,  and  diforder  it. 

I  hey  next  chofe  their  camp,  a  ftreight  and  moift 
p  lain,  fhut  in  between  a  river  and  a  foreft  ;  the  foreft 
t  oo  furrounded  with  a  deep  rnarfh,  except  on  one 
ft  de,  which  was  clofed  with  a  barrier  raifed  by  the 
Angrivarians,  between  tnem  and  the  Cherufcans, 
Here  flood  their  foot :  their  horfe  were  diftributed 
and  concealed  amongft  the  neighbouring  groves, 
thence,  by  furprize,  to  befet  the  Legions  in  the 
rear,  as  foon  as  they  had  entered  the  wood. 

Nothing  of  all  this  was  a  fecret  to  Germanicus  : 
he  knew  their  counfels,  their  ftations  ;  what  fteps 
they  purfued,  what  meafures  they  concealed ;  and 
to  the  deftruCtion  of  the  enemy  turned  their  own 

fubtilty 
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fubtilty  and  devices.  To  Seius  Tubero,  his  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  he  committed  the  horie  and  the  field  ;  the 
infantry  he  fo  difpofed,  that  part  might  pafs  the 
level  approaches  into  the  wood  ;  and  the  reft  force 
the  rampart.  This  was  the  molt  arduous  talk,  and 
to  himfelf  he  referved  it :  the  reft  he  left  to  his 
Lieutenants.  Thofe  who  had  the  even  ground  to 
traverfe,  broke  eaiily  in ;  but  they  who  were  to 
affail  the  rampart,  were  as  grievoufly  battered  from 
above,  as  if  they  had  been  ftorming  a  wall.  The 
General  perceived  the  inequality  of  this  clofe  attack, 
and  drawing  off  the  Legions  a  fmall  diftance,  ordered 
the  /lingers  to  throw,  and  the  engineers  to  play,  to 
beat  off  the  enemy.  Immediately  fhowers  of  darts 
were  poured  from  the  engines,  and  the  defenders  of 
the  barrier,  the  more  bold  and  expofed  they  were, 
with  the  more  wounds  they  were  beaten  down. 
Germanicus,  having  taken  the  rampart,  firft  forced 
his  way,  at  the  head  of  the  Praetorian  Cohorts,  into 
the  woods,  and  there  it  was  fought  foot  to  foot. 
Behind,  the  enemy  were  begirt  with  the  morafs ; 
the  Romans  with  the  mountains,  or  the  river  ;  no 
room  for  either  to  retreat,  no  hope  but  in  valour, 
no  fafety  but  in  vidfory. 

The  Germans  had  not  inferior  courage,  but  they 
were  exceeded  in  the  fafhion  of  arms  and  art  of 
fighting.  Their  mighty  multitude,  hampered  in 
narrow  places,  could  not  pufh  nor  recover  their 
long  fpears ;  nor  pradlife  in  a  clofe  combat,  their 
ufual  boundings  and  velocity  of  limbs.  On  the 
contrary,  our  foldiers,  with  handy  fwords,  and  their 
breafts  clofely  guarded  with  a  buckler,  delved  the 
large  bodies  and  naked  faces  of  the  Barbarians,  and 
opened  themfelves  a  way  with  a  havock  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  Befides,  the  activity  of  Arminius  now  failed 
him  ;  either  fpent  through  his  continual  efforts,  or 
flackened  by  a  wound  juft  received.  Inguiomerus, 
was  every  where  upon  the  fpur,  animating  the 
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battle  :  but  fortune,  rather  than  courage,  deferted 
him..  Germanicus,  to  be  the  eafier  known,  pulled 
old  his  helmet,  and  exhorted  his  men,  <  to  profe- 
‘  cute  the  daughter ;  they  wanted  no  captives,  he 
v  faid  j  only  the  cutting  off  that  people  root  and 
*  branch,  would  put  an  end  to  the  war.’  It  was 
now  late  in  the  day,  and  he  drew  off  a  Legion  to 
make  a  camp  ;  the  reff  glutted  themfelves  till  night 
with  the  blood  of  the  foe.  The  horie  fought  with 
doubtful  fuccefs.  • 

^  Germanicus,  in  a  fpeech  from  the  tribunal,  praifed 
his  victorious  army,  and  raided  a  monument  of  arms, 
with  a  proud  Inlcription,  tfc  That  the  army  of  Ti- 
“  berius  Caefar,  having  vanquifhed  intirely  the  na- 
tions  between  the  Rhine  and  the  Elb,  had  con- 
“  fecrated  that  monument  to  Mars,  to  Jupiter,  and 
to  Auguftus.”  Of  himfelr  he  made  no  mention, 
either  fearful  of  provoking  envy,  or  that  he  thought 
it  fuffcient  praife  to  have  deferved  it.  He  had  next 
commanded  Stertinius,  to  carry  the  war  amongff 
th.e  Angrivarians  5  but  they  inftantiy  fubmitted  y 
and  thefe  fupplicants,  by  yielding  without  articles, 
pbtained  pardon  without  referve. 

The  fummer  now  declining,  fome  of  the  Legions 
Were  fent  back  into  winter-quarters,  by  land  3  more 
were  embarked  with  Germanicus,  upon  the  river 
Amifia,'  to  go  from  thence  by  the  ocean.  The 
fea,  at  firff,  was  ferene,  no  found  or  agitation,  ex¬ 
cept  from  the  oars  or  fails  ot  a  thoufand  fhips  ;  but, 
fuddenly  a  black  hoff  of  clouds  poured  a  ftorm  of 
hail  ;  furious  winds  roared  on  every  hde,  and  the 
tempeff  darkened  the  deep,  fo  that  all  profpedl  was 
loft*  and  it  was  impoffible  to  ffeer.  The  foldiers 
too,  unaccuffomed  to  the  terrors  of  the  fea,  in  the 
hurry  of  fear  difordered  the  mariners,  or  interrupted 
the  fkilful  by  unfkilful  help.  At  lail,  the  louth- 
wind  maftering.  all  the  reft,  drove  the  ocean  and 
the  iky.  The  tecapeft  derived. new  force  from  the 

windy 
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windy  mountains  and  fwelling  rivers  of  Germany, 
as  well  as  from i an  immenfe  train  of  clouds  ;  and 
contradling  withal  frefh  vigour  trom  the  boifterous 
neighbourhood  oi  the  north,  it  nurled  tlic  {hips,  and 
tolled  them  into  the  open  ocean,  or  againft  i Hands 
{bored  with  fharp  rocks,  or  dangeroufly  befet  with 
covered  fhoals.  The  fhips,  by  degrees,  with  great 
labour,  and  the  change  of  the  tide,  were  relieved 
from  the  rocks  and  "lands,  but  remained  at  the. 
mercy  of  the  winds  ;  their  anchois  could  not  hold 
them  ;  they  were  full  of  water,  nor  could  all  theiT 
pumps’  rfifcharge  it;  hence,  to  lighten  and  rciifethc 
veffels  ’{wallowing  at  their  decks  the  invading  waves, 
the  horfes,  boefts,  baggage,  and  even  the  arms* 
were  call  into  the  deep* 

By  how  much  the  German  ocean  is  more  out¬ 
rageous  than  the  reft  of  the  lea,  and  the  German 
climate  excels  in  rigour,  by  fo  much  this  ruin  was 
reckoned  to  exceed  in  greatnefs  and  novelty.  They 
were  engaged  in  a  tempeftuous  fea,  believed  deep 
without  bottom,  vaft  without  bounds,  or  no  Chores 
near  but  hoftile  ftiores.  Part  of  the 'fleet  were  fwaB 
lowed  up  ;  many  were  driven  upon  remote  iHands, 
void  of  human  culture,  where  the  men  perifhed 
through  famine,  or  were  kept  alive  by  the  carcaftes 
of  horfes,  call  in  by  the  flood.  Only  the  galley  of 
Germanicus  landed  upon  the  coaft  of  the  Chaucians, 
where,  Wandring  fadly,  day  and  night,  upon  the 
rocks  and  prominent  Ihore,  and  inccflantly  aceufing 
Himfelf  as  the  author  of  fuch  mighty  definition,  he 
was  hardly  reftrained  by  his  friends,  from  calling 
himfelf  defperately  into  the  fame  hoftile  floods.  At 
laft,  with  the  returning  tide,  and  an  affiftmg  gale, 
the  (hips  began  to  return,  all  maimed,  almoft  defti- 
tute  of  oars,  or  with  coats  lpread  for  fails;  and, 
fome  utterly  difabled,  were  dragged  by  thofe  that 
were  lefs.  Pie  repaired  them  haftily,  and  difpatched 
them  to  fearch  the  i Hands  ;  and  by  this  care  many 

men 
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men  were  gleaned  up,  many  were  by  the  Angriva- 
nans,  our  new  fubjetfs,  redeemed  from  their  mari- 
tmie  neighbours,  and  reftored  ;  and  feme,  driven 
into  Great  Britain,  were  fent  back  by  the  little 
Britifh  Kings.  1  hofe  who  had  come  from  afar, 
recounted  wonders  at  their  return,  ‘  the  impetuofity 
or  "v,  hn  lwinds  \  wonderful  birds  j  iea-monfters  of 
ambiguous  forms  between  man  and  bead:  •>* 
ft  range  fights  ;  or  the  effedh  of  imagination  and  fear. 

The  noife  of  this  wreck,  as  it  animated  the  Ger¬ 
mans  with  hopes  of  renewing  the  war,  awakened 
Geimamcus  alio  to  reftrain  them.  He  commanded 
Caius  Silius,  with  thirty  thoufand  foot,  and  three 
thoufand  horfe,  to  march  againft  the  Cattians  ;  he 
himfelf,  with  a  greater  force,  invaded  the  Marfians, 
where  he  learnt  from  Malovendus,  their  General, 
lately  taken  into  our  fubjedrion,  that  the  Eagle  of 
one  of  V arus’s  Legions,  was  hid  under  ground  in 
a  neighbouring  grove,  and  kept  by  a  flender  gu&rd. 
Inftantly  two  parties  were  difpatched ;  one,  to  face 
the  enemy,  and  provoke  them  from  their  poft ;  the 
other  to  befet  their  rear,  and  dig  up  the  Eagle ;  and 
fuccefs  attended  both.  Hence  Germanicus  ad¬ 
vanced  with  greater  alacrity,  laid  wafte  the  country, 
and  fmote  the  foe,  either  not  daring  to  engage,  or, 
wherever  they  engaged,  fuddenly  defeated  ;  nor,  as 
we  learnt  from  the  prifoners,  were  they  ever  feized 
with  greater  difmay.  4  The  Romans,  they  cried, 

4  are  invincible ;  no  calamities  can  fubdue  them. 

‘  They  have  wrecked  their  fleet;  their  arms  are 
‘  loft,  our  ftiores  are  covered  with  the  bodies  of 
‘  their  horfes  and  men:  Yet  they  attack  us  with 
4  their  ufual  ferocity,  with  the  fame  firmnefs,  and 
*  with  numbers,  as  it  were,  increafed.’ 

The  army  was  from  thence  led  back  into  winter- 
quarters,  full  of  joy  to  have  balanced,  by  this  pro- 
fperous  expedition,  their  late  misfortunes  at  fea ; 
and  by  the  bounty  of  Germanicus,  their  joy  was 

heightened, 
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heightened,  fince  to  each  fuffbrer  he  caufed  to  be 
paid  as  much  as  each  declared  he  had  loft  ;  neither 
was  it  doubted  but  the  enemy  were  humbled,  and 
concerting  meafures  for  obtaining  peace,  and  that 
the  next  fummer  would  terminate  the  war.  But 
Tiberius,  by  frequent  letters  urged  him  4  to  come 
c  home,  there  to  celebrate  the  triumph  already  de- 
4  creed  him  ;  he  had  already  tried  enough  of  events, 

4  and  tempted  abundant  hazards.  He  had  indeed 
4  fought  great  and  fuccefsful  battles  ;  but  he  muft 
c  likewife  remember  his  Ioffes  and  calamities,  which, 

4  however  owing  to  wind  and  waves,  and  no  fault 
4  of  the  General,  were  yet  great  and  grievous.  He 
4  himfelf  had  been  fent  nine  times  into  Germany  by 
4  Auguftus,  and  effetfted  much  more  by  policy  than 
4  arms  :  it  was  thus  he  had  brought  the  Sigambrians 
4  into  fubje&ion,  thus  drawn  the  Suevians,  and 
4  King  Maroboduus,  under  the  bonds  of  peace. 

4  The  Cherufcans  too,  and  the  other  hoftile  na- 
4  tions,  now  the  Roman  vengeance  was  fatiated, 

4  might  be  left  to  purfue  their  own  national  feuds.’ 
Germanicus  befought  one  year  to  accomplifh  his 
conqueft  ;  but  Tiberius  affailed  his  modefty  with  a 
new  bait,  and  frefh  importunity,  by  offering  him 
another  Confufthip,  for  the  adminiftration  of  which 
he  was  to  attend  in  perfon  at  Rome  :  he  added, 
4  that  if  the  war  was  ftill  to  be  profecuted,  Ger- 
4  manicus  fhould  leave  a  field  of  glory  to  his  brother 
4  Drufus,  to  whom  there  now  remained  no  other  ; 
4  fince  the  Empire  had  no  where  a  war  to  maintain 
4  but  in  Germany,  and  thence  only  Drufus  could 
4  acquire  the  title  of  Imperator,  and  merit  the 
4  triumphal  laurel.’  Germanicus  perfifted  no  longer, 
though  he  knew  that  this  was  all  feigned  and  hollow, 
and  faw  himfelf  invidioufly  torn  away  from  a  har- 
veft  of  ripe  glory. 

About  this  time,  Libo  Drufus,  of  the  Scribonian 
family,  was  arraigned  for  meditatin  attempts 
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againtt  the  State.  And,  becaufe  then  firtt  were 
devifed  thofe  peftilent  arts  and  impeachments,  which 
for  fo  many  years  devoured  the  Commonwealth,  I 
will  lay  open  with  the  more  exa&nefs  the -beginning, 
progrefs  and  iflue  of  this  affair.  Firmius  Catus  the 
Senator,  a  dole  confident  of  Libo,  traiteroufiy  mif- 
led  that  youth,  unwary  as  he  was,  and  eafy  to  be 
enlhared,  with  fpecious  delufions ;  engaged  him  to 
try  the  prediftions  of  the  Chaldeans,  the  fuperfti- 
tious  rites  of  Magicians,  and  the  interpreters  of 
dreams  ;  and  to  flatter  his  hopes  and  ambition,  was 
incefiantly  magnifying  the  nobility  of  his  race  ;  for 
that  Pompey  was  6  his  great  grand-father,  Scribonia, 
c  once  the  wife  of  Auguftus,  his  aunt,  the  Csefars 
c  his  kinfmen;  and  his  houfe  full  of  images;’ 
tempted  him  to  luxury  and  borrowing ;  was  afio- 
ciated  with  him  in  his  debauches,  furety  for  his 
debts,  and  all  to  accumulate  more  matter  for  crimes 
and  evidence. 

When  he  found  himfelf  furnifhed  with  ftore  of 
witnefles,  and  amongft  them  fome  of  Libo’s  flaves, 
who  were  alfo  privy  to  the  obnoxious  condudl  of 
their  matter,  he  fought  admittance  to  the  Emperor ; 
having  firft  byFlaccus  Vefcularius,  aRomanKnight, 
intimate  with  Tiberius,  reprefented  to  him  Libo  as 
a  criminal,  as  alfo  a  detail  of  his  crimes.  Tiberius 
flighted  not  his  information,  but  denied  him  accefs, 
c  for  that  the  communication,  he  faid,  might  be 
c  ttill  managed  by  the  fame  Flaccus.’  In  the  mean 
time,  he  preferred  Libo  to  the  Praetorfhip,  enter¬ 
tained  him  at  his  table,  (hewed  no  ftrangenefs  in 
his  countenance,  no  refentment  in  his  words  (fo 
deeply  had  he  (mothered  his  vengeance;)  and,  when 
he  might  have  reftrained  all  the  dangerous  fpeeches 
and  practices  of  Libo,  he  chofe  rather  to  permit 
them,  in  order  to  know  and  punifh  them:  nor 
were  they  checked  or  made  public,  till  one  Junius, 
who  was  dealt  with  to  call  up- by  charms  the  in¬ 
fernal 
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fernal  {hades,  difcovered  this  to  Fulcinius  Trio,  a 
diftinguifhed  accufer,  one  greedy  of  renown  in 
wickednefs.  Inttantly  Trio  marked  out  the  doom 
of  the  accufed,  haftened  to  the  Confuls,  and  of 
them  demanded  that  the  Senate  might  meet  and 
adjudge  him.  Thus  the  fathers  were  forthwith 
fummoned,  and  even  apprized,  that  Q  upon  an 
‘  affair  of  mighty  moment  and  horrible  tendency  to 
4  the  State,  they  were  to  deliberate/ 

Libo,  the  while,  having  changed  his  drefs,  went 
covered  with  mourning,  from  houfe  to  houfe,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Ladies  of  the  nobleft  rank,  and  im¬ 
plored  the  mediation  of  his  kindred,  that  they 
would  protedl  him  againft  impending  ruin,  and 
fpeak  in  his  behalf.  But  every  one  of  them  de¬ 
clined  his  fuit,  each  upon  a  different  pretence  ;  yet, 
in  reality  all  from  the  fame  fear.  The  day  the  Se¬ 
nate  fat  for  his  trial,  vanquiihed  with  dread  and 
linking  under  ficknefs  ;  or,  as  fome  relate,  feigning 
it,  he  was  borne  in  a  litter  to  the  court,  and,  lean¬ 
ing  upon  his  brother,  with  fupplicant  hands  and 
words,  he  accofted  and  ftrove  to  foften  Tiberius, 
who  received  him  with  a  countenance  perfectly  un¬ 
moved.  It  was  the  Emperor  who  next  recited  the 
charge  againft  him,  and  the  authors  of  the  charge  ; 
but  with  fuch  wary  moderation,  that  he  might 
feem  neither  to  foften  nor  fharpen  his  crimes. 

To  Trio  and  Catus,  two  other  accufers,  Fon- 
teius  Agrippa  and  Caius  Vibius,  joined  themfelves, 
and  ftrove  who  fhould  have  the  right  to  implead 
the  accufed.  At  laft,  when  neither  would  yield, 
and  Libo  was  come  unprovided  with  a  pleader, 
Vibius  undertook  to  maintain  diftincfly  the  feveral 
heads  of  the  charge,  and  produced  articles  fo  ex¬ 
travagant,  that  amongft  the  reft  it  was  one,  how 
Libo  had  confulted  the  fortune-tellers,  c  whether 
4  he  fhould  ever  be  matter  of  opulence  fufficient  to 
*  cover  the  great  Appian  road  with  money  as  far  as 

3  4  Bxun- 
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4  Brundufium.’  There  were  others  of  the  fame 
kind,  foohfh,  chimerical,  or  (taken  in  tenderer 
fenfe)  defending  pity.  But  there  was  one  article 
formed  upon  a  paper,  containing  the  names  of  the 
Caefars  as  well  as  thofe  of  fome  Senators,  with 
ni)fterious  characters,  and  malignant  notes  joined 
to  them.  This  the  accufer  urged  againft  Libo,  as 
written  in  his  own  hand.  Libo  denied  it,  and 
hence  it  was  propofed  to  examine  by  torture  his 
confcious  flaves.  But,  feeing  it  was  forbid  by  an 
ancient  law  of  the  Senate,  to  put  fervants  to  the 
queftion,  in  a  trial  touching  the  life  of  their  m after, 
the  crafty  Tiberius  invented  a  new  law,  to  elude 
the  old,  and  ordered  thefe  Haves  to  be  fold  to  the 
public  fteward,  that,  by  this  expedient,  evidence 
againft  Libo  might  be  racked  from  his  fervants, 
without  violating  the  law.  In  this  ftate  of  defpon- 
dency,  Libo  requefted  refpite  till  the  next  day ; 
and  then  returning  to  his  own  houfe,  tranfmitted, 
by  his  kinfman  Publius  Quirinus,  his  laft  prayers  to 
the  Emperor,  who  replied,  that  4  he  muft  make  his 
4  requeft  to  the  Senate.’ 

His  houfe  was  in  the  mean  time  encompaft’ed  with 
a  band  of  foldiers,  who  with  ftuaied  noife  and  terror 
were  filling  all  the  court,  on  purpofe  to  create  certain 
attention  and  alarm,  juft  when  Libo  fat  down  to  the 
banquet,  which,  as  the  ultimate  pleafure  of  his  life 
he  had  prepared.  But,  then  feeling  agonies  inftead  of 
pleafure,  he  called  for  a  minifter  of  death,  fucceflively 
grafped  the  hands  of  his  flaves,  and  into  them,  by 
turns,  ftrove  to  fqueeze  a  fword.  But  they,  as 
they  trembled  and  fhunned  the  fad  tafk,  through 
the  hurry  of  fear  and  flight  overturning  the  lamp 
that  illuminated  the  table  ;  in  this  ominous  and 
tragical  darknefs,  he  gave  himfelf  two  deadly  ftabs 
in  the  bowels.  As  he  groaned  and  fell,  his  freed' 
men  fprang  in,  and  the  foldiers,  feeing  the  daughter 
perpetrated,  retired.  The  charge  againft  him  was 

however 
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however  pufhed  in  the  Senate,  with  the  fame  un¬ 
relenting  eagernefs.  Yet  Tiberius  vowed,  4  that 
4  he  would  have  interceded  for  his  life,  notwith- 
4  Handing  his  treafon,  if  he  had  not  thus  haflily 
4  died  by  his  own  hands/ 

His  eflate  was  divided  amongft  his  accufers  ;  and 
thole  of  them  who  bore  the  rank  of  Senators,  were, 
without  the  regular  way  of  election,  preferred  to 
Praetorfhips.  Then  Cotta  Meffalinus  propofed, 
that  4  the  image  of  Libo  might  not  accompany  the 
4  funerals  of  his  poflerity  Cneius  Lentulus,  that 
4  none  of  the  Scribonii  fhould  henceforth  afTume 
the  firname  of  Drufus  and  at  the  motion  of 
Pomponius  Flaccus,  days  of  thankfgiving  were  ap¬ 
pointed.  I  hat  4  gifts  fhould  be  prefented  to  Ju- 
c  piter,  to  Mars,  and  to  the  Goddefs  Concord  ; 
4  and  that  the  thirteenth  of  September,  the  day  on 
c  which  Libo  flew  himfelf,  fhould  be  an  eflablifhed 


*  feffival,’  were  the  votes  of  Lucius  Publius,  of 
Afinius  Gallus,  of  Papius  Mutilius,  and  of  Lucius  .. 
Apronius.  I  have  related  the  votes  and  fycophancy 
of  thefe  men,  to  fhew  that  adulation  is  an  invete¬ 
rate  evil  in  the  Hate.  Decrees  ot  the  Senate  were  - 
likewife  made  for  driving  Aftrologers  and  Magicians  t 
out  of  Italy  >  and  one  of  the  herd,  Lucius  Pitua-  - 
nius,  was  precipitated  from  the  Tarpeian  Rock,  . o 
Publius  Marcius,  another,  was  by  judgment  of  the-  - 
Confuls,  at  the  found  of  trumpet,  executed  without  - 
the  Eiquiline  Gate,  according  to  the  ancient  form.  - 
Next  time  the  Senate  fat,  long  difeourfes  againft  a 
the  luxury  of  the  city  were. made  by  Quintus  Ha-  - 
terius,  a  Comular,  and  by  Odiavius  Fronto,  for¬ 
merly  Praetor,  and  a  law  was  palled  c  againd  ufinp* 
table-plate  of  iolid  gold  ;  and  againft  men’s  de- 
‘  bating  themfelves  with  gorgeous  and  effeminate. 

4  filks/  Fronto  went  farther,  and  defired  that 
4  the -quantities  of  lilver-plate,  the  expence  of  fur- 
4  niture,  and  the  number  of  domeftics,  might  be 

t  4  limited.’ 
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4  limited/  For  it  was  yet  common  for  Senators 
to  depart  from  the  prefent  debate,  and  offer,  as 
their  advice,  whatever  they  judged  conducing  to  the 
interefl  of  the  Commonweal.  Againft  him  it  was 
argued  by  Afmius  Gallus,  4  that  with  the  growth 
4  of  the  Empire,  private  riches  were  likewife  grown, 
4  and  it  was  no  new  thing  for  citizens  to  live  accord- 
4  ing  to  their  conditions,  but,  indeed,  agreeable  to 
4  the  moff  primitive  ufage.  The  ancient  Fabricii, 
4  and  the  latter  Scipios,  having  different  wealth, 
4  lived  differently  ;  but  all  fuitably  to  the  feveral 
4  ftages  of  the  Commonwealth.  Public  poverty  was 
4  accompanied  with  domelfic  ;  but,  when  the  State 
4  rofe  to  fuch  a  height  of  magnificence,  the  mag- 
4  nificence  of  particulars  rofe  too.  As  to  plate,  and 
4  train,  and  expence,  there  was  no  ffandard  of 
4  excefs  or  frugality,  but  from  the  fortunes  of  men. 
4  The  law,  indeed,  had  made  a  diflinchon  between 
4  the  fortunes  of  Senators  and  of  Knights  ;  not  for 
4  any  natural  difference  between  them;  but  that  they 
4  who  excelled  in  place,  rank,  and  civil  pre-emi- 
4  nence,  might  excel  too  in  other  particulars,  fuch 
4  as  conduced  to  the  health  of  the  body,  or  to  the 
4  peace  and  folacement  of  the  foul ;  unlefs  it  were 
4  expedted,  that  the  moil  illuftrious  citizens  (hould 
4  fuflain  the  (harped:  cares,  and  undergo  the  hea- 
4  vied:  fatigues  and  dangers,  but  continue  deftitute 
4  of  every  alleviation  of  fatigue,  and  danger,  and 
4  care.’  Gallus  eafily  prevailed,  whilft,  under 
worthy  names,  he  avowed  and  fuppoited  popuiar 
vices  in  an  affembly  engaged  in  them.  Fibeiius  too 
had  faid,  4  that  it  was  not  a  feafon  for  reformation  ; 

4  or,  if  there  were  any  corruption  of  manners,  there 
4  would  not  be  wanting  one  to  corredt  them. 

During  thefe  tranfadfions,  Lucius  Pifo,  aftei  he 
had  declaimed  bitterly,  in  the  Senate,  againfl  the 
4  cabals  and  intrigues  of  the  forum,  the  con  up - 

4  tion  of  .the  tribunals,  and  the  inhumanity  of  the 

4  pleaders 
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6  pleaders  breathing  continual  terror  and  impeach- 
c  ments/  declared,  4  he  would  intirely  relinquish 
c  Rome,  and  retire  into  a  quiet  corner  of  the 
4  country,  far  diftant  and  obfcure/  With  thefe 
words  he  left  the  Senate.  Tiberius  was  provoked  ; 
and  yet  not  only  foothed  him  with  gentle  words, 
but  likewife  obliged  Pifo’s  relations,  by  their  au¬ 
thority  or  entreaties  to  retain  him.  The  fame  Pi  fa 
gave  Soon  after  an  equal  inftance  of  the  indigna¬ 
tion  of  a  free  fpirit,  by  profecuting  a  Suit  againft 
Urgulania  ;  a  Lady  whom  the  partial  friendfhip  of 
Livia  had  fet  at  defiance  with  the  laws.  Urgula¬ 
nia  being  carried,  for  prote&ion,  to  the  palace, 
defpifed  the  efforts  of  Pifo  ;  fo  that  neither  did  fhe 
fubmit,  nor  would  he  defift,  notwithstanding  the 
complaints  and  refentments  of  Livia,  that,  in  the 
profecution,  c  violence  and  indignity  were  done  to 
her  own  perfon/  Tiberius  promifed  to  attend 
the  trial,  and  aflift  Urgulania ;  but  only  promifed 
in  civility  to  his  mother,  for  fo  far  he  thought  it 
became  him ;  and  thus  left  the  palace,  ordering 
his  guards  to  follow  at  a  diftance.  .People,  the 
while,  crowded  about  him,  and  he  walked  with  a 
Slow  and  compofed  air.  As  he  lingered,  and  pro¬ 
longed  the  time  and  way  with  various  difcourfe, 
the  trial  went  on ;  Pifo  would  not  be  mollified  by 
the  importunity  of  his  friends  ;  and  hence  at  laft 
the  Emprefs  ordered  the  payment  of  the  money 
claimed  by  him.  This  v/as  the  ifTue  of  the  affair. 
By  it  Pifo  lofi:  no  renown  ;  and  it  Signally  in- 
creafed  the  credit  of  Tiberius.  The  power  how¬ 
ever  of  Urgulania  was  fo  exorbitant  to  the  State, 
that  She  difdained  to  appear  a  witnefs  in  a  certain 
caufe  before  the  Senate  ;  and,  when  it  had  been 
always  ufual,  even  for  the  Veftal  virgins  to  attend 
the  Forum  and  Courts  ofjuftice,  as  oft  as  their 
evidence  was  required ;  a  Praetor  was  Sent  to  exa¬ 
mine  Urgulania  at  her  own  houfe.  ... 

F  2  The 
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The  procraftinatidn  which  "happened  this  year 
in  the  public  affairs,  I  fhould  not  mention,  but  that 
the  different  opinions  of  Cneius  Pifo  and  Afinius 
Callus  about  it,  are  worth  knowing.  Their  dis¬ 
pute  was  occafioned  by  a  declaration  of  Tiberius  ; 
‘  that  he  was  about  to  be  abfent.’  And  it  was  the 
motion  of  Pifo,  4  that  for  that  very  reafon,  the 
‘  profecution  of  public  bufinefs  was  the  rather  to 
*  be  continued  ;  lince,  as  in  the  Prince’s  abfence, 
‘  the  Senate  and  Equeftrian  order  might  adminifler 
4  their  feveral  parts,  the  fame  would  become  the 
“  dignity  of  the  Commonwealth.’  This  was  a 
declaration  for  liberty,  and  in  it  Pifo  had  prevented 
Callus,  who  now,  in  oppofition,  laid,  4  that  no- 
4  thing  fufRciently  illuftrious,  nor  fuiting  the  dig- 

nity  of  the  Roman  people,  could  be  tranfa&ed 
4  but  under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  Emperor, 
6  and  therefore  the  conflux  of  fuitors,  and  the  af- 
<  fairs  from  Italy,  and  the  provinces,  muff  by  all 
4  means  be  referved  for  his  prefence.’  Tiberius 
heard,  and  was  filent,  while  the  debate  was  ma¬ 
naged  on  both  fides  with  mighty  vehemence ;  but 
the  adjournment  was  carried. 

A  debate  too  arofe  between  Gallus  and  the  Em¬ 
peror ;  for,  Gallus  moved,  4  that  the  Magiftrates 
4  fhould  be  henceforth  eledfed  but  once  every  five 
4  years  ;  that  the  legates  of  the  Legions,  who  had 
4  never  exerciled  the  Praetorfhips,  fhould  be  ap- 
4  pointed  Prcetors  ;  and  that  the  Prince  fhould  no- 
4  minate  twelve  candidates  every  year.’  It  was 
not  doubted  but  this  motion  had  a  deeper  aim,  and 
that  by  it  the  fecret  fprings  and  referves  of  imperial 
power  were  invaded.  But  'I  iberius,  as  if  he  ra¬ 
ther  apprehended  the  augmentation  of  his  autho¬ 
rity,  argued,  4  that  it  was  a  heavy  talk  upon  his 
4  moderation,  to  chufe  fo  many  magiftrates,  and  to 
4  poftpone  fo  many  candidates  ;  that  difgufts  from 
4  difanpointments  were  hardly  avoided  in  vearly  elec¬ 
tions  ; 
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4  tions ;  though,  for  their  folacement,  frefii  hopes 
4  remained  of  approaching  fuccefs  in  the  next ;  now 
4  how  great  muff  be  the  hatred,  how  lafting  the 
4  refentment  of  fuch  whofe  pretenfions  were  to  be 
4  rejected  beyond  five  years  ?  and  whence  could  it 
4  be  forefeen,  that,  in  fo  long  a  tradl  of  time,  the 
4  fame  men  would  continue  to  have  the  fame  dif- 
4  pofitions,  the  fame  alliances  and  fortunes  ?  even 
4  an  annual  defignation  to  power,  made  men  im- 
4  perious  j  hew  imperious  would  it  make  them, 

4  if  they  bore  the  honour  for  five  years  !  befides,. 
4  it  would  multiply  every  fingle  Magi  fixate  into 
4  five,  and  utterly  fubvert  the  laws  which  had  pre- 
4  feribed  a  proper  fpace  for  exercifing  the  diligence 
4  of  the  candidates,  and  for  folliciting  as  well  as 
4  enjoying  preferments. ” 

.  By  this  fpeech,  in  appearance  popular,  he  Hill 
retained  the  fpirit  and  force  of  the  fovereignty.  Hu 
hke wife  fuftained  by  gratuities  the  dignity  of  fome 
necefiitous  Senators.  Hence  it  was  the  more  won¬ 
dered,  that  he  received  with  haughtinefs  and  repulfe 
the  petition  of  Marcus  Hortalus,  a  young  man  of 
fignal  quality,  and  manifeftly  poor.  He  was  the 
grandfon  of  Hortenfius  the  Orator  ;  and  had  been 
encouraged  by  the  deified  Auguftus  with  a  bounty 
of  a  thoufand  great  fefterces  a,  to  marry  for  pofte- 
rity,  purely  to  prevent  the  extinction  of  a  family 
lb  eminently  illuflrious.  The  fenate  were  fitting 
in  the  palace,  and  Hortalus  having  fet  his  four 
child! en  before  the  door,  fixed  his  eyes,  now  upon 
the  ftatue  of  Hortenfius,  placed  amongft  the  Ora¬ 
tors  ;  then  upon  that  of  Auguftus  ;  and,  inftead  of 
fpeaking  to  the  queftion  then  debated,  began  on 
this  wile :  4  Confcript  fathers,  you  fee  there  the 
,  number  and  infancy  of  my  children  5  not  mine 

a  About  twenty-five  thoufand  Crowns. 

F  3  ‘  by 
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'  by  my  own  choice,  but  in  compliance  with  the 
c  advice  of  the  Prince.  Such  too  was  the  fplendor 
*  of  my  anceftors,  that  it  merited  to  be  perpetuated 
v  in  their  race.  But,  for  my  own  particular,  who, 
4  marred  by  the  revolution  of  the  times,  could  not 
<  raife  wealth,  nor  engage  popular  favour,  nor 
4  cultivate  the  hereditary  fortune  of  our  houfe,  the 
‘  fortune  of  Eloquence  ;  I  deemed  it  fufhcient,  if, 

4  in  my  narrow  circumllances,  I  lived  no  difgrace 
4  to  myfelf,  no  burden  to  others.  Commanded 
4  by  the  Emperor,  I  took  a  wife  :  behold  the  off- 
4  fpring  of  fo  many  Confuls ;  behold  the  defcen- 
4  dants  of  fo  many  Dictators  !  nor  is  this  remem- 
4  brance  invidioufly  made,  but  made  to  move  mer- 
4  cy.  In  the  progrefs  of  your  reign,  Caefar,  thefe 
4  children  may  arrive  at  the  honours  in  your  gift. 
4  Defend  them  in  the  mean  time  from  want :  they 
4  are  the  great  grandfons  of  Hortenfius  ;  they  are 
4  the  fofler  fons  of  Auguftus.’ 

The  inclination  of  the  Senate  was  favourable,  an 
incitement  to  Tiberius  the  more  eagerly  to  thwart 
Hortalus.  Thefe  were  in  effedt  his  words  :  4  If 
4  all  that  are  poor  recur  hither  for  a  provihon  of 
4  money  to  their  children,  the  public  will  certainly 
4  fail,  yet  particulars  never  be  fatiated.  Our  an- 
4  ceffors,  when  they  permitted  a  departure  from 
4  the  queftion,  to  propofe  fomewhat  more  impor- 
4  tant  to  the  ftate,  did  not  therefore  permit  it,  that 
4  we  might  here  tranfadt  domeftic  matters,  and 
4  augment  our  private  rents  ;  an  employment  invi- 
4  dious  both  in  the  Senate  and  the  Prince ;  iince, 
4  whether  they  grant  or  deny  the  petitioned  boun- 
4  tits,  either  the  people  or  the  petitioners  will  ever 
4  be  offended.  But  thefe,  in  truth,  are  not  pe- 
4  titions  }  they  are  demands  made  againft  order, 
4  and  made  by  furprize.  While  you  are  affembled 
4  upon  other  affairs,  he  ffands  up,  and  urges  your 
4  pity,  by  the  number  and  infancy  of  his  children  * 

with 


Book II.  OF  TACITUS.  103 

*  with  the  fame  violence,  he  changes  the  attack  to 
c  me,  and,  as  it  were,  burfts  open  the  exchequer. 

*  But,  if  by  popular  bounties  we  exhauft  it,  by 
6  rapine  and  oppreftion  we  muft  fupply  it.  The 
4  deified  Auguftus  gave  you  money,  Hortalus  ; 

4  but  without  felicitation  he  gave  it,  and  on  no 
4  condition  that  it  fhould  always  be  given  :  other- 
4  wife  diligence  will  languifh ;  floth  will  prevail ; 

4  and  men  having;  no  hopes  in  refources  of  their 
4  own  ;  no  anxiety  for  themfelves,  but  all  fecurely 
4  relying  on  foreign  relief,  will  become  private 
4  fluggards  and  public  burdens.’  Thefe  and  the 
like  reafonings  of  Tiberius  were  differently  received; 
with  approbation  by  thofe  whofe  way  it  is  to  extol, 
without  diftindtion,  all  the  doings  of  Princes,  worthy 
and  unworthy ;  by  moft,  however,  with  filence, 
or  low  and  difeontented  murmurs.  Tiberius  per¬ 
ceived  it,  and  having  pauied  a  little,  faid,  4  his 
4  anfwer  was  particularly  to  Hortalus ;  but,  if  the 
4  Senate  thought  fit,  he  would  give  his  fons  two 
4  hundred  great  fefterces  *  each.’  For  this  all  the 
Senators  prefented  their  thanks  ;  only  Hortalus  faid 
nothing  ;  perhaps  through  prefent  awe,  or  perhaps 
poffefTed,  even  in  poverty,  with  the  grandeur  of  his 
ancient  nobility.  Nor  did  Tiberius  ever  fhew  far¬ 
ther  pity,  though  the  houfe  of  Hortenfius  was  fallen 
into  fhameful  diflrefs. 

The  fame  year,  the  boldnefs  of  a  fingle  bond- 
man  .had,  but  for  early  prevention,  torn  the  ftate 
with  great  combuftions  and  civil  arms.  A  flave  of 
Pofthumus  Agrippa,  his  name  Clemens,  having 
learnt  the  death  of  Auguftus,  conceived  a  defign  to 
fail  to  Planafia,  and  there  releafing  Agrippa  by  art 
or  force,  to  carry  him  to  the  armies  in  Germany. 
No  flavifh  defign  !  but,  the  flownefs  of  the  laden 
veffel  defeated  his  bold  purpofe  ;  for  Agrippa  was 

*  About  five  thoufand  Crowns, 
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already  murdered.  flence  he  conceived  views  Hill 
higher  and  more  daring.  He  Hole  the  funeral  allies, 
and  failing  to  Cofa,  a  promontory  of  Etruria,  hid 
himieif  in  deiart  places,  till  his  hair  and  beard  were 
grown  long;  for,  in  age  and  perfon,  he  was  not 
unlike  his  mailer.  Then,  a  report  fpread  by  trufty 
emifTaries  and  the  affociates  of  the  plot,  c  that  A- 

gnppa  lived,  began  to  thicken.  It  firH  crept 
a o road  in  dark  whiipers,  as  ufual  in  matters  of  dan¬ 
gerous  tendency  but-  becoming  foon  a  prevailing 
rumour,  it  filed  the  greedy  ears  of  the  credulous^ 
or  was  encouraged  by  turbulent  minds,  fuch  as  are 
ever  fond  of  public  agitations  and  changes.  He 
himfelf,  when  he  entered  the  neighbouring  towns, 
oid  it  in  the  gioom  of  the  day  $  never  to  be  feen 
publickly,  nor  long  in  the  fame  place.  But,  as 
truth  is  ftrengthened  by  obfervation  and  time ;  lies 
by  bade  and  uncertainty,  he  out-ran  fame.  Here 
he  ftaia  not  to  be  known  ;  there  he  arrived  before 
his  name  arrived. 

It  few  through  Italy,  in  the  mean  time,  c  that, 

‘  by  the  bounty  of  theGods,  Agrippa  was  preferved.* 
It  was  even  believed  at  Rome.  His  fuppofed  arrival 
at  Oftia,  was  celebrated  by  great  multitudes  abroad  ; 
and  in  the  city  by  clandeftine  cabals  ;  whilft  divided 
cares  difraded  Tiberius,  whether  he  fhould  fup- 
prefs  his  Have  by  the  power  of  the  fword,  or  fuller 
the  empty  credulity  of  the  public  to  vanilh  with 
tune.  Now  he  thought  that  nothing  was  to  be' 
flighted  ;  now  that  every  thing  was  not  to  be  dreaded, 
wavering  between  fhame  and  fear.  At  laft  he 
committed  the  affair  to  Salluftius  Crifpus.  Crifpus 
chofe  two  of  his  creatures,  (fome  fay  two  foldiers) 
and  directed  them  to  go  diredtly  to  him,  to  feign 
themfelves  his  adherents,  men  who  were  confcious 
that  he  was  the  genuine  Agrippa,  to  prefent  him 
with  money,  and  to  promife  him,  without  referve, 
their  faith  and  fortunes.  They  inflantiy  executed 

thefe 
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thefe  orders,  and  afterwards  fpying  him  one  night 
without  guards,  and  being  themfelves  furnifhed 
with  a  proper  band  of  men,  they  carried  him  to 
the  palace,  gagged  and  bound.  To  Tiberius,  when 
he  afked  him,  c  How  he  was  become  Agrippa  ?’  he 
is  faid  to  have  anfwered,  c  Juft  as  you  became  Cas¬ 
ter.’  But,  to  difcover  his  accomplices,  he  could 
never  be  conftrained.  Neither  dared  Tiberius  ven¬ 
ture  to  execute  him  publicly,  but  ordered  him  to 
be  difpatched  in  a  fecret  part  of  the  palace,  and  Ini 
body  to  be  carried  privately  away ;  and,  though 
many  of  the  Prince’s  houfhold,  many  Knights  and 
Senators,  were  faid  to  have  fupported  him  with 
money,  and  affifted  him  with  their  Counfels ;  no 
enquiry  followed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a  triumphal  arch  was 
railed  near  the  Temple  of  Saturn,  as  a  monument 
for  the  recovery  of  the  Varian  Eagles,  under  the 
condudl  of  Germanicus,  and  the  aufpices  of  Tibe¬ 
rius.  A  temple  was  dedicated  to  happy  Fortune 
near  the  Tiber,  in  the  Gardens  bequeathed  to  the 
Roman  people  by  Caefar  the  Di&ator.  A  Chapel 
was  confecrated  to  the  Julian  family,  and  ftatues 
to  the  deified  Auguftus,  in  the  fuburbs  called  Bo- 
villas.  In  the  Confulihip  of  CaiusCeiius  and  Lucius- 
Pomponius,  the  fix  and  twentieth  of  May,  Ger>- 
manicus  Caefar  triumphed  over  the  Cherufcansj  the 
Cattians,  the  Angrivarians,  and  the  other  nations 
as  far  as  the  Elb.  In  the  triumph  were  carried  all 
the  fpoils  and  captives,  with  the  reprefentations  of 
mountains,  of  rivers,  and  of  battles  ;  fo  that  his 
conquefts,  becaufe  he  was  reftrained  from  com- 
pleating  them,  were  taken  for  compleat.  His  own 
graceful  perfon,  and  his  chariot  filled  with  his  five 
children,  heightened  the  feew  and  the-  dHipht  of 
the  beholders.  Y et  they  were  checked  with  Yccre  t 
fears  ;  as  they  remembered,  ‘  that  popular  favour 
had  proved  malignant  to  his  father-  Dm  fits }  that' 

‘  his 
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4  his  uncle  Marcel! us  was  (hatched,  in  his  youth, 
4  from  the  burning  affedfions  of  the  populace,  and, 
4  that  ever  fhort-lived  and  unfortunate  were  the 
4  favourites  of  the  Roman  people/ 

'  Tiberius  diftributed  to  the  people  in  the  name  of 
Germanicus,  three  hundred  fefferces  *  a  man,  and 
named  himfelf  his  Collegue  in  the  Confulfhip.  Nor 
even  thus  did  he  gain  the  opinion  of  tendernefs  and 
fincerity.  In  effect,  on  pretence  of  inverting  the 
young  Prince  with  frefh  preferment  and  honours,  he 
refolved  to  alienate  him  from  Rome  3  and,  to  ac- 
complifh  it,  craftily  framed  an  occafion,  or  fnatched 
fuch  a  one  as  chance  orelented.  Archelaus  had  en- 

x. 

joyed  the  Kingdom  of  Cappadocia  now  fifty  years, 
a  Prince  under  the  deep  difpleafure  of  Tiberius,  be- 
caufe  in  his  retirement  at  Rhodes,  the  King  had 
paid  him  no  fort  of  court  nor  diftincfion  ;  an  omif- 
lion  which  proceeded  from  no  difdain,  but  from  the 
warnings  given  him  by  the  confidents  of  Auguftus  * 
for  that  the  young  Caius  C;efar,  the  prefumptive 
heir  to  the  Sovereignty,  then  lived^  and  was  lent 
to  compofe  and  adminifter  the  affairs  of  the  Eaft  ; 
hence  the  friendfhip  ot  Tiberius  was  reckoned  then 
dangerous.  But  when,  by  the  utter  fall  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  the  Caefars,  he  had  gained  the  Empire,  he 
enticed  Archelaus  to  Rome,  by  means  of  letters 
from  his  mother,  who,  without  diffentbling  her 
ion’s  refentment,  offered  the  King  his  mercy,  pro¬ 
vided  he  came  and  in  perfon  implored  it.  He,  who 
was  either  ignorant  of  the  fnare,  or  dreaded  vio¬ 
lence  if  he  had  appeared  to  perceive  it,  haftened  to 
the  City  ;  where  he  was  received  by  Tiberius  with 
great  fternnefs  and  wrath,  and  loon  after  accuied 
as  a  criminal  in  the  Senate.  The  crimes  alledged 
againft  him  were  mere  fidfions ;  yet,  as  equal  treat¬ 
ment  is  unufual  to  Kings,  and,  to  be  treated  like 

*  Seven  Crowns  and  a  half. 
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malefadors,  intolerable ;  Archelaus,  who  was  broken 
with  grief  as  well  as  age,  by  choice  or  fate  ended 
his  life.  His  Kingdom  was  reduced  into  a  pro¬ 
vince,  and  by  its  revenues  Tiberius  declared,  the 
tax  of  the  hundredth  penny  would  be  abated,  and 
reduced  it  for  the  future  to  the  two  hundredth.  At 
the  fame  time  died  Antiochus,  King  of  Comagena, 
as  alfo  Philopater,  King  of  Cilicia  ;  and  great 
combuftions  fhook  thefe  nations  ;  whilft  many  of 
the  people  defired  the  Roman  Government,  and 
many  were  addidled  to  domeftic  Monarchy.  I  he 
provinces  too  of  Syria  and  Judea,  as  they  were 
oppreffed  with  impofitions,  prayed  an  abatement 
of  tribute, 

Thefe  affairs,  and  fuch  as  I  have  above  related 
concerning  Armenia,  Tiberius  reprefented  to  the 
Fathers,  and,  c  that  the  commotions  of  the  Eaft 
‘  could  only  be  fettled  by  the  wifdom  and  abilities 
‘  of  Germanicus.  For  himfelf;  his  age  now  de- 
4  dined,  and  that  of  Drufus  was  not  yet  fufficiently 
*  ripe.5  The  provinces  beyond  the  fea  were  thence 
decreed  to  Germanicus,  with  authority  fuperior  to 
all  thofe  who  obtained  provinces  by  lot,  or  the  no¬ 
mination  of  the  Prince.  But,  Tiberius  had  already 
taken  care  to  remove  from  the  government  of  Syria 
Creticus  Silanus,  one  united  to  Germanicus  in  do¬ 
meftic  alliance,  by  having  betrothed  his  daughter  to 
Nero,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Germanicus.  In  his  room 
he  had  preferred  Cneius  Pifo,  a  man  of  violent  tem¬ 
per,  incapable  of  fubjedion,  and  heir  to  ail  the  fe¬ 
rocity  and  haughtinefs  of  his  father  Pifo  ;  the  fame 
who,  in  the  civil  war,  affifted  the  reviving  party 
againft  Csefar  in  Africa,  with  vehement  efforts,  then 
followed  Brutus  and  Caffus,  but  had  at  laft  leave 
to  come  home  3  yet  difdained  to  fue  for  any  public 
offices ;  nay,  was  even  courted  by-Auguftus  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  Confulfhip.  His  fon,  befides  his  hereditary 
pride  and  impetuofity,  v/as  elevated  with  the  nobi- 
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hty  and  wealth  of  Plancina  his  wife.  Scarce  yielded 
he  to  Tiberius,  and,  as  men  far  beneath  him,  de¬ 
fy1*^  the  fons  of  Tiberius.  Neither  did  he  doubt 
but  he  was  fet  over  Syria  on  purpofe  to  defeat  all 
the  views  of  Germanicus.  Some  even  believed, 
that  he  had  to  this  purpofe  fecret  orders  from  Ti¬ 
berius  ;  as  it  was  certain,  that  Livia  directed  Plan- 
cma ^to  exext  the  fpint  of  the  fex,  and  by  conffant 
emulation  and  indignities,  to  perfecute  Agrippina, 
bor,  the  whole  court  was  rent,  and  their  affedions 
fccretly  divided  between  Drufus  and  Germanicus.  ' 
I  l berius  was  partial  to  Drufus,  as  his  own  fon  by  * 
generation  ;  otners  loved  Germanicus  ;  the  more 
lor  the  averfion  of  his  uncle,  and  lor  being  by  his 
mother,  of  more  iilullrious  delcent ;  as  Marc  An¬ 
thony  was  his  grandfather,  and  Auguffus  his  great 
unde.  On  the  other  fide,  Pomponius  Atticus,  a 
Roman  Knight,  by  being  the  great  grandfather  of  * 
Drums,  feemed  thence  to  have  derived  a  ftain  upon 
the  images  of  the  Claudian  houfe.  Befides,  Agrip¬ 
pina,  the  wife  of  Germanicus,  did  in  the  fruitful- 
nefs  of  her  body,  and  the  reputation  of  her  virtue, 
far  excel  Livia  the  wife  of  Drufus.  Yet  the  two 
brothers  lived  in  amiable  dearnefs  and  concord,  no 
wife  fhaken  or  eliranged  by  the  reigning  contention 
amongff  their  leparate  friends  and  adherents. 

Drufus  was  foon  after  lent  into  Illyricum,  in  order 
to  inure  him  to  war,  and  gain  him  the  affedions 
of  the  army.  Befides,  Tiberius  thought  that  the 
youth,  who  lived  wantoning  in  the  luxuries  of 
Rome,  would  be  reformed  in  the  camp,  and  that 
his  own  fecurity  would  be  enlarged  when  both  his 
fons  .were  at  the  head  of  the  Legions.  But,  the 
pretence  for  fending  him  was  the  protcdion  of  the 
Suevians,  who  were  then  imploring  aflifnance  againft 
the  power  of  the  Cherufcans.  For,  thefe  nations, 
v/ho  fince  the  departure  of  the  Romans,  lawthem- 
felves  no  longer  threatened  with  terrors  from  abroad, 

and 
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and  were  then  particularly  engaged  in  a  national 
competition  tor  glory,  had  relapfed,  as  ufual,  nno  • 
their  old  inteftine  feuds,  and  turned  their  arms  upon 
each  other.  The  two  people  were  equally  power¬ 
ful,  their  two  leaders  equally  brave,  but  differently 
efleemed,  as  the  .  title  of  King  had  drawn  upon 
Maroboduus  the  hate  and  averfion  of  his  country-  : 
men;  whilft  Arminius,  as  a  champion  warring  lor 
the  defence  of  liberty,  was  the  univeiiul  ooject  of  - 
popular  affedfion. 

Hence  not  only  the  Cherufcans  and  their  confe¬ 
derates,  they  who  had  been  the  ancient  foidiery  of 
Arminius,  took  arms ;  but  to  him  too  revolted  the 
Semnones  and  L^ngobards,  both  Suevian  nations, 
and  even  lubjedfs  of  IVIaroboduus  ;  and  by  their 
accefion  he  would  have  exceeded  in  puifTance,  hut 
Inguiomerus  with  his  band  of  followers  defeited  to 
Maroboduus  ;  for  no  other  caufe  than  difdain,  that 
an  old  man  and  an  uncle,  like,  himfelf,  fhould  obey 
Arminius  a  young  man  his  nephew.  Both  -armies 
were  drawn  out,  with  equal  hopes  ;  nor  disjointed, 
like  the  old  German  battles,  into  fcattered  parties 
for  loofe  and  random  attacks  ;  for,  by  long  war 
with  us,  they  had  learnt  to  follow  their  enfigns,  to 
ftrengthen  their  main  body  with  parties  of  referve, 
and  to  obferve  the  orders  of  their  Generals.  Ar- 
minius  was  now  on  horfeback  viewing  all  the  ranks  : 
as  he  rode  through  them  he  magnified  their  palled 
feats  ;  4  their  liberty  recovered,  the  -  f  aughtered 

4  Legions  ;  the  fpoils  of  arms  wrefted  from  the 
*  Romans  ;  monuments  of  vidlory  (till  retained  in  • 
4  (ome  of  their  hands.'  Upon  Maroboduus  he  fell 
with  contumelious  names,  as  4  a  fugitive,  one  of 
4  no  abilities  in  war ;  a  coward,  who  had  fought 
4  defence  from  the  gloomy  coverts  of  the  Hercynian 
4  wood,  and  then  by  gifts  and  folicitations,  courted 
4  the  alliance  of  Rome  :  a  betrayer  of  his  country, 

4  ^  lifeguard-man  of  Cafar's,  worthy  to  be  exter- 

4  ruinated 
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*  initiated  withnoJefs  hoffile  vengeance  than  in  the 
‘  ^g^er  of  Quinftilius  Varus  they  had  fh ewn. 
‘  Let  them  only  remember  fo  many  battles  bravely 

fought ;  the  events  of  which,  particularly  the 

*  utter  expulfion  of  the  Romans,  were  fufHcient 

c  proofs  with  whom  remained  the  glory  of  the 
c  war.’  ^  J 

Neither  did  Maroboduus  fail  to  boa#  himfelf, 
and  to  depreciate  the  foe.  «  In  the  perfon  of  In' 
guiomerus,  he  faid,  (holding  him  by  the  hand) 
refled  the  wnole  renown  of  the  Cherufcans  ;  and 
from  his  counfels  began  all  their  exploits  that 
ended  in  fuccefs.  Arminius,  a  man  of  a  frantic 
fpirit,  and  a  novice  in  affairs,  aifumed  to  himfelf 
the  glory  of  another,  for  having  by  treachery  fur- 
4  prized  three  Legions,  which  expedled  no  foe, 
f  and  their  leader,  who  feared  no  fraud  ;  a  bafe 

*  Lirprize,  revenged  fince  on  Germany  with  heavy 

*  daughters,  and  on  Arminius  himfelf  with  do- 
1  meftic  infamy,  while  his  wife  and  his  fon  ff ill 
4  bore  the  bonds  of  captivity.  For  himfelf;  when 
4  attacked  formerly  by  Tiberius  at  the  head  of 
4  twelve  Legions,  he  had  preferved  unftained  the 

glory  of  Germany,  and  on  equal  terms  ended  the 
4  war.  Nor  did  he  repent  of  the  treaty,  fince  it 
4  was  Rill  in  their  hands  to  wage  anew,  equal  war** 

4  with  the  Romans,  or  fave  blood  and  maintain 
4  peace.’  1  he  armies,  befldes  the  incitements 
from  thefe  fpeeches,  were  animated  by  national  fti- 
mulations  of  their  own.  The  Cherufcans  fought 
for  their  ancient  renown,  the  Langobards  for  their 
recent  liberty  ;  and  the  Suevians  and  their  King,  on 
the  contrary,  weie  ftruggling  for  the  augmentation 
or  their  monarchy.  Never  did  armies  make  a  fiercer 
onfet,  never  had  onfet  a  more  ambiguous  event ; 
for,  both  the  right  wings  were  routed,  and  hence 
a  frefh  encounter  was  certainly  expedfed,  until  Ma- 
robcduus  drew  off  his  army  and  encamped  upon  the 

hills  ; 
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hills  ;  a  mamfeft  fign  that  he  was  humbled  ;  frequent 
defertions  too  leaving  him  at  lait  naiced  of  ioiees, 
he  retired  to  the  Marcomannians,  and  thence  fent 
Embafl'adors  to  Tiberius,  to  implore  fuccours. 
They  were  anfwered,  ‘  That  he  had  no  right  to 

<  invoke  aid  of  the  Roman  arms  againft  the  Cheruf- 

<  cans;  fince  to  the  Romans,  while  tiiey  were 
i  warring  with  the  fame  foe,  he  had  never  admini- 
‘  fired  any  afliftance.’  Drulus  was  however  fent 
away,  as  I  have  faid,  with  the  charader  of  a  ne- 

gociator  of  peace.  .  . 

The  fame  year,  twelve  noble  cities  of  Alia  were 

overturned  by  an  earthquake.  The  ruin  happened 
in  the  night,  and  the  more  dreadful  as  its  warnings 
were  unobferved.  Neither  availed  the  utual  fancfu- 
ary  a°-ainfi  fuch  calamities,  namely,  a  flight  to  the 
fields^  fince  thofe  who  fled,  the  gaping  earth  de¬ 
voured.  It  is  reported,  ‘That  mighty  mountains 
4  fubfided,  plains  were  heaved  into  high  hills  3 
4  and  that  with  failles  and  eruptions  of  £re,  the 
<■  mighty  devaftation  was  every  where  accompanied. 
The  Sardians  felt  moft  heavily  the  rage  of  the  con- 
cuffion,  and  therefore  moft  companion  3  Tiberius 
promifed  them  a  hundred  thoufand  great  fefterces 
and  remitted  their  taxes  for  five  years.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Magnefia  under  Mount  Sipylus,  were 
held  the  next  in  fulferings,  and  had  ptoportionable 
relief.  The  Temnians,  Philadelphians,  the  Egea- 
teans,  Apollonians,  with  tnofe  called  the  Moite- 
mans  or  IVfacedoriians  of  Plyrcania,  the  cities  too  of 
Hierocaefarea,  Myrina,  Cyme  and  Emolus 3  were 
all  for  the  fame  term  eafed  of  tribute,  it  was  like- 
wife  refolved  to  fend  one  of  the  Senate  to  view  the 
deflations,  and  adminifter  proper  remedies.  Mar¬ 
cus  Aletus  was  therefore  chofen,  one  of  Praetorian 
rank  3  becaufe  a  Confular  Senator  then  governing 


*  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Crowns. 
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Alia,  had  another  of  the  like  quality-  bcc-n  frht 
emulation  between  equals  was  apprehended  and  • 
consequently  oppofition  and  delays  P  ’  d  . 

he  iSeafcdVv'  *"  “S  ^  'o  the  public,  . 
mcieaied  by  private  liberalities,  which  prove  J 

equally  popular  ;  the  eftate  of  the  wealthy  El, a 

IVlufa,  claimed  by  the  exchequer,  as  fcedhTin  • 

tellate,he  furrendered  to  Emilias  Lepidus,  to  whofe 

.mn  y  e  feemed  to  belong  5  as  alfo  to  Marcus 

Servilius,  the  inheritance  of  Patuleius,  a  rich  Ro- 

to  himfdf'b  rKUgfPa?  °J  h  h2d  been  bequeatbed 

™~dn°bi'SrfL0,b ,h.“ **%&££ ' 

any  manS  inheritance!  bui  where  foime'r  frienShip  ' 

SLi'hV  ,i,lep  fTrhV,,s « -JSSSS 

l  h!i  ane  i  h  as>  frcm  ha£e  and  preiu-  . 
ice  to  others,  had  appointed  the  Prince  their  heir  ' 

he  utterly  rejected.  But,  as  he  relieved  the  honeft 

poverty  of  the  virtuous,  fo  he  degraded  from  the 

Senate,  (or  fuffered  to  quit  it  of  their  own  accord) 

Vibidius  Varro,  Marius  Nepos,  Appius  Appianus, 

Cornehus  Sy  la  and  Quintus  Vitellius,  all  prodi- 

ga  s,  and  only  through  debauchery  indigent. 

About  this  time,  Tiberius  finifhed  and  confe- 

epated  what  Auguftus  began,,  the  Temples  of  the 

Gods  confumed  by  age  or  fire  ;  that  near  the  great 

Circus,  vowed  by  Aulus  Pofthumius  the  Dictator, 

to  Bacchus  Proferpma  and  Ceres ,  in  the  fame 

pace  the  Temple  of  flora,  founded  by  Lucius 

Pubhcus  and  Marcus  Publicius,  while  they  were 

'  £f?ey,  thf,7  emPle  of  J™us,  built  in  the  Herb- 
dairctt  by  Lams  Duilhus,  who  firft  fignalized  the 

Oman  power  at  fea,  and  merited  a  naval  triumph 
°77ue  Carthaginians.  That  of  Hope  was  dedi¬ 
cated  by  Qermanicus.  This  Temple  Atilius  had 
vowed  in  the  fame  war. 


The 
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•  The  Law  of  violated  Majelly,  in  the  mean  time, 
waxed  intenfe,  and  by  it  an  accufer  impleaded  Apu- 
leia  Varilia,  grand-niece  to  Auguftus  by  his  filler  ; 
for  that  with  opprobrious  words  fhe  had  reviled  the 
deified  Auguftus,  Tiberius  and  his  mother  ;  and 
being  nearly  allied  to  the  Emperor,  had  ftained  by 
adultery,  the  Caefarean  blood.  Concerning  the 
adultery,  fufficient  provifion  was  thought  already 
made  by  the  Julian  Law  ;  and  the  crimes  of  Hate, 
Tiberius  defired,  might  be  feparated  :  If  fhe  had 
4  uttered  impious  fpeeches  of  Augullus,  fhe  muft 
4  be  condemned  :  but,  for  invedlives  a^ainft  him- 

*  felf,  he  would  not  have  her  called  to  any  account.’ 
‘The  Conful  afked  him,  4  What  would  be  his  fen- 
4  tirnents,  if  fhe  were  convidted  of  defaming  his 

*  mother  ?’  To  this  he  made  no  anfwer  ;  but  next 
fitting  of  the  Senate,  he  prayed  too  in  her  name, 

4  That  no  words  Ipoken  againll  her,  might  to  any 
4  one  be  imputed  for  crimes  and  acquitted  Apu- 
leia  of  the  treafon  ;  of  her  punifhment  too  for  adul¬ 
tery,  he  begged  a  mitigation,  and  prevailed,  that, 
4  by  the  example  of  our  ancellors,  fhe  fhould  be 
4  removed  by  her  kindred  two  hundred  miles  from 
4  Rome/  Manlius  her  adulterer  was  interd idled 
Italy  and  Africa. 

A  debate  at  this  time  arofe  about  fubflituting  a 
Praetor  in  the  room  of  Vifpanius  Gallus,  removed 
by  death.  Germanicus  and  Drufus  (for  they  were 
yet  at  Rome)  efpoufed  Haterius  Agrippa,  kinfman 
to  Germanicus.  Many,  on  the  contrary,  infilled, 
that  the  number  of  children  fhould  decide  it,  and  the 
candidate  who  had  mofl  be  preferred  ;  for  this  was 
the  voice  of  the  Law.  Tiberius  rejoiced  to  fee  the 
Senate  engaged  in  a  contention  between  his  fons 
and  the  laws.  The  law,  without  doubt,  was  van- 
quifhed,  yet  not  inflantly,  and  by  a  fmall  majority  p 
but  with  the  fame  llruggle  that  lav/s  were  vanquifh- 
ed  when  laws  were  in  force. 

This 


114  THE  ANNALS  Book  II. 

This  year,  a  war  began  in  Africa,  conduced  by 
i  ac, annas.  He  was  a  native  of  Numidia,  and  had 
ferved  amongft  the  auxiliaries  in  the  Roman  armies, 
but  deferting  the  fervice,  gathered  together,  by  the 
allurements  of  booty  and  rapine,  at  firfl  a  herd  of 
vagabonds  and  men  mured  to  robberies  ;  then  formed 
them,  like  an  army,  into  regular  companies  of  foot, 
and  troops  of  horfe,  under  diflindl  ftandards  and 
colours.  At  length  he  was  no  longer  efteemed  the 
leader  of  a  diforderly  gang,  but  confidered  as  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Mufulanians.  This  powerful  people, 
borderers  upon  the  defarts  of  Africa,  Hill  wild,  and 
without  towns,  took  arms,  and  drew  into  the  war 
tne  neighbouring  Moors.  Thefe  too  had  a  General 
of  their  own,  his  name  Mazippa  ;  and  between  the 
two  leaders  the  army  was  divided,  that,  whilft 
Tacfarinas  encamped  with  the  bell  men,  armed 
after  the  fafhion  of  Romans,  and  accullomed  them 
to  difcipline  and  command,  Mazippa,  with  a  fly¬ 
ing  band,  might  make  excurfions  on  every  fide, 
with  fire,  flaughter  and  alarms.  They  had  like- 
wife  foi ced  the  Oinithians  into  their  meafures,  a 
nation  no  wife  defpicable ;  when  Furius  Camillus,  < 
Proconful  of  Africa,  marched  again!!  the  enemy 
with  one  Legion,  and  what  troops  of  the  Allies 
were  under  his  command  ;  a  handful  of  men  at  moil, 
when  compared  to  the  multitude  of  Numidians  and 
Moors  !  But  it  was  his  firlt  care  not  to  intimidate 
them  with  numbers,  and  thence  tempt  them  to 
dude  fighting,  and  prolong  the  war.  Indeed,  he 
gave  them  hopes  of  victory,  only  to  enable  himfelf 
to  vanquifh  them.  The  Legion  was  placed  in  the 
center,  the  light  cohorts,  and  two  wings  of  horfe 
on  tne  right  and  left.  Nor  did  Tacfarinas  decline 
the  combat.  The  Numidians  were  routed;  and, 
after  a  long  feries  of  years,  military  renown  re¬ 
covered  to  the  name  of  Furius.  P'or  fince  Camillus 
the  reftorer  o!  Rome  and  his  foil,  the  glory  of  com¬ 
mand 
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mand  and  victories  continued  in  other  families. 
Even  he  whom  I  have  mentioned,  paffed  for  a  man 
deflitute  of  military  abilities  and  experience  in  war. 
Hence  Tiberius  magnified  with  the  more  unfeigned 
alacrity  his  exploits  to  the  Senate,  and  to  him  the 
fathers  decreed  the  enfigns  of  triumph.  Yet  to 
Camill  us  all  this  merit  and  diftindfion  proved  no 
fnare,  protected  as  he  was  by  a  life  fingularly  modeft 
and  retired. 

The  Confuls  for  the  following  year  were  Tiberi¬ 
us  the  third  time,  Germanicus  the  fecond.  This 
dignity  overtook  Germanicus  at  Nicopolis,  a  city 
of  Achaia,  whither  he  arrived,  by  the  coaft  of  Illy- 
ricum,  from  vifiting  his  brother  Drufus,  then  abid¬ 
ing  in  Dalmatia,  and  had  fuffered  a  tempeftuous 
paiTage,  both  in  the  Adriatic  and  Ionian  fea.  He 
therefore  fpent  a  few  days  to  repair  his  fleet,  and 
viewed  the  while  the  Bay  of  Adiium,  renowned  for 
the  naval  victory  there,  as  alfo  the  fpoils  confe- 
crated  by  Auguilus,  and  the  Camp  of  Anthony, 
with  an  affecting  remembrance  of  thefe  his  an- 
ceftors  ;  for  Anthony,  as  I  have  faid,  was  his  great 
uncle,  Auguftus  his  grandfather.  Hence  this  fcene 
proved  to  Germanicus  a  mighty  fource  of  images 
pleafing  and  fad.  Next  he  proceeded  to  Athens, 
where,  in  conceflion  to  that  ancient  city,  allied  to 
Rome,  he  would  ufe  but  one  Lidtor.  The  Greeks 
received  him  with  the  moft  elaborate  honours,  and, 
to  dignify  their  perfonal  flattery,  carried  before  him 
tablatures  of  the  fignal  deeds  and  fayings  of  his  an- 
ceilors. 

Hence  he  failed  to  Euboea,  thence  to  Lesbos, 
where  Agrippina  was  delivered  of  Julia,  who  proved 
her  laft  child.  Then  he  kept  the  coafl  of  Aha, 
and  vikted  Perinthus  and  Byzantium,  cities  of 
Fhrace,  and  entered  the  Freights  of  Propontis, 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Euxine,  fond  of  beholding 
ancient  places  long  celebrated  by  fame.  He  re¬ 
lieved, 
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Jievod  at  the  tame  time,  the  provinces  where-ever 
dil traded  with  inteftine  factions,  or  aggrieved  with 
the  oppreffions  of  their  Magiftrates.  In  his  return 
he  1  trove  to  fee  the  religious  rites  of  the  Samothra- 
cians,  but,  by  the  violence  of  the  north  wind  was 
repuiicd  from  the  fhore.  As  he  palled,  he  faw  Troy 
and  her  remains,  venerable  for  the  viciftitude  of 
iter  fate,  and  for  the  birth  of  Rome.  Regaining 
the  coal!  of  Afia,  he  put  in  at  Colophon,  to  confult 
there  the  Oracle  of  the  Ciarian  Apollo.  It  is  no 
rythonefs  that  repreferits  the  God  here,  as  at 
-Ddphos,  but  a  pried,  one  chofen  from  certain  fa¬ 
milies,  chiefly  of  Adiletus  3  neither  requires  he  more 
than  juft  to  hear  the  names  and  numbers  cf  the 
querifts,  and  then  defeends  into  the  oracular  cave  ; 
where,  after  a  draught  of  water  from  a  fecret  fpring, 
though  ignorant  for  the  mo  ft  part  of  Letters  and 
i  oetry,  he  yet  utters  his  anfwers  in  V erfe,  which 
has  for  its  lubjed  the  conceptions  and  wifhes  of 
each  confultant.  He  was  even  faid  to  have  fung 

Germanicus  his  haftening,  fate,  but,  as  Oracles 
are  wont,  in  terms  dark  and  doubtful. 

Now  Cneius  Fife,  hurrying  to  the  execution  of 
his  purpofes,  terrified  the  city  of  Athens  by  a  tem- 
peftuous  entry,  and  reproached  them  in  a  fevere 
ipeech,  with  oblique  cenfure  of  Germanicus, c  that, 

*  debaling  the  dignity  of  the  Roman  name,  he  had 
4  paid  exceftive  court,  not  to  the  Athenians,  by  fo 
4  many  daughters  long  fince  extinct,  but  to  the 
c  then  mixed  icum  of  nations  there  ;  for  that  thefe 
4  were  they  who  had  leagued  with  Mithridates 
4  againft  Sylla,  and  writh  Anthony  againft  Au- 
4  guftus.’  He  even  charged  them  with  the  errors 
and  misfortunes  of  ancient  Athens ;  her  impotent 
ittempts  againft  the  Macedonians  3  her  violence 
»nd  ingratitude  to  her  own  citizens.  He  was  alfo 
an  enemy  to  their  city  from  perfonal  anger  3  be- 
caufe  they  would  not  pardon,  at  his  requeft,  one 
;  .  Theo* 
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Theophilus,  condemned  by  the  Areopagus  for  for¬ 
gery.  From  thence,  failing  haffily  through  the  Cy¬ 
clades,  and  taking  the  fhorteft  courfe,  he  overtook 
Germanicus  at  Rhodes,  but  was  there  driven  by  a 
iudden  tempeff  upon  the  rocks  ;  and  Germanicus, 
who  was  not  ignorant  with  what  malignity  and  in- 
vedfives  he  was  purlued,  yet  abfed  with  fo  much 
humanity,  that,  when  he  might  have  left  him  to 
perifh,  and  h a v&  referred  to  caiualty  the  deffrudfion 
of  his  enemy,  he  difpatched  galleys,  to  relcue  him 
from  the  wreck.  This  generous  kindnefs,  how¬ 
ever,  ailwaged  not  the  animofity  of  Pifo  ;  fcarce 
could  he  brook  a  day’s  delay  with  Germanicus, 
but  left  him  in  hafte  to  arrive  in  Syria  before  him. 
Nor  was  he  {boner  there,  and  found  himfelf  amongfl 
the  Legions,  than  he  began  to  court  the  common 
men  by  bounties  and  careiles,  to  aiiiit  them  with 
his  countenance  and  credit,  to  form  fabHons,  to 
remove  all  the  ancient  Centurions,  and  every  Tri¬ 
bune  of  remarkable  difcipline  and  feverity,  and,  in 
their  places,  to  put  dependents  of  his  own,  or  men 
recommended  only  by  their  crimes.  He  permitted 
iloth  in  the  camp,  licentioufnefs  in  the  towns,  a 
rambling  and  diforderly  loldiery,  and  carried  the  cor¬ 
ruption  To  high,  that  in  the  difcourfes  of  the  herd, 
he  was  {filed  Father  of  the  Leghorn .  Nor  did  Plan- 
cina  reifrain  herfelf  to  a  condubf  feemly  in  her  fex, 
but  frequented  the  exercifes  of  the  cavalry,  and  at¬ 
tended  the  decurfions  of  the  Cohorts,  every  where 
inveighing  againft  Agrippina,  every  where  againlt 
Germanicus  ;  and  fome,  even  of  the  moft  deferv- 
ing  foldiers,  became  prompt  to  bafe  obedience, 
from  a  rumour  whifpered  abroad,  4  that  all  this 
4  was  not  unacceptable  to  Tiberius.’ 

Thefe  doings  were  all  known  to  Germanicus ; 
but  his  more  inftant  care  was,  to  vifit  Armenia, 
an.inconffant  and  reftlefs  nation  from  the  beginning, 
from  the  genius  of  the  people,  as  well  as  from  the 

fituation 
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ntuation  of  their  country,  which,  bordering  with 
arge  frontier  on  our  provinces,  and  ftretching 
thence  quite  to  Media,  is  inclofed  between  the  two 

S  rPr>  and  ften  at  variance  ^th  them  ; 
™  £  ffepR°“  through  antipathy  and  hatred, 
ith  the  Parthians  through  competition  and  envy. 
At  this  time,  and  ever  fince  the  removal  of  Ve- 
nones,  they  had  no  King;  but  the  affedtions  of 
the  nations  leaned  to  Zeno,  fon  of  Polemon  King 
of  rontus,  becaufe  by  an  attachment,  from  his  in¬ 
fancy,  to  the  fafhions  and  cuftoms  of  the  Arme¬ 
nians,  by  hunting,  feafting,  and  other  ufages  prac- 
tifed  and  renowned  amongft  the  Barbarians,  he  had 
equally  won  the  nobles  and  people.  Upon  his 
head,  therefore,  at  the  city  of  Artaxata,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  nobles,  in  a  great  afTemblv, 
Germanicus  put  the  regal  Diadem ;  and  the  Ar¬ 
menians  doing  homage  to  their  King,  faluted  him, 
Artaxias,  a  name  which  from  that  of  their  city 
they  gave  him.  The  Cappadocians,  at  this  time 
reduced  into  the  form  of  a  province,  received  for 
their  Governor,  Quintus  Veranius;  and,  to  raife 
their  hopes  of  the  gentler  dominion  of  Rome,  feve- 
ral  of  the  royal  taxes  were  leffened.  Quintus  Ser- 
yius  was  let  over  the  Comagenians,  then  firft  fub- 
jected  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Praetor. 

From  the  affairs  of  the  allies,  thus  all  fuccefs- 
fully  fettled,  Germanicus  reaped  no  pleafure,  thro* 
the  perverfenefs  and  pride  of  Pifo,  who  was  or- 
clered  to  lead,  by  himfelf  or  his  fon,  part  of  the 
Legions  into  Armenia,  but  contemptuoufly  neor- 
le6ted  to  do  either.  They,  at  laft,  met  at  Cyr- 
rum,  the  winter  quarters  of  the  tenth  Legion, 
whither  each  came  with  a  prepared  countenance ; 
Pilo  to  betray  no  fear,  and  Germanicus  would  not 
be  thought  to  threaten.  He  was  indeed,  as  I  have 
obferved,  or  a  humane  and  reconcileable  fpirit : 
but,  officious  friends,  expert  at  inflaming  animofi- 

ties. 
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ties,  aggravated  real  offences,  added  fidfitious,  and 
with  manifold  imputations  charged  Pifo,  Plancina, 
and  their  Tons.  To  this  interview  Germanicus  ad¬ 
mitted  a  few  intimates,  and  began  his  complaints 
in  fuch  words  as  diffembled  refentment  ufually  dic¬ 
tates.  Pifo  replied  with  difdainful  fubmiftions,  and 
they  parted  in  open  enmity.  Pifo,  hereafter,  came 
rarely  to  the  Tribunal  of  Germanicus;  or,  if  he 
did,  fate  fternly  there,  and  in  manifeft  oppofition. 
He  likewife  publifhed  his  fpite  at  a  feaft  of  the  Na- 
bathean  Kings,  where  golden  Crowns  of  great 
weight  were  prefented  to  Germanicus  and  Agrip¬ 
pina  ;  but  to  Pifo  and  the  reft,  fuch  as  were  light. 
4  This  banquet,  he  faid,  was  made  for  the  fon  of 
4  a  Roman  prince,  not  of  a  Parthian  Monarch/ 
With  thefe  words,  he  caft  away  his  crown,  and 
uttered  many  inveclives  againft  luxury.  Sharp  in¬ 
tuits  upon  Germanicus  !  yet  he  bore  them. 

At  this  time  arrived  Ambaffadors  from  Artabanus 
King  of  the  Parthians.  He  fent  them  4  to  repre- 
4  fent  the  ftate  of  the  mutual  league  and  friendfhip 
4  between  the  two  Empires,  how  delirous  he  was 
4  to  renew  it ;  that,  in  honour  to  Germanicus,  he 
4  would  come  to  receive  him  as  far  as  the  banks 
c  of  the  Euphrates  ;  and  requefted,  in  the  mean 
4  time,  that  Vonones  might  not  be  continued  in 
4  Syria,  left,  taking  the  advantage  of  fo  near  a 
4  neighbourhood,  he  fhould,  by  correfponding  with 
4  the  Grandees  of  Parthia,  ingage  them  in  a  civil 
4  diffention  and  rebellion/  The  anfwer  given  by 
Germanicus,  as  far  as  related  to  the  alliance  of  the 
Romans  and  Parthians,  was  conceived  in  terms  of 
dignity  and  grandeur ;  but,  of  the  coming  of  the 
King,  and  the  court  and  veneration  intended  to 
himfelf,  he  fpoke  with  becoming  complaifance  and 
modefty.  Vonones  was  removed  to  Pompeiopolis, 
a  maritime  city  of  Cilicia,  a  conceffion  made,  not 
to  the  requeft  of  Artabanus  only,  but  in  contumely 

to 


THE  anna  L  S  Book  II. 

to  Pifo,  with  whom  Venones  was  high  in  favour 

fnr  t  ho  fSZ  J - - - -  ^  i 


for  the  arduous  court  and  many  prefents  by  which 
he  had  won  Plancina. 


In  the  confulfliip  of  Marcus  Silanus  and  Lucius 
iNorbanus,  Germanicus  travelled  to  iEpypt,  to 
view  the  famous  Antiquities  of  the  country ;  thouo-h 
for  the  motives  of  the  journey,  the  care  and  in- 
ipection  of  the  province  were  publicly  alledged  : 
and,  indeed,  by  opening  the  granaries,  he  mitigated 
the  price  of  corn,  and  pradfifed  many  things  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  people  ;  walking  without  guards, &  hts  feet 
bare,  and  his  habit  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
Greeks  ;  after  the  example  of  Publius  Scipio,  who, 
we  are  told,  was  conftant  in  the  fame  practices  in 
Sicily,  even  during  the  rage  of  the  Punic  War 
there.  For  tliefe  his  alTumed  manners  and  foreign 
habit,  Tiberius  blamed  him  in  a  gentle  ftile,  but 
cenfured  him  with  great  afperity  -  for  violating  an 
eftabliilinient  of  Auguftus,  and  entring  Alexandria 
without  conient  of  the  Prince.  For  Auguftus, 
among!!  other  fecrets  of  power,  had  fet  apart  and 
appropriated  iEgypt,  and  retrained  the  Senators 
and  dignified  Roman  Knights  from  going  thither 
without  licence  ;  as  he  apprehended  that  Italy  might 
be.  diftrefled  with  famine,  by  any  who  feized  that 
province,  the  key  to  the  Empire  by  fea  and  land, 
and  defenfible  by  a  light  band  of  men  again!!  po¬ 
tent  armies. 

Germanicus,  not  yet  informed  that  his  journey 
was  cenfured,  failed  up  the  Nile,  beginning  at  Ca¬ 
nopus,  one  of  its  mouths,  built  by  the  Spartans, 
as  a  monument  to  Canopus,  a  Pilot  buried  there,  at 
the  time  when  Menelaus,  returning  to  Greece,  was 
driven  to  different  feas  and  the  Libyan  continent. 
Hence  he  vilited  the  next  mouth  of  the  river  facred 
to  Hercules.  Him  the  natives  aver  to  have  been 
born  among!!  them ;  that  he  was  the  mol!  ancient 
of  the  name,  and  that  all  the  reft,  who,  with  equal 

virtues, 
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virtues,  followed  his  example,  were,  in  honour, 
called  after  him.  Next  he  vifited  the  mighty  an¬ 
tiquities  of  ancient  Thebes,  where,  upon  huge 
Obelifks  yet  remained  -Egyptian  Characters,  de~ 
fcribing  its  former  opulency.  One  of  the  oldefl: 
Priefts  was  ordered  to  interpret  them  ;  he  fold  they 
related  <  that  it  once  contained  feven  hundred  thou- 
c  fand  fighting  men ;  that  with  that  army  King 
c  Rhamfes  had  conquered  Libya,  Ethiopia,  the 
c  Medes  and  Perfians,  the  BaCtrians  and  Scythians  ; 
4  and  to  his  Empire  had  added  the  territories  of 
c  the  Syrians,  Armenians,  and  their  neighbours 
c  the  Cappadocians  ;  a  traCl  of  countries  reaching 

from  the  fea  of  Bithynia  to  that  of  Lycia.’  Flere 
alfo  was  read  the  afleflment  of  Tribute  laid  on  the 
feveral  nations  ;  what  weight  of  filver  and  gold  ; 
what  number  of  horfes  and  arms  ;  what  ivory  and 
perfumes,  as  gifts  to  the  Temples;  what  meafures 
of  grain ;  what  quantities  of  all  neceflaries,  were 
by  each  people  paid  ;  revenues  equally  grand  with 
thofe  exa&ed  by  the  domination  of  the  Parthians, 
or  by  the  PowTer  of  the  Romans. 

Germanicus  was  intent  upon  feeing  other  win¬ 
ders.  The  chief  were,  the  effigies  of  Memnon,  a 
Colofius  of  ftone,  yielding,  wdien  firuck  by  the 
folar  rays,  a  vocal  found  ;  the  Pyramids  riling,  like 
mountains,  amongfl:  rolling  and  almoft  impafiable 
waves  of  fand,  proud  monuments  of  the  emulation 
and  opulency  of  Egyptian  Kings  ;  the  artificial 
Lake,  a  receptacle  oi  the  overflowing  Nile ;  and 
elfewhere  abylfes  of  fuch  immenle  depth,  that  thofe 
who  tried,  could  never  fathom.  Thence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Elphantina  and  Syene,  two  Illands,  for¬ 
merly  frontiers  of  the  Roman  Empire,  which  is 
now  widened  to  the  Red-Sea. 

Whilft  Germanicus  fpent  this  fummer  in  feveral 
provinces,  Drufus  was  lowing  feuds  amongft  the 
Germans,  and  thence  reaped  no  light  renown?;  and* 
Vol.  I.  G 
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as  the  power  of  Maroboduus  was  already  broken, 
lie  engaged  them  to  perlift  and  complete  his  ruin. 
Amongft  the  Gotones  was  a  young  man  of  quality, 
his  name  Catualda,  a  fugitive  long  lince  from  the 
violence  of  Maroboduus,  but  now,  in  his  diffrefs, 
refolved  on  revenge.  Hence,  with  a  (lout  band, 
he  entered  the  borders  of  the  Marcomannians,  and, 
corrupting  their  chiefs  into  his  alliance,  (formed  the 
regal  palace,  and  the  caftle  fituate  near  it.  In  the 
pillage  were  found  the  ancient  (fores  of  prey  accu¬ 
mulated  by  the  Suevians,  as  alio  many  victuallers 
and  traders  from  our  provinces ;  men  who  were 
drawn  hither  from  their  feveral  homes,  firff  by  pri¬ 
vilege  of  traffic,  then  retained  by  a  paffion  to  mul¬ 
tiply  gain,  and  at  laft,  through  utter  oblivion  of 
their  own  country,  fixed,  like  natives,  in  a  hoftile 
foil. 

To  Maroboduus,  on  every  fide  forfaken,  no 
other  refuge  remained  but  the  mercy  of  Caefar.  He 
therefore  palled  the  Danube  where  it  wafhes  the 
province  of  Norrica,  and  wrote  to  Tiberius,  not 
however  in  the  language  of  a  fugitive  or  fupplicant, 
but  with  a  fpirit  fuitable  to  his  late  grandeur ; 
4  that  many  nations  invited  him  to  them,  as  a  King 
4  once  fo  glorious ;  but  he  preferred  to  all  the 
4  friendfhip  of  Rome.’  The  emperor  anfwered, 
4  that  in  Italy  he  (hould  have  a  fafe  and  honourable 
4  retreat,  and,  when  his  affairs  required  his  pre- 
4  fence,  the  fame  fecurity  to  return.5  But  to  the 
Senate  he  declared,  4  that  never  had  Philip  of  Ma- 
4  cedon  been  fo  terrible  to  the  Athenians ;  nor 
*  4  Pyrrhus,  nor  Antiochus  to  the  Roman  people.’ 
The  fpeech  is  extant :  in  it  he  magnifies  4  the 
4  greatnefs  of  the  man,  the  fiercenefs  and  bravery 
4  of  the  nations  his  fubjeCts  ;  the  alarming  nearnels 
4  of  fuch  an  enemy  to  Italy,  and  his  own  artful 
4  meafures  to  deftroy  him.5  Maroboduus  was  kept 
at  Ravenna,  for  a  check  and  terror  to  the  Suevians ; 

as 
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as  if,  when  at  any  time  they  grew  turbulent,  he 
were  there  in  readinefs  to  recover  their  fubjedtion. 
Yet  in  eighteen  years  he  left  not  Italy,  but  grew 
old  in  exile  there  ;  his  renown  too  became  emi¬ 
nently  diminifhed.  Such  was  the  price  which  he 
paid  for  an  overpaffionate  love  of  life.  The  fame 
fate  had  Catualda,  and  no  other  fandluary  ;  he  was 
foon  after  expulfed  by  the  forces  of  the  Hermun- 
durians,  led  by  Vibilius,  and  being  received  under 
the  Roman  protection,  was  conveyed  to  Forum 
Julium,  a  Colony  in  Narbon  Gaul.  The  Barba¬ 
rians,  their  followers,  led;,  had  they  been  mixed 
with  the  provinces,  they  might  have  difturbed  their 
prefent  quiet,  were  placed  beyond  the  Danube,  be¬ 
tween  the  rivers Marus  andCufus,  and  for  their  King 
had  aligned  them  Vannius,  by  nation  a  Quadian. 

As  foon  as  it  was  known  at  Rome,  that  Ar- 
taxias  was  by  Germanicus  given  to  the  Armenians 
for  their  King,  the  fathers  decreed  to  him  and 
Drums  the  leffer  Triumph.  Triumphal  arches 
were  likewife  eredfed,  on  each  fide  the  Temple  of 
Mars  the  Avenger ,  fupporting  the  ftatues  of  thefe 
two  Caefars  ;  and  for  Tiberius,  he  was  more  joy¬ 
ful  to  have  eftablifhed  peace  by  policy,  than  if  by 
battles  and  victories  he  had  ended  the  war.  He 
therefore  alio  aiTailed  by  the  ways  of  craft  Rhefcu- 
poris  a  King  of  Thrace.  That  whole  nation  had 
been  fubjedt  to  Rhemetalces  ;  but,  upon  his  death, 
one  moiety  was  by  Auguflus  granted  to  Rhefcupo- 
ris  his  brother,  and  one  to  Cotys  his  fon.  In  this 
partition,  the  vales,  cities,  and  territories  bounding 
upon  Greece,  fell  to  Cotys ;  to  Rhefcuporis  the 
wilds,  the  hills,  and  the  parts  expofed  to  a  hoftile 
neighbourhood.  The  two  Kings  were  likewife 
diffonant  in  their  genius,  the  former  mild  and  agree¬ 
able  ;  the  latter  cruel,  rapacious,  and  impatient  of 
equality.  Yet,  at  hrft  they  lived  in  hollow  friend¬ 
ship)  but,  in  a  while,  Rhefcuporis  began  to  break 
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bounds,  to  feize  for  himfelf  the  portions  of  Cotys, 
and,  where  he  met  refiftance,  to  exercife  violence  ; 
cautioufly,  it  is  true,  and  by  degrees,  in  the  life  of 
Auguflus,  to  whofe  grant  they  owed  both  their 
Kingdoms  ;  and,  if  his  authority  had  been  defpifed, 
his  vengeance  was  dreaded.  But,  upon  the  change 
of  Emperors,  he  poured  in  bands  of  robbers,  de- 
molifhed  forts,  and  thus  fought  to  provoke  war. 

Tiberius  was  about  no  confideration  of  ftate  fo 
anxious,  as  that  things  once  fettled  fhould  never  after 
be  molefted.  He  inftantly  difpatched  a  Centurion  to 
the  two  Kings,  to  forbid  their  proceeding  to  a  de- 
cifion  by  arms ;  and  Cotys  forthwith  difmiffed  the 
forces  he  had  raifed.  Rhefcuporis  feigned  fubmif- 
fion,  and  defired  an  interview,  6  for  that  by  treaty, 

‘  he  faid,  they  might  adjuft  all  their  differences 
and,  upon  the  time,  the  place,  and  even  upon  the 
conditions,  they  quickly  agreed,  while  one  through 
eafinefs,  one  through  fraud,  yielded  and  accepted 
every  propofition.  Rhefcuporis,  for  a  fandlion,  as 
he  pretended,  to  the  league,  added  a  banquet,  and 
the  feftivity  and  drinking  was  prolonged  till  mid¬ 
night,  when  Cotys,  warm  with  wine  and  feafting, 
and  void  of  circumfpedtion,  was  fuddenly  loaded 
with  chains,  deprecating  in  vain  the  brutal  trea¬ 
chery,  c  by  the  inviolable  rights  of  Kings,  by  the 
*  common  Gods  of  their  family,  by  that  very  ban- 
4  quet  of  facred  pledge  of  concord  and  hofpitahty. 
Rhefcuporis,  having  now  feized  all  Thrace,  wrote 
to  Tiberius,  ‘  that  bloody  fnares  were  contrived 
‘  for  him,  but  he  had  anticipated  the  contriver;’ 
and,  pretending  a  war  againft  the  Baffcrnaeans  and 
Scythians,  fortified  himfelf  with  new  forces,  horle 
and  foot. 

He  had  a  foft  anfwer,  4  that  if  he  had  pra&ifed 
4  no  euile,  he  might  fecurely  trufl  to  his  inno- 
t  cence  ;  but,  neither  could  he  himfelf  nor  the 
1  Senate,  without  hearing  the  caufe,  diilinguifh  be- 
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«  tween  juftice  and  violence :  that  therefore,  deli- 
•  verin^  up  Cotys,  he  fhould  come,  and  upon  hnii 
4  effe&ually  transfer  the  odium  of  the  crime.’  This 
letter  Latinius  Pandus,  Propraetor  of  Mefia,  tranf- 
mitted  to  Thrace,  by  the  foldiers  fent  to  receive 
Cotys.  Rhefcuporis,  wavering  long  between  fear 
and  rage,  determined  at  laft  rather  to  be  guilty  of 
a  finifhed  than  an  imperfefil  villainy  :  he  caufed  Co¬ 
tys  to  be  murdered,  and  belied  his  death,  as  if  by 
his  own  hands  it  had  been  procured.  Neither  yet 
did  Tiberius  change  his  favourite  courfe  of  difTem- 
bling,  but,  upon  the  death  of  Pandus,  whom 
Rhefcuporis  alledged  to  have  been  his  enemy,  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  Government  of  Mefia  Pomponius 
Flaccus,  an  ancient  officer,  one  in  clofe  friendfhip 
with  the  King,  and  by  it  more  qualified  to  betray 
him  y  hence  chiefly  he  was  preferred. 

Flaccus  paffied  into  Thrace,  and,  though  he 
found  him  full  of  hefitation,  and  revolving  with 
great  difmay  upon  the  crying  horror  of  his  own 
wickednefs,  yet,  by  mighty  promifes,  prevailed 
upon  him  to  enter  the  Roman  barrier.  Here  the 
King,  on  pretence  of  folemnity  and  honour,  was 
furrounded  with  a  ftrong  party,  and  a  crowd  of 
officers,  who  prefied  him  by  earned:  exhortations, 
and  many  arguments,  and  the  further  they  travelled 
the  more  apparent  to  him  was  his  confinement ;  fo 
that  at  laft,  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  goiny,  he 
was  by  them  haled  to  Rome.  He  was  accufed  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate  by  the  wife  of  Cotys,  and  con¬ 
demned  to  exile  far  from  his  Kingdom.  Thrace 
v/as  divided  between  Rhemetalces  his  fon,  who,  it 
was  manifeft,  had  oppofed  all  his  father’s  outra- 
gious  meafures;  and  the  fons  of  Cotys.  Thefe 
were  minors,  and  placed  with  their  Kingdom  un¬ 
der  the  adminiftration  of  Trebellienus  Rufus,  for¬ 
merly  Praetor,  after  the  example  of  our  Anceftors, 
who  fent  Marcus  Lepidus  into  iEgypt,  in  quality  of 
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guardian  to  the  children  of  Ptolemy.  Rhefcuporis 
was  tranfported  to  Alexandria,  and  there  fain,  at¬ 
tempting  flight,  or  falfely  charged  with  it. 

At  the  fame  time,  Vonones,  who  had  been  re¬ 
moved,  as  I  have  above  related,  into  Cilicia,  cor¬ 
rupted  his  keepers,  and  endeavoured  to  efcape  to 
Armenia,  thence  to  the  Albanians  and  Heniochians, 
and  then  to  his  kinfman  the  King  of  Scythia.  Thus 
pretending  to  hunt,  and  avoiding  the  maritime 
coafls,  he  gained  the  devious  recedes  of  the  fbrefti  $ 
and  then,  on  a  fudden,  rode  full  fpeed  to  the  River 
Fyramus.  But,  the  country-rrten,  apprized  of  the 
King’s  fight,  had  broken  the  bridges  ;  neither  was 
the  itream  to  be  forded.  Upon  the  banks  therefore 
of  the  river,  he  was  by  Vibius  Fronto,  General  of 
horfe,  put  in  bonds,  and  prefently  after,  by  Rem- 
mius,  a  refumed  Veteran,  lately  his  keeper,  run 
through,  in  affe&ed  wrath,  with  a  fword.  Hence 
arofe  the  Wronger  belief  that,  from  confcioufnefs 
of  fraud,  and  dread  of  difcovery,  Vonones  was 
flain. 

Germanicus  returning  from  ^Egypt,  learned  that 
all  his  orders  left  with  the  Legions,  and  the  Ea- 
ftern  cities,  were  either  intirely  abolished,  or  con¬ 
trary  regulations  eftablifhed  ;  a  ground  for  his  fe- 
vcre  refentment  and  reproaches  upon  Pifo.  Nor 
lefs  keen  were  the  efforts  and  machinations  of  Pifo 
againft  Germanicus.  Yet  Pifo  afterwards  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  Syria,  but  was  detained  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  illnefs  of  Germanicus.  Again,  when  he 
heard  of  his  recovery,  and  perceived  that  vows 
were  paid  for  his  reftoration,  the  Lidlors,  by  his 
command,  broke  the  folemnity,  drove  away  the 
victims,  already  at  the  altars,  overturned  the  appa¬ 
ratus  of  the  facrifice,  and  fcattered  the  people  of 
Antioch  employed  in  celebrating  the  feftival.  He 
then  departed  to  Seleucia,  waiting  the  event  of  the 
malady,  which  had  again  affaulted  Germanicus. 

His 
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His  own  perfuafion  too,  that  poifon  was  given  him 
by  Pifo,  heightened  the  cruel  vehemence  of  the  dH- 
eafe.  Indeed,  upon  the  floors  and  walls  were 
found  fragments  of  human  bodies,  the  fpoils  of  the 
grave,  with  charms  and  incantations,  and  the  name 
of  Germanicus  graved  on  fheets  of  lead,  carcaffes 
half  burnt,  befmeared  with  gore,  and  other  witch¬ 
crafts,  by  which  fouls  are  thought  doomed  to  the 
•  infernal  gods.  Befides,  there  were  certain  perfons, 
charged  as  creatures  of  Pifo,  purpofely  fent  and  em¬ 
ployed  to  watch  the  progrefs  and  efforts  or  the  di- 
feafe. 

Thefe  things  filled  Germanicus  with  apprehen- 
fions  great  as  his  refentment.  4  If  his  doors,  he 
c  faid,  were  beiieged,  if  under  the  eyes  of  his 
4  enemies  he  muft  render  up  his  fpirit,  what  was 
4  to  be  expected  to  his  unhappy  wife,  what  to  his 
4  infant  children  ?  The  progrefs  of  poifon  was 
4  thought  too  flow.  Pifo  was  impatient,  and  urg- 
4  mg  with  eagernefs  to  command  alone  the  Le- 
4  gions,  to  pofiefs  alone  the  province  :  but  Germa- 
4  ulcus,  was  not  funk  to  fuch  lownefs  and  impo- 
4  tence,  that  the  price  of  his  murder  fhould  remain 
4  with  the  murderer  and  by  a  Letter  to  Pifo,  he 
renounced  his  friendfhip.  Some  add,  that  he  com¬ 
manded  him  to  depart  the  province.  Nor  did  Pifo 
tarry  longer,  but  took  fhip,  yet  checked  her  fail¬ 
ing,  in  order  to  return  with  the  more  quicknefs, 
fhould  the  death  of  Germanicus  the  while  leave  thfc 
Government  of  Syria  vacant. 

Germanicus,  after  a  fmall  revival,  drooping 
again,  when  his  end  approached,  fpoke  on  thi3 
wife  to  his  attending  friends.  4  Were  I  to  yield  to 
4  the  deftiny  of  nature.  Juft,  even  then,  were  my 
4  complaints  again!!  the  Gods,  for  hurrying  me 
4  from  my  parents,  my  children,  and  my  country, 
4  by  a  hafty  death,  in  the  prime  of  life.  Now, 
4  fhortened  in  my  courfe  by  the  malignity  of  Pifo, 
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:id  his  wife,  to  your  breads  I  commit  my  lad 
prayers.  Tell  my  father,  tell  my  brother,  with 
‘  what  violent  perfecutions  afflicted,  with  what 
‘  mn[taI /nates  circumvented,  I  end  a  mod  mife- 
iaDiC  nfe  by  death  of  all  others  the  word.  All 
they  whofe  hopes  in  my  fortune,  all  they  whof® 
kmc  red  blood,  and  even  they  whofe  envy,  pof- 
fened  them  with  impreffions  about  me  whilft  liv- 
b  £>  Dewail  me  dead,  that  once  great  in 

glory,  and  furviving  fo  many  wars,  I  fell  at  laft 
^y  the  dark  devices  of  a  woman.  To  you  place 
\/ii!  be  left  to  complain  in  the  Senate,  place  to 
invoke  trie  aid  and  vengeance  of  the  Laws.  To 
4  commemorate  the  dead  with  flothful  wailings, 
is  not  the  principal  office  of  friends :  They  are 
to  remember  his  dying  wifhes,  to  fulfil  his  laft 
denies.  Even  ftrangers  will  lament  Germanicus. 

*  y  ou  are  my  friends  ;  if  you  loved  me  rather  than 
1  my  fortune,  you  will  vindicate  your  friendffiip. 

4  Shew  tne  people  of  Rome  my  wife,  her  who  is 
the  grand-daughter  of  Auguftus,  and  enumerate 
4  to  them  our  offspring,  even  fix  children.  Their 
<  compaffion  will  furely  attend  you  who  accufe ; 

and  the  accufed,  if  they  pretend  clandeftine  war- 
e  rants  of  iniquity,  will  not  be  believed  ;  if  be* 

‘  deved,  not  pardoned.'  His  friends,  as  a  pledge 
of  their  fidelity,  touching  the  hand  of  the  dying 
Prince,  fwore  that  they  would  forego  their  lives 
fooner  than  their  revenge.  Then  turning  to  his 
wire,  he  befought  her,  4  That  in  tendernefs  to  his 
c  memory,  in  tendernefs  to  their  common  children, 
fhe  would  banifh  her  haughty  fpirit,  yield  to  her 
hoftile  fortune  ;  nor,  upon  her  return  to  Rome, 
by  an  impotent  competition  for  ruling,  irritate 
thofe  who  were  m afters  of  rule/  So  much 
openly,  and  more  in  fecret,  whence  he  was  be* 
lieved  to  have  warned  her  of  gude  and  danger 
from  Tiberi  us.  Soon  after  he  expired,  to  the  heavy 
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forrow  of  the  province,  and  of  all  the  neighbouring 
countries  ;  infomuch  that  remote  nations  and  fo¬ 
reign  Kings  were  mourners  :  fuch  had  been  his 
complacency  to  our  confederates  ;  fuch  his  huma¬ 
nity  to  his  enemies  !  Alike  venerable  he  was,  whe- 
.  ther  you  faw  him,  or  heard  him  ;  and  without  ever 
departing  from  the  grave  port  and  dignity  of  his  fu- 
blime  rank,  he  yet  lived  deftitute  of  arrogance, 
and  untouched  by  envy. 

The  funeral,  which  was  performed  without  ex¬ 
terior  pomp  or  a  proceffion  of  images,  drew  its  fo- 
lemnity  from  the  loud  praifes  and  amiable  memory 
of  his  virtues.  There  were  thofe  who,  from  the 
loveiinefs  of  his  perfon,  his  age,  his  manner  of  dy¬ 
ing,  and  even  from  the  proximity  of  places  where 
both  departed,  compared  him  in  the  circumftance  of 
his  fate,  to  the  great  Alexander  ;  c  each  of  a  grace - 

*  ful  perfon,  each  of  illuftrious  defcent ;  in  years 
c  neither  much  exceeding  thirty ;  both  victims  to 
4  the  malice  and  machinations  of  their  own  people, 

4  in  the  midft  of  foreign  nations  ;  but  Germanicus, 
c  gentle  towards  his  friends,  his  pleafures  moderate, 

4  confined  to  one  wife,  all  his  children  by  one  bed  ; 

6  nor  lefs  a  warriour,  though  not  fo  rafh,  however 
4  hundred  from  a  final  reduction  of  Germany, 

*  broken  by  him  in  fo  many  victories,  and  ready 
4  >*or  the  yoke.  So  that  had  he  been  foie  arbiter  of 
4  things,  had  he  a£ted  with  the  Sovereignty  and 

4  title  of  Royalty,  he  had  eafier  overtaken  him  in 

5  the  glory  of  conquefts,  as  he  furpafied  him  in  cle- 
4  mency,  in  moderation,  and  in  other  virtues/ 
His  body,  before  its  commitment  to  the  pile,  was 
exhibited  naked  in  the  Forum  of  Antioch,  the  place 
where  the  pile  was  erected.  Whether  it  bore  the 
marks  of  poifon,  remained  undecided :  for  people, 
as  they  were  divided  in  their  affections,  as  they  pi  ¬ 
tied  Germanicus,  and  prefumed  the  guilt  of  Pifo, 
or  were  partial  to  him,  gave  oppofite  accounts. 
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It  was  next  debated  among#  the  legates  of  the 
an  1  me  omcr  Senators  tnere,  to  whom 
ill cu Id  be  committed  the  adminiftration  of  Syria  : 
ane,  alter  the  faint  efforts  of  others,  it  was  Jono* 
difputcd  between  Vibius  Marius  and  Cneius  Sen- 
trus.  iwarfiis  at  la#  yielded  to  Sentius,  the  older* 
man,  an’,  tnc  more  vehement  comnetitor.  By  him 
one  Martina,  infamous  in  that  province  for  Prac¬ 
tices  in  poifcning,  and  a  clofe  confident  of  Plan- 
cina,  was  lent  to  Rome,  at  the  fuit  of  Vitellius, 
\  eranius,  and  others,  who  were  preparing  crimi¬ 
nal  articles  again#  Pifo  and  Piancina,  as  again# 
perfons  evidently  guilty. 

Agrippina,  though  overwhelmed  with  forrow, 
and  her  body  indifpofed,  yet  impatient  of  all  delays 
to  her  revenge,  imharked  with  the  allies  of  Ger- 
manicus,  and  her  children,  attended  with  uiiiverfa! 


commiferation  :  4  That  a  Lady,  in  quality  a  Prin- 
*  cefs,  wont  to  be  beheld  in  her  late  fplendid  wed- 
‘  lock  with  applaufes  and  adorations,  was  now  feen 
‘  bearing  in  her  bofom  herhuffcand’s  funeral  urn,  im- 
‘  certain  of  vengeance  for  him,  and  fearful  for  herfelf, 
4  unfortunate  in  her  fruitfulnefs,  and  from  fo  many 
4  children  obnoxious  to  fo  many  blows  of  fortune.’ 
Pifo,  the  while,  was  overtaken  at  the  Ifle  of  Cous 
by  a  meffage,  4  that  Germanicus  was  deceafed,’ 
and  received  it  intemperately,  Hew  victims  and  re¬ 
paired  with  thankfgiviiig  to  the  Temples.  Yet, 
however  immoderate  and  undifguifed  was  his  joy, 
more  arrogant  and  infulting  proved  that  of  Piancina, 
who  immediately  threw  off  her  mourning,  which 
for  the  death  of  a  fiffer  fhe  wore,  and  affumed  a 
drefs  adapted  to  gaiety  and  gladnefs. 

About  him  flocked  the  Centurions  with  officious 
reprefentadons,  c  That  upon  him  particularly  were 
4  bent  the  affeddons  and  zeal  of  the  Legions,  and 
4  he  fhould  proceed  to  refume  the  province,  at  fir# 
*  injuriouffy  taken  from  him,  and  now  deftitute  of 

<  a  Go- 
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<  a  Governor.’  As  he  therefore  consulted  what 
he  had  beft  purfue,  his  foil  Marcus  Pifo  advife'd, 

«  a  fpecdy  journey  to  Rome.  Hitherto,  he  faid, 
c  nothing  pall  expiation,  was  committed  ;  neither 
4  were  impotent  fufpicions  to  be  dreaded ;  nor  the 
4  idle  blazonings  of  fame.  His  variance  and  con- 
4  tention  with  Germanicus  was,  perhaps,  fubjedl 
4  to  popular  hate  and  averfion,  but  to  no  profecu- 
4  tion  or  penalty  3  and,  by  bereaving  him  of  the 
4  province,  his  enemies  were  gratified.  But  if  he 
c  returned  thither,  as  Sentius  would  certainly  op- 
4  pofe  him  with  arms,  a  civil  war  would  thence  be 
4  actually  begun.  Neither  would  the  Centurions 
4  and  foldiers  perfift  in  his  party,  men  with  whom 
4  the  recent  memory  of  their  late  Commander,  and 
4  an  inveterate  love  to  the  Caefars  in  general,  were 
4  dill  prevalent.’ 

Domitius  Celer,  one  in  intimate  credit  with  Pifo, 
argued  on  the  contrary,  4  That  the  prefent  event 
4  mull  by  all  means  be  improved  ;  it  was  Pifo,  and 
4  not  Sentius,  who  had  commiilion  to  govern  Sy- 
4  ria  ;  upon  him  were  conferred  the  jurifdidlion  of 
4  Praetor,  and  the  badges  of  Magiftracy,  and  with 
4  him  the  Legions  were  intruded.  So  that  if  a£ls 
4  of  hodility  were  by  his  opponents  attempted,  with 
4  how  much  better  warrant  could  he  avow  aflum- 
4  ing  arms  in  his  own  right  and  defence,  who  was 
4  thus  veiled  with  the  authority  of  General,  and 
4  adled  under  fpecial  orders  from  the  Emperor. 

4  Rumours  too  were  to  be  negledted,  and  left  to  pe- 
4  rilh  with  time.  In  truth,  to  the  {allies  and  via-j 
4  lence  of  recent  hate,  the  innocent  were  often 
4  unequal.  But  were  he  once  poddled  of  the  Ar- 
4  my,  and  had  well  augmented  his  forces,  many 
4  things,  not  to  be  forefeen,  would  from  fortune 
4  derive  fuccefs.  Are  we  then  prepoflerouily  had- 
1  ening  to  arrive  at  Rome  with  the  afhes  of  Ger- 
4  manicus,  that  you  may  there  fall,  unheard  and 

G  6  4  undefended^ 
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‘  undefended,  a  viftim  to  the  wailings  of  Agrippina, 

c  £re7  t0  t^le  Pa®onate  populace  governed  by  the 
hrlt  lmpreffions  of  rumour  ?  Livia,  it  is  true,  is 
‘  >'our  confederate,  Tiberius  is  your  friend ;  but 
both  fecretly  :  and  indeed  none  will  more  pom- 
4  Pou°y  be^ail  the  violent  fate  of  Germanicus, 
than  mch  as  do  moft  fincerely  rejoice  for  it.* 

Pifo,  of  himfelf  prompt  to  violent  purfuits,  was 
with  no  great  labour  perfuaded  into  this  opinion, 
and,  in  a  Letter  tranfmitted  to  Tiberius,  accufed 
Germanicus  4  of  luxury  and  pride  £  that  for  him-^ 
lelf,  he  had  been  expulfed,  to  leave  room  for  dan¬ 
gerous  defigns  againft  the  State,  and  now  re¬ 
lumed,  with  his  former  faith  and  loyalty,  the 
care  ot  the  Army.*  In  the  mean  time  he  put  Do¬ 
mnins  on  board  a  galley,  and  ordered  him  to  avoid 
appearing  upon  the  Coafts  or  amongft  the  Ifles,  but, 
through  the  main  fea,  to  fail  to  Syria.  The  defer- 
ters,  who  from  all  quarters  were  flocking  to  him  in 
crowds,  he  formed  into  companies,  and  armed  all 
the  retainers  to  the  Camp  ;  then  failing  over  to  the 
continent,  intercepted  a  regiment  of  recruits,  upon 
their  march  into  Syria,  and  wrote  to  the  fmall 
Kings  of  Cilicia  to  aflift  him  with  prefent  fuccours. 
Nor  was  the  younger  Pifo  flow  in  profecuting  all 
the  meafures  of  war,  though  to  adventure  a  war 
had  been  againft  his  lentiments  and  advice. 

As  they  coafted  Licia  and  Pamphylia,  they  en¬ 
countered  the  (hips  which  carried  Agrippina,  with 
hoftile  fpirits  on  each  Tide,  and  each  at  firft  pre¬ 
pared  for  combat ;  but  as  equal  dread  of  one  ano¬ 
ther  pofTe/Ted  both,  they  proceeded  not  further  than 
mutual  contumelies.  Vibius  Marfus  particularly 
fummoned  Pifo,  as  a  criminal,  to  Rome,  there  to 
m^ke  his  defence.  He  anfwered,  with  derifion, 

4  That  when  the  Praetor,  who  was  to  fit  upon  poi- 
*  fonings,  had  aftigned  a  day  to  the  accufcrs  and 
4  the  accufed,  he  would  attend.’  Domitius,  the 

5  while. 
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while,  landing  at  Laodicea,  a  city  of  Syria,  would 
have  proceeded  to  the  winter-quarters  of  the  fixth 
I  etrion,  which  he  believed  to  be  the  moft  prone  to 
enaacre  in  novel  attempts,  but  was  prevented  by 
Pacuvius,  its  commander.  Sentius  reprefented  this 
bv  Letter  to  Pilo,  and  warned  him,  ‘  at  his  peril 
c  ^  infeft  the  Camp  by  minifters  of  corruption, 
<  or  to  affail  the  province  by  war,’  and  drew  into 
a  body  fuch  as  he  knew  loved  Germamcus,  or  iuch 
as  were  averfe  to  his  foes.  Upon  them  he  incul¬ 
cated  with  much  ardour,  that  Pifo  was  with  open 
arms  attacking  the  majefty  of  the  Prince,  and  in¬ 
vading  the  Roman  ftate  ;  and  then  marched  at  the 
head  of  a  puiffant  body,  equipped  for  battle,  and 


refolute  to  engage.  ,  ,  , 

Neither  failed  Pifo,  though  his  enterprizes  had 

thus  far  mifcarried,  to  apply  the  fecureft  remedies 
to  his  prefent  perplexities,  and  therefore  feized  a 
Cattle  of  Silicia  ftrongly  fortified,  its  name  Celen- 
dris.  For,  to  the  Auxiliary  Cilicians,  fent  him  by 
the  pretty  Kings,  he  had  joined  his  body  of  defer- 
tcrs,  as  alio  the  recruits  lately  intercepted,  with  all 
his  own  and  Plancina’s  flaves ;  and  thus  in  number 
and  bulk,  had  of  the  whole  compofed  a  Legion. 
To  them  he  thus  harangued ;  4  I,  who  am  the 

<  Lieutenant  of  Caefar,  am  yet  violently  excluded 
«  from  the  province  which  to  me  Caefar  has  com- 
«  mitted ;  not  excluded  by  the  Legions,  (for  by 

*  their  invitation  I  am  arrived)  but  by  Sentius,  who 

<  thus  difguifes,  under  feigned  crimes  againft  me, 
<■  his  own  animolity,  and  perfonal  hate.  But  with 

*  confidence  you  may  ftand  in  battle,  where  the 
4  oppofite  army,  upon  the  fight  of  Pifo,  a  Com- 
4  mander  lately  by  themfelves  ililed  their  Father , 
4  will  certainly  refufe  to  fight ;  they  know  too, 
4  that  were  right  to  decide  it,  I  am  the  ftronger ; 
4  and  of  no  mean  puiflance  in  a  trial  at  arms/  He 
then  arrayed  his  men  without  the  fortifications  on  a 

7  hill 
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tL  f eep  And  -CAg¥’  f¥  a!1  the  reft  was  bfecrirt  bv 
the  fea.  Againft  them  flood  the  Veterans  regularly 

embattled,  and  fupported  with  a  body  of  referve^ 

fo  that  here  appeared  the  force  of  men,  there  onfy 

the  .eiror  and  ftubbornefs  of  fituation.  On  Pifo’s 

ide  was  no  fpirit,  no  hope,  nor  even  weapons 

ave  thofe  of  ruftics,  for  inftant  neceflity  haflily  ac- 

qu.red.  As  foon  as  they  came  to  blows,  the  iflue 

was  no  longer  doubtful  than  while  the  Roman  Co- 

horts  flruggled  up  the  fteep.  The  Cilicians  then 

tied,,  and  fhut  them  lei  ves  up  in  the  Caflle. 

P.fo  having  the  while  attempted  in  vain  to  florm 
the  fleet,  which  rode  at  a  fmall  diflance,  as  foon 
as  he  returned,  prefented  himfelf  upon  the  walls  ; 
where,  by  a  fucceflion  of  paffionate  complaints  and 
entreaties,  now  bemoaning  in  agonies  the  bitter- 
ne  s.  o  is  ot,  then  calling  and  cajoling  every 
particular  foldier  by  his  name,  and  by  Rewards 
tempting  all,  he  laboured  to  excite  a  fedition  • 
and  thus  much  he  had  already  effeaed,  that 
the  Eagle-bearer  of  the  fixth  Legion  revolted 
to  hitn  with  his  Eagle.  This  alarmed  Sentius, 
and  inftantly  he  commanded  the  cornets  and  trum¬ 
pets  to  found,  a  mount  to  be  raifed,  the  ladders 
placed,  and  the  braveft  men  to  mount,  and  others 
to  pour  from  the  Engines  volleys  of  darts,  and 
ftones,  and  flaming  torches.  The  obftinacy  of 
iifo  whs  st  laft  vanquifhed  j  and  he  defired,  6  that, 
up(>n  delivering  his  arms,  he  might  remain  in  the 

<  Caltle  till  the  Emperor’s  pleafure,  to  whom  he 

<  would  commit  the  Government  of  Syria,  were 
‘  known  conditions  which  were  not  accepted, 
nor  was  ought  granted  him,  fave  (hips,  and  a  paff’ 
port  to  Rome. 

After  the  illnefs  of  Germanicus  became  noifed 
abroad  there,  and  all  its  circumflances,  like  ru- 
mouis  magnified  by  diflance,  were  related  with 
many  aggravations,  fadnefs  feizcd  the  people.  They 

burned 
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burned  with  indignation,  and  even  poured  out  in 
plaints  the  anguiih  of  their  fouls  :  ‘  lor  this,  they 

<  faid,  He  had  been  banifhed  to  the  extremities  of 
c  the' empire,  for  this  the  province  of  Syria  was 

<  committed  to  Pifo,  and  thefe  the  fruits  of  Liyta’s 
«  myfterious  conferences  with  Plancina.  1  luv 
*  had  our  fathers  fpoken  concerning  his  father  Dru- 
x  fus>.  that  the  poffeffors  of  rule  beheld  with  an 

<  evil  eve  the  popular  fpirit  of  their  fons  5  nor  for 
X  atio-ht  elfe  were  they  facrificed,  but  for  their  equal 
4  treatment  of  the  Roman  people,  and  ftudying  to 
6  reftore  the  popular  tote.’  Thefe  lamentations  of 
the  populace  were,  upon  the  tidings  of  his  death, 
fo  inflamed,  that,  without  toying  for  an  Edi&from 
the  Magiftrates,  without  a  Decree  of  Senate,  they 
by  general  confent  atomed  a  vacation  ;  the  public 
Courts  were  deferred,  private  houfes  fhut  up,  pre¬ 
valent  every-where  were  the  fymptoms  of  woe, 
heavy  groans,  difmal  filence  ;  the  whole  a  feene 
of  rearforrow,  and  nothing  devifed  for  form  or 
fhew ;  and,  though  they  forbore  not  to  bear  the 
exterior  marks  and  habiliments  of  mourning,  in 
their  fouls  they  mourned  ftill  deeper.  Accidentally 
fome  Merchants  from  Syria,  who  had  left  Germa- 
nicus  Hill  alive,  brought  more  joyful  news  of  his 
condition.  Thefe  were  inftantly  believed,  and  in¬ 
ftantly  proclaimed :  each,  as  ta ft  as  they  met,  in¬ 
formed  others,  who  forthwith  conveyed  their  light 
information  with  improvements,  and  accumulated 
joy,  to  more  ;  all  flew  with  exultation  through 
the  city,  and,  to  pay  their  thanks  and  vows,  burft 
open  the  Temple  doors.  The  night  too  heightened 
their  credulity,  and  affirmation  was  bolder  in  the 
dark.  Nor  did  Tiberius  reftrain  the  courfe  of  thefe 
fidfions,  but  left  them  to  vanifti  with  time.  Hence 
with  more  bitternefs  they  afterwards  grieved  for  hint, 
as  if  anew  fnatched  from  them. 

Honours 
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Honours  were  invented  and  decreed  to  Germani- 
cus  various  as  the  affedions  and  genius  of  the  par- 
*  ar  Senators  who  piopofed  them  ;  ‘  thatP his 

<  rn,rer^°Uld  ibe  frg  in  the  Sa,ian  Hymns ;  Cu- 
‘  ofCAha'n  placed  ,for  him  amongft  the  Priefts 

of  Auguftus,  and  over  thefe  Chairs  Oaken 

Crowns  hung ;  his  Statue  in  Ivory  precede  in  the 
t  C,rce"fian  ga™es  5  «one  but  one  of  the  Julian 

c  SCe  C>  ln  t^le  room  °f  Germanicus,  created 

jamen  or  Augur  Triumphal  arches  were 
Wed,  one  at  Rome,  one  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Khi.ne,  one  upon  mount  Amanus  in  Syria,  with 
inscriptions  of  his  exploits,  and  a  teftimony  fub- 
jomed,  that  he  died  for  the  Commonwealth  a 
Sepiuchre  at  Antioch,  where  his  corps  was  burnt  • 
a  tribunal  at  Epidaphne,  the  place  where  he  ended 

Jf  1  e*  .  .^C  mu^tuc^e  °f  ^atues,  the  many  places 
where  divine  honours  were  appointed  to  be  paid 

him,  would  not  be  eafiiy  recounted.  They  would 
have  alio  decreed  him,  as  to  one  of  the  mailers  of 
oquence,  a  golden  lhield,  lignal  in  bulk  as  in 
metal ;  but  I  iberius  offered  *  to  dedicate  one  him- 
lelt,  fuch  as  was  ufual  and  of  a  like  fize  with 
otners  ;  for  that  Eloquence  was  not  meafured  by 
fortune  ;  and  it  was  fufficiently  glory,  if  he  were 
‘  [,a,'kec!  wi'h  ancient  Writers.’  The  Battalion 
called  after  the  name  of  the  Junii,  was  now,  by  the 
Equeftrian  order,  entitled  the  Battalion  of  Germa¬ 
nicus,  and  a  rule  made,  that  on  every  fifteenth  of 
July,  thefe  troops  fhould  follow,  as  their  llandard, 
the  effigies  of  Germanicus.  Of  thefe  honours  ma¬ 
ny  continue,  fome  were  inllantly  omitted,  or  by 
time  are  utterly  obliterated.  , 

In  the  height  of  this  public  forrow,  Livia,  lifter 
to  Cjermanicus,  and  married  to  Drufus,  was  de¬ 
livered  of  male  twins ;  an  event  even  in  middling 
families,  rare  and  acceptable,  and  to  Tiberius  fuch 

mighty 
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mighty  matter  of  joy,  that  he  could  not  refrain 
boafling  to  the  fathers,  ‘  that  to  no  Roman  of  the 

<  fame  eminence,  before  him,  were  ever  two  chil- 

<  dren  born  at  a  birth.’  For  to  his  own  glory  he 
turned  all  things,  even  things  fortuitous.  But  to 
the  people,  at  fuch  a  fad  conjuncture,  it  brought 
frefh  anguifh,  as  they  feared  that  the  family  of  Dru- 
fus,  thus  increafed,  would  prefs  heavy  upon  that 
of  Germanicus. 

The  fame  year  the  lubricity  of  women  was  by 
the  Senate  retrained  with  fevere  laws  ;  and  it  was 
provided,  *  that  no  woman  fhould  become  venal, 
*  if  her  father,  grandfather  or  hufband,  were  Ro- 
c  man  Knights.’  For  Viflilia,  a  Lady  born  of  a 
Praetorian  family,  had,  before  the  iEdiles,  pub- 
lifhed  herfelf  a  proflitute,  upon  a  cuftom  allowed 
by  our  anceflors,  who  thought  that  proflitutes  were, 
by  thus  avowing  their  infamy,  iufficiently  punifh- 
ed.  Titidius  Labeo  too  was  queflioned,  that  in 
the  manifefl  guilt  of  his  wife,  he  had  negle&ed  the 
punifhment  prefcribed  by  the  law  ;  but  he  alledged, 
that  the  fixty  days  allowed  for  confultation,  were 
not  elapfed ;  and  it  was  deemed  fufficient  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againfl  Viflilia,  who  was  banifhed  to  the  Ifle 
of  Seriphos.  Meafures  were  alfo  taken  for  exter¬ 
minating  the  folemnities  of  the  Jews  and  iEgyp- 
tians  ;  and  by  decree  of  Senate  four  thoufand  del- 
cendants  of  franchifed  flaves,  all  tainted  with  that 
fuperflition,  but  of  proper  flrength  and  age,  were 
to  be  tranfported  to  Sardinia,  to  reflrain  the  Sardi¬ 
nian  robbers  ;  and  if,  through  the  malignity  of  the 
climate,  they  perifhed,  defpicable  would  be  the 
lofs.  The  refl  were  doomed  to  depart  Italy,  un- 
lefs  by  a  Hated  day  they  renounced  their  profane 
rites. 

After  this,  Tiberius  reprefented,  that,  to  fupply 
the  place  of  Occia,  who  had  prefided  feven  and 
fifty  years  with  the  higheft  fanClimony  over  the 

Veflals. 
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Veihls,  another  Virgin  was  to  be  chofen,  and 
thanked  ronteius  Agripppa,  and  Afinius  Pollio, 
that,  by  offering  their  daughters,  they  contended 
in  good  offices  towards  the  Commonwealth.  Pol- 
Iiq’s  daughter  was  preferred,  for  nothing  elfe  but 
that  her  mother  had  ever  continued  in  the  fame 
wedlock;  for  Agrippa,  by  a  divorce,  had  impaired 
the  credit  of  his  houie.  Upon  her  who  was  poft- 
poned,  T  loeffus,  in  confolation,  beffowed  for  her 
fortune  a  thou < and  great  fefferces 

As  the  people  murmured  at  the  fevere  dearth  of 
corn,  he  fettled  grain'  at  a  price  certain,  to  the 
bu}  er,  and  undertook  to  pay  fourteen-pence  a  mea- 
fure  to  the  feller.  Neither  yet  would  he  accept 
the  name  of  Father  of  his  Country ,  a  title  offered 
him  before,  and  for  thefe  bounties,  now  again  ; 
nay,  he  lharply  rebuked  fuch  as  ffiled  thefe  pro- 
vifions  of  his,  divine  occupations ,  and  him,  Lord. 
Hence  freedom  of  fpeech  became  cramped  and  in- 
fecure  under  fuch  a  Prince,  one  who  dreaded  liber¬ 
ty,  and  abhorred  flattery. 

I  find  in  the  \V  riters  of  thofe  times,  fome  of  them 
Senators,  that  in  the  Senate  were  read  Letters  from 
Adgandeffrius,  Prince  of  the  Cattians,  undertaking 
to  difpatch  Arminius,  if  in  order  to  it  poifon  were 
font  him ;  and  an  anfwer  returned,  6  that  not  by 
*  frauds  and  blows  in  the  dark,  but  armed,  and  in 
‘  the  face  of  the  fun,  the  Roman  people  took  ven- 
‘  geanee  on  their  foes.’  In  this  Tiberius  gained 
equal  glory  with  our  ancient  Captains,  who  rejedfed 
and  difclofed  a  plot  to  poifon  King  Pyrrhus.  Ar¬ 
minius,  however,  who,  upon  the  departure  of  the 
Romans,  and  expulfion  of  Maroboduus,  aimed  at 
Royalty,  became  thence  engaged  in  a  ftruggle 
again#  the  Liberty  of  his  country,  and,  in  defence* 

*  Twenty -live  tl  oufand  Crowns. 

of 
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of  their  Liberty,  his  countrymen  took  arms  again# 
him  :  So  that,  while  with  various  fortune  he  con¬ 
tended  with  them,  he  fell  by  the  treachery  of  his 
own  kindred.  The  deliverer  of  Germany  without 
doubt  he  was,  one  who  aflailed  the  homan  powet, 
not  like  other  Kings  and  Leaders,  in  its  fir#  ele¬ 
ments,  but  in  its.  higheft  pride  and  elevation;  one 
fometimes  beaten  111  battle,  but  never  conquered  111 
war.  Thirty-feven  years  he  lived,  twelve  he  com¬ 
manded  ;  and,  among#  tlieie  bai  oarous  nations,  his 
memory  is  {fill  celebrated  in  their  fongs,  though  his 
name  be  unknown  in  the  Annals  of  the  Greeks, 
who  only  admire  their  own  national  exploits  and 
renown ;  nor,  even  among#  the  Romans,  does 
this  great  Captain  bear  much  diftindlion,  while, 
overlooking  inftances  of  modern  prowefs  and  glory, 
only  delight  to  magnify  men  and  feats  of  old* 
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The  SUMMARY. 

Agrippina  returns  to  Italy  with  the  ajhes  and  children 
^/'Germanicus.  The  pajfonate  Zeal  of  the  people 
tow  a  7  ds  bery  and  them ,  and  his  memory .  His  fu- 

neraT,  with  the  behaviour  <f  Tiberius  and  Livia, 
on  that  occafion .  Drufus  returns  to  Illyricum ,  as 
does  Pi  fo  to  Rome ,  and  is  tried  as  the  poifoner  of 
Germanicus,  defpairs  of  acquittal ,  and  kills  himfelf 
Fac farinas  renews  the  war  in  Africa ,  and  is  re - 
prejjed  by  Apronius  the  Proconfui  there.  The  trial 
and  condemnation  of  Lepida  ^Emilia,  for  adultery 
and  poifomng.  The  law  Papia  Poppasa,  long 
abufed ,  now  r ejl rained.  Frejh  commctions  in  Africa  y 
by  Tacfarinas.  Junius  Blaefus  fent  to  oppoje  him » 
Certain  Roman  Knights  condemned  upon  the  Law  of 
AAajeJiy  vi dated.  Revolts  in  both  Gauls ,  conducted 

by  Julius  Sacrovir,  and  Julius  Florus ;  the  ijfue 
tragical  to  the  revolt ersy  and  their  chiefs ,  C.  Lu~ 

torius, 
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torius,  a  Ro?nan  Knight ,  condemned  upon  the  Low 
of  Mojefty ,  and  executed  in  prifon  The  cure  of 
luxury  attempted,  and  dropped.  Drufus  made  part¬ 
ner  with  his  father  in  the  power  Tribunitial.  The 
Prif  ^Jupiter,  not  alLived  to  ballot  for  a  Pro¬ 
vince.  The  Greek  Sanctuaries,  their  claims ,  ex¬ 
amined  and  reformed.  C.  Silanus  condemned  for 
bribery  and  treefon .  Junius  Blscfus  rou's  Facfari- 
nas,  and  takes  his  broth  r  prijoner  Junia,  the 
illuftrious  fifter  of  the  famous  Marcus  Brutus,  and 
widow  of Caflius,  her  death  and  funeral. 

AGrippina,  notwithftanding  the  roughnefs  of 
winter,  purfuing  without  intermiffion  her 
boifterous  voyage,  put  in  at  the  Ifland  Corcyra, 
fituated  over-againfi:  the  coafts  of  Calabria.  Here, 
to  fettle  her  fpirit,  ftie  fpent  a  few  days,  violent  in 
her  grief,  and  a  Granger  to  patience.  Her  arrival 
being  the  while  divulged,  all  the  particular  friends 
to  her  family,  moftly  men  of  the  fword,  many  who 
had  ferved  under  Germanicus,  and  even  many 
ftrangers,  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  fome  in 
officioufnefs  towards  the  Emperor,  more  for  com¬ 
pany,  crowded  to  the  City  of  Brundufium,  the 
readieft  port  in  her  way,  and  the  fafeft  landing. 
As  foon  as  the  fleet  appeared  in  the  deep,  inftandy 
were  filled,  not  the  port  alone  and  adjacent  fhores, 
but  the  walls  and  roofs,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  would 
go,  filled  with  the  forrowing  multitude.  They 
were  confulting  one  from  one,  how  they  fhould  re¬ 
ceive  her,  landing,  ‘  whether  with  univerfal  filence, 
*•  or  with  fome  note  of  acclamation.’  Nor  was  it 
manifeft  which  they  would  do,  when  the  fleet  failed 
flowly  in,  not,  as  ufual,  with  joyful  failors  and 
chearful  oars,  but  all  things  imprelTed  with  the  face 
of  fadnefs.  After  (he  defeended  from  the  fhip,  ac¬ 
companied  with  her  two  infants,  carrying  in  her 
bofom  the  melancholy  Urn,  with  her  eyes  caff  fled- 

dily 
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dily  down  ;  equal  and  univerfal  were  the  groans  of 
tne  beholders  :  nor  could  you  diffinguifh  relations 
from  Grangers,  nor  the  wailings  of  men  from  thofe 
of  women,  unlefs  that  the  new-comers,  who  were 
recent  in  their  fallies  of  grief,  exceeded  Agrippina’s 
attendants,  wearied  out  with  long  lamentations. 

•  -  '  ,eriU,S  la‘~  difpatched  two  Praetorian  Cohorts, 
witn  diredhons,  that  the  Magiftrates  of  Calabria, 
Apulia  and  Campania,  fhould  pay  their  laft  offices 
to  the  memory  of  his  fon.  Upon  the  fhoulders 
therefore  of  the  1  ribunes  and  Centurions  his  afhes 
were  borne ;  before  went  the  Enfigns,  rough  and 
unacorned,  with  the  Fafces  reverfed.  As  they 
palled  through  the  Colonies,  the  populace  were  in 
biac*c,  the  Knights  in  purple  ;  and  each  place,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  wealth,  burnt  precious  rayment,  per¬ 
fumes,  and  whatever  elfe  is  ufed  in  funeral  folem- 
nities.  Even  they  whofe  cities  lay  remote,  at¬ 
tended.  To  the  Gods  of  the  dead,  they  few  vic- 
tinio,  they  erected  altars,  and  with  tears  and  united 
lamentations,  teftified  their  common  forrow.  Dru- 
fus  came  as  far  as .  Terracina,  with  Claudius  the 
brother  of  Germanicus,  and  thofe  of  his  children 
who  had  been  left  at  Rome.  The  Confuls  Mar- 
cus  Valerius  and  Marcus  Aurelius  (juft  then  entered 
upon  their  office)  the  Senate,  and  great  part  of  the 
people,  filled  the  road  ;  a  fcattered  procefiion,  each 
walking  and  weeping  his  own  way.  In  this  mourn¬ 
ing,  flattery  had  no  lhare ;  for  all  knew  how  real 
was  the  joy,  how  hollow  the  grief  of  Tiberius  for 
the  death  of  Germanicus. 


I  iberius  and  Eivia  avoided  appearing  abroad. 
Public  lamentation  they  thought  below  their  gran¬ 
deur;  or,  perhaps,  they  apprehended  that  their 
countenances,  examined  by  all  eyes,  might  fhew 
deceitful  hearts.  Ehat  Antonia,  mother  to  the 
deceafed,  bore  any  part  in  the  Funeral,  I  do  not 
find  either  in  the  Hiffiorians  or  in  the  City  Jour- 
2  nals. 
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nals,  though  befides  Agrippina,  and  Drufus,  and 
Claudius,  his  other  relations  are  likewife  there  re- 
corded  by  name  ;  whether  by  licknefs  fhe  was  pre¬ 
vented  ;  or,  whether  her  foul,  vanquifhed  by  for- 
row,  could  not  bear  the.  reprefentation  of  fuch  a 
mighty  calamity.  I  would  rather  believe  her  to 
have  been  conftrained  by  Tiberius  and  Livia,  who 
left  not  the  palace ;  and,  afredting  equal  affliction 
with  her,  would  have  itfeem,  that,  by  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  mother,  the  grandmother  too  and  uncle 
were  detained. 

The  day  when  his  remains  were  repofited  in  the 
Tomb  of  Auguftus,  various  were  the  fymptoms  of 
public  grief ;  now  an  awful  lilence,  then  an  uproar 
of  lamentation,  the  city  in  every  quarter  full  of  pro- 
ceflions,  the  field  of  Mars  in  a  blaze  of  torches. 
Here  the  foldiers  under  arms,  the  Magiftrates  with¬ 
out  the  Infignia,  the  people  by  their  tribes,  all  cried 
in  concert,  that  4  the  Commonwealth  was  fallen, 
4-  and  henceforth  there  was  no  remain  of  hope  5’  fo 
openly  and  boldly,  that  you  would  have  believed 
they  had  forgot  who  bore  fvvay.  But  nothing 
pierced  Tiberius  more  than  the  ardent  affedtions  of 
the  people  towards  Agrippina,  while  they  gave  her 
fuch  titles  as  4  the  ornament  of  her  country,  the 
4  only  blood  of  Auguftus,  the  fingle  inftance  of 
4  ancient  virtue  and,  while  applying  to  Heaven, 
they  implored  4  the  continuance  of  her  Ifluc,  that 
4  they  might  furvive  the  perfecting  and  malig- 
4  nant.? 

There  were  thofe  who  mifled  the  Pomp  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  Funeral,  and  compared  with  this  the  fuperior 
honours  and  magnificence  beftowed  by  Auguftus  on 
that  of  Drufus  the  father  of  Germanicus  ;  4  that  he 
4  himfelf  had  travelled,  in  the  lharpnefs  of  win- 
4  ter,  as  far  as  Pavia,  and  thence,  continuing  by 
4  the  corps,  had  with  it  entered  the  city ;  round 
4  his  head  were  placed  the  Images  of  the  Claudii 

4  and 
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4  and  Julii ;  he  was  mourned  in  the  Forum  ;  his 
4  Encomium  pronounced  in  the  Roftra’s ;  all  lorts 
4  of  honours,  fuch  as  were  the  inventions  of  our 
4  anceftors,  or  the  improvements  of  their  pofterity, 
4  were  heaped  upon  him.  But  to  Germanicus 
4  were  denied  the  ordinary  Solemnities,  and  fuch 
4  as  were  due  to  every  diftinguifhed  Roman.  In  a 
4  foreign  country  indeed,  his  corps,  becaufe  of  the 
4  long  journey,  was  burnt  without  pomp  ;  but  af- 
4  terwards,  it  was  but  juft  to  have  fupplied  the 
4  fcantinefs  of  the  firft  ceremony  by  the  Solemnity 
4  of  the  laft.  His  brother  met  him  but  one  day’s 
4  journey,  his  unde  not  even  at  the  gate.  Where 
4  were  thofe  generous  obfervances  of  the  ancients, 
4  the  Effigies  of  the  dead  borne  on  a  bed,  Hymns 
4  compofed  in  memory  of  their  virtue,  with  the 
4  Oblations  of  praifes  and  tears  ?  W  here,  at  leaft, 
4  were  the  ceremonies,  and  even  outfide  of  for- 
4  row?’ 

All  this  was  known  to  Tiberius ;  and,  to  fup- 
prefs  the  difcourfes  of  the  populace,  he  publifhed 
an  Edict,  4  that  many  illuftrious  Romans  had  died 
4  for  the  Commonwealth,  but  none  fo  vehemently 
4  lamented  ;  this,  however,  was  to  the  glory  of 
4  himfelf  and  of  all  men,  if  a  meafure  were  ob- 
4  ferved.  The  fame  things  which  became  private 
4  families  and  fmall  ftates,  became  not  Princes  and 
4  an  Imperial  people.  Frefh  grief,  indeed,  re- 
4  quired  vent  and  eafe  by  lamentation  ;  but,  it  was 
4  now  time  to  recover  and  fortify  their  minds. 

4  Thus  the  deified  Julius,  upon  the  lofs  of  an  on- 
4  ly  daughter  ;  thus  the  deified  Auguftus,  upon 
4  the  hafty  death  of  his  grandlons,  had  both  van- 
4  quiftied  their  forrow.  More  ancient  examples 
4  were  unneceflary,  how  often  the  Roman  people 
4  fuftained  with  conftancy  the  daughter  of  their 
4  Armies,  the  death  of  their  Generals,  and  intire; 
4  deftruflion  of  their  nobleft  families.  Princes  were 

4  mortal, 

( 
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‘  mortal,  the  Commonwealth  was  eternal.  They 
c  Riould  therefore  refume  their  feveral  vocations/ 
And,  becaufe  the  Megalenfian  Games  v/ere  at 
hand,  lie  added,  4  that  they  fhould  even  apply  to 
4  the  ufual  feif ivities/ 

The  vacation  ended,  public  affairs  were' refum¬ 
ed  ;  Drufus  departed  from  the  Army  in  Illyricum, 
and  the  minds  of  all  men  were  bent  upon  feeing 
vengeance  done  upon  Pifo.  They  repeated  their 
refentments,  that  while  he  wandered  over  the  de¬ 
lightful  countries  of  Afia  and  Greece,  he  was  Rifl¬ 
ing,  by  contumacious  and  deceitful  delays,  ,the 
evidences  of  his  crimes  ;  for  it  was  bruited  abroad, 
that  Martina,  fhe  who  was  famous  for  poifonings, 
and  fent,  as  I  have  above  related,  by  Cneius  Sen- 
tius  towards  Rome,  was  fuddenly  dead  at  Brun- 
dufmrn  ;  that  poifon  lay  concealed  in  a  knot  of  her 
iidLu,  but  upon  her  body  were  found  no  fymptoms 
of  /elf-murder. 


Pifo,  lending  forward  his  fon  to  Rome,  with  in- 
ffm  Dions  how  to  •(often  the  Emperor,  proceeded 
him  left  lo  Drufus.  Him  he  hoped  to  find  lets  rigid 
ior  the  death  of  a  brother,  than  favourable  for  the 
removal  of  a  rival. .  Tiberius,  to  make  fhew  of  a 
ipiiit  pei  fee  fly  unbiafied,  received  the  young;  man 
gracioufly,  and  honoured  him  with  the  prefents 
ufually  bellowed  on  young  Noblemen.  The  an- 
fwer  of  Drufus  to  Pifo  was,  4  that  if  the  current 
4  rumours  were  true,  he  Rood  in.  the  firR  place  of 
grief  and  revenge  ;  but  he  hoped  they  were  falfe 
and  chimerical,  and  that  the  death  of  Germani- 
cus  would  be  pernicious  to  none/  This  he  de¬ 
clared  in  public,  and  avoided  all  privacy.  Nor 
was  it  doubted  but  the  anfwer  was' dictated  by  Ti~ 

beiia-r  rben  a/°Uth’  otherwi*’e  eafyand  unwary, 
practifed  thus  the  wiles  and  cunnino*  of  a^e 

Pifo  having  crofTed  the  Tea  of  Dalmatia, "and  left 

ms  fhips  at  Ancona,  took  firft  the  road  of  Pice- 

VOL.  I.  H 
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num,  and  then  the  Flaminian  way,  following  the 
Legion  which  was  going  from  Pannoniato  Rome, 
and  thence  to  garrifon  in  Africa.  This  too  became 
the  fubjedt  of  popular  cenfure,  that  he  officioully 
mixed  with  the  foldiers,  and  courted  them  in 
their  march  and  quarters.  He  therefore,  to  avoid 
fufpicion,  or,  becaufe  when  men  are  in  dread, 
their  conduct  wavers,  did  at  Narni  embark  upon 
the  Nar,  and  thence  failed  into  the  Tiber.  By 
landing  at  the  burying  place  of  the  Caefars,  he 
heightened  the  wrath  of  the  populace.  Befides,  he 
and  Plancina  came  afhore  in  open  day,  in  the  face 
of  the  city,  who  were  crowding  the  banks,  and 
proceeded  with  gay  countenances,  he  attended  by  a 
long  band  of  Clients,  fhe  by  a  train  of  Ladies. 
There  were  yet  other  provocations  to  hatred,  the 
fituation  of  his  houfe,  proudly  overlooking  the  Fo¬ 
rum,  and  adorned  and  illuminated  as  for  a  feftival, 
the  banquet  and  rejoicings  held  in  it,  all  as  public 
as  the  place. 

The  next  day  Fulcinius  Trio  arraigned  Pifo  be¬ 
fore  the  Confuls,  but  was  oppoled  by  V iteihus, 
Veranius,  and  others,  who  had  accompanied  Gci- 
manicus.  They  faid,  4  that  in  this  profecution 
4  Trio  had  no  part ;  nor  did  they  themfelves  a£l 
4  as  accufers,  but  only  gathered  materials,  and,  as 
4  witneftes,  produced  the  la  ft  injunctions  of  Ger- 
4  manicus.’  Trio  dropped  that  accufation,  but 
4  got  leave  to  call  in  queftion  his  former  life.  And 
now  the  Emperor  was  defired  to  undertake  the 
Trial ;  a  requeft  which  the  accufed  did  not  at  all 
oppofe,  dreading  the  inclinations  of  the  People  and 
Senate.  4  He  knew  1  iberius,  on  the  contraiy,  rc- 
4  folute  in  defpifing  popular  rumours,  and  in  guilt 
4  confederate  with  his  motner ;  bciides  that  tiuth 
4  and  mifreprefentations  were  ealieft  diftinguifhed 
4  by  a  fingle  judge,  but  in  aftembhes  odium  and 
4  envy  often  prevailed.’'  T  iberius  was  aware  of 
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the  weight  of  the  Trial,  and  with  what  reproaches 
he  was  afTaulted.  Admitting  therefore  a  few  confi¬ 
dents,  he  heard  the  charge  of  the  accufers,  as  alfo 
the  apology  of  the  accufed,  and  left  the  caufe  intire 
to  the  Senate. 

Drufus  returned  the  while  from  Illyricum  ;  ^nd, 
though  the  Senate  had  for  the  reduction  of  Maro- 
boduus,  and  other  his  exploits  the  fummer  before, 
decreed  him  the  Triumph  of  Ovation ,  he  pofl- 
poned  the  honour,  and  privately  entered  the  citv. 
Pifo,.  for  his  adveoates,  defired  Titus  Arruntius, 
bulcinius,  Afmius  Gallus,  Eferninus  Marcellas, 
and  Sextus  Pompeius.  But  they  all  framed  diffe¬ 
rent  excufes  \  and  he  had,  in  their  room,  Ada  reus 
Lepidus,  Lucius  Pifo,  and  Liveneius  Regulas. 
Now  earneff  were  the  expeditions  of  all  men, 

4  how  great  would  prove  the  fidelity  of  the  friends 
of  Germamcus ;  what  the  affurance  of  the  cri¬ 
minal,  what  the  behaviour  of  Tiberius,  whether 
he  would  fufRciently  fmother,  or  betray  his  fen- 
timents.’  He  never  had  a  more  anxious  part; 
neither  dm  the  people  ever  indulge  themfelves  in 
iuen  feci  et  murmurs  againfr  their  Lmperor,  nor 
harbour  in  filence  feverer  fufpicions. 

When  the  Senate  met,  Tiberius  made  a  fpeech, 
full  of  laboured  moderation,  4  that  Pifo  had  been 
hiS  iatner  s  Lieutenant  and  friend,  and  lately  ap- 
4  pointed  by  himfelf,  at  the  direction  of  the  Senate, 
Coadjutoi  to  Germanicus,  in  admmifferino-  the 
affairs  of  txie  Eafl.  Whether  he  had  there  by 
contumacy  and  opposition  exafperated  the  youncr 
Vince,  and  exulted  over  his  death,  or  wickedly 
procured  it,  tney  were  then  to  judge  with  minds 
*  unprejudiced...  h  or,  if  he  who  was  the  Lieutenant 
'  mY  ^ on ,  violated  the  limits  of  his  commiffion, 

caff  off  obeaience  to  his  General,  and  even  re- 
:  joiced  at  his  deceafe,  and  at  my  affliAion  ;  I 
will  deteft  the  man,  I  will  baiiilh  him  from  my 

^  2  houfe. 
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4  houfe,  and,  for  domeftic  injuries  exert  domeftic 
c  revenge,  not  the  revenge  of  an  Emperor.  But 
‘  for  you  ;  if  his  guilt  of  any  man’s  death  whatfo- 
4  ever,  be  difcovered,  fhew  your  juft  vengeance, 

4  and  by  it  fatisfy  yourfelves,  fatisfy  the  children  of 
4  Germanicus,  and  us  his  father,  and  grand-mother. 

4  Confider  too  efpecially  whether  he  viciated  the 
4  difcipline,  and  promoted  ledition  in  the  Army, 

4  whether  he  fought  to  debauch  the  affe&ions  of 
4  the  foldiers,  and  to  recover  the  province  by  arms ; 

4  or  whether  thefe  allegations  are  not  publifhed 
4  falfly  and  with  aggravations  by  the  accufers,  with 
4  whofe  over-paftionate  zeal  I  am  juftly  oftended. 

4  For,  whither  tended  the  ftripping  the  corps,  ^  and 
4  expofing  it  to  the  eyes  and  examination  of  the 
4  populace  ;  with  what  view  was  it  proclaimed, 
4  even  to  foreign  nations,  that  his  death  was  the 
*  effedf  of  poifon,  if  all  this  was  Hill  doubtful,  and 
4  remains  yet  to  be  tried  ?  It  is  time,  I  bewail  my 
4  fon,  and  fhall  ever  bewail  him.  But  neither  do 
4  I  hinder  the  accufed  to  do  what  in  him  lies  to 
4  manifeft  his  innocence,  even  at  the  expence  of 
4  Germanicus,  if  ought  blameable  was  in  him. 
«  F rom  you  I  intreat  the  fame  impartiality  ;  let  not 
4  the  connexion  of  my  forrow  with  this  caufe,  mif- 
4  lead  you  to  take  crimes  for  proved,  becaufe  they 
4  are  imputed  For  Pifo  ;  if  the  tendernefs  of 
4  kinfmen,  if  the  faith  of  friends,  has  furniflied 
4  him  with  patrons,  let  them  aid  him  in  his  peril, 
4  fhew  their  utmoft  eloquence,  and  exert  their  beft 
4  diligence.  To  the  fame  pains,  to  the  fame  firm- 
4  nels  I  exhort  the  accufers.  Thus  much,  out  of 
4  the  common  courfe,  we  will  gi  ant  to  the  me- 
m0ry  of  Germanicus,  that  the  inqueft  concerning 
4  his  death,  be  held  rather  here  than  in  the  Forum, 
4  in  the  Senate  than  in  the  common  Tribunals. 
4  In  all  the  reft,  we  will  defcend  to  the  ordinary 

4  methods.  Let  no  man  in  this  caufe  confder 

4  Drums  s 
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«  Drufus’s  tears;  let  none  regard  my  borrow,  no 
<  more  than  the  probable  fictions  of  calumny  againft 
4  us/ 


Two  days  were  then  appointed  for  maintaining 
the  charge,  fix  for  preparing  the  defence,  and  three 
for  making  it.  Fulcinius  began  with  things  ftaie 
and  impertinent,  about  the  ambition  and  rapine  of 
Pifo  in  his  admimilration  of  Spain  ;  things  which, 
though  proved,  brought  him  under  no  penalty,  if 
acquitted  of  the  prefent  charge  ;  nor,  though  he  had 
been  cleared  of  former  faults,  could  he  efcape  the 
load  of  greater  enormities.  After  him  Serveus,  V e- 
ranius  and  Vitellius,  all  with  equal  zeal,  but  Vi- 
tellius,  v/ith  great  Eloquence,  urged,  4  That  Pifo, 
4  in  hatred  to  Germanicus,  and  paffionate  for  in- 
4  novations,  had,  by  tolerating  general  licenciouf- 
4  nefs,  and  the  oppreffion  of  the  Allies,  corrupted 
4  the  common  foldiers  to  that  degree,  that  by  the 
4  mold  profligate  he  was  {filed  Father  of  the  Legions. 

4  He  had,  on  the  contrary,  been  outrageous  to  the 
4  belt  men,  above  all  to  the  friends  and  companions 
4  of  Germanicus,  and,  at  laid,  by  witchcraft  and 
4  poifon  deftroyed  Germanicus  himfelf ;  hence  the 
4  infernal  charms  and  immolations  pradfifed  by  him 
4  and  Plancina.  He  Jiad  then  attacked  the  Com- 
4  monwealth  with  open  arms ;  and,  before  he 
4  could  be  brought  to  be  tried,  they  were  forced  to 
4  fight  and  defeat  him/ 

In  every  article  but  one  his  defence  was  faltering. 
For,  neither  his  dangerous  intrigues  in  debauching 
the  foldiery,  nor  his  abandoning  the  province  to  the 
moff  profligate  and  rapacious,  nor  even  his  infults 
to  Germanicus,  were  to  he  denied.  He  feemed 
only  to  wipe  off  the  charge  of  poyfon  ;  a  charge 
which  in  truth  was  not  fufficiently  corroborated  by 
the  accufers,  fince  they  had  only  to  alledge,  4  that 
4  at  an  entertainment  of  Germanicus,  Pifo,  while 
4  fie  fat  above  him,  with  his  hands  poifoned  the 

H  3  4  meat/ 
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6  meat/  It  appeared  abfurd,  that,  among!!  fo 
many  attending  Haves  befides  his  own,  in  fo^great 
a  prefence,  and  under  the  eye  of  Germanicus,  he 
would  attempt  it.  He  himfelf  required  that  the 
waiters  might  be  racked,  and  offered  to  the  rack 
his  own  domeflics.  But  the  Judges  were  implac¬ 
able,  from  different  motives,  Tiberius  for  the  war 
raifed  in  the  province ;  and  the  Senate  could  never 
be  convinced  that  the  death  of  Germanicus  was  not 
the  eftebl  of  fraud.  Some  moved  for  the  Letters 
written  to  Pifo  from  Rome,  a  motion  oppofed  by 
i  iberius  no  lefs  than  by  Pifo.  From  without,  at 
the  fame  time,  were  heard  the  cries  of  the  people, 
4  that  if  he  efcaped  the  judgment  of  the  Senate, 
*  they  would  with  their  own  hands  deilroy  him/ 
They  had  already  dragged  his  Statues  to  the  place 
from  whence  Malefactors  were  precipitated,  and 
there  had  broken  them  ;  but  by  the  orders  of  Ti¬ 
berius  they  were  refeued  and  replaced.  Pifo  was 
put  into  a  litter  and  carried  back  by  a  Tribune  of 
a  Praetorian  Cohort ;  an  attendance  varioufly  un- 
derftood,  whether  that  officer  was  intended  as  a 
guard  for  his  fafety,  ora  minifter  of  death. 

Plancina  was  under  equal  public  hatred,  but  had 
more  fecret  favour  ;  hence  it  was  doubted  how  far 
Tiberius  durff  proceed  again!!  her.  For  herfelf ; 
while  her  hufband's  hopes  were  yet  plaufible,  fhe 
profeffed  that  4  fhe  would  accompany  his  fortune 
4  whatever  it  were,  and  if  he  fell,  fall  with  him/ 
But  when,  by  the  fecret  follicitations  of  Livia,  fhe 
had  fecured  her  own  pardon,  fhe  began  by  degrees 
to  drop  her  hufbarid,  and  to  make  a  feparate  de¬ 
fence.  After  this  fatal  warning,  he  doubted  whether 
he  fhould  make  any  further  efforts ;  but,  by  the 
advice  of  his  Ions,  fortifying  his  mind,  he  again 
entered  the  Senate.  There  he  found  the  profecu- 
tion  renewed,  fuffered  the  declared  indignation  of 
the  fathers,  and  faw  all  things  crofs  and  terrible ; 
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but  nothing  fo  much  daunted  him  as  to  behold  Ti¬ 
berius;,  without  mercy,  without  wrath,  clofe,  dark, 
immoveable,  and  bent  againffi  every  acceis  of  ten- 
deriiefs.  When  he  was  brought  home,  as  if  he 
were  preparing  for  his  further  defence  the  next  day, 
he  wrote  feme  what,  which  he  fealed  and  delivered 


to  his  Freedman.  He  then  wafhed  and  anointed, 
and  took  the  umal  care  of  his  perfon.  Late  in  the 
ninht,  his  wife  leaving  the  chamber,  »he  ordered  the 
door  to  be  fhut,  and  was  found,  at  break  of  day, 
with  his  throat  cut,  his  lword  lying  by  him. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  from  ancient  men, 
that  in  the  hands  of  Pifo  was  frequently  feen  a  bundle 
of  writings,  which  he  did  not  expofe,  but  which, 
as  his  friends  conftantly  averred,  c  contained  the 
c  Letters  of  Tiberius,  and  his  cruel  orders  towards 
c  Germanicus  ;  that  he  refolved  to  lay  them  before 

*  the  Fathers,  and  to  charge  the  Emperor,  but  was 

*  deluded  by  the  hollow  promifes  of  Sejanus  ;  and 
c  that  neither  did  Pifo  die  by  his  own  hands,  but 

by  thofe  of  an  exprefs  and  private  executioner/ 
I  dare  affirm  neither ;  nor  yet  ought  I  to  conceal 
the  relations  of  iuch  as  ftill  lived  when  I  was  a 
youth.  Tiberius,  with  an  afiumed  air  of  fadnefs, 
complained  in  the  Senate,  that  Pifo,  by  that  fort  of 
death,  had  aimed  to  load  him  with  obloquy,  and 
aflced  many  queftions,  how  he  had  palt  his  lalt  day, 
how  his  ■  laft  night  ?  The  Freedman  anfwered  to 
moft  with  prudence,  to  fome  in  confufion.  The 
Emperor  then  recited  the  Letter  lent  him  by  Pifo. 
It  was  conceived  almofl  in  thefe  words  j  c  Oppreiled 
c  by  a  combination  of  my  enemies,  and  the  impu- 
c  tation  of  fahe  crimes,  lince  no  place  is  left  here 
c  to  truth  and  my  innocence ;  to  the  immortal 
c  Gods  I  appeal,  that  towards  you,  Csefar,  I  have 
c  lived  with  fincere  faith,  nor  towards  your  mother 
c  with  leis  reverence,  b  or  my  foils,  1  implore  her 

*  protection.  and  yours ;  my  fon  Cneius  had  no 

H  4  i  Ihare 
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4  in  are  in  my  late  management,  whatever  it  Were, 
4  flnce,  all  the  while,  he  abode  at  Rome.  My 
4  fon  Marcus  difluaded  me  from  returning  to  Syria* 
4  Oh  that,  old  as  I  am,  I  had  yielded  to  him,  ra- 
4  ther  than  he,  young  as  he  is,  to  me  !  Hence, 
4  more  paffionately,  I  pray,  that  innocent  as  he  is> 
c  he  luffer  not  in  the  punifhment  of  my  guilt*  By 
4  a  feries  of  fervices  for  five  and  forty  years,  I  en- 
4  treat  you,  by  our  former  fellowfhip  in  the  Con- 
4  fulfhip,  by  the  memory  of  the  deified  Auguftus, 
.4  your  father,  by  his  friendfhip  to  me,  by  mine  to 
4  you,  I  entreat  you  for  the  life  and  fortune  of  my 
4  unhappy  fon.  It  is  the  iafl  requefl  which  I  fhali 
4  ever  make  you.’  Of  Plancina  he  laid  nothing. 

I  iberius,  upon  this,  cleared  the  young  man  of 
any  crime  as  to  the  Civil  War;  he  alledged  4  the 
4  orders  of  his  father,  which  a  fon  a  could  not  dif- 
4  obey.’  He  likewife  bewailed  4  that  noble  houfe, 

4  and  even  the  grievous  lot  of  Pifo  himfeif,  how- 
4  ever  deferved/  For  Plancina  he  pleaded  with 
fhame  and  guilt,  alledging  the  importunity  of  his 
mother,  againft  whom  more  particularly  the  fecret 
murmurs  of  the  bed  people  waxed  bitter  and  poig¬ 
nant.  4  Was  it  then  the  tender  part  of  a  grand- 
4  mother  to  admit  to  her  fight  the  murderefs  of  her 
4  grandfon,  to  be  intimate  with  her,  and  to  fnatch 
4  her  from  the  vengeance  of  the  Senate  ?  To  Ger- 
*  manicus  alone  was  denied  what  by  the  Laws  was 
4  granted  to  every  Citizen.  By  Vitellius  and  Ve- 
4  ranius,  the  caufe  of  that  Prince  was  mourned 
4  and  pleaded ;  by  the  Emperor  and  his  mother, 

4  Plancina  was  defended  and  protedied.  Hence- 
4  forth  fhe  might  purfue  her  infernal  arts,  fo  fuc- 
4  cefsfully  tried,  repeat  her  poifonings,  and  by  her 
4  arts  and  poifons  aflail  Agrippina  and  her  children, 

4  and,  with  the  blood  of  that  mod  miferable  houfe, 

4  fatiate  the  worthy  grand-mother  and  uncle/  In 
this  Mock-Trial  two  days  were  waited ;  Tiberius, 

ail 
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all  the  while,  animating  the  Cons  of  Pifo  to  de- 
fend  their  mother.  When  the  pleaders  and  wit- 
neiles  had  vigoroufly  pufhed  the  charge,  and  no 
reply  was  made,  commiferation  prevailed  ovei: 
hatred.  The  Conful  Aurelius  Cotta  was  firft  afked 
his  opinion  ;  for,  when  the  Emperor  colledfed  the 
voices,  the  Magiftrates  likewife  voted.  Cotta’s 
fentence  was,  4  That  the  name  of  Pifo  fhould  be 
4  razed  from  the  Annals,  part  of  his  eftate  for- 
4  feited,  part  granted  to  his  fon  Cneius,  upon 
4  changing  that  name ;  his  fon  Marcus  fhould  be 
4  divefled  of  his  dignity,  and,  content  with  fifty 
4  thoufand  great  fefferces,..be  banifhed  for  ten  years  > 

4  and  to  Plancina,  at  the  requefl:  of  Livia,  in^ 

4  demnity  fhould  be  granted/ 

Much  of  this  fentence  was  abated  by  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  particularly  that  of  finking  Pifo’s  name  out  of 
the  Annals,  when  4  that  of  Marc  Anthony,  who 
4  made  war  upon  his  country,  that  of  Julius  An- 
4  tonius,  who  had  by  adultery  violated  the  houfe 
4  of  Auguflus,  continued  ff ill  there/  He  alfo  ex¬ 
empted  Marcus  Pifo  from  the  ignominy  of  degra¬ 
dation,  and  left  him  his  whole  paternal  inheritance  $ 
for,  as  I  have  already  often  obferved,  he  was  in¬ 
corruptible  by  any  temptations  of  money,  and  from 
the  fhame  of  having  acquitted  Plancina,  rendered 
then  more  than  ufually  mild.  He  likewife  with- 
ftood  the  motion  of  Valerius  Mefialinus,  4  for 
4  ere&ing  a  golden  Statue  in  the  Temple  of  Mars 
4  the  Avenger/  and  that  of  Caecina  Severus,  4  for 
4  founding  an  Altar  to  Revenge/  Such  Monu¬ 
ments  4  as  thefe,  he  argued,  were  only  ft  to  be 
4  raifed  upon  foreign  victories  ;  domeflic  evils  were 
4  to  be  buried  in  fadnefs/  Mefialinus  had  added, 
Ehat  to  Tiberius,  Livia,  Antonia,  Agrippina 
4  and  Drufus,  public  thanks  were  to  be  rendered 
4  for  having  revenged  the  death  of  Germanicus  / 
but  had  omitted  to  mention  Claudius.  Mefialinus 

H  5  was 
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was  allied  by  Lucius  Afprenas,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  Senate,  c  whether  by  defign  he  had  omitted 

him  ?  and  then  at  laft  the  name  of  Claudius  was 
fubjoined.  F o  me,  the  more  I  revolve  the  events 
of  late  or  of  old,  the  more  of  mockery  and  flipperi— 
fiefs  appears  in  all  human  wifdom,  and  the  tranf- 
actions  of  men  j  for,  in  popular  fame,  in  the  hopes* 
willies  and  veneration  of  the  public,  all  men  were 
ratner  defined  to  the  Empire,  than  he  for  whom 
fortune  then  referred  the  fovereignty  in  the  dark. 

A  few  days  after,  Vitellius,  Veranius  and  Ser- 
veus,  were  by  the  Senate  preferred  to  the  honours 
of  the  Priefthood,  at  the  motion  of  Tiberius.  To 
Fulcinius  he  promifed  his  in  ter  ell  and  fufFrage  to¬ 
wards  preferment,  but  advifed  him  c  not  to  em- 
4  barafs  his  Eloquence  by  knpetuofity.’  This  was 
the  end  of  revenging  the  Death  of  Germanicus,  an 
affair  ambiguoufly  related,  not  by  thofe  only  who  then 
lived  and  interefted  themfelves  in  it,  but  like  wife  in 
following  times ;  fo  dark  and  intricate  are  all  the 
higheil  tranfa&ions,  while  fome  hold  for  certain 
fails,  the  mofl  precarious  hearfays,  others  turn  fails' 
into  falfliood,  and  both  are  fwallowed  arid  im¬ 
proved  by  the  credulity  of  poflerity.  Drufus  went 
now  without  the  City,  there  to  renew  the  ceremony 
of  the  Aulpices,  and  prefen tly  re-entred  in  the 
Triumph  of  Ovation.  A  few  days  after  died  Vip~ 
fania  his  mother,  of  all  the  children  of  Agrippa,  the 
only  one  who  made  a  pacific  end ;  the  reft  mani- 
feflly  perifhed,  or  are  believed  to  have  periihed,  by 
the  fword,  poifon,  and  famine. 

The  fame  year,  Tacfarinas,  whom  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  to  have  been  the  farmer  rummer  defeated  by 
Camill  us,  renewed  the  war  in  Africa,  firfl  by  roving 
devaflations,  fo  hidden  that  they  efcaped  unchaftifed  ; 
next  he  facked  towns,  arid  bore  away  mighty  plun¬ 
der  j  at  lafl  he  begirt  a  Roman  Cohort,  a  fmall  di¬ 
stance  from  the  river  Pagida.  It  was  a  fort  com¬ 
manded 
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manded  by  Decrius,  a  brave  foldier,  exercifed  in 
war,  and  now  touched  with  the  ignominy  of  fuch 
a  fiege.  Encouraging  therefore  his  men  to  offer 
open  battle,  he  drew  them  up  without  the  walls. 
At  the  firft  fhock  the  Cohort  was  repulfed  ;  but 
the  refolute  Decrius  braved  the  enemies  darts,  op- 
pofed  the  runaways,  and  upbraided  the  fiandard- 
bearers,  4  that,  upon  vagabonds,  and  undifciplined 
4  robbers,  the  Roman  foldiers  turned  their  backs.’ 
Ele  had  already  received  leveral  wounds,  and  his 
eye  was  beat  out,  but  ffill  faced  the  foe,  nor  ceafed 
fighting,  till,  wholly  deferted  by  his  men,  he  at 
lad  was  (lain. 

Lucius  Apronius  had  fucceeded  Camillas.  As 
foon  as  he  learnt  this  defeat,  piqued  rather  by  the 
infamy  of  his  own  men,  than  the  glory  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  pradfiied  an  exemplary  feverity,  at  this 
time  rare,  but  agreeable  to  ancient  difcipline,  by 
executing  with  a  club  every  tenth  man  of  that  ig¬ 
nominious  Cohort,  drawn  by  lot.  Such  too  was. 
the  elfedf  of  this  rigour,  that  thofe  very  forces  of 
Tacfarinas,  as  they  befieged  the  fortrefs  of  Thala, 
were  routed  by  a  fquadron  of  five  hundred  Veterans. 
In  this  battle  Rufus  Helvius,  a  common  foldier, 
acquired  the  glory  of  faving  a  Citizen,  and  was  by 
Apronius  prefented  with  the  Spear  and  Collar.  Ti¬ 
berius  added  the  Civic  Crown,  complaining,  rather 
than  relenting,  that  Apronius  had  not  in  right  of 
Proconlul,  granted  that  alio.  Tacfarinas,  now  his 
Numidians  were  dilmayed,  and  bent  againfl  lieges, 
made  a  defultory  war,  flying  when  attacked,  iTnd, 
upon  a  retreat,  afiaulting  the  rear.  As  long  as  the 
African  cbferved  this  method,  he,  with  impunity 
to  himfelf,  mocked  and  harafied  the  Romans  ;  but 
alter  he  drew  down  to  the  maritime  places,  the  al¬ 
lurements  and  quantities  of  plunder  confined  him  to 
his  Camp.  Hither  Apronius  Cefianus  was,  by  his 
father,  difpatched  with  the  cavalry  and  auxiliary 

H  6  Co- 
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Cohorts,  to  which  was  added  a  detachment  of  the 
beft  Legionary  foot ;  and,  having  fuccefsfully  fought 
the  Numidians,  drove  them  back  to  the  dei'arts.^ 
At  Rome  the  while,  Emilia  Lepida,  who,  be- 
liues  the  nobleness  of  the  Emilian  family,  was  oreat 
grand-daughter  to  1  ompey  and  Sylla,  was  charged 
with  impofing  a  falfe  birth  upon  Publius  Quirimus 
her  hufband,  a  man  rich  2nd  childlefs.  The  charge 
was  dwelled  with  4  adulteries,  poifonings,  and  trea¬ 
sonable  dealings  with  the  Chaldeans  about  the 
4  fate  and  continuance  of  the  Imperial  houfe/  Her 
brother  Manius  Lepidus  defended  her;  and,  guilty 
and  infamous  as  fhe  was,  the  perfecution  from  her 
hufband  (continued  after  their  divorce)  drew  com- 
paihon  upon  her.  In  this  Trial,  it  was  no  eafy 
matter  to  dneover  the  heart  of  Tiberius,  with  fuch 
iubtlety  he  mixed  and  Shifted  the  fymptoms  of  in¬ 
dignation  and  clemency.  At  firft,  he  befoughtthe 
Senate,  c  not  to  meddle  with  the  articles  of  treafon  •/ 
and  prefen tly  engaged  Marcus  Servilius,  once  Con- 
lul,  and  the  other  witnefies,  to  produce  the  very 
evidences  or  treafon  which  he  would  have  appeared 
defirous  to  fupprefs.  Yet  he  took  the  Haves  of 
Lepida  from  trie  guard  of  ioldiers,  and  furrendered 
them  to  the  Confuls ;  nor  would  he  buffer  them  to 
be  examined  by  torture,  as  to  her  practices  againft 
himfelf ;  he  even  excufed  Drufus  from  voting  firff, 
as  Conful  eleeff.  This  fome  underftood  as  an  in- 
ffance  of  complaifance,  c  that  the  reff  might  not 
4  be  obliged  to  follow  the  example  of  Drufus.’ 
Some  aferibe  it  to  cruelty,  6  for  that  only  with  de~ 

4  fign  to  have  her  condemned,  that  conceffion  was- 
4  made.’ 

The  public  Games  interrupted  the  Trial,  and  in 
the  recefs,  Lepida,  accompanied  with  other  Ladies 
of  great  quality,  entered  the  Theatre.  There,  with 
doleful  lamentations,  invoking  her  illuftrious  an¬ 
cestors,  efpecially  the  great  Pompey,  whofe  ftatues 

flood 
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Hood  round  in  view,  the  Theatre  itfelf  a  monu— 
ment  of  his  railing,  fhe  exited  luch  umveilal  coin- 
mi  ferati  on,  that  the  Spectators  burft  into  tears  ;  and 
uttering  cruel  and  direful  imprecations  again#  Qui- 
rinius,^  declared  their  indignation,  4  That  to  his 
c  childleis  old  age,  and  mean  blood,  fhould  be 
*  given  a  Lady  once  defigned  for  the  wife  of  Lu- 
4  cius  Csefar,  and  for  the  daughter-in-law  of  the 
4  deified  Augustus.’  At  laft,  by  racking  her  (laves, 
her  crimes  were  made  manifeft,  and  the  judgment 
of  Rubellius  Blandus  prevailed,  for  interdicting  her 
from  fire  and  water.  To  this  judgment  Drufus  af- 
tented,  though  others  had  propofed  a  milder.  That 
her  eftate  fhould  not  be  forfeited,  was  granted  to 
Scaurus,  who  by  her  had  had  a  daughter.  And 
now,  after  condemnation,  Tiberius  advertifed  the 
Senate,  that  4  from  the  (laves  too  of  Quirinius  he 
4  had  learnt  her  attempts  to  poifon  him.1 

As  a  confoiation  to  the  illuftrious  Families  of 
Rome,  for  their  late  calamities  (for  the  Calpurnicm 
houfe  had  differed  the  lofs  of  Pifo,  and,  juft  after, 
the  Emilian  houfe  that  of  Lepida)  Decius  Silanus 
was  now  reftored  to  the  Y  uni  an  family.  I  will 
briefly  recite  his  difgrace.  As  againft  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  the  fortune  of  Auguftus  was  prevalent,  fo,  in 
his  family,  it  was  unhappy,  by  the  lewdnefs  of  his 
daughter  and  grand-daughter,  whom  he  turned  out 
of  Rome,  and  with  death  or  exile  punifhed  their 
adulterers.  For,  to  a  fault  common  between  men 
and  women,  he  gave  the  heinous  name  of  facrilege 
and  treafon  ;  and  thence  had  a  colour  for  departing 
from  the  tendernefs  of  our  anceftors,  and  for  vio¬ 
lating  his  own  laws.  But  I  fhall  hereafter  relate 
the  fate  of  others  from  this  his  feverity,  as  alfo  the 
other  tranfactions  of  that  time,  if,  having  finifhed 
my  prefent  undertaking,  life  remains  for  other 
ftudies.  Silanus,  who  had  viciated  the  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Auguftus,  though  he  felt  no  higher 

in- 
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indignation  than  to  be  excluded  from  the  friend- 
fhip  and  prefence  of  the  Emperor,  yet  underftood 
this  as  a  denunciation  of  baniftment;  nordurfthe, 

till  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  fupplicate  the  Prince  and 
Senate  for  leave  to  return  ;  and  then  only  trufted 
to  the  prevailing  credit  of  his  brother  Marcus  Si- 
Janus,  diftinguifhed  by  his  illuftrious  quality,  and 
eminent  for  his  great  Eloquence.  Marcus  having- 
returned  thanks  to  Tiberius,  had  this  anfwer  before 
the  Senate  )  6  That  he  himfelf  alio  rejoiced  that  his 
4  brother  was  returned  from  travels  fo  lo ns  and  re- 
4  mote ;  that  his  return  home  was  perfe&fy  unex- 
4  ceptionable,  fince  neither  by  decree  of  Senate, 

noi  by  any  fentence  of  law  had  he  been  driven 

thence  \  that  to  himfelf  however  {till  remained 
‘  bitire  the  refentments  of  his  father  towards  him  $ 

*  nor  by  the  return  of  Silanus  were  the  purpofes  of 
‘  Auguftus  violated.’  Thenceforward  he  remained 
in  Rome,  but  diftinguifhed  by  no  preferment  in  the 
State. 

The  qualifying  of  the  Law  Papia  Poppea  was 
afterwards  propofed  \  a  Law,  which,  to  enforce 
thoie  of  Julius  Laefar,  Auguftus  had  made  when 
he  was  old,  for  punifhing  Celibacy,  and  enriching 
the  Exchequer.  Nor  even  by  this  means  had  mar¬ 
riages  and  children  multiplied,  while  a  paftion  to 
live  fingle  and  childlefs  ftill  prevailed.  But,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  numbers  threatened  and  in  danger 
by  it,  increafed  daily,  while  by  the  gloftes  and  chi¬ 
cane  of  the  impleaders  every  family  was  undone^ 
So  that,  as  before  the  city  laboured  under  the  weight 
of  crimes,  fo  now  under  the  peft  of  laws.  From 
this  thought  I  am  led  backwards  to  the  ftrft  rife 
of  Laws,  and  to  open  the  fteps  and  caufes  by  which: 
we  are  arrived  to  the  prefent  number  and  excefs, 
a  number  infinite  and  perplexed. 

The  firft  race  of  men,  free  as  yet  from  every 
depraved  paftion,  lived  without  guile  and  crimes, 

and 
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and  therefore  without  chaftifements  and  reftraints  ; 
nor  was  there  occafion  for  rewards,  whe  1  of  their 
own  accord  they  purfued  righteoufnefs  ;  a  id  as  they 
courted  nothing  contrary  to  juftice,  they  were  de¬ 
barred  from  nothing  by  terrors.  But,  after  they 
had  abandoned  their  original  equality,  and  from 
modefty  and  fhame  to  do  evil,  proceeded  to^  am¬ 
bition  and  violence,  Lordly  dominion  was  intro¬ 
duced,  and  arbitrary  rule,  and  in  many  nations 
orewr  perpetual.  Some,  either  fiom  the  beginning, 
or  after  they  were  lurfeited  with  Kings,  preferred 
the  fovereignty  of  Law's,  which,  agreeably  to  the 
artlefs  minds  of  men,  were  at  firft  ihort  and  ample. 
The  law's  in  mod  renown  were  thofe  framed  for 
the  Cretans  by  Minos,  for  the  Spartans  by  Lycur- 
gus  ;  and  afterwards  fuch  as  Solon  delivered  to  the 
Athenians,  now  greater  in  number,  and  more  ex- 
quifitely  compofed.  To  the  Pvomans  juftice  was 
adminiftred  by  Romulus  according  to  his  pleafure. 
After  him,  Numa  managed  the  people  by  religious 
devices,  and  laws  divine.  Some  inftitutions  were 
made  by  Tullus  Hoftilius,  fome  by  Ancus  Martius  ; 
but  above  all  our  laws  were  thofe  founded  by  Ser- 
vius  Tullius,  fuch  law's  as  even  our  Kings  were 
bound  to  obey. 

Upon  the  expulfion  of  Tarquin,  the  people,  for 
the  fecurity  of  their  freedom  againft  the  encroach¬ 
ment  and  factions  of  the  Senate,  and  for  binding  the 
public  concord,  prepared  many  ordinances.  Hence 
were  created  the  Decemviri,  and  by  them  were 
compofed  the  twelve  Tables,  out  of  a  colledtion  of 
the  moft  excellent  infHtutions  found  abroad.  This 
was  the  period  of  all  upright  and  impartial  Laws. 
What  laws  followed,  though  fometimes  made 
againft  crimes  and  offenders,  were  yet  chiefly  made 
by  violence,  through  the  animoiity  of  the  two 
Eftates,  and  for  feizing  unjuftly  withholden  offices, 
or  for  baniftdng  illuftrious  Patriots,  and  to  other 

wicked 
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Wicked  ends.  Hence  the  Gracchi  and  Saturnini, 
inflamers  of  the  people  ;  and  hence  Livius  Drufus 
vymg,  on  behalf  of  the  Senate,  in  popular  concef- 
iions  with  tnele  inflamers,  whence  our  Italian  Allies 

then  fibfrUptedcand  animated  with  fair  promifes, 
then  by  the  oppofition  of  other  Demagogues  dif- 

appointed  and  deceived.  Neither  during  the  War 

o  ay,  nor  during  the  Civil  War,  was  the  making 

of  regulations  difcontinued  ;  many  and  contradicforf 
were  even  then  made.  At  lafl  Sylla  the  Didato/ 
changing  or  abolifhing  the  part,  added  many  of  his 
own,  and  procured  fomer  efpite  in  this  matter, 'but  not 
.  Jong  j  for  prefently  followed  the  turbulent  purfuits 
and  propofal?  of  Lepidus,  and  foon  after  were  the 
i  ribunes  reftored  to  their  licentious  authority  of 
throwing  the  people  into  combuftions  at  pleafure. 
And  now  Laws  were  not  made  for  the  public  only, 
but,,  ror  particular  men,  particular  laws  ;  and,  cor¬ 
ruption  abounding  in  the  Commonwealth,  the  Com- 
monwealth  abounded  in  laws. 

Pompey  was  now,  in  his  third  Conhdfhip,  chofen 
to  correct.  the  public  enormities,  and  his  remedies 
proved  to  the  State  more  grievous  than  its  diftem- 
pcrs.  He  made  Laws,  fuch  as  fuited  his  ambition 
and  broice  them  when  they  thwarted  his  will,  and 
Jolt  by  arms  the  regulations  which  by  arms  he  had 
procured.  Henceforward  for  twenty  years  civil  dif- 
cok!  raged,  and  there  was  neither  law  mror  fettle- 
ment;  the  moll  wicked  found  impunity  in  the  ex¬ 
cels  of  their  wickednefs,  and  many  Virtuous  men  in 
their  uprightnefs  met  defixu&ion.  At  length,  Au- 
guftus  CaEfar,  in  his  fixth  Confulfhip,  then  con¬ 
firmed  in  power  without  a  rival,  aboliihed  the  or¬ 
ders  which  during  the  Triumvirate  he  had  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  gave  us  laws  proper  for  peace  and  a  fingle 
ruler.  1  hefe  laws  haci  fandlions  feverer  than  any 
heretofoie  known  ;  as  their  guardians.  Informers 
Were  appointed,  who  by  the  Law  Papia  Poppea 

2  were 
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were  encouraged  with  rewards*  to  watch  fuch  as 
negle&ed  the  privileges  annexed  to  marriage  and 
fatherhood,  and  confequently  could  claim  no  legacy 
or  inheritance,  the  fame,  as  vacant,  belonging  to 
the  Roman  people,  who  were  the  public  paient. 
But  thefe  Informers  ftruck  much  deeper ;  by  them 
the  whole  City,  qll  Italy,  and  the  Roman  Citizens 
in  every  part  of  the  Empire,  were  infefted  and  per- 
fecuted  ;  numbers  were  Gripped  of  their  intire  for¬ 
tunes,  and  terror  had  feizcd  all,  when  I  iberius, 
for  a  check  to  this  evil,  chofe  twenty  Noblemen, 
five  who  were  formerly  Confuls,  five  who  were 
formerly  Praetors,  with  ten  other  Senators,  to  re¬ 
view  that  law'.  By  them  many  of  its  intricacies 
were  explained,  its  ffrictnefs  qualified  y  and  hence 


Senate  Nero,  one  of  the  fons  of  Germanicus,  now 
feventeen  years  of  age,  and  defired,  ‘  that  he  might 


<  gintivirate,  and  have  leave  to  fue  for  the  Quaeftor- 
c  fhip  five  years  fooner  than  the  laws  directed/ 


Nor  do  I  doubt  but  there  were  then  fuch  who  fe- 
cretly  ridiculed  that  fort  of  petitions  from  Auguftus. 
Such  policy  was  however  natural  to  that  Prince, 
then  laying  the  foundations  of  the  Imperial  power, 
and  while  the  Republic  and  its  late  laws  were  ftill 
frefh  in  the  minds  of  men.  Refides,  the  relation 
was  lighter  between  Augufius  and  his  wife's  fons, 
than  between  a  grandfather  and  his  grandfons.  To 
the  grant  of  the  Quceftorfhip  was  added  a  feat  in 
the  College  of  Pontifs  ;  and  the  firfi:  day  he  entered 
the  Forum  in  his  manly  robe,  a  donative  of  com 
and  money  was  difiributed  to  the  populace,  who 
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'p!'It.C'dt0  behold  a  fon  of  Germanicus  nowofa»e 
wi  h  "  >-V  T  J°°n  heiShtened  by  his  marriage 

tranfoffi  om  the  dauSh*r  of. Drafts.  But  as  thefe 
tranfactions  were  attended  with  public  applaufes  to 

he  intended  marriage  of  the  daughter  of  Seianus 

‘ th  the  lon  of  Claudius  was  received  with  poLlar 
md,gnat,on.  By  this  alliance  the  nobility ‘of  the 
Claudian  houie  leerned  Trained,  and  by  it  Seianus 

ft i  1  f  h igli er ! p ca:e d  oi  a‘Piril,g  views,  was  exalted 

At  the  end  of  this  year  died  two  great  and  emi- 
iient  men  Lucius  Volufius,  and  Satluftius  Crifpus. 
i  he  family  of  \  olunus  was  ancient,  but,  in  the 

Iw'V*  PUbl'C  °*Ce’  rofe  never  higher  than  the 
1  raimrfhip;  it  was  he  who  honoured  it  with  the 

Confulfhip.  He  was  likewife  created  Cenfbr,  for 
modelling  the  claffes  of  the  Equeftrian  Order,  and 
r  t  accumulated  the  wealth  which  railed  that  fa¬ 
mily  beyond  all  meafure.  Crifpus  was  born  of  an 
itqueltnan  houfe,  great  nephew  by  a  filler  to  Caius 
oalluftius,  the  renowned  Roman  Hiftorian,  and  by 
him  adopted.  The  way  to  the  great  offices  was 
open  to  him  ;  but,  in  imitation  of  Maecenas,  he 
lived  without  rhe  dignity  of  Senator,  yet  outwent 
m  power  many  who  were  difringniihed  with  Con- 
lumiips  and  triumphs.  His  manner  of  living,  his 
refs  and  daintineis,  were  different  from  the  ways 
of  antiquity,  and,  in  expence  and  affluence,  he 
bordered  rather  upon  luxury.  He  pofleffed,  how¬ 
ever,  a  vigour  ot  fpirit,  equal  to  great  affairs,  and 
exerted  the  greater  promptnefs,  for  that  he  hid  it 
m  a  ihew  of  indolence  and  floth.  He  was  there¬ 
fore,  in  the  life-time  of  Maecenas,  the  next  in  fa¬ 
vour,  afterwards  chief  confident  in  all  the  fecret 
Counfels  of  Augullus  and  Tiberius,  and  affenting 
to  the  order  for  flaying  Agrippa  Pofthumus.  In 
his  old  age  he  preferved  with  the  Prince  rather  the 
outlide  than  the  vitals  of  authority.  The  lame 

had 
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had  happened  to  Maecenas.  Such  is  the  lot  of 
power,  rarely  perpetual,  perhaps  from  fatiety  on 
both  lldes,  when  Princes  have  no  more  to  grant, 
and  Minrfters  no  more  to  crave. 

Next  followed  the  Confulfhip  of  1  iberius  and 
Drufus,  to  Tiberius  the  fourth,  to  Drulus  the  fe- 
cond  y  a  Confulfhip  remarkable,  lor  that  in  it  the 
father  and  fon  were  Colleagues.  1  here  was  in¬ 
deed  the  fame  fellowfhip  between  i  iberius  and 
Germanicus,  two  years  before ;  but,  beficles  the 
diftaftes  of  jealoufy  in  the  uncle,  the  ties  of  blood 
were  not  fo  near.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
Tiberius,  on  pretence  of  his  health,  retired  to 
Campania,  either  already  meditating  a  long  and 
perpetual  retirement,  or  to  leave  to  Drufus,  in  his 
father’s  abfence,  the  honour  of  executing  the  Con¬ 
fulfhip  alone.  And  there  happened  a  thing  which, 
frnall  in  itfelf,  yet  as  it  produced  mighty  contef- 
tation,  furniihed  the  young  Conful  with  matter  of 
popular  affeclion.  Domitius  Corbulo,  formerly 
Praetor,  complained  to  the  Senate  of  Lucius  Sylla, 
a  noble  youth,  ‘  that  in  the  fhew  of  Gladiators, 
c  Sylla  would  not  yield  him  place.’  Age,  do- 
meltic  cuftorn,  and  the  ancient  men  were  for  Cor¬ 
bulo.  Mamercus  Scaurus,  Lucius  Arruntius,  and 
others,  laboured  for  their  kinfman  Sylla.  'Warm 
fpeeches  were  made,  and  the  examples  of  our  an- 
ceftors  were  urged,  c  who  by  fevere  decrees  had 
c  cenfured  and  retrained  the  irreverence  of  the 
c  youth.’  Drufus  interpofed  with  arguments  pro¬ 
per  for  calming  animofities,  and  Corbulo  had  fatif- 
fadlion  made  him  by  Scaurus,  who  was  both  fa¬ 
ther-in-law  and  uncle  to  Sylla,  and  the  moft  co¬ 
pious  Orator  of  that  age.  The  fame  Corbulo,  ex¬ 
claiming  againft  c  the  condition  of  moft  of  the 
6  roads  through  Italy,  that  through  the  fraud  of 
c  the  undertakers,  and  negligence  of  the  civil  offi- 
*  cers,  they  were  broken  and  unpayable  /  under¬ 
took 
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00k  of  his  own  accord  the  cure  of  that  abufe  •  an 
undertaking  which  he  executed,  not  ft,  much  to 
lie  advantage  of  the  public,  as  to  the  ruin  of  manv 
private  men  in  their  fortunes  and  reputation  by 

feitures.ent  mU  ^  ^  unJuft  judgments  and  for- 

Senate"  f 'ft  !  b?  Letter  accluainted  the 

t  !  te’  rhat  hY  the  incurfions  of  Tacfarinas 

«  cre  were  fre/h  commotions  in  Africa,  and  that 

«  HV  muft  chufe  a  Proconfu],  one  of  military  ex- 
peiience,  vigorous,  and  equal  to  that  war.’  Sex- 
Uo  ompeius,  taking  this  occafion  to  difeharge  his 
,  ‘  f  agannR  Ma,rCUS  Bepidus,  reproached  him  <  as 
«  1  f,L  ,  ;y’,  lnd,Seilt’  a  fcandal  to  his  anceftors, 

<  d  t't^efore  to  be  dwelled  even  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Afia,  his  province  by  lot.’  The  Senate 
oppo.ed  him  ;  they  thought  Lepidus  a  man  rather 
mild  than  flothful,  and  that,  as  in  his  narrow  for¬ 
tune  Dequeathed  to  him,  but  not  impaired  by  him, 
ne  fupported  his  quality  without  blemifh,  he  me¬ 
rited  honour  rather  than  contumely.  He  was 
lerefore  fent  to  Afia.  Concerning  Africa,  it 
was  decreed,  that  the  appointment  of  a  Governor 
inouid  be  left  to  the  Emperor. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions,  Caecina  Severus  pro- 
pofed,  4  That  no  Magiftrate  fhould  go  into  any 
‘  province  accompanied  by  his  wife.’  He  intro¬ 
duced  this  motion  with  a  long  preface,  c  that  he 
*  ^ved  with  his  own  in  perfedt  concord,  by  her  he 
C  had  fix  children,  and  what  he  offered  to  the  pub¬ 
ic  he  had  praclifed  himfelt,  having  during  forty 
l  years  Service,  left  her  Hill  behind  him,  confined 
«  ^  was  not  indeed,  without  caufe,  effa- 

ofifhed  of  oid,  that  women  fhould  neither  be  car- 
€  ried  by  their.  hufbands  into  confederate  nations, 

4  ?lor  lnto  foreign.  A  train  of  women  introduced 
luxury  in  peace,  by  their  fears  retarded  war,  and 
4  made  a  Roman  army  referable,  in  their  march, 

6  a  mixed 
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4  a  mixed  hoft  of  Barbarians.  The  fex  was  not 

<  tender  only  and  unfit  for  travel,  but,  if  iuftered, 

<  cruel,  afpiring,  and  greedy  of  authority  ;  they 
4  even  marched  amongft  the  foldiers,  and  were 
4  obeyed  by  the  officers.  A  woman  had  lately 
4  prelided  at  exercifes  of  the  troops,  and  at  the  de- 
4  curfions  of  the  Legions.  The  Senate  themfelves 
«  might  remember,  that  as  often  as  any  of  the 
c  Magiftrates  were  charged  with  plundering  the 
4  provinces,  their  wives  were  always  charged  with 
4  much  guilt.  To  the  Ladies  the  moft  profligate 
4  in  the  province  ever  applied,  by  them  all  affairs 
4  were  undertaken,  by  them  tranfa&ed  ;  at  home 
4  two  diftindf  courts  were  kept,  and  abroad  the 
4  wife  had  her  diflmct  train  and  attendants.  .  I  he 
4  Ladies  too  ifiued  difiindf  orders,  but  more  irnpe- 
4  rious,  and  better  obeyed.  Such  feminine  exceffes 
4  were  formerly  retrained  by  the  Oppian  and  other 
4  Laws,  but  now  thefe  reffraints  were  violated, 

4  women  ruled  all  things,  their  families,  the  to- 
4  rum  and  ^Tribunals,  and  even  tne  aimies. 

This  fpeech  was  heard  by  few  with  approbation, 
and  many  proclaimed  their  dilicm,  fox  that  nei— 

4  ther  was  that  the  point  in  debate,  not  was  Cse- 
4  cilia  confiderable  enough  to  cenfure  10  weighty 
4  an  affair.’  He  was  prefently  anfwered  by  V  ale- 
rius  Meffalinus,  who  was  the  fon  of  Meffala,  and 
inheriting  a  fparkling  of  his  father’s  Eloquence  : 

4  that  many  rigorous  inftitutions  of  the  ancients 
4  were  foftened  and  changed  for  the  better.  For 
4  neither  was  Rome  now,  as  of  old,  befet  with 
4  wars,  nor  Italy  with  hoftile  provinces  ;  hence  a 
4  few  conceffions  were  made  to  the  conveniences 
4  of  women,  who  were  fo  far  from  burdening 
6  the  provinces,  that  to  their  own  hufbands  there 
4  they  were  no  burden.  As  to  honours,  atten- 
4  dants,  and  expence,  they  enjoyed  them  in  com- 
<  irion  with  their  hufbands,  who  could  receive  no 

4  embar- 
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c  ^lbarrafln’ent  from  their  company  In  time  ofpeare 

t  To  ,war’  indeed,  we  mufl  go  equipped  and  unin- 

t  cumbered;  but  after  the  fatigues  of  war,  what  was 

<  re  allrowabie  tha»  the  confolations  of  a  wife  ? 

<  £U,  feemed,  the  wives  of  feme  Magi  ft  rates 
had  given  a  loole  to  ambition  and  avarice-  And 

«  Werefl-he?  Magiftrates  themfelves  free  from  thefe 

‘  1*  YCre  n0t  m°ft  °f  them  governed  by 
t  y  exo;bitant  appetites  ?  Did  we  therefore 

<  rd  tT  '  jC°  the  pr0Vlnces  It  was  added,  that 

<  .  hufbands  were  corrupted  by  their  corrupt 

‘  -'T'l!  CV\  •  ere _  therefore  all  fingle  men  uncorrupt  ? 

1  he  Oppian  Laws  were  once  thought  neceftary, 

‘  becaufe  the  exigencies  of  the  State  required  their 
feverity  ;  they  were  afterwards  relaxed  and  mol- 

,  'lhed>  bTecaufe  that  too  was  expedient  for  the 
state.  In  vain  we  covered  our  own  doth  with 

'  bo"owfd  names  i  if  the  wife  broke  bounds,  the 
hulband  ought  to  bear  the  blame.  It  was  more- 

over  unjuftly  judged,  for  the  weak  and  uxorious 
Ipint  of  one  or  a  few,  to  bereave  all  others  of  the 
feJlowftnp  of  their  wives,  the  natural  partners  of 
their  profpenty  and  diftrefs.  Befides,  the  fex 
weak  by  nature,  would  be  left  defencelefs,  ex- 
*  poled  to  the  luxurious  bent  of  their  native  paffions, 
and  to  the  feduftion  of  adulterers.  Scarce  under 
the  eye  and  reftraint  of  the  hulband,  was  the 
marriage-bed  preferred  inviolate  ;  what  muft  be 
‘  the  confequence,  when,  by  an  abfence  of  many 
‘  years,  the  ties  of  marriage  would  be  fornot,  as 
‘  were>  in  a  divorce  r  It  became  them  therefore, 

‘  lo  t0  cure  the  evils  abroad,  as  not  to  forget  the 
enormities  at  Rome.  To  this  Drufus  added 
fomewhat  concerning  his  own  wedlock.  ‘  Princes, 
he  faid,  were  frequently  obliged  to  vifit  the  re- 

1E Pa! ts  ob  the  Empire;  how  often  did  the 
eined  Auguflus  travel  to  the  Eaft,  how  often  to 
the  Hill  accompanied  with  Livia  ?  He 

4  himfelf 
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c  himfelf  too  had  taken  a  progrefs  to  Ulyricum, 
f  and  if  it  were  expedient,  was  ready  to  viiit  other 
c  nations ;  but  not  always  with  an  eafy  fpirit,  if 
‘  he  were  to  be  torn  from  his  dear  wife,  her  by 
‘  whom  he  had  fo  many  children,’  Thus  was  Ca¬ 
rina’s  motion  eluded. 

When  the  Senate  met  next,  they  had  a  Letter 
from  Tiberius.  In  it  he  affedled  indirectly  to  chide 
the  fathers,  4  that  upon  him  they  call  all  public 
4  cares,’  and  named  them  M.  Lepidus  and  Junius 
Blefus,  to  choofe  either  for  Proconful  of  Africa. 
They  were  then  both  heard  as  to  this  nomination, 
and  Lepidus  excufed  himfelf  with  earneftnefs, 
pleaded  ‘  his  bodily  frailty,  the  tender  age  of  his 
4  children,  and  a  daughter  fit  for  marriage.’  There 
was  another  reafon  too,  of  which  he  faid  nothing, 
but  it  was  eafily  underftood,  even  that  Blefus  was 
uncle  to  Sejanus,  and  therefore  had  the  prevail¬ 
ing  intereft.  Blefus  too  made  a  (hew  of  refilling;, 
but  not  with  the  like  pofitivenefs,  and  moreover, 
was  heard  with  partiality  by  the  flatterers  of  power. 

Now  at  laid  broke  out  a  grievance  which  had 
lain  hitherto  lmothered  in  the  uneafy  minds  of 
men.  The  Statues  of  the  Emperor  were  become 
iandluaries  to  every  profligate,  who,  by  laying 
hold  on  thefe  Statues,  had  aflumed  the  infolence  of 
venting  with  impunity  their  invectives  and  hatred 
againfl  worthy  men.  Even  Haves  and  freedmen 
were  thence  grown  terrible  to  their  mailers,  and 
wantonly  infulted  and  threatned  them.  Againfl 
this  abufe  it  was  argued  by  Caius  Selims,  the  Se¬ 
nator,  4  tnat  Princes  were  indeed  the  reprefenta- 
4  tives  of  the  Gods,  but  by  the  Gods  juft  petitions 
4  only  were  heard,  nor  did  any  one  betake  him- 
4  fell  to  the  Capitol,  or  the  Temples  of  Rome, 

<  that  under  their  facred  fhelter  he  might  exercife 
1  villanies.  The  laws  were  abolifhed,  and  finally 
4  overturned,  if  a  criminal  convict  could,  in  the 

6  public 
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«  public  Forum,  nay,  at  the  door  of  the  Senate, 
c  a  {fault  her  profecutor  with  inve£Hves  and  me- 
4  naces  ;  Yet  thus  had  Annia  Rufilla  affaulted  him, 
c  fhe  whom  he  had  got  judicially  condemned  for 
*  forgery;  neither  durft  he  feek  relief  from  the 
4  law,  for  that  file  prote&ed  herfelf  with  the  Em- 
4  peror’s  Statue.’  Much  the  fame  reafoning  was 
offered  by  others  :  fome  aggravated  the  offence 
with  greater  bitternefs,  and  befought  Drufus  to 
fhew  an  exemplary  inftance  of  vengance  ;  fo 
that  file  was  fummoned,  convi&ed  of  the  charge, 
and  by  his  command  committed  to  the  common 
prifon. 

Confidius  Equus  too,  and  Celius  Curfor,  Ro¬ 
man  Knights,  were  at  the  motion  of  Drufus,  pu- 
nifhed  by  a  decree  of  Senate,  for  forging  a  charge 
of  treafon  againft  the  Pnetor  Magius  Caxilianus. 
From  this  their  punifhment  and  that  of  Rufilla, 
Drufus  reaped  popular  praife,  6  that  by  him,  liv- 
4  ing  thus  fociably  at  Rome,  and*  frequenting  the 
4  public  affemblies,  the  dark  fpirit  and  defigns  of  - 
4  his  father  were  foftened.’  Neither  did  the  luxury, 
in  which  the  young  Prince  lived,  give  much  offence. 

4  Let  him,  it  was  laid,  be  rather  thus  imployed, 

4  his  days  in  fhews  and  adls  of  popularity,  his 
4  nights  in  banqueting,  than  in  di final  folitude, 

4  withdrawn  from  public  gaiety,  worried  with  in- 
4  ceffant  diflrufts,  and  foftering  black  defigns.’ 

For  neither  was  Tiberius  nor  the  impleaders  yet 
tired  with  accufations.  Ancharius  Prifcus  had  ac- 
cufed  Carinas  Cordus,  Proconful  of  Crete,  of  rob¬ 
bing  the  public,  with  an  additional  charge  of  high 
treafon,  a  charge  v/hich  at  that  time  was  the  main 
bulwark  of  all  accufations.  Antiftius  Vetus,  a  No¬ 
bleman  of  the  firft  rank  in  Macedonia,  had  been 
tried  for  adultery,  and  abfolved.  This  offended 
Tiberius,  who  reproached  the  Judges,  and  re¬ 
called  him  to  be  tried  for  trealon,  as  a  difturber  of 

the 
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the  public,  and  confederate  with  the  late  King 
Rhefcuporis,  when  having  {lain  his  brother  Cotys, 
he  meditated  war  againft  us.  So  that  Vetus  was 
condemned,  and  interdi&ed  from  fire  and  water. 
To  this  fentence  it  was  added,  6  that  he  fliould  be 
confined  to  an  lfland,  neither  in  the  ncighbour- 
4  hood  of  Macedon  nor  of  Thrace.’  For,  upon 
the  divifion  of  that  Kingdom  between  Rhemetalces 
and  the  foils  of  Cotys,  who  being  children,  had 
for  their  guardian  Trebellienus  Rufus,  the  Thra* 
cians,  not  ufed  to  our  Government,  waxed  dis¬ 
contented  and  tumultuous  ;  nor  did  they  lefs  cen- 
fure  Rhemetalces  than  Trebellienus,  for  leaving  un- 
punifiied  the  violences  done  them.  The  Coelet^ans, 
Odryfoeans,  and  other  very  powerful  nations,  took 
arms,  under  difi:in&  Captains,  but  all  equal  in 
meannefs  and  incapacity.  For  this  reafon,  their  ar¬ 
mies  were  not  united,  nor  the  war  terrible.  Some 
committed  ravages  at  home,  others  traverfed  Mount 
Hasmus,  to  engage  in  the  infurreclion  the  diftant 
provinces.  The  greateft  part,  and  beft  appointed, 
befieged  Philippopolis,  (a  City  founded  by  Philip 
°‘  Mace  a  on)  and  in  it  King  Rhemetalces. 

.  Publius  Velleius,  who  commanded  the  army  in 
the  neignbouring  province,  when  he  heard  of  thefe 
commotions,  diipatched  parties  of  horfe  and  lRht 
mot,  lonie  agamft  thofe  who  roamed  about  for 
plunder,  iome  againft  f'uch  as  rambled  from  place 
to  place  to  foliicit  fuccours  ;  he  himfelf  led  the  body 
or  die  Infantry  to  raife  the  fiege.  Thefe  feveral 
elites  prizes  were  at  once  fuccefsfully  executed,  the 
rovers  were  cut  off  ;  divifions  arofe  amoiiofl  the 
efiegers,  and  the  King  fortunately  fallied,  Tuft  as 
the  Roman  forces  arrived.  This  gang  of  Thra¬ 
cians  deferve  not  the  name  of  an  army,  nor  this 
rout  to  oe  called  a  battle,  where  vagabonds  ha IT 

fide^  W6re  flauSh£ered>  Without  blood  on  our 

v“- 1  1  The 
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The  fame  year  the 'Cities  of  Gaul,  ftimulatedby 
their  cxcdlivc  debts,  began  a  Rebellion.  The  molt 
vehement  incendiaries  were  Julius  Florus,  and  Ju¬ 
lius  Sacrovir,  the  firft  amongft  thofe  of  Treves,  the 
fecond  amongft  the  Eduans.  They  were  both  of 
diflingniihed  nobility,  both  dcfcended  from  an- 
ccftors,  who  had  done  fignal  fervices  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  State,,  and  thence  acquired  of  old  the  right  of 
Roman  Citizens,  a  privilege  rare  in  thofe  days,  and 
only  the  prize  of  virtue.  When  byfecret  meetings 
they  had  gained  thofe  who  were  mod:  prompt  to 
rebel,  with  fuch  as  were  defperate  through  indi¬ 
gence,  or,  from  guilt  of  paft  crimes,  forced  to 
commit  more,  they  agreed  that  Florus  ftiould  begin 
the  infurredtion  in  Belgia,  Sacrovir  amongft  the 
neighbouring  Gauls.  They  therefore  had  many 
consultations  and  cabals,  where  they  fpared  no 
topic  of  fedition,  4  their  tribute  without  end,  their 
.<  devouring  ufury,  the  pride  and  cruelty  of  their 

*  Governors,  the  difeord  that  had  feized  the  Ro- 

<  man  foldiery  fince  the  report  of  the  murder  of 
4  Germanicus  ;  a  glorious  conjundture  for  redeem- 

<  ino-  their  Liberty,  if  they  would  only  confider 
«  their  own  happinefs  and  ftrength,  while  Italy 

*  was  poor  and  exhaufted,  the  Roman  populace 

<  weak  and  unwarlike,  the  Roman  armies  deftitute 
of  all  vigour,  but  that  derived  from  foreigners/ 
Scarce  one  City  remained  untainted  with  the 

feeds  of  this  Rebellion,  but  itfirft  broke  out  at  An¬ 
glers  and  Tours.  The  former  were  reduced  by 
Acilius  Aviola,  a  Legate,  with  the  affiftance^of  a 
Cohort  drawn  from  the  garrifon  at  Lions. .  Thole 
of  Tours  were  fuppreffed  by  the  fame  Aviola,  af- 
fifted  with  a  detachment  fent  from  the  Legions,  by 
Vifellius  Varro,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  lower 
Germany.  Some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Gauls  had 
I  ike  wife  joined  him  with  fuccours,  the  better  to 
difguife  their  defection,  and  to  pufh  it  with  more 
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effed!  hereafter.  Even  Sacrovir  was  beheld  en¬ 
gaged  in  fight  for  the  Romans,  with  his  head  bare, 
a  demonftratio7iy  he  pretended,  of  his  bravery  ;  but, 
the  prifoners  averred,  4  that  he  did  it  to  be  known 
6  to  his  country-men,  and  to  efcape  their  darts/ 
An  account  of  all  this  was  laid  before  Tiberius, 
who  flighted  it,  and  by  hefitation  foftered  the  war. 
Florus  the  while  pufhed  his  defigns,  and  tried  to 
perfuade  a  Regiment  of  horfe,  levied  at  Treves, 
and  kept  under  our  pay  and  difeipline,  to  begin  the 
war,  by  puttingto  the  fword  the  Roman  Merchants  ; 
and  fome  few  were  corrupted  by  him,  but  the  body 
remained  in  their  allegiance.  A  rabble  however 
of  his  followers  and  defperate  debtors,  took  arms, 
and  were  making  to  the  Foref!  of  Arden,  when  the 
Legions,  lent  from  both  armies  by  Vbicilius  and 
Caius  Silius,  through  different  routs  to  intercept 
tnem,  marred  their  march.  Julius  Indus  too,  one 
of  the  fame  country  with  Florus,  at  enmity  with.  > 
him,  and  therefore  more  eager  to  engage  him,  was 
difpatched  forward  with  a  chofen  band^  and  broke 
the  ill-appointed  multitude.  Florus,  by  lurking 
from  place  to  place,  truflrated  the  fearch  of  the  con¬ 
querors  ,  at  lai!,  when  he  faw  all  the  paiTes  befet 
with  foldiers,  he  fell  by  his  own  hands.  This  was 
the  i flue  of  the  infurredfion  at  Treves. 

Among!!  the  Eduans  the  revolt  was  as  much  ‘ 
itronger,  as  the  f!ate  was  more  opulent,  and  the  • 
forces  to  fupprefs  it  were  to  be  brought  from  afar* 

A ugu flod unum ,  the  capital  of  the  nation,  was 
Seized  by  Sacrovir,  and  in  it  all  the  noble  youth  of  ' 
Gaul,  who  were  there  inftruifted  in  the  Liberal  • 
Arts.  By  fecuring  thefe  pledges,  he  aimed  to  bind 
in  his  interefi:  their  parents  and  relations,  and  at 
the  fame,  time  diflributed  to  the  young  men  the 
arms  which  he  had  caufed  to  be  fecretly  made. 
He  had  forty  thoufand  men,  the  fifth  part  armed 
££  our  Legions,  the  ref!  with  poles5  hangers,  and 

I  2  other 
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other  weapons  ufed  by  hunters.  To  the  number 
were  added  fuch  of  the  haves  as  had  been  appointed 
to  be  Gladiators,  covered,  after  the  fafhion  of  the 
country,  with  a  continued  armour  of  iron,  and 
itiled  Crnpellarii ,  a  fort  of  militia,  unweildy  at 
exercifing  their  own  weapons,  and  impenetrable 
by  thofe  of  others.  Thefe  forces  were  ftill  in- 
creafed  by  voluntiers  from  the  neighbouring  cities, 
where,  though  the  public  body  did  not  hitherto 
avow  the  revolt,  yet  the  zeal  of  particulars  was 
manifed.  They  had  likewife  leifure  to  increafe 
from  the  contention  of  the  two  Roman  Generals  ; 
a  contention  for  fome  time  undecided,  while  each 
demanded  the  command  in  that  war.  At  length 
Varro,  old  and  inhrm,  yielded  to  the  fuperior  vi¬ 
gour  of  Silius. 

Now,  at  Rome,  c  not  only  the  infurredtion  of 
Treves  and  of  the  Eduans,  but  likewife,  that 
threefcore  and  four  cities  of  Gaul  had  revolted, 
that  the  Germans  had  joined  in  the  revolt,  and 
that  Spain  fludtuated,’  were  reports,  all  believed 
with  the  ufual  aggravations  of  fame.  The  bed 
men  grieved  in  fympathy  for  their  country  ;  many, 
from  hatred  of  the  prefent  government,  and  third: 
of  change,  rejoiced  in  their  own  perils.  They  in¬ 
veighed  againlt  Tiberius,  ‘  that,  in  fuch  a  mighty 

*  uproar  of  rebellion,  he  was  only  employed  in 
«  peruling  the  informations  of  the  State-Acculers.’ 
They  asked,  c  Did  he  mean  to  furrender  Julius 

*  Sacrovir  to  the  Senate,  to  try  him  for  trealon  ? 
They  exulted,  that  there  were  at  laft  found  men, 
who  would  with  arms  reflrain  his  bloody  Letters 
(to  the  Senate)  continually  demanding  condemna¬ 
tions  and  executions ;  and  declared,  c  that  even 

*  war  was  a  happy  change  for  a  moll  wretched  and 
4  calamitous  peace.’  So  much  the  more  for  this, 
Tiberius  affected  to  appear  wrapt  up  in  fecurity 

md  unconcern  ;  he  neither  changed  place  nor  coun- 

tenance, 
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Wance,  but  behaved  himfelf  at  that  time  as  at 
other  times,  whether  from  elevation  of  mind,  or 
whether  he  had  learnt  that  the  date  of  things  was 
not  alarming,  and  only  heightened  by  vulgar  re- 
prefentation. 

Silius  the  while  fending  forward  a  band  of  Aux¬ 
iliaries,  marched  with  two  Legions,  and  ravaged 
the  villages  of  the  Sequanians,  next  neighbours" to 
the  Eduans,  and  their  aftociates  in  arms.  Ele  then 
advanced  towards  Auguftodunum,  a  hafty  march, 
the  Standard-bearers  mutually  vying  in  expedition, 
and  the  common  men  breathing  ardour  and  eagernefs, 

6  that  no  time  might  be  wafted  even  in  the  ufual 
c  refrefhments,  none  of  their  nights  in  deep  ;  let 
‘  them  only  fee  and  confront  the  foe  ;  they  wanted 
4  no  more  to  be  victorious.5  Twelve  miles  from 
•Auguftodunum  Sacrovir  appeared  with  his  forces 
upon  the  plains :  in  the  front  he  had  placed  the  iron 
troop,  his  Cohorts  in  the  wings,  the  half-armed 
in  the  rear ;  he  himfelf,  upon  a  fine  horfie,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  other  chiefs,  addreffing  himfelf  to 
them  from  rank  to  rank ;  reminded  them  c  of  the 
4  glorious  achievements  of  the  ancient  Gauls  ;  of 
c  the  victorious  mifehiefs  they  had  brought  upon 
the  Romans  j  of  the  liberty  and  renown  attend- 
4  ing  victory ;  of  their  redoubled  and  intolerable 
1  Servitude,  if  once  more  vanquifhed.’ 

A  fhort  fpeech,  and  difheartened  audience  !  For, 
the  embattled  Legions  approached,  and  the  crowd 
ol  townfmen,  ill-appointed  and  novices  in  war, 
ftood  aftonifhed,  bereft  of  the  prefent  ufe  of  eyes 
and  hearing.  On  the  other  fide,  Silius,  though' lie 
prefumed  the  victory,  and  thence  might  have  fpared 
exhortations,  yet  called  to  his  men,  ‘  That  they 
might  be  with  reafon  afhamed,  that  they,  the 

*  Conquerors  of  Germany,  fhould  be  thus  led 

*  a£ainit  a  rabble  of  Gauls  as  againft  an  equal 

*  enemy ;  one  Cohort  had  newly  defeated  the  rebels 

^  3  of 
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'  of  Tours,  one  Rein  merit  of  horfe  thofe  of  T  reves : 

%  a  handful  of  this  Very  army  had  routed  the  Se- 
4  quanians.  The  prefent  Eduans,  the  more  they 
4  abound  in  wealth,  the  more  they  wallow  in  vo- 
4  luptuoufnefs,  are  fo  much  the  more  foft  and  un- 
4  warlike  :  this  is  what  you  are  now  to  prove,  and 
4  your  talk  to  prevent  their  efcape.5  His  words 
were  returned  with  a  mighty  cry.  Inftantly  the 
horfe  furrounded  the  foe,  the  foot  attacked  their 
front,  and  the  wings  were  prefer  tly  routed.  The 
iron-band  gave  feme  fhort  obflruction,  as  the  bars 
of  their  coats  withfiood  the  ftroaks  of  fword  and 
pike  \  but  the  foldiers  had  recourfe  to  their  hatchets 
and  pick-axes,  and,  as  if  they  had  battered  a  wall, 
hewed  their  bodies  and  armour  ;  others  with  clubs, 
and  fome  with  forks,  beat  down  the  helplefs  lumps, 
who,  as  they  lay  fhretched  along,  without  one 
ffruggle  to  rife,  were  left  for  dead.  Sacrovir  fled 
firft:  to  Auguftodunum,  thence,  fearful  of  being 
fut rendered,  to  a  neighbouring  town,  accompanied 
by  his  moft  faithful  adherents  \  there  he  flew  him- 
felf,  and  the  reft  one  another,  having  firft  fet  the 
tCwn  on  fire,  by  which  they  were  all  confirmed. 

Now  at  laft  Tiberius  wrote  to  the  Senate  about 
this  war,  and,  at  once,  acquainted  them  with  its 
rife  and  conclufion,  neither  aggravating  fadts  nor 
lefiening  them  ;  but  added,  4  That  it  was  con- 
4  dudted  by  the  fidelity  and  bravery  of  his  Lieu- 
4  tenants,  guided  by  his  counfels/  He  likewife 
affigned  the  reafons  why  neither  he,  nor  Drufus, 
went  to  that  war  >  4  That  the  Empire  was  an 
4  immenfe  body,  and  it  became  not  the  dignity  of 
4  a  Prince,  upon  the  revolt  of  one  or  two  com- 
4  munities,  to  defert  the  capital,  whence  motion 
4  was  derived  to  the  whole.  But  now,  fince  he 
*  could  not  be  thought  conduced  by  any  dread  of 
4  thofe  nations,  he  would  take  a  progrefs  to  vifit 
4  and  fettle  them/  The  Senate  decreed  vows  and 

flap- 
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^applications  for  his  return,  with  other  cuftomary 
honours.  Only  Cornelius  Dolabella,  while  he 
ft  rove  to  outdo  others,  fell  into  ridiculous  fyco~ 
phancy,  by  propoiing,  4  That  returning  from  Cam- 
4  pania  he  fhould  enter  Rome  in  the  Triumph  of 
4  Ovation .5  This  occafioned  a  Letter  from  Tibe¬ 
rius,  in  which  he  declared,  4  That  he  was  not  to 
4  deftitute  of  glory,  that  after  having  in  his  youth 
4  fubdued  the  fierceft  nations,  and  enjoyed  or 
4  flighted  fo  many  Triumphs,  he  fhould  now  in  his 
4  old  age  feek  empty  honours  from  a  fhort  progrefs 
4  about  the  fuburbs  of  Rome.5 

About  the  fame  time  he  defired  of  the  Senate, 
that  4  the  corps  of  Sulpitius  Quirinus  might  be 
4  diftinguifhed  with  a  public  Funeral.5  Qurinius 
was  born  at  Lanuvium,  a  Municipal  town,  and 
ho  wife  related  to  the  ancient  Patriciam  family  of 
the  Sulpitii,,  but  being  a  brave  foldier,.  was,  for 
his  vigorous  military  fervices  to  Auguftus,  re¬ 
warded  with  the  Confulfnip,  and  loon  after 
with  a  Triumph,  for  driving  the  Homonades  out 
of  their  ftrongs  holds  in  Cilicia.  Next,  when  the 
young  Caius  Crefar  was  lent  to  fettle  the  affairs  of 
Armenia,  Quirinus  was  appointed  his  Gwemor, 
and  at  the  lame  time  paid  all  court  to  Tiberius, 
then  in  his  retirement  at  Rhodes.  This  the  Em¬ 
peror  reprefented  now  to  the  Senate,  extolled  the 
kind  offices  of  Quirinus,  and  branded  Marcus  LoN 
bus  as  the  author  of  the  perverfe  behaviour  of 
Caius  Cadar  to  himfelf,  and  of  all  the  jarring  be¬ 
tween  them.  In  other  inffances  the  memory  of 
Quirinus  was  not  acceptable  to  the  Senate,  for  his 
deadly  perfection  agai nil  Lepida,  above  recited, 

and  for  his  prevailing  power  and  avarice  in  his  old 
age. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  Caius  Lutorius  Prifcus, 
a  Roman  Knight,  who  had  compofed  a  celebrated 
Poem,  bewailing  the  death  of  Germanicus,  and 

1  4  re- 
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received  a  reward  from  Tiberius,  was  attacked  by 
an  informer.  His  charge  was,  c  That  during  an 
c  illnefs  of  Drufus,he  had  compofed  another,  which, 
if  the  diftemper  proved  mortal,  he  hoped  to  pub- 
lifh  with  a  reward  ftill  greater.’  This  Poem 
Lutorius  had,  in  the  fulnefs  of  vanity  and  oftenta- 
tion,  rehearfed  at  the  houfe  of  Publius  Petronius, 
in  the  prefence  of  Vitellia,  mother-in-law  to  Pe¬ 
tronius,  and  of  other  Ladies  of  quality,  who  were 
all  fummoned  by  the  impleader,  and  all,  except 
Vitellia,  were  terrified  into  a  confeflion  ;  the  alone 
perfifted  that  five  had  heard  nothing.  But  the  evi¬ 
dence  tending  to  deftroy  him  had  moft  credit,  and 
it  was  the  fentence  of  Haterius  Agrippa,  Conful 
e!e<£t,  that  death  fhould  be  his  punifhrnent. 

1  his  v/as  oppofed  by  M.  Lepidus,  who  fpoke 
on  this  wife.  c  Confcript  fathers,  if  we  only  re¬ 
gard,  with  what  abominable  effufions  Lutorius 
Prifcus  has  defied  his  own  foul,  and  the  ears  of 
men,  neither  dungeon,  nor  rope,  nor  indeed  thepu- 
nifhments  peculiar  to  haves,  are  fufficient  for  him. 
But  though  wickednefs  and  enormities  abound 
without  meafure,  yet  fince  in  coercions  and  pe¬ 
nalties,  v/e  mult  obferve  the  limits  fet  by  the 
loderation  of  the  Prince,  fet  by  precedents  made 
by  our  anceftors  and  yourfelves  ;  and  hnce  v/e 
muft  diftinguifh  the  vanity  of  the  head  from  the 
malignity  of  the  heart,  and  words  from  evil 
doings  ;  there  is  room  left  for  a  middle  judgment, 
by  which  neither  his  offence  need  efcape  un- 
punifhed,  nor  v/e  repent  of  our  tendernefs  or  fe- 
verity.  I  have  often  heard  our  Prince  complain, 
when  any  criminal  had,  by  a  defperate  death, 
prevented  his  mercy.  The  life  of  Lutorius  is 
llill  untouched ;  to  fave  it,  will  no  wife  endan¬ 
ger  the  State,  nor  will  the  taking  it  away  have 
any  influence  upon  others.  His  jfudies,  as  they 
are  full  of  wildnefs,  are  like  wife  empty  and  pe- 


rifhing  ^ 


Book  III.  OF  TACITUS.  i77 

4  rilhing ;  neither  is  aught  important  or  terrible  to 
4  be  apprehended  from  one  who  thus  betrays  his 
4  own  follies,  and  makes  his  court  not  to  the  minds 
4  of  men,  but  the  imaginations  of  women.  Let 
•  4  him,  however,  be  expelled  Rome,  interdided 
‘  from  fire  and  water,  and  his  eftate  be  forfeited ; 
4  which  judgment  of  mine  is  the  fame  as  if  he  were 
4  charged  with  high  treafon.’ 

Of  ail  the  Confulars,  only  Rubellius  Blandus 
aftented  to  this  opinion  of  Lepidus  ;  the  reft  voted 
with  Agrippa.  Prifcus  was  led  to  the  dungeon, 
and  inftantiy  put  to  death.  Tiberius,  in  a  Letter 
to  the  Senate,  difcanted  upon  this  proceeding,  with 
his  ulual  doubles  and  ambiguities,  magnified  6  their 
4  tendernefs  and  zeal  in  avenging  thus  with  feverity 
4  even  fuch  flight  injuries  done  to  the  Prince  / 
entreated  them,  4  not  to  be  hidden  in  punifhing  for 
4  words/  he  praifed  Lepidus,  and  cenfured  not 
Agrippa.  Hence  an  order  was  made,  4  that  the 
4  degrees  of  Senate  fhould  not  in  Ids  than  ten 
. 4  days  be  carried  to  the  Exchequer,  and  to  the 
condemned  fo  much  time  fhould  be  granted..* 
But  to  the  Senate  remained  no  liberty  of  revifal  or 

annulling  ;  nor  was  Tiberius  ever  foftened  by 
time.  J 

Caius  Sulpitius  and  Hecimus  Hatenus  were  the 
following  Confuls.  Their  year  was  exempt  from 
diiturbances  abroad,  but  at  home  fome  fevcre  blow 
was  apprehended  againft  luxury,  which  prevailed 
monltrouily  in  all  things  that  create  a  profufion  of 
money.  But  as  the  more  pernicious  articles  of  ex¬ 
pence  were  covered  by  concealing  their  prices, 
therejore  from  the  excefies  of  the  table,,  which 
were  become  the  common  fubject  of  daily  animad- 
verfion,  apprehenlions  were  raifed  of  feme  rwid 
correction  from  a  Prince  who  obferved  himfelf  fh  • 
ancient  parcimony.  For,  Caius  Bibulus  having 
begun  the  complaint,  the  other  riEdiles  took  it  up’ 

^  5  Mid 
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and  argued,  4  That  the  Sumptuary  laws  were  de- 
4  (piled,  the  pomp  and  expence  of  plate  and  enter- 
4  tairiments,  in  fpite  of  reflraints,  increafed  daily, 

4  and  by  moderate  penalties  were  not  to  be  flopped/ 
This  grievance  thus  reprefented  to  the  Senate,  was 
by  them  referred  intire  to  the  Emperor.  Tiberius 
having  long  weighed  with  himfeif  whether  Such  an 
abandoned  propensity  to  prodigality  could  be  Stem¬ 
med,  whether  the  Hemming  it  would  not  bring 
heavier  evils  upon  the  public,  how  difhonourable 
it  would  be  to  attempt  what  could  not  be  effedled, 
or  at  leafl  effected  by  the  difgrace  of  the  nobility, 
and  by  the  Subjecting  illuftrious  men  to  infamous 
punifhments,  wrote  at  lafl  to  the  Senate  in  this 
manner  i: 

4  In  other  matters,  Confcript  Fathers,  perhaps 
4  it  might  be  more  expedient  for  you  to  confult 
4  me  in  the  Senate,  and  for  me  to  declare  there 
4  what  I  judge  for  the  public  weal ;  but  in  the  de- 
4  bate  of  this  affair,  it  was  beft  that  my  eyes  were 
4  withdrawn,  left,  while  you  marked  the  counte- 
4  nances  and  terror  of  particulars  charged  with 
4  Scandalous  luxury,  I  too  Should  have  obferved 
4  them,  and'  as  it  were,  caught  them  in  it.  Had 
4  the  vigilant  /Edifes  firff  afked  counfel  of  me,  I 
4  know°not  whether  I  Should  not  have  advifed 
4  them  rather  to  have  paffed  by  potent  and  invete- 
4  rate  corruptions,.  than  only  maice  it  manifefl,. 
4  what  enormities  are  an  over-match  for  us,.  But 
4  they,  in  truth,  have  done  their  duty,  as  I  would 
4  have  all  other  Mngiftrates  fulfil  theirs.  But,  for 
4  my  Self,  it  is  neither  commendable  to  be  Silent, 
4  nor  does  it  belong  to  my  Station  to  Speak  out.  j 
4  Since  I  neither  bear  the  character  of  an  iEdile, 
• 4  nor  of  a  Praetor,  nor  of  a  ConfuL  Something 
4  Still  greater  and  higher  is  required  of  a  Prince,. 
4  Every  one  is  ready  to  affume  to  himfeif  the  credit: 

4  of  whatever  is  well  done*  whik  upon  the  Prince 

4  alone 
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*  alone  are  thrown  the  mifcarriages  of  all.  But 
4  what  is  it  that  I  am  firft  to  prohibit,  what  ex- 
c  cels  retrench  to  the  ancient  ftandard  ?  Am  I  to 
4  begin  with  that  of  our  country  feats,  fpacious 
4  without  bounds  ;  and  with  the  number  of  do- 
4  meffics,  a  number  diftributed  into  nations  in 
4  private  families  ?  or  with  the  quantity  ot  plate, 

4  filver,  and  gold  ?.  or  with  pictures,  and  the  works, 

4  and  flatues  of  brafs,  the  wonders  of  art  ?  or  with 
4  the  gorgeous  veftments,  promifcuoufiy  worn  by 
4  men  and  women  ?  or  with  what  is  peculiar  to  the 
4  women,  thofe  precious  ftones,  for  the  purchafe 
4  of  which  our  coin  is  carried  into  foreign  and  ho- 
4  ftile  nations  ?  I  am  not  ignorant  that  at  entertain- 
4  ments  and  in  converfation,  thefe  exceffes  are 
4  cenfured,  and  a  regulation  is  required.  Yet  if  an 
4  equal  Law  were  made,  if  equal  penalties  were 
4  prefcribed,  thefe  very  cenfurers  would  loudly  com- 
4  plain,7  44  That  the  State  was  utterly  overturned, 
44  that  fnares  and  deflru&ion  were  prepared  for 
44  every  illuftrious  houfe,  that  no  man  could  be 
44  guiltlefs,  and  all  men  would-  he  the  prey  of  in- 
44  formers.77  4  And  yet  bodily  difeafes  grov/n  in- 
4'  veterate  and.  ifrengthened  by  time,  cannot  be 
4  checked  but  by  medicines  rigid  and  violent ;  it  is 
4  the  fame  with  the  foul,  the  lick  and  raging  foul, 
4  itfelf  corrupted  and  feathering  its  corruption,  is 
4  not  to  be  qualified  but  by  remedies  equally  ftrong 
4 -  with  its  own  flaming  luffs.  -  So  many  Laws  made 
4  by  our  anceftors,  fo  many  added  by  the  deified 
Auguftus,  the  former  being  16ft  in  oblivion,  and 
£  (which  is  more  heinous)  the  latter  in  contempt, 
4  have  only  ferved  to  render  luxury  more  fecure. 
*  When  we  covet  a  thing  yet  unforbidden,  we 
4  are  apt  to  fear  that  it  may  be  forbidden;  but 
4  when  once  we  can  with  impunity  and  defiance 
*'  over-leap  prohibited  bounds,  there  remain  after- 
4  wards  nor  fear  nor  fhame.  How  therefore  did 

16-  Par- 
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‘  Parcimon y  prevail  of  old  ?.  It  was  becaufe  every 
one  was  a  Lav/  to  him  felf,  it  v/as  becaufe  we 
v/ere  then  only  mailers  of  one  City  ;  nor  after- 
vaids,  v/hile  our  dominion  was  confined  only  to 
Italy,  had  we  found  the  fame  inhigations  to  vo- 
luptuoufnefs.  By  foreign  Conquehs  we  learned 
4  to  wafte  the  property  of  others,  and  in  the  Civil 
4  Wars  to  confume  our  own.  What  a  mighty 

*  matter  is  it  that  the  iEdiles  remonllrate  !  how 
little  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  with  others  ? 

4  It  is  wonderful  that  no  body  reprefents.  That 
i  Italy  is  in  conhant  want  of  foreign  fupplies,  that 
the  lives  of  the  Roman  people  are  daily  at  the 

*  mercy  of  uncertain  feas  and  of  tempefts  :  were  it 

*  rot  for  our  fupports  from  the  provinces,  fupports, 

4  by  which  the  mailers,  and  their  haves,  and  their 

euatcs,  are  maintained,  would  our  own  Groves 

*  and  \  illas  maintain  us  ?  This  care  therefore, 

‘  Confcript  Fathers,  is  the  bufmefs  of  the  Prince, 

4  and  by  the  negle£I  of  this  care,  the  foundations 

of  the  ft  ate  v/ould  be  diflolved.  The  cure  of 
4  ether  defeats  depends  upon  our  own  private  fpirits ; 

4  fome  of  us  fhame  will  reclaim,  neceility  will 
4  mend  the  poor,  fatiety  the  rich.  Or  if  any  of 
4  the  Magihrates,  from  a  confidence  of  his  own 
4  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  will  undertake  to 
4  hem  the  progrefs  of  fo  great  an  evil,  he  has  both 
4  my  praifes,  and  my  acknowledgement  that  he 
4  difeharges  me  of  part  of  my  fatigues.  Butiffuch 
4  will  only  impeach  corruptions,  and  when  they 
4  have  gained  the  glory,  would  leave  upon  me  the 
4  indignation,  (indignation  of  their  own  railing  ;) 

4  believe  me,  Confcript  Fathers,  I  am  not  fond  of 
4  bearing  refentments.  I  already  fuffer  many  for 
*  the  Commonwealth,  many  that  are  grievous,  and 
almoh  all  unjuh ;  and  therefore,  with  reafon,  I 
4  entreat  that  I  may  not  be  loaded  with  fuch  as  are 
•  -  6  wantonly 
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<  wantonly  and  vainly  railed,  and  promife  no  ad- 
*  vantage  to  you  nor  to  me. 

The  "Senate  upon  reading  the  Emperor’s  Letter, 
releafed  the  fEdiles  from  this  purfuit ;  and  the 
luxury  of  the  table  which,  from  the  battle  of  Adlium 
till  the  revolution  made  by  Galba,  flowed,  for  the 
fpace  of  an  hundred  years,  in  all  profufion,  at  laft 
gradually  declined.  The  caufes  of  this  change  are 
worth  knowing.  Formerly  the  great  families,  ftg- 
nal  for  nobility  or  for  riches,  were  carried  away 
with  a  paflion  for  magnificence  ;  for  in  thofe  days 
it  was  allowed  to  court  the  good  graces  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  people,  with  the  favour  of  Kings,  and  confe¬ 
derate  Nations,  and  to  be  courted  by  them ;  fo 
that  each  veas  diftinguifhed  by  the  luftre  of  popu¬ 
larity  and  dependences,  in  proportion  to  his  afflu¬ 
ence,  the  fplendour  of  his  houfe,  and  the  figure 
which  he  made.  But  after  Imperial  fury  had  for 
fome  time  raged  in  the  daughter  of  the  Grandees, 
and  great  reputation  brought  fure  deftruclion,  the 
reft  grew  wifer.  Befides,  new  men  frequently 
chofen  Senators  from  the  Municipal  towns,  from 
the  Colonies,  and  even  from  the  Provinces,  brought 
with  them  their  own  domeftic  parcimony ;  and 
though,  by  fortune  or  induftry,  many  of  them 
grew  wealthy  as  they  grew  old,  yet  their  former 
frugal  fpirit  continued.  But  above  all,  Vefpaflan 
proved  the  promoter  of  moderation  and  frugality, 
being  himfelf  the  pattern  of  ancient  Oeconomy  in 
h\s  perfon  and  table ;  hence  the  compliance  of  the 
public  with  the  manners  of  the  Prince,  and  an 
emulation  to  pradiile  them,  an  incitement  more 
prevalent  than  the  terrors  of  Laws  and  all  their  pe¬ 
nalties.  Or,  perhaps,  all  human  things  go  a  cer¬ 
tain  round,  and,  as  there  are  revolutions  of  time, 
there  are  alfo  viciflitudes  in  manners.  Nor,  indeed, 
have  our  anceftors  excelled  us  in  all  things  ;  our 
own  age  has  produced  many  excellencies  worthy  of 
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praife  and  the  imitation  of  pofterity.  Let  us  ftill 
preferv e  this  itiife  in  virtue  with  our  fore-fathers 
Tiberius  having  gained  the  fame  of  moderation 
became,  by  rejeding  the  project  for  reforming  lux¬ 
ury,  he  had  difarrned  the  growing  hopes  of  the 
acculers,  wrote  to  the  Senate,  to  defire  the  Tri¬ 
ennial  Pcwer  for  Drufus.  Augultus  had  devifed 
this,  title  as  beft  fuiting  the  fupreme  power,  while 
avoiding  tne  odious  name  of  King  or  Difiat  r,  he 
yet  wanted  fome  particular  appellation,  under  ’it  to- 
controul  all  other  powers  in  the  State.  He  after¬ 
wards  aflumed  Marcus  Agrippa  into  a  fellowlhip  in 
it,  and,  upon  his  death,  Tiberius,  that  none 
might  doubt  who  was  to  be  his  fuccelTcr.  By  this 
means,  he  conceived,  he  Ihould  defeat  the  afpirinr 
views  of  others  ;  befides,  he  confided  in  the  mode¬ 
ration  of  Tiberius,  and  in  the  mightinefs  of  his 
own  authoi  ity.  By  his  example,  Tiberius  now 
ad\  anced  Drufus  to  a  participation  of  the  fupreme 
Magiltracy,  whereas,  while  Germanicus  yet  lived, 
he  acted  without  diftindion  towards  both.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  Letter,  he  befought  the  Gods,. 
*  That  by  his  counfels  the  Republic  might  profper,’ 
then  added  a  model!  teftimony  concerning  the  qua¬ 
lities  and  behaviour  of  the  young  Prince,  without, 
aggravation  or  falfe  embelhlhments,  ‘  That  he  had 
‘  a  wife  and  three  children,  and  was  of  the  fame 
‘  age  with  himfelf  when  called  by  the  deified  Au- 
‘  gullus  to  that  office  ;  that  Drufus  was  not  now 
‘  by  him  adopted  a  partner  in  the  toils  of  Govern- 
‘  ment,  precipitately,  but  after  eight  years  expe- 
‘  rience  made  of  his  qualifications,  after  feditions- 
‘  fupprefled,  wars  concluded,  the  honour  of  Tri- 
4  umph,  and  two  ConfullhipsP 

The  Senators  had  forefeen  this  addrefs ;  hence 
they  received  it  with  the  more  elaborate  adulation. 
However,  they  could  devife  nothing  to  decree,  but 
4  Statues  to  the  two  Princes,  altars  to  the  Gods, 

‘  triumphal 
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c  triumphal  arches/  and  other  ufual  honours,  only 
that  Marcus  Silanus  drove  to  honour  the  Princes  By 
the  difgrace  of  the  Confulfhip  ;  he  propofed  4  That 
«  all  records,  public  and  private,  diould,  for  their 
‘  date,  be  infcribed  no  more  with  the  names  of 
4  the  Confuls,  but  of  thofe  who  exercifed  theTri- 
4  bunitial  power/  But  Haterius  Agrippa,  by 
moving  to  have  4  the  Decrees  of  that  day  engraved 
4  in  Letters  of  gold,  and  hung  up  in  the  Se- 
*  nate/  became  an  objedl  of  derillon,  for  that,  as 
he  was  an  ancient  man,  he  could  reap  from  his 
mod  abominable  flattery  no  other  fruit  but  that  of. 
infamy. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  Province  of  Africa 
was  continued  to  Junius  Blaefus,  Servius  Malugi- 
nerdis  Pried  of  Jupiter,  demanded  that  of  Alia., 
He  infilled,  4  That  it  was  vainly  alledged,  that 
4  fuch  Prieds  were  not  allowed  to  leave  Italy  ; 

4  that  he  was  under  no  other  redridlion  than  thofe 
1  of  Mars  and  Romulus  ;  and  if  they  were  admitted- 
4  to  the  lots  of  Provinces,  why  were  thofe  of  Ju- 
4  piter  debarred  ?  The  fame  was  neither  adjudged' 
4  by  the  authority  of  the  people,  nor  in  the  books 
4  which  afcertained  the  facred  rites..  Frequently, 

4  when  the  Prieds  of  Jupiter  were  detained  by  lick-* 
4  nels,  or  engaged  in  the  public,  their  function  was 
4  fupplied  by  the  Pontifs.  The  fun&ion  itfelf  lay 
4  unfilled  for  two  and  feventy  years  together,  after 
4  the  death  of  Cornelius  Merula,  and  yet  the  exer- 
4  cife  of  Religion  never  ceafed.  Now  if  in  fuch 
4  a  feries  of  years,  Religion  could  fubfid  unhurt 
4  without  the  creation  of  any  fuch  Pried  at  all, 
4  how  much  eafler  might  his  abfence  be  borne  in 
4  the  exercife  of  the  Proconfular  power,  for  one 
4  year  ?  It  was  to  latiate  private  piques,  if  formerly 
4  the  Prieds  of  Jupiter  were  by  the  chief  Pontiffs 
4  debarred  from  the  Government  of  Provinces.  But 
4  now,  by  the  goodnefs  of  the  Gods,  the  chief 

Pon- 
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c  PontIf*  was  alfo  the  chief  of  men,  a  Pontif  to 
4  whom  emulation,  hatred,  and  other  perfbnal  pre- 
‘  poffeffions,  had  no  accefs.’ 

I  o  thele  his  reafonings  feveral  anfwers  were  made 
by  Lentu lus  the  Augur,  and  others,  but  all  difa- 
greeing,  fo  that  the  refult  was  4  to  wait  for  the 
4  decifion  of  the  fupreme  Pontif.’  Tiberius  in  his 
anfwer  to  the  Senate,  poftponing  his  notice  of  the 
pretenfions  of  the  Prieft  of  Jupiter,  qualified  the 
honours  decreed  to  Drufus  with  the  Tribunitial 
power,  and  efpecially  cenfured  the  c  extravagance 
4  of  the  propofition  for  golden  letters,  as  contrary 
to  the  example  and  ufage  of  Rome.’  Letters 
from  Drufus  were  likewife  read,  and,  though  mo- 
defi:  in  exprefiion,  were  conftrued  to  be  full  of 
haughtinefs  ;  4  Were  all  things  in  the  Rom  an  Rate 
4  fi>  miferably  reverfed,  that  even  a  youth,  one  juft 
‘  diftinguifhed  with  fuch  fupreme  honour,  deigned 
c  not  to  vilit  the  Gods  of  Rome,  nor  appear  in 
‘  Senate,  nor  begin  in  his  native  City  the  aufpices 
4  of  his  dignity  ?  No  war  detained  him  ;  he  had  no 
c  journey  to  make  from  remote  countries,  while  he 
c  was  only  diverting  himfelf  upon  the  lakes  and 
‘  fhores  of  Campania,  and  pleafure  his  chief  avo- 
1  cation.  With  fuch  tuition  was  he  prepared  the 
4  future  ruler  of  human  kind  !  this  the  leflbn  he 
‘  had  learnt  from  the  maxims  of  his  fathers  !  In 
‘  truth,  the  Emperor  himfelf,  an  ancient  man, 

4  might  find  uneafinefs  in  living  under  the  eye  of 
4  the  public,  and  plead  a  life  already  fatigued  with 
4  age  and  occupations  ;  but  what  befides  pride  and 
4  ftatelinefs  could  obftruCt  Drufus  ?’ 

Tiberius,  while  he  fortified  the  vitals  of  his  own 
domination,  afforded  the  Senate  a  fhadow  of  their 
ancient  JurifdiTion,  by  referring  to  their  exami¬ 
nation  petitions  and  claims  from  the  Provinces- 
For  there  had  now  prevailed  amongft  the  Greek 
Cities  a  latitude  pf  infiituting  Sanctuaries  at  plea- 

fure» 
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fure.  Hence  the  Temples  were  filled  with  the 
inoft  profligate  fugitive  flaves  ;  here  debtors  found 
protection  againft  their  creditors,  and  hither  were 
admitted  fucbuas  were  purfued  for  capital  crimes. 
Nor  was  any  authority  found  fufHcient  to  bridle 
the  feditious  zeal  of  the  people,  thus  defending  the 
villainies  of  men,  as  if  the  fame  were  the  facred 
inftitutions  of  the  Deities.  It  was  therefore  or¬ 
dered,  that  thefe  cities  fhould  fend  deputies  to  re- 
prefent  their  claims.  Some  voluntarily  relinquifhed 
the  privileges  which  they  had  arbitrarily  aflumed  ; 
many  confided  in  their  right,  from  the  antiquity  of 
their  fuperftitions,  or  their  fervices  to  the  Roman 
people.  Glorious  to  the  Senate  was  the  appearance 
of  that  day,  when  the  grants  from  our  anceftors, 
the  engagements  of  our  confederates,  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  Kings,  fuch  Kings  who  had  reigned  as 
yet  independent  of  the  Roman  power,  and  when 
even  the  inftitutions,  facred  to  the  Gods,  were 
new  all  fubjecled  to  their  infpedtion,  and  their 
judgment  free,  as  of  old,  to  ratify  or  abolifh  with 
abfolute  power. 

Firft  of  all  the  Ephefians  applied,  and  alledged, 
that  4  Diana  and  Apollo  were  not  born  at  Delos, 

*  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar.  In  their 
c  territory  flowed  the  river  Cenchris,  where  alfo 
c  flood  the  Ortygian  Grove ;  there  the  big-bellied 
c  Latona,  leaning  upon  an  Olive-tree,  which  even 
1  then  remained,  was  delivered  of  thefe  Deities, 

*  and  thence  by  their  appointment,  the  Grove  be- 
‘  came  facred.  Thither  Apollo  himfelf,  after  his 
£  daughter  of  the  Cyclops,  retired  for  a  fanCluary 
4  from  the  wrath  of  Jupiter.  Soon  after  the  vi&o~ 
c  rious  Bacchus  pardoned  the  fuppliant  Amazons, 

4  who  fought  refuge  at  the  Altar  of  Diana.  By 

the  conceflion  of  Hercules,  when  he  reigned  in 
4  Lydia,  her  Temple  was  dignified  with  an  aug¬ 
mentation  of  immunities,  nor  during  the  Perfian 

4  monarchy 
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€  monarchy  were  they  abridged ;  they  were  next 
4  maintained  by  the  Macedonians,  and  then  by 
4  us.’  7 

The  Magndians  next  afferted  their  claim,  found- 
Cu  on  an  eilablifhment  of  Lucius  Scipio,  confirmed 
by  another  of  Sylla ;  the  former,  after  the  defeat 
of  Antiochus,  the  latter  after  that  of  Mithridates, 
having,  as  a  telfimony  of  the  faith  and  bravery  of 
the  Magnefians,  dignified  their  Femple  of  the  Leu- 
cophrynean  Diana  with  the  privileges  oh  an  invio¬ 
lable  Sanctuary.  After  them,  the  Aphrodifians  and 
Stratoniceans  produced  a  grant  from  Caefar  the 
Dictator,  for  their  early  fervices  to  his  party,  and 
another  lately  from  Auguflus,  with  a  commendation 
inferted,  4  that  v/ith  zeal  unfhaken  towards  the  Ro~ 
4  man  people,  they  had  borne  the  irruption  of  the 
4  Parthians.’  But  theie  tv/o  people  adored  diffe¬ 
rent  Deities  ;  Aphrodifium  was  a  city  devoted  to 
V  enus,  that  of  Stratonicea  maintained  the  worfhip 
of  Jupiter  and  of  Diana  Trivia.  Thofe  of  Hiero- 
caefarea  exhibited  claims  of  higher  antiquity,  4  that 
4  they  poffeffed  the  Perlian  Diana,  and  her  Temple 
4  confecrated  by  King  Cyrus.’  They  likewife 
pleaded  the  authorities  of  Perpenna,  Ifauricus,  and 
of  many  more  Roman  Captains,  who  had  allowed 
the  lame  facred  immunity,  not  to  the  temple  only, 
but  to  a  precindf  two  miles  round  it.  Thofe  of 
Cyprus  pleaded  right  of  fandtuary  to  three  of  their 
Temples,  the  moft  ancient  founded  by  Aerias  to 
the  Paphian  Venus,  another  by  his  fon  Amathus 
to  the  Amathufian  Venus,  the  third  to  the  Sala- 
minian  Jupiter  by  Teucer,  the  fon  of  Telamon, 
when  he  fled  from  the  fury  of  his  father. 

The  deputies  too  of  other  cities  were  heard.  But 
the  Senate,  tired  with  fo  many,  and  becaufe  there 
was  a  contention  begun  amongff  particular  parties 
for  particular  cities,  gave  poweryo  the  Confuls,  4  to 
4  fearch  into  the  validity  of  their  feveral  preten- 

4  fions. 
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11  lions,  and  whether  in  them  no  fraud  was  inter- 
4  Woven,  with  orders  to  lay  the  whole  matter  once 
4  more  before  the  Senate/  The  Confuls  reported, 
that,  befides  the  cities  already  mentioned,  4  they  had 
4  found  the  Temple  of  /Efculapius  at  Pergamos  to 
4  be  a  genuine  SanRuary.  The  rell  claimed  upon 
4  originals,  from  the  darknefs  of  antiquity,  alto- 
4  gether  obfcure.  Smyrna  particularly  pleaded  an 
4  oracle  of  Apollo,  in  obedience  to  which  they 
4  had  dedicated  a  Temple  to  Venus  Stratonices  ; 

4  as  did  the  Ifle  of  Tenos  an  oracular  order  from 
4  the  fame  God,  to  eredl  to  Neptune  a  Statue  and 
4  Temple.  Sardis  urged  a  later  authority,  name- 
4  ly,  a  grant  from  the  Great  Alexander ;  and 
4  Miletus  infilled  on  one  from  King  Darius  :  as  to 
4  the  Deities  of  thefe  two  cities,  one  worfhipped 
4  Diana,  the  other,  Apollo,  and  Crete  too  de- 
4  manded  the  privilege  of  Sanctuary  to  a  Statue  of 
4  the  deified  Augulrus/  Hence  divers  orders  of 
Senate  were  made,  by  which,  though  great  reve¬ 
rence  was  expreffed  towards  the  Deities,  yet  the 
extent  of  the  Sanctuaries  was  limited,  and  the  feve- 
ral  people  were  injoyned  4  to  hang  up  in  each 
4  Temple  the  prefent  Decree,  engraven  in  brafs, 
4  as  a  facred  Memorial,  and  a  reftraint  ap-ainft  their 
4  lapfing,  under  the  colour  of  Religion,  into  claims 
4  of  fuperflition  and  pre-eminence/ 

At  the  fame  time,  a  vehement  diflemper  having 
feized  Livia,  obliged  the  Emperor  to  haiten  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Rome ;  feeing  the  mother  and  fon  lived 
hitherto  in  apparent  unanimity,  or  perhaps  mu¬ 
tually  difguifed  their  hate  ;  for,  not  long  before, 
Livia,  having  dedicated  a  Statue  to  the  deified  Au- 
guflus,  near  the  Theatre  of  Marcellus,  had  the 
name  of  Tiberius  infcribed  after  her  own.  This 
he  was  believed  to  have  relented  heinoufly,  as  a 
degrading  the  dignity  of  the  Prince,  but  to  have 
lmothered  his  refentment  under  dark  diffimulation# 
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p  •  n  i  .  v  juiuuiuiuii  or  me 

C  It  f[ld  theirs’  ‘  for  that  at  no  time  had  the 
tler ,  s  arnved  to  fo  much  pre-eminence  :  but 


t  jVj®  Auguftal  fraternity,  they  were  therefore 
added,  becaule  they  exercit'ed  a  Priefthood  necu- 
Jiar  to  that  family  for  which  the  prefent  vows 


‘  and  folemnities  were  made.’ 

T  • 


r  .  ?  *  j  i  i -  ~  ...  vutti 

Ot  particular  men,  unlefs  they  are  memorable  for 


reis  no  inftance  of  virtue,  and  that  by  the  dread 


of  future  infamy  and  thecenfures  of  Pofterity,  men 
may  be  deterred  from  deteftable  a&ions  and  pro- 
ihtute  fpeeches.  In  fhort,  fuch  was  the  abomina¬ 
tion  of  thofe  times,  fo  prevailing  the  contagion  of 
ftaUery,  that  not  only  the  fir  ft  Nobles,  whofe  ob¬ 
noxious  fplendour  found  protection  in  obfequiouf- 
tiefs,  but  all  who  had  been  Confuls,  a  great  part 
of  fuch  as  had  been  Praetors,  and  even  many  of  the 
unregiflered  Senators,  Prove  for  Priority  in  the 
vilenefs  and  excefs  of  their  votes.  There  is  a  tra¬ 
dition,  that  Tiberius,  as  often  as  he  went  out  of 
the  Senate,  was  wont  to  cry  out  in  Greek,  Oh 
men  prepared  for  bondage  !  Even  he  who  could  not 
bear  public  liberty,  naufeated  this  proftitute  tame- 
nefs  of  fiaves. 

Hence  by  degrees  they  proceeded  from  a<5fs  of 
abafement  to  thofe  of  vengeance.  Caius  Silanus, 
Proconiul  of  Alia,  accufed  by  thefe  our  Allies  of 


robbing 
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robbing  the  public,  was  impleaded  by  Mamercus 
Scaurus  once  Conful,  Junius  Otho  Praetor,  and 
Brutidius  Niger  iEdile.  They  charged  him  with 
4  violating  the  Divinity  of  Augudus,  and  with 
4  defpifing  the  Majedy  of  Tiberius.’  Mamercus 
boafted,  that  he  imitated  the  great  examples  of 
old,  4  that  Lucius  Cotta  was  accufed  by  Scipio, 
4  Servius  Galba  by  Cato  the  Cenfor,  Publius  Ru~ 
4  tilius  by  Marcus  Scaurus.’  As  if  fuch  crimes 
as  thefe  had  been  ever  avenged  by  Scipio  and  Cato, 
or  by  that  very  Scaurus,  whom  this  Mamercus  his 
great  grandfon,  and  the  reproach  of  his  progenitors, 
was  now  difgracing  by  the  vile  occupation  of  an 
informer  !  The  old  employment  of  Junius  Otho, 
was  that  of  a  fchool-mafter.  Thence  being  by  the 
power  of  Sejanus  created  a  Senator,  he  laboured  by 
notorious  attempts  to  triumph  over  the  bafenefs  of 
his  original.  Brutidius  abounded  in  worthy  accom- 
plifhments,  and,  had  he  proceeded  in  the  upright 
road,  was  in  the  ready  way  to  every  the  mod:  diftin- 
guifhed  honour ;  but  eagernefs  hurried  him,  while 
he  pufhed  to  furpafs  firlt  his  equals,  afterwards  his 
fuperiors,  and  at  lad  his  own  very  hopes  ,  a  courfe 
which  has  overwhelmed  even  many  virtuous  men, 
who,  fcorning  acquirements  that  came  flow,  but 
attended  with  fecurity,  grafped  at  fuch  as  were 
fudden,  though  linked  to  deftru&ion. 

Gellius  Poplicola,  and  Marcus  Paconins,  in- 
creafed  the  number  of  the  accufers,  the  former 
Quseflor  to  Silanus,  the  other  his  Lieutenant.  Nei¬ 
ther  was  it  doubted  but  the  accufed  was  guilty  of 
cruelty  and  extortion.  But  he  was  befet  with  3 
feries  of  hardfhips,  dangerous  even  to  the  innocent, 
when,  befides  fo  many  Senators,  his  foes,  he  was 
to  reply  fingle  to  the  mod:  eloquent  pleaders  of  all 
Ada,  chofen  purp.ofely  to  accufe  him,  ignorant 
himfelf  of  pleading,  and  befet  with  capital  terrors, 

a  cir* 
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a  circumftance  which  difables  the  moft  pra£Hfed 
Eloquence.  Neither  did  Tiberius  fpare  him,  but, 
with  an  angry  voice  and  countenance,  daunted  and 
interrupted  him  with  inceftknt  queftions  ;  nor  was  he 
allowed  to  rerute  or  evade  them,  nay,  was  often 
forced  to  confefs,  left  the  Emperor  fhould  have 
afked  in  vain.  The  Haves  too  of  Silanus,  in  order 
to  be  examined  by  torture,  were  delivered  in  fale 
to  the  City-fteward ;  and  that  none  of  his  rela¬ 
tions  might  engage  to  aftift  him,  when  his  life  was 
thus  at  ftake,  crimes  of  treafon  were  fubjoined,  a 
fare  bar  to  all  help,  and  a  feal  upon  their  lips. 
Having  therefore  requefted  an  interval  of  a  few 
days,  he  dropped  all  defence,  and  tried  the  Empe¬ 
ror  by  a  Memorial,  in  which  he  menaced  him  with 
the  public  odium,  and  blended  expoftulations  with 
prayers. 

Tiberius,  the  better  to  palliate  by  precedent  his 
purpofes  againft  Silanus,  caufed  to  be  recited  a  Re¬ 
presentation  from  Auguftus,  concerning  Volefus 
MefTala,  Proconful  of  the  fame  province,  and  the 
Decree  of  Senate  made  againft  him.  He  then 
alked  Lucius  Pifo  his  opinion.  Pifo,  after  a  long 
preface  of  the  Emperor’s  clemency,  propofed  c  to 
c  interdict  Silanus  from  fire  and  water,  and  to  ba- 

*  nifh  him  into  the  illand  Gyarus/  The  reft 
voted  the  fame  thing,  only, that  Cneius  Lentulus 
moved,  {  that  the  eftate  defcending  from  his  mother 

*  Cornelia,  fhould  be  diftinguifhed  from  his  own, 
c  and  reftored  to  his  fon.’  Tiberius  affented.  But, 
Cornelius  Dolabella,  purfuing  his  old  ftrain  of  adu¬ 
lation,  and  having  firft  exposed  the  morals  of  Si¬ 
lanus,  added,  c  that  no  man  of  profligate  manners, 

‘  and  marked  with  infamy,  fhould  be  admitted  to 

*  the  lot  of  Provinces  ;  and  of  this  their  chara&er 
c  the  Prince  was  to  judge.  Tranfgreflions,  he 
i  faid,  were  pumfhed  by  the  Laws  5  but  how  much 

3  i  more 
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4  more  merciful  would  it  be  to  prevent  tranfgref- 
4  fors  !  more  merciful  to  the  men  themfelves,  more 
4  to  the  Provinces/ 

Againft  this  Tiberius  reafoned,  4  that  in  truth 
4  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  prevailing  rumours 
4  concerning  the  condu£l  of  Silanus ;  but  eftablifh- 
4  ments  mull  not  be  built  upon  rumours.  In  the 
4  adminiftration  of  Provinces,  many  had  difap- 
4  pointed  our  hopes,  and  many  our  fears.  Some 
4  were,  by  the  great  weight  of  affairs,  roufed  into 
4  vigilance  and  amendment,  others  degenerated  and 
4  funk  under  them.  The  prince  could  not  within 
4  his  own  view  comprize  all  things,  nor  was  it  at 
4  all  expedient  for  him  to  make  himfeif  anfwerable 
4  for  the  chara&ers  of  other  men  engaged  in  pur- 
4  fuits  of  ambition.  Laws  were  therefore  appointed 
4  againft  facte  committed,  becaufe  all  things  future 
4  2re  hid  in  uncertainty.  Such  were  the  inftitu- 
4  tious  of  our  anceftors,  that  if  crimes  preceded, 
4  punifhments  were  to  follow.  Nor  fhould  they 
4  change  eftablifhments  wifely  contrived  and  always 
4  approved.  The  Prince  had  already  fufficiency  of 
4  burdens,  and  even  fufficiency  of  power ;  the  au- 
4  thority  of  the  Laws  decreafed  when  that  of  the 
4  prince  advanced,  nor  was  Sovereignty  to  be  ex- 
4  ercifed  where  the  Laws  would  ferve/  A  popu¬ 
lar  fpeech,  and  the  more  joyfully  heard,  as  a£te 
of  popularity  were  rare  with  Tiberius.  To  it  he 
added,  prudent  as  he  was  in  mitigating  excefles, 
where  his  own  proper  refentments  did  not  controul 
him,  4  that  Gyarus  was  an  unhofpitable  ifland,  and 
4  devoid  of  human  culture  ;  that,  in  favour  to  the 
4  Junian  family,  and  to  a  Patrician  lately  of  their 
4  own  order,  they  fhould  allow  him  for  his  place 
4  of  exile  the  ifle-of  Cythera ;  that  this  too  was  the 
4  requeft  of  Torquata,  the  lifter  of  Silanus,  a 
4  V eftal  virgin  of  primitive  fanftity.’  This  motion 
prevailed. 


The 
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The  Cyrenians  were  afterwards  heard,  and  Cc~ 
fius  Cordus,  charged  by  them,  and  impleaded  by 
Anchanus  i  ulcus,  for  plundering  the  Province, 
was  condemned.  Lucius  Ennius,  a  Roman  Knight* 
was  impeached  of  Treafon,  ‘  for  that  he  had  con- 
‘  verted  an^  effigies  of  the  Prince  into  common  ufes 

of  filver  ;  but  Tiberius  withftood  admitting  him 
as  a  criminal.  Againft  this  acquittal  Ateius"  Ca- 
pito  openly  declared  his  proteft  from  an  affixed 
fp'irit  of  liberty ;  «  for  that  the  Emperor  ought  not 

*  t0  fnatch  from  the  fathers  the  power  of  penal- 

*  ties,  nor  ought  fuch  a  mighty  iniquity  to  pafs 
4  unpunifhed ;  he,  indeed,  might  be  paffive  under 

*  his  own  grievances;  but  let  him  not  give  up 
c  the  indignation  of  the  Senate,  and  the  injuries 
4  done  the  Commonwealth/  Tiberius  confidered 
rather  the  drift  of  thefe  words  than  the  expreffion, 
and  perfiRed  in  his  interpofition.  The  infamy  of 
Capita  was  the  more  fignal,  becaufe,  learned  as 
he  was  in  Laws  human  and  divine,  he  thus  de- 
bafed  the  dignity  of  the  State,  and  his  own  perfo- 
nal  accompliihments. 

The  next  was  a  religious  debate,  in  what  Temple 
to  place  the  gift  vowed  by  the  Roman  Knights  to 
f  ortune  Riled  the  Equejtnan ,  for  the  recovery  of 
Livia  ;  for,  though  in  the  city  were  many  Temples 
to  this  Goddefs,  yet  none  had  that  title.  At  laft 
it  was  difcovered  that  at  Antium  was  one  thus 
named  ;  and  as  all  the  religious  Inftitutions  in  the 
cities  of  Italy,  all  the  Temples  and  Statues  of  the 
Deities,  were  included  in  the  jurifdi&ion  and  fo- 
vereignty  of  Rome,  the  gift  was  ordered  to  be  pre- 
fented  there.  While  matters  of  Religion  were  on 
foot,  the  anfwer  lately  deferred,  concerning  Servius 
Maluginenfis,  Prieft  of  Jupiter,  was  now  produced 
by  Tiberius,  who  recited  a  Statute  of  the  Pontifs, 

4  that  when  the  Prieft  of  Jupiter  was  taken  ill,  he 
‘  might,  with  the  confent  gf  the  chief  Pontif,  be 

4  abfent 
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€  abfent  two  nights,  except  on  days  of  public  fa- 
c  crifice,  and  never  more  than  twice  in  the  fame 
c  year/  This  regulation,  made  under  Auguftus, 
fufficiently  fhewed,  that  a  year’s  abfence,  and  the 
adminiftration  of  Provinces,  were  not  allowed  to 
the  Priefts  of  Jupiter.  He  likewife  quoted  the 
example  of  Lucius  Metellus,  Chief  Pontif,  who 
retrained  to  Rome  Aulus  Poftumius,  who  was 
under  that  character.  So  the  lot  of  Afia  was  con¬ 
ferred  on  that  Confular  who  was  next  in  feniority 

to  Maluginenfis. 

•  ^ 

iDumig  tins  time,  Lepidus  nlked  leave  of*  the 
Senate,^  to  ffrengthen  and  beautify  at  his  expence 
the  Balilic  of  Paulus,  a  peculiar  Monument  of  the 
/Emilian  family.  For  even  then  it  was  ufual  with 
private  men  to  be  magnificent  in  public  ftructures 
Nor  had  Auguffus  blamed  Taurus,  Philippus,  or 
Baibus,  for  applying  their  overflowing  wealth,  or 
the  fpoils  of  the  enemy,  towards  the  decoration  of 
the  City,  and  the  perpetuation  of  their  own  fame. 
By  their  example  Lepidus,  though  but  moderately 
nch,  revived  the  venerable  glory  of  his  Anceftors. 
But  as  the  Theatre  of  Pompey  was  confumed  by 
accidental  fire,  Tiberius  undertook  to  rebuild  it 
beeaufe  none  of  the  family  were  equal  to  the  chaw 
and  promifed  that  it  fhould,  however,  be  ftill 
caded  by  the  name  of  Pompey.  At  the  fame  time. 
He  celebrated  the  praifes  of  Sejanus,  and  to  his  vi~ 
gi.ance  and  efforts  afenbed  it,  that  a  flame  fo  vio- 
lent  was  Popped  at  one  building  only.  Hence  the 
batners  decreed  a  Statue  to  Sejanus,  to  be  placed 
upon  the  Theatre  of  Pompey.  Nor  was  it  loner 
after  that  the  Emperor,  when  he  dignified  funius 
Blefus  with  the  enfigns  of  Triumph,  declared, 

iaims  Rlefn°Ur  t0  StmS  he  did  k’’  for’  t0  Sc- 
janus,  filefus  was  uncle. 

tmth  d/tv  thr  ad'0^  °f Blefus  were  entitled  to  Co 

VolE^01’  Iacf3ruias>  though  often 
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repulfed,  yet  Hill  repairing  his  forces  in  the  heart 
of  Africa,  had  arrived  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  arrogance, 
that  he  fent  Embafiadors  to  Tiberius,  with  de¬ 
mands  4  for  a  fettlement  to  himfelf,  and  his  army,' 
otherwife  he  threatened  4  everlafting  war.’  They 
fay  that  upon  no  occafion  did  ever  Tiberius,  for 
any  infult  offered  himfelf,  and  the  Roman  name, 
manifeff  a  more  fenfible  indignation ;  4  that  a  de- 
4  lerter  and  a  robber  fhould  prefume  to  offer  terms, 
*  like  an  equal  foe ;  when  even  to  Spartacus  no 
4  conceffion  was  made  of  being  received  and  treated 
4  under  the  fandtion  of  the  public  faith,  while,  after 
4  the  Daughter  of  fo  many  Confular  armies,  he 
4  Hill  carried,  with  impunity,  fire  and  defolation 
4  through  Italy ;  though  the  Commonwealth  was 
4  then  gafping  under  two  mighty  wars,  with  Serto- 
4  rious  and  Mithridates.  Much  lefs  was  T acfarinas, 
4  a  free-booter,  to  be  bought  off  by  terms  of  peace 
4  and  conceffion  of  lands,  whild  the  Roman  people 
4  enjoyed  the  highefi:  pitch  of  glory  and  power.' 
Hence  he  commiffioned  Blefus,  4  to  enage  by  the 
4  hopes  of  indemnity  all  his  followers,  to  lay  down 
4  their  arms ;  but  to  get  into  his  hands  the  leader 
4  himfelf,  by  whatever  means.5 

So  that  by  this  pardon  many  were  brought  over, 
and  the  war  was  forthwith  profecuted  againft  him 
by  firatagems,  not  unlike  his  own.  For  as  he, 
who  in  (Length  of  men  was  unequal,  but  in  arts  of 
Health  and  pillaging  fuperior,  made  his  incurfions 
in  feparate  bands,  and  thence  could  at  once  elude 
any  attack  of  ours,  and  harafs  us  by  ambufhes  of  his  ; 
fo  on  ouf  fide,  three  diftinH  routes  were  refolved, 
and  three  feveral  bodies  formed.  Scipio,  the  Pro- 
confuPs  Lieutenant,  commanded  on  that  quarter 
whence  Tacfarinas  made  his  depredations  upon  the 
Leptitanians,  and  then  his  retreat  among#  the  Ga- 
ramantes.  In  another  quarter  Blefus  the  fon  led 
v  band  of  his  own,  to  protcH  the  territory  of  the 

■  Cir- 
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Cirtenfians  from  ravages;  between  both  marched 
the  Proconful  himfelf,  with  the  flower  of  the  army, 
erecting  forts,  and  catting  up  entrenchments  in 
convenient  places.  By  thefe  difpofitions  he  forely 
cramped  the  foe,  and  rendered  all  their  movements 
dangerous ;  for,  which  ever  way  they  turned,  Hill 
fome  party  of  the  Roman  forces  was  upon  them, 
in  ft  on  t,  in  flank,  and  often  at  their  heels  ;  and  by 
this  means  many  were  flain,  or  made  prifoners. 
This  triple  army  was  again  fplit  by  Blefus  into 
bands  llill  fmaller,  and  over  each  a  Centurion  of 
tried  bravery  placed.  Neither  did  lie,  as  ufual  at 
the  end  of  the  feafon,  draw  oft'  his  forces  from  the 

1  j  n°r  t*lem  *nt0  winter-quarters  in  the 

old  _  Province ;  but,  as  in  the  firll  heat  of  war, 

having  raifed  more  forts,  he  difpatched  light  parties 
acquainted  with  the  wildernefs,  who  drove  Tac- 
farinas  before  them,  continually  fhifting  his  huts  • 
till,  having  taken  his  brother,  he  retreated,  too  fud- 
denly  however  for  the  good  of  the  province,  as 
theae  weie  ftill  left  behind  inftruments  to  rekindle 
the  war.  But  Tiberius  took  it  for  concluded,  and 
hxewife  granted  to  Blefus  that  he  fhould  be  by  the 
Legions  faluted  Imperator,  an  ancient  honour,  ufu- 
afly  done  to  the  old  Roman  Captains,  who,  upon 
their  fuccefsful  exploits  for  their  country,  were  in 
the  fhouts  and  vehemence  of  viftory,  thus  com¬ 
plimented  by  their  armies  ;  and  there  have  been  at 
once  fevera!  liberators,  without  any  pre-eminence 
of  one  over  the  reft.  It  was  a  title7  voudSd  m 
fome,  even  by  Auguftus,  and  now,  for  the  laft 
time,  by  1  ibenus  to  Blefus. 

This  year  died  two  illuftrious  Romans,  Afinius 
Saloninus,  fplendid  in  his  relations  and  defeent  • 
as  Marcus  Agnppa  and  Afinius  Pollio  were  his 

bethrothed'to  h“  ^  br°ther’  and  himfelf 

Ateiuf f'n  hC|  En?Perors  grand-daughter;  and 

A.ems  Capito,  already  mentioned,  in  civil  acquire- 

^  2  ments 
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ments  the  principal  man  in  Rome ;  as  to  defcent, 
his  grand-father  was  only  a  Centurion  under  Sylla, 
but  his  father  arrived  to  the  Praetorfhip.  Auguftus 
had  pufhed  him  early  into  the  Confulfhip,  that,  by 
the  grandeur  of  that  office,  he  might  be  fet  above 
Antiftius  Labeo,  who  excelled  in  equal  accom- 
plifhments  ;  for  that  age  produced  together  thele 
two  ornaments  of  peace.  But  Labeo  preferred 
unftained  a  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  thence  was  more 
the  objedf  of  popular  renown;  while  Capito gained 
by  obfequioufnefs  greater  credit  with  thofe  who 
bore  rule.  The  former,  as  he  was  never  fuffered 
to  rife  beyond  the  Prsetorlhip,  met  with  matter  of 
praife  from  a  fource  of  injury  ;  to  the  other,  with 
the  glory  of  the  Confulate,  accrued  likewife  the 
envy,  and  with  envy  hatred. 

Junia  too,  now  fixty-four  years  after  the  battle 
of  Philippi,  finifhed  her  courfe  ;  the  niece  of  Cato, 
filter  of  Brutus,  and  wife  of  Caffius.  Her  Will 
made  much  noife  amongft  the  populace ;  for  that 
being  immenfely  rich,  and  having  honourably  di- 
ftinguifhed  with  legacies  almoft  all  the  great  men  of 
Rome,  fhe  omitted  Tiberius  ;  an  omiffion  which 
he  took  civilly,  nor  hindered  her  Panegyric  from 
being  pronounced  in  public,  nor  her  Funeral  from 
being  celebrated  with  other  cuftomary  folemnities. 
Before  it  were  borne  the  Images  of  twenty  the  moft 
noble  families,  the  Manlii,  the  Quinbxii,  and  other 
names  of  equal  luftre  ;  but  iuperior  to  all  (hone 
Caffius  and  Brutus,  on  this  very  account,  that  their 
Images  were  not  with  the  reft  feen  now. 
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The  S  U  M  M  A  R  Y. 

*The  life  and  character  of  Sejanus,  captain  of  the  Prca* 
tori  an  guards.  His  arts  and  wicked  courfes  to  gain 
the  Empire .  His  court  to  the  Soldiery  and  Senate  ; 
he  debauches  the  younger  Livia,  wife  to  Drufus  the 
Ejnperor  s  Jon,  and  prompts  her  io  poij on  her  hufband . 
The  adminijlration  changes  for  the  worfe ,  chiefly  by 
his  means.  Its  lenity  and plauflblenefs  hitherto.  Ti¬ 
berius,  upon  the  death  of  Druius,  recommends  to  the 
Senate,  the  two  f on s  of  Germanicus.  Sejanus,  in 
purfuitof  his  dcflgns ,  lays  friar  es  for  Agrippina  and 
her  Children.  Tiberius  hears  the  deputies  of  divers 
cities  and  provinces.  The  Players  and  Pantomimes, 
for  their  mfolcnt  behaviour ,  banflocd from  Italy.  A 
new  priefl  of  Jupiter,  with  new  regulations  ab.ut 
his  office.  The  zeal  of  the  Pent  if  and  other  Ma- 
HPffflf  towards  the  Jons  of  Germanicus,  refented 
fy  I  iberius,  and  of  fatal  tendency  to  the  young 

^  3  Princes , 
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P>  nnces.  C.  Silius  his  accufation  and  condemnation, 
A  capital  charge  againjl  Cn.  Pifo,  C.  Caffius,  and 
Plautius  Silvanus.  The  war  raifed  by  Tacfarinas 
in  Africa ,  ended  by  the  conduct  of  P.  Dolabella ; 
Tacfarinas  hinfelf  fiain.  A  fervile  war  ready  to 
break  out  in  Italy ,  but  prefently Jupprefied.  Vi- 

bius  Serenus  accufed  of  treaf on  by  his  own  fon .  P. 
Suilius  and  others  condemned,  particularly  Cremutius 
Cordus  the  Hiforian ,  for  praifmg  Brutus  and 
Caflius — his  fine  defence  and  voluntary  death.  Bis 
book  ordered  to  be  burnt ,  yet  continued  to  be  read. 
The  City  of  Cyficus  bereft  of  its  liberties.  Tiberius 
rejects  the  offer  if  a  temple  and  divine  honours  from 
the  people  of  Spain.  Sejanus,  as  a  fiep  to  empire , 
defires  the  widow  of  Drufus  in  marriage .  The  art ~ 
ful  anfwcr  and  refvfal  of  Tiberius. —  Sejanus, 
alarmed  by  this ,  devijes  the  removal  of  the  Emperor 
from  Rome.  Deputies  from  Greece  heard  concern - 
ing  their  right  to  certain  Janftuaries,  L.  Pifo  com - 
warding  as  Prator  in  Spain,  murdered  by  a  Pea- 
fant.  The  Thracians  of  the  higher  country  revolt , 
and  are  J'ubdued by  Poppaeus  Sabinus*  ivho  is  thence 
honoured  zvith  the  triumphal  ornaments.  Claudia 
Pulchra  accujed  of  adultery  and  condemned .  Agrip¬ 
pina  defires  leave  of  the  Emperor  to  marry ,  but 
is  refufed.  A  contefi  between  eleven  Afiatic  cities 
about  erecting  a  Temple  io  Tiberius :  Smyrna  is 
preferred  to  all  the  refi,  Tiberius  retires  from 
Rome .  His  great  peril  in  a  certain  cave  :  Sejanus, 
to  Jave  the  Emperor,  expojes  hwifelf :  Bence  the 
frefh  increafe  of  his  power.  He  juborns  infiruments 
to  procure  the  deftrvMion  of  Nero,  the  eldefi  fin  of 
Germanicus,  with  a  further  purpfe  to  overthrow 
his  whole  houfe.  The  tragical  accident  at  Fidence 
from  the  fall  of  the  Theatre  there,  whence  many 
thoujancls  perijhed.  A  great  fire  at  Rome.  The 
Emperor  Jhuts  hinf  elf  up  in  the  ifiand  Caprea \ 
Titus  Sabinus,  a  faithful  friend  io  Germanicus 

and 
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and  his  family ,  wuked'y  enfnared  and  betrayed. 
Hi  j  tragical  doom ,  and  its  effects  upon  the  minds  Gf 
men.  The  death  of  Julia,  grand-daughter  of  Au- 
gudus.  The  Frifans  revolt ;  the  unfuccejsful  at¬ 
tempts  of  Lucius  Apronius  to  fubdue  them .  Agrip¬ 
pina  the  younger  given  in  marriage  to  Cn.  Do- 
mitius. 

WHEN  Caius  Afinius  and  Caius  Antidius 
were  ConfuJs,  Tiberius  was  in  his  ninth 
year,  the  ft  ate  compofed,  and  his  family  flourifhing 
(for  the  death  of  Germanicus  he  reckoned  amongd 
the  incidents  of  his  profperity)  when  fuddenly  for¬ 
tune  began  to  grow  boiderous,  and  he  himfelf  to 
tyrannize,  or  to  furnifh  others  with  the  weapons 
of  tyranny.  The  beginning  and  caufe  of  this  turn 
arofe  from  JEUus  Sejanus,  Captain  of  the  Praetorian 
Cohorts.  Of  his  power  I  have  above  made  men¬ 
tion  ;  I  (hall  now  explain  his  original,  his  manners, 
and  by  what  black  deeds  he  drove  to  fnatch  the 
Sovereignty.  He  was  bom  at  Vulfinii,  fon  to 
Sejus  Strabo,  a  Roman  Knight ;  in  his  early  youth 
he  was  a  follower  of  Caius  Caefar  (grand- fon  of 
Auguftus)  and  lay  then  under  the  contumely  of 
having  for  hire  expofed  himfelf  to  the  condupration 
of  Apicius,  a  debauchee  wealthy  and  profufe.  Next 
by  various  aitihces  he  fo  enchanted  Tiberius,  that 
he  who  to  all  others  was  dark  and  unfearchable,  be¬ 
came  to  Sejanus  alone  deditute  of  all  redraint  and 
caution  ;  neither  did  he  fo  much  accomplifh  this 
by  any  fuperior  efforts  of  policy  (for  at  his  own  dra- 
tagems  he  was  vanquished  by  others)  as  by  the  rac;e 
of  the  Gods  againd  the  Roman  State,  to  which 
he  proved  alike  deftrudMe  when  he  flourifhed  and 
when  he  fell.  His  perfon  was  hardy  and  equal  to 
fatigues,  his  Spirit  daring,  feduloudy  difguifino-  his 
own  counfels,  prone  to  blacken  others,  alike  fawn¬ 
ing  and  imperious,  his  deportment  exa&ly  moaed, 

^  4  his 


2C€  THE  ANNALS  Book  IY. 

his  heart  foflering  all  the  luff  of  domination,  and, 
with  this  view,  engaged  fometimes  in  prof uli on  and 
luxury,  often  in  notable  application  and  vigilance, 
qualities  no  lets  pernicious,  when  perfonated  by 
ambition  for  the  acquiring  of  Empire. 

I  he  authority  of  his  Command  over  the  Guards, 
which  was  but  moderate  before  his  time,  he  ex¬ 
tended,  by  gathering  into  one  Camp  all  the  Prre- 
torian  Cohorts  then  difperfed  over  the  City,  that, 
thus  united,  they  might  all  at  once  receive  his 
orders,  and,  by  continually  beholding  their  own 
numbers  and  llrength,  conceive  confidence  in  them- 
idves  and  prove  a  terror  to  all  other  men.  He 
pretended,  ‘  that  the  foldiers,  while  fcattered,  were 
4  loofe  and  debauched ;  there  could,  in  any  hafly 
4  emergency,  be  more  reliance  upon  their  fuccour 
v  when  together ;  and,  when  encamped  remote 
4  from  the  allurements  of  the  town,  their  difcipline 
4  would  be  more  exadf  and  fevere.’  When  the  en¬ 
campment  was  finifbed,  he  gradually  engaged  the 
affections  of  the  foldiers,  by  affability  and  familiar 
ufage  ;  it  was  he  too  who  chofe  the  Centurions, 
he  who  chofe  the  Tribunes.  Neither  did  the  Se¬ 
nate  efcape  hfs  court,  whilff  he  daily  diffinguifhed 
his  followers  in  it  with  offices  and  provinces  ;  for 
Tiberius  was  intirely  complying,  nay,  lb  palfionate 
for  him,  that  not  in  converfation  only,  but  in  his 
fpeeches  to  the  Senate  and  people,  he  extolled  him, 
as  the  Jharer  of  his  burdens ,  and  even  allowed  his 
Effigies  to  be  publicly  adored,  in  the  feveral 
Theatres,  in  all  places  of  popular  convention,  nay 
at  the  head  of  the  Legions. 

But  the  Imperial  houfe  was  yet  full  of  Caefars, 
the  Emperor’s  fon  a  grown  man,  and  his  grand- 
fons  of  age  ;  and  becaufe  the  cutting  them  off  all  at 
once,  was  dangerous,  the  treafon  which  he  medi¬ 
tated,  required  paufes  and  a  gradation  of  murders. 
He,  however,  chole  the  darkeft  method,  and  tp 
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begin  with  Drufus ;  againft  whom  he  was  trans¬ 
ported  with  a  frefh  motive  of  rage.  For,  Drufus, 
impatient  of  a  rival,  and  in  his  temper  inflammable, 
had,  upon  Some  occauonal  contett,  fhaken  his  fitt 
at  Sejanus,  and,  as  he  prepared  to  refift,  given  him 
a  blow  on  the  face.  As  he  therefore  catt  about 
for  every  expedient  of  revenge,  the  readied  feemed 
to  apply  to  Livia  his  wife ;  lhe  was  the  fitter  of 
Germanicus,  and  from  an  uncomely  perfon  in  her 
childhood,  became  afterwards  exceeding  lovely.. 
As  he  perfonated  a  vehement  paflion  for  this  Lady, 
he  tempted  her  to  adultery,  and  having  accomplifhed’ 
the  firtt  iniquity  (nor  will  a  woman,  who  has  Sa¬ 
crificed  her  chattily,  ftick  at  any  other)  he  prompted 
her  to  higher  views,  thofe  of  marriage,  of  a  part¬ 
nership  in  the  Empire,  nay,  the  murder  of  her  huf- 
band.  Thus  file,  the  niece  of  Auguttus,  the 
daughter-in-law  of  Tiberius,  the  mother  of  children 
by  Drufus,  defiled  herfelf,.  her  anceftors,  and  her 
pottenty,  with  an  adulterer  from  one  of  the  Mu¬ 
nicipal  Towns,  and  all  to  exchange  an  honourable- 
condition  pofTefied,  for  purfuits  altogether  flagitious 
and  uncertain.  Into  a  fellowfhip  in  the  guilt  was 
affirmed  Eudemus,  Phylician  to  Livia,  and,  under 
colour  of  his  profellion,  frequently  with  her  in.  pri¬ 
vate.  Sejanus  too,  to  avoid  the  jealoufy  of  the 
aduiterefs,  difcharged  from  his  bed  Apicata  his  wife, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children.  But  if  ill  the 
mightinefs  of  the  iniquity  terrified  them,  and 
thence  created  delays,  and  frequently  oppofite 
cou  rtf  els. 

•  During  this,  in  the  beginning  of  the- year,  Dru  fus,, 
one  or  the  Tons  of  Germanicus,  put  on.  the  manly 
Pvohe,  and  upon  him  the  Senate  conferred  the  fame 
honours  decreed  before  to  his  brother  Nero..  Afpeech- 
was  added  by  f  ibenus,.  with,  a  large  Encomium' 
tmon  his  ion,  4  I  hat  with  the  tendernefs  of  a.  father 
6  he  ufed  the  children  of  his  brother,5  For,  Dm- 
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ius,  however  rare  it  be  for  power  and  unanimity  to 
fubfift  together,  was  efteemed  benevolent,  certainly 
not  ill-difpofed,  towards  thefe  youths.  Now  again 
was  revived  by  Tiberius  the  propofal  of  a  progrefs 
into  the  Provinces,  a  ftale  propofal,  but  often 
feigned.  He  pretended  for  caufe,  c  The  multi- 
4  tude  of  Veterans  difcharged,  and  thence  the  ne- 
4  ceflity  of  recruiting  the  armies  ;  that  Volunteers 
4  were  wanting,  or  if  already  fuch  there  were,  they 
4  were  chiefly  the  neceflitous  and  vagabonds,  and 
4  deftitute  of  the  like  courage  and  obedience.’  He 
like  wife  curforily  recounted  the  number  of  the  Le¬ 
gions,  and  what  Countries  they  defended,  a  detail 
which,  I  think,  it  behoves  me  alfo  to  repeat,  that 
thence  may  appear  what  was  then  the  complement 
of  the  Roman  forces,  what  Kings  their  confede¬ 
rates,  and  how  much  more  narrow  than  now  the 
limits  of  the  Empire. 

Italy  was  on  each  fide  guarded  by  tv/o  fleets, 
one  at  Mifenum,  one  at  Ravenna  ;  and  the  coaft 
joining  to  Gaul,  by  the  Gallies  taken  by  Auguftus 
at  the  Battle  of  Adtium,  and  fent  powerfully  man¬ 
ned  to  Forojulium.  But  the  chief  ftrength  lay 
upon  the  Rhine,  even  eight  Legions,  as  a  common 
guard  upon  the  Germans  and  the  Gauls.  There- 
dudtion  of  Spain,  lately  completed,  was  maintained 
by  three.  Mauritania  was  pofTefl'ed  by  King  Juba,, 
a  Realm  which  he  held  as  a  gift  from  the  Roman 
people ;  the  reft  of  Africa  by  two  Legions,  and 
/Egypt  by  the  like  number.  Four  Legions  kept 
in  fubjediion  all  the  mighty  range  of  country, 
extending  from  Syria  as  far  as  the  Euphrates,  and 
bordering  upon  the  Iberians,  Albanians,  and  other 
Principalities,  who  by  our  might  are  protedled 
againft  foreign  Powers.  Thrace  was  held  by 
Rhemetalces,  and  the  fons  of  Cotys  ;  and  both 
banks  of  the  Danube  by  four  Legions,  two  in  Pan- 
nonia^  two  in  Mocha*  In  Dalmatia  likewife  were 
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placed  two,  who,  by  the  fituation  of  the  country, 
were  at  hand  to  fupport  the  former,  and  had  not 
far  to  march  into  Italy,  were  any  fudden  fuccours 
required  there  ;  though  Rome  too  had  her  peculiar 
foldiery,  three  City-Cohorts,  and  nine  Praetorian, 
lifted  chiefly  out  of  Etruria  and  Umbria,  or  from 
the  ancient  Latium  and  the  old  Roman  Colonies. 
In  the  leveral  Provinces,  befides,  were  difpofed, 
according  to  their  fituation  and  neceftity,  the  fleets 
of  the  feveral.  confederates,  with  their  fquadrons  of 
horfe  and  battalions  of  foot ;  a  number  of  forces  not 
much  different  from  all  the  reft  ;  but  the  particular 
detail  would  be  uncertain,  fmce,  according  to  the 
exigency  of  times,  they  often  fhifted  ftations,  with 
numbers  fometimes  enlarged,  fometimes  reduced. 

It  will,  I  believe,  fall  in  properly  here  to  review 
alfo  the  other  parts  of  the  Admfniftration,  and  by 
what  meafures  it  was  hitherto  conduced,  till  with 
the  beginning  of  this  year  the  Government  of  Ti¬ 
berius  began  to  change  terribly  for  the  worfe.  Firft 
then,  ail  public,  and  every  private  bufinefs  of  mo¬ 
ment,  was  determined  by  the  Senate  ;  to  the  great 
men  he  allowed  liberty  of  debate,  thofe  who  in 
their  c  abates  lap  fed.  into  flattery,  he  checked  ;  in- 
conferring  preferments,  he  confidered  ancient  no- 
b £  1  i ty renown  in  war  abroad,  and  civil  accom- 
plifhments  at  home  ;  infomuch  that  it  was  mauifeft, 
his  choice  could  not  have  been  better..  There  re¬ 
mained  to  the  Confids,  there  remained  to  the  Prae¬ 
tors,  the  ufual  marks  of  their  dignities,  to.  inferior 
Magiftrates  the  independent  exercifeof  their  charges 
and  the  Laws,  where  the  power  of  the  Prince  was 
not  concerned,  were  in  proper  force.  The  tributes,, 
duties,  and  all  public  receipts,  were  directed  by 
companies  of  Roman  Knights  ;  the  management  of 
his  own  revenue  he  committed  to  thofe. well  known 
to  himfelt  for  their  qualifications,,  and  to  fuelvwhom 
he  knew  by  reputation  alone  5  and  when?  once 
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taken,  they  were  continued,  without  all  reftri&iort 
of  term,  frnce  molt  grew  old  in  the  fame  employ¬ 
ments.  The  populace  were  indeed  aggrieved  by 
the  dearth  of  provifions,  but  without  any  fault  of 
t  e  Prince,  nay,  he  fpared  no  poffible  expence  nor 
pains  to  remedy  the  effe&s  of  barrennefs  in  the 
earth,  and  of  wrecks  at  fea.  He  provided  that  the 
Provinces  fhould  not  be  opprefied  with  new  impo- 
fitions,  and  that  no  extortion,  or  violence  fhould 
be  committed  by  the  Magiftrates  in  raifing  the  old  ; 
no  infamous  corporal  punifhments  were  inflicted 
there,  no  confiscations  of  goods. 

f  he  Emperor  s  pofleffions  through  Italy  were 
thin,  the  bcnaviour  of  his  flaves  model!,  the  freed- 
men  who  managed  his  houfe,  few ;  and  in  his  diE 
put.  ,  with  particulars,  the  Courts  were  open  and 
the  Law  equal.  Ali  which  reflraints  he  obferved, 
not  in  uuth,  in  the  popular  ways  of  complaifance, 
but  always  ftern,  and  for  the  m of!  part  dreaded,  yet 
ilill  he  retained  them,  till  by  the  death  of  Drufus 
they  were  quite  abandoned  5  for,  as  long  as  he  lived 
they  continued  ;  becaufe  Sejanus,  while  he  was 
but  laying  the  foundations  of  his  power,  ftudied  to 
recommend  himfeif  by  good  counfels,  and  had  then 
an  avenger  to  fear,  one  who  difguifed  not  his  en¬ 
mity,  but  was  frequent  in  his  complaints,  *  That 
when  the  fon  was  in  his  prime,  another  was  called, 
as  Coadjutor,  to  the  Government;  nay,  how 
little  was  wanting  to  his  being  declared  CoIIeguc 
in  the  Empire  ?  The  nrfl  advances  to  Sovereignty 
are  l!eep  and  perillous,  but,  when  once  you  are 
entered,  parties  and  inflruments  are  ready  to 
efpoufe  you.  Already  a  Camp  for  the  Guards 
was  formed,  by  the  pleafure  and  authority  of  the 
Captain ;  into  his  hands  the  foldiers  were  de¬ 
livered  ;  in  the  Theatre  of  Pompey  his  Statue 
was  beheld ;  in  his  grand-children  would  be 
mixed  the  blood  of  the  Druii  with  that  of 
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<  Sejanus.  After  all  this,  what  remained  but  to 
4  fupplicate  his  modefty  to  reft  contented  here/ 
Nor  was  it  rarely  that  he  uttered  thefe  difgufts,  nor 
to  a  few ;  befides,  his  wife  being  debauched,  all 
his  fecrets  were  betrayed. 

Sejanus  therefore  judging  it  time  to  difpatch, 
chofe  fuch  a  poifon  as  by  operating  gradually,  might 
preferve  the  appearances  of  a  calual  difeafe.  This 
was  adminiftered  to  Drufus  by  Lygdus  the  Eunuch, 
as,  eight  years  after,  was  learnt.  Now,  during 
all  the  days  of  his  illnefs,  Tiberius  difclofed  no 
fymptoms  of  anguifh  (perhaps  from  oftentation  of 
a  firmnefs  of  fpirit)  nay,  when  he  had  expired, 
and  while  he  was  yet  unburied,  he  entered  the 
Senate,  and  finding  the  Confuls  placed  upon  a 
common  feat,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  grief,  he  ad- 
monifhed  them  of  their  dignity  and  ftation  ;  and, 
as  the  Senators  burft  into  tears,  he  fmothered  his 
rifing  fighs,  and  animated  them  by  a  Speech  ut¬ 
tered  without  hefitation.  6  He,  in  truth,  was  not 
4  ignorant  that  he  might  be  cenfured,  for  having 
4  thus  in  the  firft  throbs  of  forrow,  beheld  the  face 
4  of  the  Senate,  when  moft  of  thofe  who  mourn 
-4  can  fcarce  endure  the  foothings  of  their  kindred, 
4  fcarce  behold  the  day ;  neither  were  fuch  to  be 
4  condemned  of  weaknefs  :  but  for  himfelf,  he  had 
4  more  powerful  confolations,  fuch  as  arofe  from 
c  cherifhing  and  guarding  the  Commonwealth/ 
He  then  lamented  *  the  extreme  age  of  his  mother, 
4  the  tender  years  of  his  grand-fons,  his  own  days 
4  in  declenfion/  and  defired  that,  4  as  the  only 
4  alleviation  of  the  prefent  evils,  the  Children  of 
4  Germanicus  might  be  introduced/  The  Con¬ 
fuls  therefore  went  for  them,  and  having  with  kind 
words  fortified  their  young  minds,  presented  them 
to  the  Emperor.  He  took  them  by  the  hand,  and 
faid,  4  Confcript  fathers,  thefe  infants,  bereft  of 
4  their  father,  I  committed  to  their  uncle,  and  be- 
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4  fought  him  th^,  though  he  had  iffue  of  his  own 
4  wou^  rear  and  nourifh  them  no  otherwife 
4  than  as  the  immediate  offspring  of  his  blood, 
4  that  he  would  appropriate  them  as  flays  to  him- 
fell  and  poflerity.  Drufus  being  fnatched  from 
4  us,  to  you  I  addrefs  the  fame  prayers,  and  in 
‘  the  prefence  of  the  Gods,  in  the  face  of  your 

4  countrD  I  adjure  you,  receive  into  your  pro¬ 
tection,  take  under  your  tuition  the  great  Grand¬ 
children  of  Auguflus,  children,  defcended  from 

5  anceflors  the  moft  glorious  in  the  State.  To- 
4  wards  them  fulhl  your  own,  fulfil  my  duty.  To 
4  you,  Nero,  and  to  you,  Drufus,  thefe  Senators 

are  in  the  ilead  of  a  father,  and  fuch  is  the  fitua- 
4  tion  of  your  birth,  that  on  the  Commonwealth 

4  muff  light  all  the  good  and  evil  which  befalls 
4  you.5 

All  this  was  heard  with  much  weeping,  and 
followed  with  propitious  prayers  and  vows";  and 
had  he  only  gone  thus  far,  and  in  his  fpeech  ob- 
ferved  a  medium,  he  had  left  the  fouls  of  his  hearers, 
full  of  fympathy  and  applaufe.  But,  by  renewing 
an  old  projedf,  always  chimerical  and  fo  often  ri¬ 
diculed,  about  4  refforing  the  Republic,  reinffat- 
4  ing  it  again  in  the  Confuls,  or  whoever  elfe 
4  would  undertake  the  adminiftration,5  he  forfeited 
his  laith  even  in  allertions  which  were  commen¬ 
dable  and  fincere.  To  the  memory  of  Drufus. 
were  decreed  the  fame  folemnities  as  to  that  of 
Germanicus,  with  many  fuperadded,  agreeably  to 
the  genius  of  flattery,  which  delights  in  furpaifing 
and  additions.  Mod:  fignal  was  the  luftre  of  the 
Funeral  in  a  pompous  proceffion  of  Images,  when 
at  it  appeared,  in  a  long  train  of  anceflors,  fEneas, 
father  of  the  Julian  race,  all  the  Kings  of  Alba* 
Romulus  founder  of  Rome,  then  the  Sabine  Nobi¬ 
lity,  Attus  Claufus,  and  his  dependents  of  the: 
Claudian  family. 

In 
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In  relating  the  death  of  Drufus,  I  have  followed 
the  created  part  of  our  Hiftorians,  and  the  mod 
faithful.  I  would  not,  however,  omit  a  rumour 
which  in  thofe  times  was  fo  prevailing  that  it  is 
not  extinguiflied  in  ours,  4  That  Sejanus  having 
‘  by  adultery  gained  Livia  to  the  murder,  had 
€  like  wife  engaged  by  condupi'ation  the  affections 
4  and  concurrence  of  Lygdus  the  Eunuch,  becaufe 
4  Lygdus  was,  for  his  youth  and  lovelineis,  dear 
4  to  his  mader,  and  one  of  his  chief  attendants  ; 
4  that  when  the  time  and  place  of  poifoning  were 
4  by  the  confpirators  concerted,  the  Eunuch  car- 
4  ried  his  boldnefs  fo  high,  as  to  charge  upon  Dm- 
4  fus  a  defign  of  poifoning  Tiberius,  and  fecretly 
4  warning  the  Emperor  of  this,  advifed  him  to 
4  fhun  the  fird  draught  offered  him  in  the  next 
4  entertainment  at  his  fan’s  ;  that  the  old  man 
4  lidening  to  this  impodure,  after  he  had  fate  down 
4  to  table,  having  received  the  cup  delivered  it  to 
4  Drufus,  who  ignorantly  and  gaily  drank  it  off, 
4  and  this  heightened  the  jealoufy  of  Tiberius,  as 
4  if  through  fear  and  fhame  his  fon  had  fwallowed 
4  the  fame  deadly  draught  which  he  had  prepared 
4  for  his  father.’ 

Thefe  rumours  current  amongd  the  populace, 
befides  that  they  are  fupported  by  no  certain  Au¬ 
thor,  may  be  eafily  refuted.  For,  who  of  corn-, 
mon  prudence  (much  lefs  Tiberius,  fo  long  prac- 
tifed  in  great  affairs)  would  prefent  to  his  own  fon, 
without  hearing  him,  the  mortal  bane,  with  his 
own  hands  too,  and  cutting  off  for  ever  all  poffi- 
bility  of  retradion  ?  Why  would  he  not  rather 
hgye  tortured  the  minifter  of  the  poifon  ?  Why  not 
inquired  into  the  contriver  ?  Why  not  obferved 
towards  his  only  fon,  a  fon  hitherto  convicted  of 
no  iniquity,  that  inherent  flownefs  and  hefitation, 
which  he  pradtifed  even  in  his  proceedings  to¬ 
wards  Grangers  ?  But  as  Sejanus  was  reckoned  the 

framer 
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framer  of  every  wickednefs,  therefore,  from,  the 
exceffive  fondnefs  of  Tiberius  towards  him,  and 
from  the  hatred  of  others  towards  both,  things  the 
mofl  fabulous  and  direful  were  believed  of  them  ; 
befides  that  common  fame  is  ever  moft  fraught 
with  tales  of  horror  upon  the  departure  of  Princes, 
In  truth,  the  plan  and  procefs  of  the  murder  were 
full  difcovered  by  Apicata,  wife  of  Sejanus,  and 
laid  open  upon  the  rack  by  Eudemus  and  Lygdus. 
Nor  has  any  Writer  appeared  fo  outragious  to 
charge  it  upon  Tiberius,  though  in  other  inftances 
the}  have  leduloufly  collected  and  inflamed  every 
addon  of  his.  My  own  purpofe  in  recounting  and 
cenfuring  this  rumour,  was  to  blaft,  by  fo  glaring  an 
example,  the  credit  of  groundlefs  tales,  and  to^re- 
c]uefl  of  thofe  into  whole  hands  our  prefent  undertak¬ 
ing  fhall  come,  that  they  would  not  prefer  hear- 
fays,  void  of  credibility  and  ralhly  fwallowed,  to  the 
narrations  of  truth  not  adulterated  with  romance. 

Now,  whilft  Tiberius  was  pronouncing  in  pub¬ 
lic  the  Panegyric  of  his  fon,  the  Senate  and  peo¬ 
ple  aflumed  the  port  and  accent  of  mourners,  ra¬ 
ther  in  appearance  than  cordially ;  and  in  their, 
hearts  exulted  to  fee  the  houfe  of  Germanicus  be¬ 
gin  to  revive.  But  this  dawn  of  fortune,  and  the 
condudl  of  Agrippina,  ill  difguifing  her  hopes, 
quickened  the  overthrow  of  that  houfe.  For  Se¬ 
janus,  when  he  faw  the  death  of  Drufus  pafs  un- 
jevenged  upon  his  murderers,  and  no  public  la¬ 
mentation  following  it,  undaunted  now  in  villainy, 
fince  his  firft  efforts  had  fucceeded,  deviled  with 
himfelf,  how  to  deRroy  the  foils  of  Germanicus, 
whofe  fucceflion  to  the  Empire  was  now’  unquef- 
tionable.  There  were  three  of  them,  and,  from 
the  difhnguifhed  fidelity  of  their  Governors,  and 
incorruptible  chaitity  of  Agrippina,  could  not  be 
all  circumvented  by  poifon.  He  therefore  chofe 
to  arraign  her  for  the  haughtinefs  of  her  fpirit,  to 

roufe 
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roufe  the  old  hatred  of  Livia  the  elder,  and  the 
guilty  heart  of  his  late  accomplice,  Livia  the 
younger  5  that  they  might  charge  her  to  the  Em¬ 
peror,  6  as  elated  with  pride  for  her  numerous 
(  iiTue  ;  and  that,  confiding  in  the  zeal  of  the  po- 
4  pulace,  file  was  panting  after  the  fovereignty.’ 
The  young  Livia  adfed  in  this  engagement  by  craf¬ 
ty  calumniators,  amongif  whom  file  had  particu¬ 
larly  chofen  Julius  Poffhumus,  a  man  every  way 
qualified  for  her  purpofes,  as  he  was  the  adulterer 
of  Mutilia  Prifca,  and  thence  a  confident  of  her 
grand-mother’s ;  (for,  over  the  mind  of  the  Em- 
prefs,  Prifca  had  powerful  influence)  and  by  their 
means  the  old  woman,  in  her  own  nature  tender 
and  jealous  of  her  power,  was  rendered  utterly 
irreconcileable  to  the  widow  of  her  grand-fon. 
Such  too  as  were  neareff  the  perfon  of  Agrippina, 
were  prompted  to  be  continually  enraging  her  tern- 
peffuous  heart  by  perverfe  reprefentations. 

Tiberius  the  while,  no  ways  relaxing  the  cares 
of  Government,  but  applying  for  confolation  to 
affairs,  attended  the  adminiffration  of  juftice  at 
Rome,  and  difpatched  the  petitions  from  the  Pro¬ 
vinces.  By  a  Decree  of  Senate,  at  his  motion, 
the  City  of  Cibyra  in  Alia,  and  that  of  iEgyra  in 
Achaia,  both  overthrown  by  an  earthquake,  were 
eafed  of  tribute  for  three  years.  Vibius  Serenas 
too,  Proconful  of  the  furthermoff  Spain,  was  con¬ 
demned  for  arbitrary  adminiffration,  and  for  the 
favagenefs  of  his  conduct  banifhed  into  the  ifle  of 
Amorgos.  Carfius  Sacerdos,  charged  with  {Im¬ 
plying  corn  to  the  enemy  Tacfarinas,  was  acquir¬ 
ed,  as  was  Caius  Gracchus  of  the  fame  crime. 
This  Caius  was  in  his  childhood  carried  by  his  fa¬ 
ther  Sempronius  into  the  ifland  Cercina,  as  a  com¬ 
panion  in  his  exile,  he  grew  up  there  sunongft  fu¬ 
gitives,  and  men  deftitute  of  liberal  education,  and 
afterwards  fuflained  himfelf  by  fordid  traffic  be¬ 
tween 
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tu-een  Africa  and  Sicily.  Nor  thus  low  did  he 

f  caP^  t  |ie  Pen)s  that  wait  on  elevated  fortune  • 
but,  had  not  riElius  Lamia  and  Lucius  Apronius’ 
fucceffively  Proconfuls  in  Africa,  protected  him 
he  muft  have  fallen  an  innocent  vidrim  to  the  ob¬ 
noxious  fplendor  of  his  illuftrious  unhappy  race 
and  to  the  calamitous  fate  of  his  father.  Y  ’ 

this  year  alfo  brought  deputations  from  the 

frlmT  fm7h °nC fr?m  the  pe°Ple  of  Samos,  one 
m  thofe  of  Coos,  the  former  to  requeft  that  the 

ancient  right  of  Sanctuary  in  the  Temple  of  Juno 
might  be  confirmed  ;  the  latter  to  foUicit  the  fame 

da  '°rn  at  °f  ^fculaPius-  The  Samians 

claimed  upon  a  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Amphic- 

tions,  the  fupreme  Judicature  of  Greece,  at  the 

time  when  the  Greeks  by  their  cities  founded  in 

Alia,  poiTefTed  the  maritime  coaifs.  Nor  had 

they  of  Coos  a  weaker  title  to  Antiquity  ;  to  which 

Jikeiwife  accrued  the  pretenfions  of  the  place  to  the 

friendfhip  of  Rome  ;  for  they  had  fecured  in  the 

temple  of  Tfculapius  all  the  Roman  citizens 

there,  when  _by  the  order  of  King  Mithridates, 

iuch  weie  univerfally  butchered  throughout  all  the 

cities  of  Afia  and  the  Idles.  And  now,  after  many 

complaints  from  the  Praetors,  for  the  moil-  part  in- 

effectual,  the  Emperor  at  lait  made  a  reprefenta- 

tion  to  the  Senate,  concerning  the  licentioufnefs 

of  the  players,  <  that  in  many  inftances  they  rai fed 

<  feaitious  tumults,  and  violated  the  public  peace  ; 

and,  in  many,  promoted  debauchery  in  private 

Dn  lilies  ;  that  the  Of  can  Larce ,  formerly  only  the 

contemptible  delight  of  the  vulgar,  was  rifen  to 

fuch  a  prevailing  pitch  of  credit 'and  enormity, 

that  it  required  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to 

c  check  it.’  The  Players  therefore  were  driven 
out  of  Italy.4 

I  he  lame  year  carried  off  one  of  the  twins  of 
Dr  ulus,  and  thence  afflicted  the  Emperor  with 

frefh 
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frefh  woe  ;  nor  with  l'efs  for  the  death  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  friend.  It  was  Lucillius  Longus,  the  insepa¬ 
rable  companion  of  all  the  traverfes  of  his  fortune, 
finding  or  fad,  and,  of  all  the  Senators,  the  only 
one  who  accompanied  him  in  his  retirement  at 
Rhodes.  For  this  reafon,  though  but  a  new  man, 
the  Senate  decreed  him  a  public  funeral,  and  a 
ftatue  to  be  placed,  at  the  expence  of  the  Trea- 
fury,  in  the  fquare  of  Auguftus.  For  by  the  Se¬ 
nate  even  yet  all  affairs  were  tranfadled,  infomuch 
that  Lucillius  Capito,  the  Emperor’s  Comptroller 
in  Afia,  was,  at  the  accufation  of  the  Province, 
brought  upon  his  defence  before  them ;  the  Em¬ 
peror  too,  upon  this  occafion,  protefled,  with 
great  earneftnefs,  6  that  from  him  I  ucillius  had 
c  no  authority  but  over  his  flaves,  and  in  collecting 

*  his  domeffic  rents  ;  that  if  he  had  ufurped  the  ju- 
c  rifdicfion  of  Praetor,  and  employed  military  force, 

*  he  had  fo  far  violated  his  orders  ;  they  fhould 
4  therefore  hear  the  allegations  of  the  Province/ 
Thus  the  accufed  was  upon  trial  condemned.  For 
this  juft  vengeance,  and  that  infhdled  the  year 
before  on  Caius  Silanus,  the  cities  of  Afia  decreed 
a  Temple  to  Tiberius,  and  his  Mother,  and  the 
Senate,  and  obtained  leave  to  build  it.  For  this 
conceftion  Nero  made  a  fpeech  of  thanks  to  the 
Senators  and  his  grand-father,  a  fpeech  which 
charmed  the  afFedHons  of  his  hearers,  who,  as 
they  were  full  of  the  memory  of  Germanicus,  fan¬ 
cied  it  was  him  they  heard,  and  him  they  faw. 
There  was  alfo  in  the  youth  hirnfelf  an  engaging 
modefty,  and  a  gracefulnefs  becoming  a  princely 
perfon  ;  ornaments,  which,  by  the  known  hatred 
that  threatened  him  from  Sejanus,  became  ftill 
more  dear  and  revered. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Emperor  made  a  dif- 
courfe  <■  about  the  choice  of  a  new  Prieft  of  J  u- 
piter,  in  the  room  of  Servius  Maluginenfis  de~ 

O 
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ceafed ;  for  that  it  was  the  ancient  cuftom  to 
naine  three,  boin  of  parents  who  had  in  their 
nuptials  obferved  the  form  of  Confarreaticn ; 
4  but  now  that  the  bufinefs  of  Confarreation  was 
quite  omitted,  or  by  few  obferved,  there  remained 
*  not  then,  as  formerly,  the  fame  fcope  for  choice. 
<  There  were  feveral  caufes  of  that  omhTion,  the 
1  principal,  a  want  of  zeal  both  in  men  and  wo- 
c  men  for  that  rite,  together  with  the  difficulties 
‘  attending  it,  whence  they  were  prompted  to 
4  avoid  it ;  befides  that  the  paternal  authority  was 
4  for  ever  loft  over  any  fon  who  acquired  that 
4  priefthood,  and  over  any  daughter  who  married 
4  him.  The  Senate  therefore  ought  by  fome  ex- 
4  pedient  to  remove  thefe  difcouragemcnts,  after 
4  the  example  of  Auguftus,  who  had  foftened  fome 
4  rigid  ufages  of  antiquity,  and  adapted  them  to 
4  the  genius  of  the  times/  The  Senate  therefore, 
having  difcuffed  the  grounds  and  qualifications  of 
that  priefthood,  agreed  4  to  make  no  change  from 
4  the  ftrft  inftitution.’  Only  a  Law  paffed,  4  that 
4  the  Prieftefs  of  Jupiter,  fhould,  in  the  admini- 
4  ftration  of  things  facred,  be  under  the  dominion 
4  of  her  hufband,  but  be  fubjedf,  in  other  things, 

4  to  the  common  treatment  of  other  women.’  To 
conclude,  Maluginenfis  the  fon  fucceeded  his  fa¬ 
ther.  And,  to  raife  the  reputation  of  the  Prieft¬ 
hood,  and  warm  the  affedtions  of  the  Priefts  them- 
felves  towards  facred  folemnities,  a  prefen t  of  two 
thoufand  great  fefterces  *  was  decreed  to  Cornelia, 
chofeir  Superior  of  the  Veftal  virgins  in  the  place 
of  Scantia  ;  and  to  Augufta  a  privilege  granted, 
that  as  often  as  fhe  went  to  the  Theatre,  ftie 
fhould  fit  amongft  them. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Cornelius  Cethegus  and 
Vifcllius  Varro,  the  Pontiffs,  and  by  their  exam- 

*  About  fifty  thoufand  Crowns. 

pic 
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pie  the  other  Priefts,  while  they  were  offering  vows 
for  the  profperity  of  the  Emperor,  recommended 
llkewife  Nero  and  Drufus  to  the  caie  of  the  fame 
Gods,  not  fo  much  from  any  tendernefs  towards 
thefe  youths,  as  from  flattery,  a  practice  which, 
when  the  public  manners  are  corrupt,  it  is  dange¬ 
rous  to  exceed  in,  and  alike  dangerous  to  forbear. 
For,  Tiberius,  never  benevolent  to  the  houfe  of 
Germanicus,  was  now  provoked  beyond  all  pa¬ 
tience,  that  4  no  difference  was  made  between 
4  their  youth  and  his  years,’  and  fending  for  the 
Pontifs,  examined  them,  4  whether  to  the  entrea- 
4  ties,  or  menaces  of  Agrippina,  they  had  paid 
4  that  compliment  ?’  And  though  they  denied  both, 
he  reproved  them,  but  reproved  them  gently,  for 
mofl  of  them  were  his  own  kinfmen,  or  men  of 
the  firft  diflin&ion  in  Rome.  But  in  the  Senate 
he  made  a  fet  fpeech,  warning  all  of  them  for  the 
time  to  come,  4  not  to  intoxicate  the  giddy  fpirit 
4  of  the  youths  with  the  pride  of  over-early  and 
4  precipitate  honours/  He  was  in  truth  inftigated 
continually  by  Sejanus,  who  urged,  4  that  Rome 
4  was  rent  into  contending  parties,  rent  as  in  a 
4  Civil  war  ;  already  there  were  thofe  who  boldly 
4  called  themfelves  the  Partizans  of  Agrippina ; 
4  and  if  no  flop  were  put,  the  faflion  would  in- 
4  creafe.  Nor  was  there  any  ether  remedy  for  the 
4  prevailing  fpirit  of  faction,  than  the  cutting  off 
4  one  or  two  of  the  moft  formidable.’ 

With  this  view  he  fell  upon  Caius  Silius  and 
Titius  Sabinus.  The  friendfhip  of  Germanicus 
was  fatal  to  both  ;  but  to  Silius  there  were  other 
exceptions  :  he  had  for  feven  years  commanded  a 
powerful  army ;  he  had  for  his  exploits  in  Ger¬ 
many  been  diftinguifhed  with  the  enfigns  of  Tri¬ 
umph  ;  he  had  fubdued  the  revolting  Gauls  under 
Sacrovir ;  fo  that  from  the  noife  and  eclat  of  his 
fall,  proportionable  terror  would  feize  others. 

It 
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It  vas  believed  by  many*  that  by  his  own  intem¬ 
perate  fpeeches  he  had  heightened  the  difpleafure 
conceived  againft  him,  while  he  boafted  without 
ineafure,  4  that  his  foldiers  perfifted  in  obedience, 
when  others  lapfed  into  fedition  $  nor  had  the 
Empire  remained  to  Tiberius,  if  in  his  Legions 
too  there  had  been  a  thirft  of  change/  By  thefe 
preteniions  of  his,  the  Emperor  thought  his  own 
fortune  degraded,  and  too  low  to  recompence  fuch 
mighty  fervices.  For  benefits  are  only  fo  far  ac¬ 
ceptable,  as  it  feems  pofiible  to  difeharge  them ; 

when  they  have  exceeded  all  retaliation,  hatred  is 
returned  for  gratitude. 

Sofia  Galla  was  wife  to  Silius,  and,  for  her 
dearnefs  to  Agrippina,  hated  by  Tiberius.  It  was 
agreed  to  arraign  him  and  her,  and  to  poftpone  for 
iome  time  the  trial  of  Sabinus.  Againft  them  was 
engaged,  as  an  accufer,  Varro  the  Conful,  who, 
under  colour  of  4  revenging  his  father’s  quarrel/ 
gratined,  by  his  own  infamy,  the  vengeance  of 
Sejanus*  The  requeft  of  the  accufed  -  for  a  fhort 
refpit,  till  Varro  cealed  to  be  conful,  was  oppofed 
by  the  Emperor,  4  for  that  it  was  cuftomary  for 
4  other  Magiftrates  to  bring  particulars  upon  trial ; 

4  nor  ought  the  prerogative  of  a  Conful  in  the  like 
4  inftance  to  be  infringed,  fince  upon  his  vigilance 
4  it  depended  that  no  damage  accrued  to  the  Com- 
4  monweal.’  It  was  a  policy  peculiar  to  Tiberius, 
to  fhelter  under  venerable  old  names  the  methods 
of  violence  lately  invented.  The  Senate  is  there¬ 
fore  fummoned  with  great  parade,  as  if  Silius  were 
to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Laws,  or  as  if  Varro  had 
been  in  truth  aCting  as  Conful,  and  protecting  the 
public,  or  as  if  the  prefent  domination  had  been 
the  ancient  Republic.  Silius  made  no  defence,  or 
only  enough  to  ftiew  by  whofe  fury  he  was  op- 
prefTed.  To  him  were  objected,  4  his  confederacy 
*  with  Sacrovir,  and  thence  the  revolt  fo  long 

4  con- 


•  "Ti" *>. rvv  ^  ■'  .  ,-vr'  ’  *  -  • 

•  sv'-‘v- 


Book  IV.  OF  TACITUS.  215 

4  concealed,  his  deteftable  avarice  after  vidtory, 
4  and  the  behaviour  of  his  wife.’  Without  doubt, 
neither  could  be  acquitted  of  public  rapine  ;  but 
the  whole  charge  was  brought  under  the  article  of 
Treafon,  and  Silius  prevented  by  a  voluntary  death 
the  impending  condemnation. 

His  efrate  however  efcaped  not  the  cruelty  of  the 
fentence,  not  that  out  of  it  might  be  repaid  the 
money  extorted  from  the  Gauls ;  for  none  of  the 
Gauls  reclaimed  it :  but  the  precedent  of  Au- 
gufrus  *,  being  now  rejected,  an  exadt  calculation 
and  payment  was  made  of  all  the  effects  of  Silius 
claimed  by  the  Exchequer.  This  was  the  firft 
time  Tiberius  manifefted  any  paffion  for  another 
man’s  wealth.  Sofia  was  fentenced  to  banifhment 
at  the  motion  of  Alinius  Gallus,  who  propofed, 

4  that  half  her  effects  friould  be  forfeited,  half  left 
4  to  her  children.’  Marcus  Lepidus,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  propofed  the  fourth  part  to  the  accufers, 
*  as  the  Law  required,  all  the  refr  to  the  children/ 
Fhis  Lepidus  I  find  to  have  been,  for  thofe  times, 
a  wife  and  upright  man  ;  for,  by  him  the  exceffive 
flatteiy,  and  cruel  counfels  of  others  were  often 
mitigated,  ISTeither  did  he  in  the  e  his  mterpo- 
fitions  negledf  a  temperament,,  fmee  he  frill  main¬ 
tained  at  an  equal  htrigth  his  charadfer  with  the 
public,  and  the  favour  of  Tiberius.  Hence  I  am 
driven  to  doubt,  whether  the  good  liking  of  Princes 
to  fome,  and  their  antipathy  to  others,  be,  like 
other  things,  owing  to  blind  fate  and  the  lot  of 
nativity,  or  whether  the  difference  be  determined 
by  the  wifdom  and  ccndudl  of  men  ;  and  whether 
it  be  poffible  to  proceed  in  a  fafe  path,  at  an  equal 
diltance  from  abrupt  contumacy,  and  flavifh  fub- 
miffion,  neither  courting  power,  nor  threatened  by 


*  Auguftus  was  wont  to  befrow  the  fortunes  of 
ions  condemned  upon  their  children. 


it.  Cotta  Meffalinus,  a  man  defcended  from  an- 
ceftors  no  lefs  illuftrious  than  Lepidus,  but  of  a 
different  fpirit,  propofed  to  provide  by  a  Decree  of 
Senate,  4  that  the  Magiftrates  of  the  feveral  Pro- 
4  vinces,  however  innocent  themfelves,  and  even 
4  unacquainted  with  the  mifmanagcment  of  others, 
4  fhould  yet  be  equally  punifhed  for  the  crimes  of 
4  their  wives,  as  for  their  own.’ 

The  next  proceeding  was  againft  Calpurnius 
Pifo,  a  man  of  noble  defcent,  and  an  undaunted 
heart.  For,  it  was  he  who,  as  I  have  related, 
loudly  protefted  in  the  Senate,  4  that  he  would 
abandon  Rome,  to  efcape  the  implacable  bands 
of  the  accufers  ;  it  was  he  who  had,  in  defiance 
of  the  power  of  Augufta,  dared  to  profecute  her 
favourite  Urgulania,  and  to  demand  her  out  of  the 
palace  of  the  Emperor.  All  which  Tiberius  pafTed 
oyer  for  the  prefent  courteoufly ;  but  in  a  foul  like 
his,  brooding  over  vengeance,  though  the  trans¬ 
ports  of  refentment  had  abated,  the  deep  impref- 
fions  remained.  Quintus  Granius  charged  Pifo 
with  treafonable  words  privately  uttered  againft 
the  Majefty  of  the  Emperor ;  and  added,  4  that 
4  he  kept  poifon  in  his  houfe,  and  came  into  the 
4  Senate  armed  with  a  dagger  an  article  too  hei¬ 
nous  to  be  true,  and  therefore  dropped.  Yet  for 
other  crimes,  which  were  accumulated  manifold, 
he  was  put  upon  his  trial,  but,  through  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  a  feafonable  death,  never  condemned. 
Then  too  came  before  them  the  bufinefs  of  Caifius 
Severus,  the  exile,  a  man  fordid  in  his  birth,  in 
his  life  mifchievous,  but  a  powerful  fpeaker,  who 
in  confequence  of  the  enemies  he  had  made, 
powerful  and  many  without  meafure,  had  drawn 
upon  himfelf  an  order  of  Senate,  palled  with  the 
folemnity  of  fwearing,  for  his  banifhment  into 
Crete  ;  where,  by  following  continually  his  wonted 
practices,  he  excited  a  combination  of  old  enmi¬ 
ties. 
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ties  and  new  :  So  that  he  was  now  bereft  of  his 
eflate,  interui&ed  from  fire  and  water,  and  grew 
old  in  exile  upon  the  rocks  of  Seriphos. 

About  the  fame  time  Plautius  Silvanus  the  Prae¬ 
tor,  for  what  caufe  is  uncertain,  killed  Apronia 
his  wife,  by  throwing  her  headlong.  When  he 
was  carried  by  Apronius  his  father-in-law,  before 
the  Emperor,  he  anfwercd,  in  confufion  of  fpirit, 
s  as  if,  while  he  was  found  afleep,  and  unappriz- 
€  ed,  his  wife  had  wilfully  difpatched  herfelf.’  Ti¬ 
berius  inftantly  hafted  to  vifit  the  chamber,  where 
were  flill  apparent  the  marks  of  his  violence  and 
her  ftruggling.  This  he  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  Judges  being  appointed,  Urgulania  the  grand¬ 
mother  of  Plautius  fent  him  a  dagger,  which  it 
was  believed  fhe  did  by  the  advice  of  Tiberius,  in 
regard  of  the  friendfhip  of  Augufta  for  her.  The 
criminal  having  in  vain  ehayed  to  ufe  the  flee! 
caufed  his  veins  to  be  opened.  Prefently  after  Nu~ 
mantina,  hio  former  wife,  was  accufed  of  having 
by  charms  and  potions  difordered  the  underftand- 
ing  of  her  hufband,  but  declared  innocent. 

T  his  year,  at  laid,  relieved  the  Romans  from  at 
long  war  with  Tacfarinas  the  Numidian.  For, 
the  for mer  Generals,  as  fbon  as  they  believed  their 
exploits  had  intitled  them  to  the  ornaments  of 
triumph,  always  abandoned  the  enemy.  Infomuch 
that  there  were  already  in  Rome  three  Statues 
adorned  with  viftorious  laurel,  and  hill  Tacfarinas 
ravaged  Africa.  He  was  ftrengthened  by  auxilia- 
ries  from  the  Adoors,  who,  governed  by  Royal 
treed  men  under  the  thoughtlcfs  reign  of  the  youth 
their  King,  (Ptolemy  fon  of  Juba)  had  exchanged 
even  for  war  the  domeftic  domination  of  /laves 
t  or  the  harbourer  of  his  plunder,  and  partner  in 
depredations,  he  had  the  King  of  the  Garamantcs  ; 
not  that  this  King  marched  at  the  head  of  an  ar- 

my,  but  only  detached  out  light  parties,  which 
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were  magnified  by  great  diftance  and  report.  From 
the  province  itfelf  too  flowed  in  all  that  were  indi¬ 
gent  in  their  fortune,  all  that  were  diforderly  in 
their  lives,  the  more  readily,  becaufe  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  after  the  feats  performed  by  Blsefus,  as  if  there 
had  no  longer  remained  any  enemy  in  Africa,  had 
ordered  the  ninth  Legion  to  be  brought  back  ;  nor 
durft  Publius  Dolabella,  that  year  Proconful  there, 
retain  it,  as  he  dreaded  more  the  orders  of  the 
Prince,  than  the  cafualties  of  the  war. 

Tacfarinas  therefore  difperfed  a  rumour,  c  that 

<  feveral  other  nations  too  were  tearing  piecemeal 
«  the  Roman  ftate  ;  hence  their  forces  were  by 
«  degrees  drawing  off  from  Africa ;  and  the  re- 

<  mainder  might  be  wholly  deflroyed,  if  all,  to 
«  whom  liberty  was  dearer  than  bondage,  would 
«  with  all  their  might,  engage  them.’  By  this 
rumour  his  forces  were  augmented,  and  he  begirt 
the  city  of  Thubufcum.  But  Dolabella,  drawing 
together  what  foldiers  there  were,  at  his  firft  ap¬ 
proach  raifed  the  liege,  by  the  terror  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  name,  and  as  the  Numidians  can  never  ft  and 
the  attack  of  our  foot.  He  likewife  fortified  the 
proper  places,  and  at  the  fame  time  executed  the 
chiefs  of  the  Mufulanians,  juft  ready  to  revolt. 
Now,  becaufe  by  many  expeditions  againft  Tac¬ 
farinas,  it  was  manifeft  that,  not  by  a  heavy  army 
and  a  Angle  onlet,  fuch  a  rambling  ioe  was  to  be 
effectually  pufhed  ;  the  Proconful  having  therefore 
called  to  his  aid  King  Ptolemy,  with  a  body  of 
his  fubjects  the  Moors,  formed  four  bands.  Thefe 
he  committed  to  the  Commanders  of  tne  Legions 
and  Tribunes  $  certain  parties  appointed  to  Icour 
and  pillage  the  country,  were  condu&ed  by  fome 
chofen  Moors  ;  he  himfelf  moved  Ironi  quartei  m 

quarter,  to  direct  the  whole.  ^  . 

Not  long  after  tydings  came,  6  that  the  Numi- 

c  4*ans  had  pitched  their  huts  about  a  luinoos 

‘  caftle, 
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‘  caftle,  burnt  down  formerly  by  themfelves,  its 
‘  name  Auzea,  trufting  now  to  its  fituation,  be- 
‘  caufe  it  was  fbut  in  on  every  fide  by  vaft  forefts.’ 
Forthwith  were  difpatched  the  horfe  and  -foot,  a 
rapid  march,  themfelves  not  knowing  whither  • 
and  juft  at  dawn  of  day,  with  trumpets  founding 
and  dreadful  fliouts,  they  were  upon  the  Barba¬ 
rians  ftill  half  afleep,  their  horfes  fettered,  or  ftrag- 
ling  loofly  at  grafs.  'Fhe  Romans  were  come  pre¬ 
pared,  their  foot  in  clofe  array,  their  troops  mar- 
fhalled,  all  things  difpofed  for  battle ;  the  enemy 
on  the  contrary,  intirely  unapprized,  without  arms! 
or  order,  or  counfel,  were,  with  the  paffivenefs  of 
fheep,  caught,  Slaughtered,  and  dragged  away 
captive.  The  foldiers,  embittered  by  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  all  their  labours,  and  againft  a  foe  which 
had  fo  long  eluded  the  fight  fo  often  courted,  had 
each  his  fill  of  vengeance  and  blood.  Through  all 
the  ranks  the  word  ran,  ‘  that  they  muft  particu- 
arly  make  fare  of  Facfarinas,  known  to  them 
all  by  fo  many  conflicts  ;  nothing  befides  killing 
the  leader  could  extinguifh  the  war.’  His  Guardi 
were  already  fallen  round  him,  his  fon  was  already 
in  bonds,  and  the  Romans  on  every  fide  pourini- 
upon  him  ;  he  therefore  defperately  rufhed  amono-ft 
the  darts,  and  by  a  death  accomt>amVd  wit-h 


- 
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fight  in  Rome  !  That  nation,  ftruck  with  the  death 
of  Tacfarinas,  and  confcious  of  guilt,  had  fent 
them  to  appeafe  the  refentment  of  the  Roman  peo¬ 
ple.  And. now  that  the  zeal  of  Ptolemy,  during 
that  war  was  known,  in  his  favour  was  revived  a 
cuftom  of  remote  antiquity,  and  one  of  the  Senators 
fent  to  deliver  him  the  ivory  ftaffand  painted  robe  .; 
(the  ufual  prefents  of  the  ancient  Roman  Senate) 
and  to  falute  him  King ,  Friend ,  and  Confederate ♦ 

The  fame  fummer,  the  feeds  of  a  fervile  war 
fpreading  through  Italy,  were  by  chance  fuppreffed. 
The  author  of  the  ftir  was  Titus  Curtihus,  for¬ 
merly  a  foldier  of  the  Praetorian  Guards.  His  firft 
eflays  were  at  clandeftine  meetings  in  Brundufium, 
and  the  neighbouring  towns  ;  afterwards  by  decla¬ 
rations  publicly  hung  up,  he  was  inciting  to  liberty 
the  Agrarian  f laves,  who,  from  living  in  wild  and 
remote  forefts,  were  themfelves  wild  and  fierce.; 
when,  as  it  were,  by  the  benignity  of  the  Gods^ 
three  galleys  belonging  to  the  merchants  landed  on 
that  coaft.  Curtius  Lupus  too,  the  Quaeftor,  was 
then  in  thefe  parts,  as  to  him  had  fallen  for  his 
jurifdi&ion,  according  to  ancient  eftabliihment,  the 
retraining  of  robberies  in  the  woods  and  roads  of 
the  forefts.  Lupus  marfhalled  the  feamen,  and 
by  them  defeated  the  confpiracy,  juft  breaking  out.; 
fo  that  Staius  the  Tribune  difpatched  .thither  by 
the  Emperor,  with  a  tout  band,  dragged  the  leader 
himfelf  and  his  moft  refolute  partizans  to  Rome, 
which  was  already  in  a  terror,  on  account  of  the 
multitude  of  domeftic  Haves,  that  were  till  aug¬ 
menting  immenfly,  while  the  genuine  commonalty 
daily  dwindled. 

During  the  fame  Confuk,  were  brought  into  the 
Senate  a  father  arraigned,  and  his  fon  the  accufer, 
both  named  Vibius  Serenus  ;  a  lad  example  of  hor¬ 
ror  and  calamity  of  the  times  !  the  father  already  an 

exile,  now  haled  back  to  a  frefh  trial,  covered  with 
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raas  and  naftinefs,  then  too  bound  in  chains,  heard 
himfelf  impleaded  by  his  fon.  The  young  man, 
drefled  with  mighty  elegance,-  with  a  countenance 
chearful  and  elate,  alledged  4  a  plot  framed  againft 
4  the  Emperor,  and  that  fome  of  the  confpirators 
4  were  fent  into  Gaul,  to  inftigate  a  rebellion 
4  there.’  Thus  he  became  againft  his  father  a 
witnefs  as-  well  as  an  informer.  He  likewife 
*  charged  Caecilius  Cornutus,  formerly  Praetor, 

4  with  having  furnifhed  money.’  Cornutus  had, 
in  truth,  with  his  own  hands  difpatched  himfelf, 
only  from  the  pain  of  anxiety,  and  becaufe  he  held 
accufation  for  a  certain  fignal  of  deftrudbion.  The 
accufed,  on  the  other  fide,  with  a  fpirit  nothing 
dejedbed,  turning  full  upon  his  fon,  and  ihaking  his 
chains,  invoked  4  the  avenging  Gods,  that  to 
c  himfelf  they  would  firft  reftore  his  place  of  exile, 
€  where,  far  from  fuch  direful  doings  he  might  pa(s 
4  his  days  ;  and  that  juft  vengeance  might  one  day 
4  overtake  his  fon.’  He  infifted  too,  4  that  Cor-- 
4  nutus  was  innocent,  and  only  terrified  with  forged 
4  crimes,  as  might  be  eafily  learnt,-  if  other  ac~ 
4  complices  were  produced  ^  for  it  was  not  proba- 
4  ble  that,  with  one  confederate  only,  he  fhould 
4  have  meditated  the  murder  of  the  Prince,  and  a 
4  change  of  the  State.’ 

The  accufer  then  named  Cneius  Lentulus,  and 
Seius  Tubero,  to  the  great  confufion  of  Tiberius, 
when  men  of  the  firft  figure  in  Rome,  his  own  in¬ 
timate  friends,  Lentulus  extremely  old,  Tubero 
broken  with  infirmities,  were  charged  with  devifing 
hoftile  infurredtions  againft  the  State.  But  they 
were  both  p ailed  over  without  a  paufe.  Againft 
the  father  his  flaves  were  examined  upon  the  rack  ; 
and  their  examination  went  againft  the  accufer, 
who,  diftradted  with  guilt,  and  frightened  befides 
with  the  threatnings  of  the  populace,  dooming  him 
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to  the  dungeon,  the  rack,  and  the  pains  of  parri- 
cu.e,  ned  out  of  Rome.  He  was  dragged  back 
irom  Ravenna,  and  compelled  to  profecute  his  ac- 
ciuation;  1  iberius,  no  wife  concealing  his  old 
hatred  to  the  exile  Serenus,  for  that,  -after  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  Libo,  he  had  by -letters  upbraided  the 
Empeior,  that  his  iignal  zeal  in  that  trial  remained 
Without  reward  ;  he  had  likewife  inferted  fome  ex¬ 
pressions  more  contumacious  than  fafe  in  the  tender 
Tars  a  I  rince  naturally  proud  and  prone  to  re- 
fentment.  Flis  words  were  eight  years  after  re- 
h  ear  fed  by  .Tiberius,  who  alfo  charged  him  with 
rnany  ni  11  demeanors  during  that  interval,  though 
through  the  obftinacy  of  his  flaves  nothing,  hefaid, 
could  be  difcovered  by  torture. 

i  he  votes  being  taken,  and  Serenus  fentenced 

*  }.?  according  to  the  rigour  of  antiquity/ 

Fiberius,  to  foften  the  public  odium,  oppofed  it. 

1  lien  Aimius  Oauus  propofed,  c  to  fhut  him  up 

m  tne  ille  of  Gyarus  or  Donufa  T  a  motion 
which  Tiberius  alfo  rejefied,  arguing,  ‘  that  both 

*  ^iede  ifles  were  deftitute  of  water,  and  that  to 

*  whom  they  granted  life,  the  conveniencies  of 
c  life  ought  likewife  to  he  granted.’  Thus  Sere¬ 
nus  was  carried  back  to  Amorgos.  And  now  that 
Cornutus  had  died  by  his  own  hands,  it  was  moved, 

*  to  aerogate  the  rewards  of  the  accufers,  as  often 

*  as  any  perfon,  charged  with  treafon,  fhould, 
c  before  judgment  paffed,  put  an  end  to  his  own 

*  life.’  And  this  motion  had  been  followed,  but 
that  Tiberius  complained,  with  ffernnefs,  and  now, 
contrary  to  his  wonted  referves,  an  open  advocate 
for  the  accufers,  c  that  by  it  the  laws  would  be  de~ 

‘  feated,  and  the  Commonwealth  overthrown  ; 
e  let  them  rather,  he  faid,  diflolve  the  laws,  than 
c  difmifs  their  guardians.7  'Thus  the  accufers,  a 
fort  of  men  formed  .for  the  defir  action  of  human 


kind 
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kind,  and  indeed,  by  no  pains  or  terrors,  ever  fof- 
ciently  curbed,  were  now  allured  and  prompted  by 
wages. 

In  fuch  a  continued 'feries  of  doleful  proceedings, 
a  fmall  inflance  of  joy  intervened  ;  Caius  Cominius 
a  Roman  Knight,  convicted  of  a  fcurrilous  Poem 
againfl  the  Emperor,  was  pardoned  by  him  at  the 
fupplication  of  his  brother,  who  was  a  Senator, 
Hence  it  was  reckoned  the  more  aftonifjiing,  that 
he  who  knew  better  things,  and  what  public  re¬ 
nown  attended  clemency,  fhould  yet  rather  chufe 
the  ways  of  tyranny  and  horror.  For  neither  did 
he  tranfgrefs  through  want  of  difcernment ;  nor  is 
it  ever  too  intricate  to  be  diffinguifhed,  whether 
the  doings  of  Princes  be  applauded  with  fincerity, 
or  whether  only  with  the  faife  guife  of  joy.  Nay, 
Tiberius  himfelf,  who,  upon  other  occafions,  flu- 
died  his  words,  and  whofe  fpeech  feemed  to  labour, 
yet,  whenever  he  (poke  as  an  advocate,  fpoke  with 
readmefs  and  volubility.  At  this  time,  Publius 
Suilius,  formerly  Quseftor  to  German! cus,  now 
convicted  of  having  taken  money  in  an  affair  where 
he  was  to  decree  as  a  Judge,  was,  for  his  punifh- 
meiit,  to  be ,  expelled  Italy ;  a  fentence  too  mild 
for  the  Emperor,  who  adjudged  him  tobanifhment 
into  an  Ifland,  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that,  with 
the  tye  and  folemnity  of  an  oath,  he  declared '  it 
6  for  die  intereft  of  the  Common- wealth  a  beha¬ 
viour  which  at  that  time  was  Iharply  cenfured,  but 
turned  afterwards  to  his  praife,  when  Suilius  was 
again  returned  to  Rome,  a  following  reign  faw  that 
exile  a  powerful  minion,  and  an  abandoned  mer¬ 
cenary,  one  who  long  poffeffed  the  confidence  of 
Claudius  powerfully,  but  never  honeftly.  Catus 
Firmius  the  Senator,  was  adjudged  to  the  fame  pu- 
nifhment,  c  for  having  forged  treafonable  crimes 
‘  againft  his  own  filler.’  Catus,  as  I  have  before 
declared,  had  lured  Libo  into  his  pernicious  fnares, 
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and  then,  by  informing  againft  him,  procured  his 
overthrow.  Tiberius,  mindful  of  this  fervice,  but 
pretending  other  motives,  befought  a  reverfal  of 
the  fentence  of  banilhment,  but"  to  his  expulfion 
irom  the  Senate,  made  no  oppofition. 

I  am  aware,  that  mofl  of  the  tranfadfions  which 
I  have  already  related,  or  &all  hereafter  re¬ 
late,  may,  perhaps,  appear  minute,  and  too  tri- 
vial  to  be  remembered.  But,  none  muff  compare 
thefe  my  Annals  with  the  writings  of  thofe  who 
compiled  the  Story  of  the  ancient  Roman  people. 
I  hey  had  for  their  fubjedfs  mighty  wars,  potent 
cities  backed,  great  Kings  routed  and  taken  cap- 
tive  ;  or,  if  they  fometimes  reviewed  the  domeftic 
affairs  of  Rome,  they  there  found  the  mutual  ftrife 
and  animofities  of  the  Confuls  and  Tribunes,  the 
Agrarian  and  Frumentary  laws,  pufhed  and  op- 
pofed,  and  the  flruggles  between  the  Nobles  and 
Populace  ;  noble  topics,  and  recounted  by  the  old 
Euftorians  with  free  fcope.  To  me  remains  a 
Rreightened  talk,  and  void  of  glory,  ffeady  peace, 
or  fhort  intervals  of  war,  the  proceedings  at  Rome 
fad  and  tragical,  and  a  Prince  carelcfs  of  extend¬ 
ing  tne  Empire.  Nor  yet  will  it  be  without  its 
profit  to  look  minutely  into  fuch  tranfa&ions,  as, 
however  fmall  at  fr if  view,  give  often  rife  and 
motion  to  ere  at  events. 

r  or,  all  nations  and  cities  are  governed  either 
by  the  populace,  by  the  nobility,  or  by  fngle 
rulers.  7'he  frame  of  a  fate  chofen  and  com¬ 
pacted  out  of  all  thefe  three,  is  eafier  applauded 
than  accomplifhed,  or  if  accomplifhed,  cannot  be 
of  long  duration.  So  that,  as  during  the  Republic, 
either  when  the  power  of  the  people  prevailed,  or 
When  the  Senate  bore  the  chief  fway;  it  was  ne« 
cefiary  to  know  the  genius  of  the  commonalty,  and 
by  what  meafures  they  were  to  be  humoured  and 
jreflrained  j  and  fuch  too  who  were  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted 
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quainted  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Senate  and  leading 
men,  came  to  be  efteemed  fkilful  in  the  times*  and 
men  of  prowefs  :  fo  now,  when  that  eftablifhment 
is  changed,  and  the  prefent  fituation  fuch,  that 
one  rules  all  ;  it  is  of  of  advantage  to  colled  and 
record  thefe  later  incidents,  as  matters  of  public 
example  and  inftru&ion  ;  fince  few  can,  by  their 
own  wifdom,  diftinguifh  between  things  crooked 
and  upright,  few  between  counfels  pernicious  and 
profitable,  and  fince  moft  men  are  taught  by  the 
fate  and  example  of  others.  But  the  prefent  detail, 
however  inftrudive,  yet  brings  fcanty  delight.  It 
is  by  the  defcriptions  and  accounts  of  nations,  by 
the  variety  of  battles,  by  the  memorable  fall  of  il» 
luftrious  Captains,  that  the  foul  of  the  reader  is  • 
engaged  and  refrefhed.  For  myfelf,  I  can  only 
give  a  fad  .difplay  of  cruel  orders,  inceffant  accufa- 
tions,  faithlefs  friendfhips,  the  deftru&ion  of  in» 
nocents,  and  endlefs  trials,  all  attended  with  the 
fame  iffue,  death  and  condemnation ;  an  obvious 
round  of  repetition  and  fatiety  !  Befides  that  the 
old  Hiftorians  are  rarely  cenfured  .;  nor  is  any  man 
-now  concerned  whether  they  chiefxy  magnify  the 
Roman  or  Carthaginian  armies.  But,  of  many 
who  under  Tiberius  fuffered  punifhment,  or  were 
marked  with  infamy,  the  pofterity  are  (till  fubfift- 
ing  ;  or  if  the  families  themfelves  are  extind,  there 
are  others  found,  who  from  a  fimilitude  of  man-» 
ners,  think  that,  in  reciting  the  evil  doings  of 
others,  they  themfelves  are  charged  :  nay,  even 
virtue  and  a  glorious  name  create  foes,  as  they  ex-* 
ppfe  in  a  light  too  obvious  the  oppofite>  characters. 
But  1  return  to  my  undertaking, 

Whilfl  Cornelius  CofTus  and  Afmius  Agrippa 
were  Confuls,  Cremutius  Cordus .  was  arraigned, 
for  that,  €  having  publifhed  Annals,  and  in  them 
1  praifed  Brutus,  he  had  ftiled  Caffius  the  laft  of 
4  the  Romans  5 5  a  new  crime,  then  firfl  created. 

L  5  ,  Satrius 


226  THEANNALS  Book  IV, 

Satrius  Secundus  and  Pinanus  Naifeta  were  his  ac~ 
cufers,  creatures  of  Sejanus  ;  a  mortal  omen  this  to 
be  accufed ;  befides  that  T.  iberius  received  his  de¬ 
fence  with  an  implacable  countenance.  He  began 
it  on  on  this  wife,  eating  away  all  hopes  of  life? 

*  As  to  fafts,  I  am  fo  guiltlefs,  Confcript  Fa- 
i  thers,  that  my  words  only  are  accufed  ;  but  nei- 

*  ther  are  apy  words  of  mine  pointed  again®  the 
4  Emperor,  or  his  Mother,  the  only  per  Ions  com- 

*  prehended  in  the  Law  concerning  violated  Ma- 
jety.  It  is  alledged,  that  I  have  praifed  Brutus 

*  and  Catius,  men  whole  lives  and  aftions  have 

*  been  compiled  by  a  cloud  of  writers,  and  their 

*  memory  treated  by  none  but  with  honour.  Ti- 

*  tus  Livius,  an  hiilorian  eminently  famous  for 

*  eloquence  and  veracity,  celebrated  Pompey  with 

*  fuch  abundant  encomiums,  that  he  was  thence 

*  by  Auguftus  named  Pompeianus  ;  nor  did  this 
<  prejudice  their  common  friend/hip.  Neither 

*  Scipio,  nor  Afranius,  nor  even  this  fame  Caf- 

*  bus,  nor  this  fame  Brutus,  are  any  where  men- 

*  tioned  by  him  as  traitors  and  parricides ,  the  com- 

*  mon  nicknames  now  bellowed  on  them,  but  of- 

*  ten  as  great  and  memorable  men.  The  writings 

*  of  Afini  us  Pollio  have  conveyed  down  the  me- 

*  moiy  of  the  fame  men  under  honourable  cha- 
4  rafters.  Corvinus  Meflala  gloried  to  have  had 

*  Cafhus  for  his  General:  Yet  both  Pollio  and 
4  Corvinus  became  fignally  powerful  in  wealth  and 

*  honours  under  Auguftus.  That  Book  of  Cice- 

*  ro’s,  in  which  he  exalted  Cato  to  the  Ikies,  what 
4  other  animadverfi  on  did  it  draw  from  C  as  far  the 

*  Diftator,  than  a  written  reply,  in  the  fame  flile 
4  and  equality  as  if  before  his  Judges  he  had  made 

*  it?  The  letters  of  Marc  Anthony,  the  fpeeches 

*  of  Brutus,  are  full  of  reproaches,  and  recrimi-r 
4  nations  againff  Auguflus,  falfe  in  truth,  but 
4  urged  with  fignal  afperity.  The  Poems  of  Bi- 

4  baculus.' 
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4  baculus  and  thofe  of  Catullus,  Huffed  with  viru- 
c  lent  fatires  againft  the  Caefars,  are  ftill  read„ 

6  But  even  the.  deified  Julius,  even  the  deified 
£  Auguftus,  bore  all  thefe  invedtives,  and  left 
4  them  unfuppreffed,  whether  with  greater  mode- 
4  ration  or  wifdom,  I  cannot  caflly  fay.  For,  if 
4  they  are  defpifed,  they  fade  away  ;  if  you  wax 
4  wrath,  you  feem  to  avow  them  for  true. 

4  Inftances  from  the  Greeks  I  bring  none :  with 
4  them  not  the  freedom  only,  but  even  the  licen- 
4  tioufnefs  of  fpeech,  is  unpunifhed ;  or  if  any  cor- 
6  redlion  be  returned,  it  is  only  by  revenging 
4  words  with  words.  It  has  been  ever  allowed,. 
4  without  reftri&ion  or  rebuke,  to  pafs  our  judg- 
4  ment  upon  thofe  whom  death  has  withdrawn 
g  from  the  influence  of  affedfion  and  hate.  Are 
4  Caflius  and  Brutus  now  in  arms  ?  Do  they  at 
4  prefent  fill  with  troops  the  fields  of  Philippi  ?  Or 
4  do  I  Are  the  Roman  people,  by  inflammatory 
4  harangues,  with  the  fpirit  of  civil  rage  ?  Brutus 
4  and  Caflius,  now  above  feventy  years  flain,  are 
4  ftill  known  in  their  Statues,  which  even  the  con- 
4  queror  did  not  abolifty;  and  what  do  the  Hifto- 
4  rians,  but  preferve  their  characters  ?  Impartial 
4  pofterity  to  every  man  repays  his  proper  praife  ; 

4  nor  will  there  be- wanting  fuch  as,  if  my  death 
4  is  determined,  will  not  only  revive  the  fiery  of 
4  Caflius  and  Brutus,  hut  even  my  ftoryd  Play¬ 
ing  thus  faid,  he  withdrew  from  the  Senate,  and 
ended  his  life  by  abftinence.  The  Fathers  con,-- 
demned  the  Books  to  be  burned  by  theTEdiJes  % 
but  they  ftill  continued  to  be  fecretly  difperfed^ 
Hence  we  may  juftly  mock  the  fiupidity  of  thofe, 
who  imagine  that  they  can,  by  prefent  power,  ex- 
tinguifli  the  lights  and  memory  of  fucceeding  times  • . 
for,  quite  other  wife,  the  punifhment  of  writers 
exalts  the  credit  of  tKe  writings  ;  nor  did  ever  fo— 
reign  Kings,  or  any  elfe,  who  exercifed-  the  like 

L  6  cruelty^, 
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cruelty,  reap  other  fruit  from  it,  than  infamy  to 
themfelves,  and  glory  to  the  fufferers. 

Now  for  this  whole  year  the  courfe  of  accufa- 
tions  was  fo  conftant,  that  even  during  the  folem- 
nity  of  the  Latin  feftival,  when  Drufus  for  his  in¬ 
auguration,  as  Governor  of  Rome,  had  afcended 
the  Tribunal,  he  was  accofted  by  Calpurnius  Sal- 
vianus  with  a  charge  againft  Sextus  Marius ;  a 
proceeding  openly  refented  by  the  Emperor,  and 
thence  Salvianus  was  banifhed.  The  city  of  Cy- 
fcicus  was  accufed,  4  of  not  obferving  the  worfhip 
of  the  deified  Auguftus  with  additional  crimes, 
*  of  violences  committed  upon  feme  Roman  citi¬ 
zens.  Thus  that  city  loft  her  liberties,  which 
by  her  behaviour  during  the  Mithridatic  war,  fhe 
had  purchafed,  having  in  it  fuftained  a  liege,  and 
as  much  by  her  own  bravery,  as  by  the  aid  of 
LuculJus,  repulfed  the  King.  But  Fonteius  Ca- 
pito,  who  had  as  Proconful  governed  Alia,  was 
acquitted,  upon  proof  that  the  crimes  brought 
againft  him  by  Vibius  Serenus  were  forged.  Yet 
the  forgery  drew  no  penalty  upon  Serenus ;  nay, 
the  public  hate  rendered  him  the  more  fecure ;  for, 
every  accufer,  the  more  eager  and  inceflant  he  was, 
the  more  facred  and  inviolable  he  became.  Only 
the  forry  and  impotent  were  furrendered  to  chaftife- 
ment. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  furthermoft  Spain  be- 
fought  the  Senate  by  their  ambafiadors,  4  that,  af- 
4  ter  the  example  of  Afia,  they  might  ere&  a 
4  Temple  to  Tiberius  and  his  Mother.’  Upon 
this  occafion,  the  Emperor,  always  refolute  in  con¬ 
temning  honours,  and  now  judging  it  proper  to 
confute  thofe,  who  expofed  him  to  the  popular 
cenfure,  of  having  deviated  into  ambition,  fpoke 
in  this  manner.  4  I  know,  Confcript  Fathers, 

4  that  it  is  aferibed  to  a  defedl  of  firmnefs  in  me, 

4  that  whexi  the  cities  of  Aija  petitioned  for  this 

very 
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*  very  thing,  I  withftood  them  not.  I  fhall  there - 
«  fore  now  unfold  at  once  the  motives  of  my 
4  filence  then,  and  the  rules  which  for  the  future  I 
4  am  determined  to  obferve.  Since  the  deified  Au- 
4  guftus  had  not  oppofed  the  founding  at  Perga- 
4  mus  a  Temple  to  himfelf  and  the  city  of  Rome, 
4  I,  with  whom  all  his  adtions  and  fayings  have 
4  the  force  of  laws,  followed  an  example  already 
4  approved,  becaufe  to  the  worfhip  bellowed  upon 
4  me,  that  of  the  Senate  was  annexed.  But  as 
4  the  indulging  of  this,  in  one  inftance,  will  find 
4  pardon  $  fo  a  general  latitude  of  being  adored 
4  through  every  province,  under  the  facred  repre- 
4  fentations  of  the  Deities,  would  denote  a  vain 
4  fpirit,  a  heart  fwelled  with  ambition.  The  glory 
4  too  of  Auguftus  will  evanifb,  if  by  the  promif- 
4  cuous  courtfhip  of  flattery  it  comes  to  be  pro- 
4  ftituted. 

4  For  myfelf,  Confcript  Fathers,  I  am  a  mortal 
4  man  ;  I  am  confined  to  the  functions  of  human 
4  nature  ;  and  if  I  well  fupply  the  principal  place 
4  amongft  you,  it  fuffices  me.  This  I  acknow- 
4  ledge  to  you,  and  this  acknowledgment  I  would 
4  have  poflerity  to  remember.  They  will  do 
4  abundant  right  to  my  memory,  if  they  believe 
4  me  to  have  been  worthy  of  my  anceftors,  watch- 
4  ful  of  the  Roman  ftate,  unmoved  in  perils,  and 
4  in  maintaining  the  public  intereft,  fearlefs  of  pri- 
4  vate  enmities.  Thefe  are  the  Temples  which 
4  in  your  bread's  I  would  raife,  thefe  the  faireft 
4  pourtraitures,  and  fuch  as  will  endure.  As  to 
4  Temples  and  Statues  of  done,  if  the  Idol  adored 
4  in  them  come  to  be  hated  by  pofterity,  they  are 
4  defpifed  as  his  fepulchres.  I  here  therefore  in- 
4  voice  the  Gods,  that  to  the  end  of  my  life  they 
4  would  grant  me  a  fpirit  undifturbed,  and  difeern- 
4  ing  in  duties  human  and  divine  :  hence  too  I 
4  here  implore  our  Citizens  and  Allies,  .that  when¬ 
ever 
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‘  ever  my  diffolution  comes,  they  would  with  appro- 
‘  bation  and  benevolent  teftimonies  of  remern- 
*  trance,  celebrate  my  a&ions  and  retain  the 
‘  odour  of  my  name.’  And  thenceforward  he  per¬ 
severed  in  flighting,  upon  all  occafions,  and  eves 
jn  private  convenation,  this  divine  worfhip  of 
himfelf.  A  condudl  by  fome  afcribed  to  modeftv, 
by  many  to  a  confcious  diffidence,  by  others  to 
degeneracy  of  fpirit ;  4  fxnce  the  mo  It  fublime 
amongft  men  naturally  covet  the  moft  exalted  ho¬ 
nours  :  thus  Hercules  and  Bacchus  amongft  the 
Greeks,  and  with  us  Romulus,  were  added  to 
the  fociety  of  the  Gods.  Auguflus  too  had 
chofen  the  nobler  part,  and  hoped  for  deification. 
All  the  other  gratifications  of  Princes  were  in- 
ftantly  procured  ;  one  only  was  to  he  purlued  in- 
latiably,  the  praife  and  perpetuity  of  their  name. 
For  by  contemning  fame,  the  virtues  that  pro¬ 
cure  it,  are  contemned/ 

Now  Sejanus,  intoxicated  with  excefs  or  for¬ 
tune,  anu  moreover  flimulated  by  the  importunity 
of  Li  via,  who,  witn  the  refllefs  pafiion  of  a  woman, 
craved  the  promifed  marriage,  compofed  a  Memo¬ 
rial  to  the  Emperor.  For,  it  was  then  the  cuftom 
to  apply  to  him  in  writing,  though  he  were  pre¬ 
fer!  t.  This  of  Sejanus  was  thus  conceived  ;  4  that 
■  fiich  had  been  towards  him  the  benevolence  of 
Auguflus,  fuch  and  fo  numerous,  fince,  the  in- 
(  fiances  of  affedlion  from  Tiberius,  that  he  was 
thence  accuftomed,  without  applying  to  the  Gods, 
to  carry  his  hopes  and  prayers  directly  to  the 
Emperors.  Yet  of  them  he  had  never  fought  a 
blaze  of  honours  ;  watching  and  toils  like  thofe 
of  common  foldiers,  for  the  fafe-guard  of  the 
Prince,  had  been  his  choice  and  ambition.  How¬ 
ever,  what  was  mcfl  glorious  for  him  he  had  at¬ 
tained,  to  be  thought  worthy  of  alliance  with 
the  Emperor  3  hence  the  fource  of  his  pre.fent 

6  hopes j 
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«  hopes,  and,  fince  he  had  heard  that  Auguftus, 

«  in  the  difpofal  of  his  daughter,  had  not  been 

*  without  thoughts  even  of  fome  of  the  Roman 

<  Knights  ;  he  begged,  that  if  a  hufhand  were 
4  fought  for  Livia,  Tiberius  would  remember  his 

<  friend,  one  whole  ambition  aimed  no  higher  than 
4  the  pure  and  difmtereffed  glory  of  the  affinity. 

*  For  he  would  never  abandon  the  burden  of  his 
^  prefent  truft,  but  hold  it  fufficient  to  be  enabled 
4  to  fupport  his  houfe  againft  the  injurious  wrath 

<  of  Agrippina ;  and  in  this  he  only  consulted  the 
c  fecurity  ot  his  children,  bor  himielf  ;  his  own 

<  life  would  be  abundantly  long,  whenever  finally 

*  fpent  in  the  miniftry  of  Inch  a  Prince.’ 

For  a  prefent  anfwer,  Tiberius  praifed  the  loyal¬ 
ty  of  Sejanus,  civilly  recounted  the  inftances  of  his 
own  favours  towards  him,  and  required  time,  as  it 
were  for  a  thorough  deliberation.  At  laft  he  made 
this  reply  ;  4  that  all  other  men  were,  in  their 
4  purfuits,  guided  by  the  notions  of  conveniency  , 

4  far  different  was  the  lot  and  lltuation  of  Princes, 

4  who  were  in  their  actions  to  confider  chiefly  the 
4  applaufe  and  good  liking  of  the  public.  He 
4  therefore  did  not  delude  Sejanus  with  an  obvious 
4  and  plaufible  anfwer ;  that  Livia  could  herfejf 
4  determine  whether,  after  Drufus,  fhe  ought 
4  again  to  marry,  or  {till  perlift  his  widow,  and 
4  that  fhe  had  a  mother  and  grand-mother,  nearer 
4  relations  and  more  interefted,  to  advife.  He 
4  would  deal  more  candidly  with  him;  and  firft  as 
4  to  the  enmity  of  Agrippina,  it  would  flame  out 
4  with  frefh  fury,  if,,  by  the  marriage  of  Livia,  the 
4  family  of  the  Caefars  were  rent,,  as  it  were,  into 
4  two  contending  parties  ;  even  as  things  flood, 
4  the  emulation  of  thefe  Ladies  broke  into  frequent 
4  Tallies,  and,  by  their  animofities,  his  grand-fons 
4  were  indicated  different  ways.  What  would  be 

*  the  confequence,  if*  by  (uch  a,  marriage,  the 

4  fltife 
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ftrife  were  inflamed  :  For  you  are  deceived,  Se- 

*  janus,  if  you  think  to  continue  then  in  the  fame 
4  rank  as  now ;  or  that  Livia,  fhe  who  was  firfl 

the  wife  of  the  young  Caius  Caefar,  and  afterwards 
4  of  Drufus,  will  be  of  a  temper  to  grow  old  with 
4  a  hufband  no  higher  than  a  Roman  Knight.  Nay, 
<  allowing  that  I  fufFered  you  afterwards  to  remain 
4  what  you  are  ;  do  you  believe  that  they  who  faw 
4  her  father,,  they  who  faw  her*  brother,  and  the 
4  anceftors  of  our  houfe,  covered  with  the  fupreme 

*  dignities,  will  ever  fuffer  it  ?  You,  in  truth,  pro- 
i  pofe,  to  ftand  (fill  in  the  fame  ffation ;  but  the 
1  great  Magiftrates  and  Grandees  of  the  ftate, 

4  thofe  very  Magiftrates  and  Grandees  who,  in 
‘  Ipight  of  yourfelf,  break  in  upon  you,  and  in  all 
€  affairs  court  you  as  their  Oracle,  make  no  fecret 

*  of  maintaining  that  you  have  long  fince  exceeded 
4  the  bounds  of  the  Equeffrian  Order,  and  far  out- 

*  gone  in-  power  all  the  confidents  of  my  father ; 

1  and  from  their  hatred  to  you,  they  alfo  cenfure 

*  me.  But,  it  feems*  Auguftus>  deliberated  about 
4  giving  his  daughter  to  a  Roman  Knight.  Where 
4  is  the  wonder,  if,  perplexed  with  a  crowd  of  di- 

*  ffra6fing  cares,  and  apprized  to  what  an  un- 
4  bounded  height  above  others  he  raifed  whomfo- 
4  ever  he  dignified  with  fuch  a  match,  he  talked 
4  of  Proculeius,  and  fome  like  him,  remarkable 
4  for  the  retirednefs  of  their  life,  and  no  wife  en- 
4  gaged  in  the  affairs  of  ftate  ?  But  if  we  are  irr- 
4  fluenced  by  the  hefitation  of  Auguftus,  how 
4  much  more  powerful  is  his  decifion,  fince  he  be- 
4  flowed  his  daughter  on  Agrippa,  and  then  on 
4  me  ?  Thefe  are  confiderations  which  in  friend- 
4  {hip  I  have  not  with-held  ;  however,  neither 
4  your  own  inclinations,  nor  thofe  of  Livia,  fhall 
4  be  ever  thwarted  by  me.  The  fecret  and  con- 
4  ftant  purpofes  of  my  own  heart  towards  you,  and 
4  with  what  further  ties  of  affinity,  I  am  contrive 
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4  ing  to  bind  you  ftill  fafter  to  me,  I  at  prefent 
4  forbear  to  recount.  Thus  much  only  I  will  de« 
4  clare,  that  there  is  nothing  fo  high,  but  thofe 
4  abilities,  and  your  fingular  zeal  and  fidelity  to- 
4  wards  me,  may  juftly  claim,  as,  when  oppor- 
4  tunity  prefents,  either  in  Senate,  or  in  a  popular 
4  affembly,  I  fhali  not  fail  to  teftify/ 

In  anfwer  to  this,  Sejanus,  no  longer  folliciting 
the  marriage,  but  filled  with  higher  apprehenfions, 
befought  him  4  to  refill  the  dark  fuggeftions  of 
4  fufpicion,  to  defpife  the  pratings  of  the  vulgar, 
4  nor  to  admit  the  malignant  breath  of  envy.’  And 
as  he  was  puzzled  about  the  crowds  which  incef- 
fantly  haunted  his  houfe,  left  by  keeping  them  off* 
he  might  impair  his  power,  or  by  encouraging 
them,  furnifh  a  handle  for  criminal  imputations, 
he  came  to  this  refult,  that  he  would  urge  the  Em¬ 
peror  out  of  Rome,  to  fpend  his  life  remote  from 
thence  in  delightful  retirements.  From  this  coun- 
fel  he  forefaw  many  advantages  ;  upon  himfelf 
would  depend  all  accefs  to  the  Emperor ;  all  letters 
and  exprefles  would,  as  the  foldiers  were  the  car¬ 
riers,  be  in  great  meafure  under  his  direction  ;  in 
a  little  time  the  Prince,  now  in  declining  age,  and 
then  foftened  by  recefs,  would  more  eafily  transfer 
upon  him  the  whole  charge  of  the  Empire  3  he 
fhould  be  removed  from  the  multitude  of  fuch  as  to 
make  their  court,  attended  him  at  Rome,  and 
thence  one  fource  of  envy  would  be  ftopt.  So  that 
by  difcharging  the  empty  phantoms  of  power,  he 
fhould  augment  the  effentials.  He  therefore  began 
by  little  and  little  to  rail  at  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  at 
Rome,  the  throng  of  people,  the  flock  of  fuitors  ; 
he  applauded  4  retirement  and  quiet,  where, 
4  while  they  were  feparate  from  irkfome  fatigues, 
4  nor  expofed  to  the  difcontents  and  refentments  of 
4  particulars,  all  affairs  of  moment  were  bell  dif- 
4  patched/ 


Oppor» 
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Opportunely  for  Sejanus,  there  happened  about 
tnat  time  the  trial  of  Votienus  Montanus,  a  man 
of  celebiated  wit;  a  trial  which  determined  Tibe¬ 
rius  to  fhun  all  affemblies  of  the  fathers,  and  thence 
dcape  hearing  the  true  and  painful  reflexions  which 
•  to  his  face  were  there  uttered.  For,  as  Votienus. 
was^  charged  with  contumelious  fpeeches  a^ainfb 
C:e;ar  ;  A  mil  ins  the  witnefs,  a  man  of  the  fword, 
from  a  zeal  to  make  good  his  evidence,  rehearfed 
every  tittle  he  had  heard,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
clamour  laned  to  flop  his  mouth,  he  perfiiled  in 
the  detail  with  notable  obftinacy.  By  this  means 
Tiberius  heard  the  bitter  reproaches  by  which  he 
was  fecretly  goaded,  and  was  fo  ftricken,  that  he 
waxed  vehement,  and  cried,  ‘  he  would  inftantly 
6  c3ear  himfelf  in  their  prefence,  or  before  an  af- 

*  fcmb3y  ob  the  people  f  nor  fcarce  could  the 
prayers  of  his  particular  friends,  and  flatteries  of 
all,  calm  him.  Votienus  buffered  the  pains  of 
treafon.  For  Tiberius  having  learnt  that  he  was 
upbraided  with  cruelty  towards  the  accufed,  and 
growing  thence  more  obftinately  cruel,  punifhed 
Aquila  with  exile,  for  adultery  with  Varius  Ligur, 
though  fhe  were  already  fentenced  by  Lentulus 
Getulicus,  Conful  eled,  to  the  penalties  of  the 
Julian  law.  Fie  alfo  razed  Apidius  Merula  from 

.  Hft  of  Senators,  c  becaufe  he  had  not  fworn 

*  upon  the- Ads  of  the  deified  Auguftus/ 

Next  were  heard  embaffadors  from  the  Lacede¬ 
monians  and  Meffenians,  about  the  right  that  each 
people  claimed  to  the  Temple  of  Diana  Limenetis, 
which  the  Lacedemonians  afTerted  to  be  theirs, 
c  founded  in  their  territory,  and  dedicated  by  their 
c  anceiiors,5  and  offered  as  proofs  the  ancient  au¬ 
thority  ot  their  Annals,  and  the  Hymns  of  the  old 
Poets  ;  c  It  had  been  in  truth  taken  from  them  by 
i  the  fuperior  force  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  when 
6  at  war  with  him,  but  afterwards  reftored  by  the 
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4  judicial  decifion  of  Julius  Caefar  and  Marc  An- 
4  thonyd  The  Meffenians,  on  the  contrary, 
pleaded,  *  the  ancient  partition  of  Peloponnefus 
4  among#  the  defcendants  of  Hercules,  whence  the 
4  territory  where  the  Temple  Food,  had  fallen  to 
4  their  King,  and  the  monuments  of  that  allot- 
4  ment  Hill  remained,  engraven  in  ftone  and  old 
4  tables  of  brafs  ;  but,  if  the  teflimony  of  Hifto- 
4  ries  and  Poets  were  appealed  to,  they  themfelves 
4  had  the  moll  and  the  fulled: .  Nor  had  Philip, 
4  in  his  decifion,  adled  by  power,  but  from  equity; 
4  the  fame  afterwards  was  the  adjudgment  of  King 
4  Antigonus,  the  fame  that  of  the  Roman  Com- 
4  mander  Mummius.  Thus  too  the  Milefians  had 
4  awarded,  they  who  were  by  both  fides  cho fen 
4  arbitrators  ;  and  thus  Iai fly  it  had  been  deter- 
4  mined  by  Attidius  Geniinus,  Praetor  of  Achaia.5 
The  Medenians  therefore  gained  the  fuit.  The 
citizens  alfo  of  Segedum  applied  on  behalf  of  the 
Temple  of  Venus  on  Mount  Eryx,  4  which,  hav- 
4  ing  fallen  through  age,  they  defired  might  be  re- 
4  ftoredf  They  reprefented  the  dory  of  its  Origin 
and  Antiquity,  a  well  pleafmg  flattery  to  Tiberius, 
who  frankly  took  uponhimfelf  the  charge,  as  kinfr 
man  to  the  Goddefs.  Then  was  di  feuded  the  pe¬ 
tition  from  the  citizens  of  Marfeilles,  and  what 
they  claimed  according  to  the  precedent  of  Publius 
Rutilius,  was  approved  ;  for  Rutilius,  though  by 
a  law  expelled  from  Rome,  had  been  by  thofe  of 
Smyrna  adopted  a  citizen  ;  and  as  Volcatius  Mof- 
chus,  another  exile,  had  found  at  Marfeilles  the 
fame  privilege  and  reception,  he  had  to  their  Re¬ 
public,  as  to  his  country,  bequeathed  his  edate. 

There  died  this  year  thofe  noble  Romans, 
Cneius  Lentulus  and  Lucius  Domitius.  Lentulus 
to  his  public  honours,  thofe  of  the  confulfhip,  and 
the  endgns  of  triumph  over  the  Getulaeans,  had 
added  that  of  private  poverty  honourably  borne. 
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and  afterwards  the  fplendor  of  mighty  wealth,  vir- 
tuoufly  acquired  and  modeftly  enjoyed.  Upon 
Domitius  devolved  the  luflre  of  his  father,  who  in 
the  Civil  War  held  the  dominion  of  the  fea,  till* 
he  efpoufed  firft  the  intered:  of  Marc  Anthony,  and" 
anon  that  of  Auguftus.  His  grand-father  had  fallen 
for  the  caufe  of  the  Patriots  and  Senate,  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  of  Pharfalia.  He  himfelf  was  chofeir  for  the 
hufband  of  the  younger  Antonia,  daughter  of  Oc- 
tavia.  He  afterwards  led  an  army  over  the  Elb, 
and  advanced  farther  into  Germany  than  any  Ro¬ 
man  before  him.  Thefe  things  procured  him  the 
enfigns  of  triumph.  There  alfo  died  Lucius  An- 
tonius,  of  a  race  greatly  illuftrious,  but  unhappy  ; 
for  Julius  Antonins  his  father  having  fuftered  death 
for  adultery  with  Julia,  Auguftus  removed  this 
Lucius,  then  a  child,  and  the  grand-fon  of  his 
fitter,  to  the  city  of  Marfeilles,  where,  under  the 
guife  of  his  ttudies,  the  name  of  his  exile  might 
be  hid.  To  his  death,  however,  public  honour 
was  paid,  and  by  a  decree  of  Senate  his  bones  were 
repofited  in  the  tomb  of  the  Odtavii* 

During  the  fame  Confuls,  a  bloody  attafflnation 
was  perpetrated  in  the  nethermoft  Spain,  by  a  boor 
in  the  territory  of  Termes.  By  him  Lucius  Pifo, 
Governor  of  the  Province,  as  he  travelled  carelefs  and 
unattended,  relying  on  the  eftablifhed  peace,  was 
difpatched  at  one  deadly  blow.  The  afTaffin, 
however,  efcaped  to  a  foreft,  by  the  fleetnefs  of 
his  horfe,  and  there  difmiffed  him  ;  from  thence, 
travelling  over  rocks  and  pathlefs  places,  he  baffled 
his  purfuers  ;  but  his  lurking  latted  not  long  ;  for 
his  horfe  being  taken  and  (hewn  through  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  villages,  it  was  thence  learned  who  was 
the  owner  ;  fo  that  he  too  was  .found  :  but  when 
put  to  the  rack  to  declare  his  accomplices,  he  pro¬ 
claimed  with  a  mighty  and  allured  voice,  in  the 
language  of  his  country,  c  that  in  vain  they  que- 
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.4  {Honed  him  ;  his  affociates  might  ftand  fafely  by 
•4  and  witnefs  his  conftancy,  for  that  no  force  of 
c  torture  could  be  fo  exquifite  as  from  him  to  ex- 
4  tort  a  difcovery.’  Next  day  as  he  was  dragged 
back  to  the  rack,  he  burft  with  a  vehement  elfoit 
from  his  guard,  and  dafhed  his  head  fo  delperately  •< 
againft  a  hone,  that  he  inftantly  expired.  Pifo  is 
believed  to  have  been  alTaflinated  by  a  plot  of  the 
Termeftinians,  as,  in  exadling  the  repayment  of 
fome  money,  feized  from  the  public,  he  adfed 
with  more  afperity,  than  a  rough  people  could 

bear. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Lentulus  Getuhcus  and 
Uaius  Calvifius,  the  triumphal  enfigns  were  decreed 
to  Poppaeus  Sabinus,  for  having  routed  fome  clans 
of  Thracians,  who,  living  wildly  on  the  high 
mountains,  a&ed  thence  with  more  daring  outrage 
and  contumacy.  The  ground  of  their  late  com¬ 
motion,  not  to  mention  the  favage  genius  of  the 
people,  was  their  fcorn  and  impatience,  to  fee  re¬ 
cruits  railed  amongft  them,  and  all  their  flouted, 
men  lifted  in  our  armies,  accuftomed  as  they  were 
not  even  to  obey  their  native  Kings  further  than 
their  own  humour,  nor  to  aid  them  with  forces  but 
under  Captains  of  their  own  chufing,  nor  to  fight 
againft  any  enemy  but  their  own  borderers.  Their 
difcontents  too  were  inflamed  by  a  rumour  then 
current  amongft  them,  that  they  were  to  be  dif- 
perfed  into  different  regions,  exterminated  from  x 
their  own,  and  to  be  mixed  with  other  nations. 
But  before  they  began  hoftilities,  they  fent  Em- 
baftadors  to  Sabinus,  to  reprefent  4  their  paft 
4  friendfhip  and  fubmiflion,  and  that  the  fame 
4  fhould  continue,  if  they  were  provoked  by  no 
4  frefh  impofitions ;  but  if,  like  a  people  fubdued 
4  by  war,  they  were  doomed  to  bondage,  they 
4  had  able  men  and  fteel*  and  fouls  determined  up- 
4  on  liberty  or  death  d  The  Embaffadors,  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time,  pointed  to  their  ftrong  holds  founded 
upon  precipices,  boafled  that  they  had  thither  con¬ 
veyed  their  wives  and  parents,  and  indeed  threat¬ 
ened  a  war  intricate,  hazardous,  and  bloody. 

Sabinus  amufed  them  with  gentle  anfwers,  till 
he  could  draw  together  his  army,  while  Pompo- 
nius  Labeo  was  advancing  with  a  Lemon  from 
Mcefia,  and  King  Rhemetaices  with  a  body  of 
Thracians  who  had  not  renounced  their  allegiance. 
With  thefe,  and  what  forces  he  had  of  his  own, 
he  marched  towards  the  foe,  now  fettled  in  the 
palTes  of  tne  rorefl ;  fome,  more  bold,  prefented 
themfelves  upon  the  hills.  Againfl  the  lafl,  the 
Roman  General  firft  bent  his  forces  in  battle,  and 
without  difficulty  drove  them  thence,  but  with 
fmall  daughter  of  the  Barbarians,  becaufe  of  their 
immediate  refuge.  Here  he  flreight  raifed  an  en¬ 
campment,  and  with  a  flout  band  took  pofleflion 
of  a  hill,  which  extended  with  an  even  narrow 
ridge  to  the  next  fortrefs,  which  was  garrifoned  by 
a  great  hoft  of  armed  men  and  rabble ;  and  as  the 
moff  refblute  were,  in  the  way -of  the  nation,  riot¬ 
ing  without  the  fortification  in  dances  and  fongs, 
he  forthwith  difpatched  againfl  them  his  feledt 
archers.  I  hefe,  while  they  only  poured  in  vol¬ 
leys  of  arrows  at  a  diflance,  did  thick  and  exten¬ 
sive  execution ;  but,  approaching  too  near,  were 
by  a  ludden  lally  put  in  diforder.  They  were 
however  fupported  by  a  Cohort  of  the  Sigam- 
brians,  purpofely  polled  by  Sabinus  in  readinefs 
againfl  an  exigency,  a  people  equally  terrible  in  the 
boiflerous  and  mixed  uproar  of  their  voices  and 
arms. 

He  afterwards  pitched  his  camp  nearer  to  the 
enemy,  having  in  his  former  entrenchments  left 
the  "Thracians,  whom  I  have  mentioned  to  have 
joined  us.  "To  them  tod  was  permitted  c  to  lay 
6  wafle,  burn,  and  plunder,  on  condition  that  their 
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<  ravages  were  confined  to  the  day,  and  that,  at 
6  nights  they  kept  within  the  camp,  fecure  under 
6  guard/  This  reftridlion  was  at  firft  obferved  ; 
but  anon,  falling  into  riot,  as  they  grew  opulent 
in  plunder,  they  neglected  their  guards,  and  re- 
figned  themfelves  to  gaiety  and  banquetting,  to  the 
intoxication  and  lloth  of  wine  and  deep.  The 
enemy  therefore,  apprized  of  their  negligence, 
formed  themfelves  into  two  bands,  one  to  fet  upon 
the  plunderers,  the  other  to  a  {fault  the  Roman 
camp,  with  no  hopes  of  taking  it,  but  only  that 
the  foldiers,  alarmed  with  fhouts  and  darts,  and 
all  intent  upon  their  own  defence,  might  not  hear 
the  dinn  of  the  other  battle  moreover,  to  heighten 
the  terror, -it  was  to  be  done  by  night.  Thofe 
who  afiailed  the  lines  of  the  legions,  were  eafily 
repulfed  5  but  the  auxiliary  Thracians  were  terrified 
with  the  fiidden  encounter,  as  they  were  utterly 
unprepared.  Part  of  them  lay  along  the  entrench-' 
ments,  many  were  roaming  abroad ;  and  both 
were  {lain  with  the  keener  vengeance,  as  they 
were  upbraided  4  for  fugitives  and  traitors,  who 
* c  bore  arms  to  eftablifh  fervitude  over  their  coun- 
c  try  and  themfelves/ 

Next  day  Sabinus  drew  up  his  army  in  view  of 
the  enemy,  on  ground  equal  to  both,  to  try,  if, 
elated  with  their  fuccefs  by  night,' they  would  ven¬ 
ture  a  battle  ^  and,  when  they  fti'll  kept  within  the 
fortrefs,  or  on  the  clutter  of  hills,  he  began  to  be¬ 
gird  them  with  a  fiege,  and  ftrengthening  his  old 
lines,  and  adding  new,  enclofed  a  circuit  of  four 
miles.  Then,  to  deprive  them  of  water  and  fo¬ 
rage,  he  ftreigbtened  his  entrenchment  by  degrees, 
and  hemmed  them  in  ftill  clofer.  A  bulwark  was 
alfo  railed,  whence  the  enemy,  now  within  throw, 
were  annoyed  with  difcharges  of  tt6nes,  darts,  and 
fire.  But  nothing  aggrieved  them  fo  vehemently 
as  thirft,  whilfl  only  a  fingle  fountain  remained 

arnongft 
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amongft  a  huge  multitude  of  armed  men  and  fami¬ 
lies  ;  their  horfes  too  and  cattle,  penned  up  with 
the  people,  after  the  barbarous  manner  of  the 
country,  perifhed  for  want  of  provender.  Amongft 
the  carcaftes  of  beafts  lay  thofe  of  men,  fome  dead 
of  thirft,  fome  of  their  wounds,  on  all  hands  a 
horrible  fcene  of  putrefaction,  ftench,  and  loath- 
fomnefs.  To  thefe  diftrelles  alfo  accrued  the  laft 
and  moil  confummate  of  all  calamities,  that  of 
dilcord ;  fome  were  difpofcd  to  furrender,  others 
propcfed  prefent  death,  and  to  fall  upon  one  ano¬ 
ther.  There  were  fome  too  who  advifed  a  fall 7, 
and  to  die  avenging  their  deaths.  Nor  were  thefe 
laft  mean  men,  though  diflenting.  from  the  reft. 

But  one  of  their  leaders,  his  name  Dinis,  a  man 
ftricken  in  years,  by  long  experience  acquainted 
with  the  power  and  clemency  of  the  Romans,  ar¬ 
gued,  4  that  they  muft  lay  down  their  arms,  the 
4  fame  being  the  foie  cure  for  their  preding  cala- 
4  mities,’  and  was  the  firft  who  lubmitted,  with 
his  wife  and  children  to  the  conqueror.  There 
followed  him  all  that  were  weak  through  fex  or 
age,  and  fuch  as  had  a  greater  paflion  for  life  than 
glory.  The  young  men  were  parted  between 
Tarfa  and  Turelis,  both  determined  to  fall  with 
liberty,  but  Tarfa  declared  earneftly  4  for  inftant 
4  death,  fince  by  it  all  hopes  and  fears  were  at 
4  once  to  be  extinguifhed,’  and,  fetting  an  exam¬ 
ple,  buried  his  fword  in  his  breaft.  Nor  were 
there  wanting  fome  who  difpatched  themfelves  the 
fame  way.  Turelis  and  his  band  ftaid  for  night ; 
of  which  our  General  was  aware.  The  guards 
were  therefore  ftrengthened  with  extraordinary  re¬ 
inforcements  ;  and  now  with  the  night  darknefs 
prevailed,  its  horror  heightened  by  outragious  rain  ; 
the  enemy  too  with  tumultuous  fhouts,  and  by 
turns  with  profound  filence,  alarmed  and  puzzled 
the  befiegers.  Sabinus  therefore  going  round  the 
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camp,  warned  the  foldiers,  c  that  they  fhould  not 
c  be  mifguided  by  the  deceitful  voice  of  uproar* 
6  nor  truft  to  a  feigned  calm,  and  thence  open  an 
c  advantage  to  the  enemy,  who  by  thefe  wiles 
*  fought  it ;  but  keep  immoveably  to  their  feveral 
‘  pofts,  nor  throw  their  darts  at  random.’ 

Juft  then  came  the  Barbarians,  pouring  in 
droves ;  here,  with  ftones,  with  wooden  javelins 
hardened  in  the  fire,  and  with  the  broken  limbs  of 
trees,  they  battered  the  palifade ;  there  with  hur¬ 
dles,  faggots,  and  dead  bodies,  they  filed  the 
trench.  By  others,  bridges  and  ladders,  both  be¬ 
fore  framed,  were  planted  again  ft  the  battlements 
which  they  violently  grappled  and  tore,  and  ftow* 
gled  hand  to  hand  with  thofe  who  oppofed  them* 
'I  he  Romans,  on  the  other  fide,  beat  them  back 
with  their  bucklers,  drove  them  down  with  darts 
and  hurled  upon  them  great  mural  flakes  and  heaps 
of  ftones.  On  both  fides  were  powerful  ftimula- 
tions;  on  ours,  the  hopes  of  vi&orjf  almoft  gained.* 
if  we  perfifted,  and  thence  the  more  glaring  infa- 
my?  if  we  recoiled  ;  on  theirs,  the  laft  ftrugo-le  for 
ti.eir  lire,  moll  of  them  too  infpired  with  the  af¬ 
fecting  prefence  of  their  mothers  and  wives,  and 
made  defperate  by  their  dolorous  wailings.  The 
night  was  an  advantage  to  the  cowardly  and  the 
brave.  Blows  were  dealt,  the  linker  knew  not 
upon  whom,  and  wounds  received,  the  wounded 
knew  not  whence  :  fuch  was  the  utter  ind'iftino 
tion  of  friend  and  foe.  Moreover,  the  eccho  from 
the  cavities  of  the  mountain  reprefented  to  the 

Romans  the  Ihouts  of  the  enemy  as  behind  them, 

and  created  fuch  general  diforder  and  alarm,  that 
in  fome  places  they  deferted  their  lines,  as  believ¬ 
ing  them  already  broken  and  entered  ;  yet  fuch  of 
the  enemy  as  broke  through  were  very  few.  All 

*e,lnfj  th®‘^  moft  refolute  champions  being 
Wounded  or  flam,  were  at  the  returning  light  driven 
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back  to  their  fort  ?  where  they  were  at  length  forced 
to  furrender  ;  as  did  the  places  circumjacent  of  their 
own  accord.  The  remainder  could  then  be  nei¬ 
ther  forced  nor  familhed  ;  as  they  were  protected 
by  a  furious  winter,  always  fudden  about  Mount 
Haemus. 

At  Rome  difcord  {hook  the  Prince’s  family  ; 
and,  to  begin  the  feries  of  deftrudtion  which  was 
to  end  in  Agrippina,  Claudia  Pulchra  her  coufin 
was  accufed,  Domitius  Afer  the  accufer.  This 
man,  juft  out  of  the  Prsetorfliip,  in  eftimation 
final!,  but  hafty  to  fignalize  himfelf  by  fome  not¬ 
able  exploit,  however  heinous,  alledged  againft 
her  the  4  crimes  of  proftitution,  of  adultery  with 
*  Furnius,  of  magical  execrations,  and  poifon  pre- 
4  pared  againft  the  life  of  the  Emperor.’  Agrip¬ 
pina,  ever  vehement,  and  then  in  a  flame  for  the 
peril  of  her  kinfwoman,  flew  to  Tiberius,  and  by 
chance  found  him  facri being  to  the  Emperor  his 
father.  Having  got  this  handle  for  upbraiding  him, 
£he  told  him,  4  that  it  ill  became  the  fame  man 
4  to  flay  victims  to  the  deified  Auguftus,  and  to 
4  perfecute  his  children ;  his  divine  fpirit  was  not 
4  transfufed  into  dumb  Statues  ;  the  genuine  images 
4  of  Auguftus  were  the  living  defeendents  from  his 
4  celeftial  blood  j  fhe  herfelf  was  one,  one  fenfible 
4  of  impending  danger,  and  now  in  the  mournful 
4  ftate  of  a  fupplicant.  In  vain  were  foreign  crimes 
4  pretended  againft  Pulchra,  when  the  only  caufe 
4  of  her  concerted  overthrow  was  her  affeftion  for 
4  Agrippina,  foolifhly  carried  even  to  adoration  | 
4  forgetful  as  fhe  was  of  the  fate  of  Sofia,  a  con- 
4  derailed  fufferer  for  the  fame  fault.’  All  thefe 
bitter  words  drew  fmall  anfwer  from  the  dark 
breaft  of  Tiberius  ;  he  rebuked  her,  by  quoting  a 
Greek  verfe,  4  that  Ihe  was  therefore  aggrieved, 
4  becaufe  fhe  did  not  reign.’  Pulchra  and  Fur¬ 
nius  were  condemned.  Afer,  having  thus  dis¬ 
played 
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played  his  genius,  and  gained  a  declaration  from 
Tiberius,  pronouncing  him  eloquent  in  bis  own  in¬ 
dependent  right ,  was  ranked  with  the  moft  cele¬ 
brated  Orators.  Afterwards,  in  profecuting  accu- 
fations,  or  in  protecting  the  accuied,  he  flourifhed 
more  in  the  fame  of  eloquence  than  in  that  of  up- 
rigntnefs.  Old  age,  however,  eminently  funk  the 
credit  and  vigour  of  his  eloquence,  whilft,  with 
parts  decayed,  he  ft  ill  retained  a  pafiion  for  ha¬ 
ranguing. 

Agrippina  ftill  foflering  her  wrath,  and  feized 
too  with  a  bodily  diforder,  received  the  Emperor, 
come  purpofely  to  fee  her,  with  many  tears  and 
long  ftlence.  At  laft  fhe  accofled  him  with  invi¬ 
dious  expoftulations  and  prayers,  c  that  he  would 
t  relieve  her  folitude,  and  give  her  a  hufband. 
6  She  was  ftill  endowed  with  proper  youth  ;  to 
<  virtuous  women  there  was  no  confolation  but 

*  that  of  marriage,  and  Rome  afforded  illuftrious 
s  men,  who  would  readily  affent  to  entertain  the 

*  wife  of  Germanicus,  and  his  children.’  Tibe¬ 
rius  was  not  ignorant  to  what  mighty  power  in  the 
State  that  demand  tended  ;  but,  that  he  might  be¬ 
tray  no  tokens  of  refentment  or  fear,  he  left  her, 
though  inftant  with  him,  without  an  anfwer.  This 
paflage,  not  related  by  the  Authors  of  our  Annals, 
.1  found  in  the  Commentaries  of  her  daughter 
Agrippina,  her  who  was  the  mother  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror  Nero,  and  has  publifhed  her  own  life,  with 
the  fortunes  of  her  family. 

As  to  Agrippina,  dill  grieving  and  void  of  fore¬ 
fight,  (he  was  yet  more  fenftbly  difmayed  by  an 
artifice  of  Sejanus,  who  employed  fuch  as  under 
colour  of  friendfhip  warned  her,  c  that  poifon  was 
4  prepared  for  her,  and  that  fhe  mult  fhun  eating 
4  at  her  father-in-law’s  table.’  She  was  a  ftranger 
to  all  diflimulation ;  lo  that  as  fhe  fat  near  him 
at  table,  fhe  continued  flately  and  unmoved  ;  not 

M  z  a  word* 
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a  ^  oi  ci 5  not  a  looit  efcaped  her,  and  fhe  touched 
no  part  of  the  meat.  Tiberius  obferved  her,  whe- 
thei  accidentally,  or  that  he  was  Defore  apprized, 
and,  to  be  convinced  by  a  more  powerful  experi¬ 
ment,  praifing  the  apples  that  flood  before  him, 
prefented  fome  with  his  own  hand  to  his  daup-hter- 
in-law.  1  his  only  increafed  the  fufpicion  of 
Agrippina,  and,  without  ever  putting  them  to  her 
moutn,  fhe  delivered  them  to  the  waiters.  For 
all  this,  the  referred  Tiberius  let  not  a  word  drop 
from  him  openly,  but,  turning  to  his  mother,  4  It 

*  was  no  wonder,  he  laid,  if  he  had  really  taken 
c  harfh  m^afures  with  her  who  thus  charged  him 

*  as  a  poifonerP  Hence  a  rumour  fpread,  4  that 
4  her  doom  was  contrived,  and  that  the  Emperor, 

‘  not  daring  to  purfue  it  publicly,  chofe  to  have 

*  her  difpatched  in  fecretP 

Tiberius,  as  a  means  to  divert  upon  other  mat¬ 
ters  the  popular  talk,  attended  ailiduoufly  the  deli¬ 
berations  of  the  Senate,  and  there  heard  for  many 
days  the  feveral  EmbafTadors  from  Afia,  mutually 
contending,  c  in  what  city  fhould  be  built  the 
4  Temple  lately  decreed. *  For  this  honour  eleven 
cities  flrove,  with  equal  ambition,  though  diffe¬ 
rent  in  power }  nor  did  the  pleas  urged  by  all, 
greatly  vary,  namely,  c  the  antiquity  of  their 

*  original,  and  their  diftinguifhed  zeal  for  the  Ro- 
4  man  people,  during  their  feveral  wars  with  Per- 
4  feus,  Ariftonicus,  and  other  Kings.’  But,  the 
Trallians,  the  Laodiceans,  the  Magnefians,  and 
thofe  of  the  Hypaepis,  were  at  once  difmifTed,  as 
infufficient  for  the  charge.  Nor,  in  truth,  had 
they  of  Ilium,  who  reprefented,  4  that  Troy  was 
4  the  mother  of  Rome,'  any  fuperior  advantage, 
befides  the  glory  of  antiquity.  The  plea  of  the 
Halicarnaflians  took  fome  fhort  confederation  ;  they 
afferted,  4  that  for  twelve  hundred  years,  no  earth- 
4  quake  had  fhaken  their  town,  and  that  they 

4  would 
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‘  would  fix  in  a  folid  rock  the  foundations  of 
‘  the  Temple.’  1  he  fame  confiderations  were 
urged  by  the  inhabitants  of  Pergamus,  where  al¬ 
ready  was  erefted  a  Temple  to  Auguftus  ;  a  di- 
ftinction  which  was  judged  fufficient  for  them. 
The  cities  too  of  Ephefus  and  Miletus  feemed 
fully  employed  in  the  ceremonies  of  their  own  di- 
flmct  Deities,  the  former  in  thofe  of  Diana,  the 
other  in  thofe  of  Apollo.  Thus  the  difpute  was 
confined  to  Sardes  and  Smyrna.  The  firil  recited 
a  decree  of  the  Etrurians,  which  owned  them  for 
kinl'men  ;  ‘  for  that  Tyrrhenus  and  Lydus,.  fons 
of  King  Atys,  having  between  them  divided 
4  their  people,  becaufe  of  their  multitude,  Lydus 
‘  re(ettled  in  his  native  country,  and  it  became 
‘  the  of  Tyrrhenus  to  find  out  a  frefh  refidence  - 
and  by  the  names  of  thefe  chiefs  the  parted  peo- 
‘  PJ®  came  afterwards  to  be  called,  Lydians  in 
‘  A/Ia>  Tyrrhenians  in  Italy.  That  the  opulence 
of  the  Lydians  fpread  yet  farther,  by  their  Co- 
1  fomes  lent  under  Pelops  into  Greece,  which 
irom  him  afterwards  took  its  name.’  They 

liKewife  urged  ‘  the  letters  of  our  Generals,  their 
mutual  leagues  with  us  during  the  war  of  Ma- 
cedon,  their  plenty  of  rivers,  temperate  c’i- 
‘  mate,  and  the  fertility  of  the  circumjacent  coun- 


Phe  Smyrneans  having  likewife  rcccnnted  their, 
ancient  eftabhfhment,  ‘  whether  Tantalus,  the 
Ion  of  Jupiter,  or  Thefeus,  the  fon  alfo  of  a 
God  or  one  of  the  old  Amazons,  were  their 
founder,  proceeded  to  confiderations  in  which 
Vey  chlefly  trufted,  their  friendly  offices  to  the 
£"  ^  ^  with  a  naval 

f  ‘n  t,heir  f°reiSn  wars  only,  but  in  thofe 
,  m.efted  Italy.  ‘  It  was  they  who  firft 

t  C3rerd,iTei?Pi®  t0  the  city  of  Rome,  in  the 
Confullhip  of.  Marcus  Porcius,  then,  in  truth, 

^  3  4  when 
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4  when  the  power  of  the  Roman  people  was  al- 
4  ready  mighty,  but  however  not  yet  railed  to  its 
4  higheft  glory  ;  for  the  city  of  Carthage  drill  flood, 

4  and  potent  Kings  governed  Afia.  Witnefs  too 
4  their  generofity  to  Sylla,  when  the  condition  of 
4  his  army,  ready  to  famifh  in  a  cruel  winter  and 
4  a  fcarcity  of  cloaths,  being  related  to  the  Citi- 
4  zens  of  Smvrna  then  aflembled,  all  that  were 
4  prefent  divefted  themfelves  of  their  rayments, 
4  and  fent  them  to  our  Legions.’  Thus  when 
the  votes  of  the  Senators  were  gathered,  the  prc- 
tenfions  of  Smyrna  were  preferred.  It  was  alfo 
moved  by  Vibius  Marfus,  that  Marcus  Lepidus, 
to  whom  the  province  of  Afia  had  fallen,  fhould 
be  attended  by  a  Legate  extraordinary  to  fupervife 
the  building  of  the  Temple  ;  and  as  Lepidus  him- 
felf,  through  modefty,  declined  to  chufe  one,  feve- 
ral  who  had  been  Pise  tors  were  drawn  by  lot,  and 
the  lot  fell  upon  Valerius  Nafo. 

In  the  mean  time,  according  to  a  purpofe  long 
meditated,  and  fi cm  time  to  time  deferred,  7  ibe- 
i»us  at  laic  ictucd  to  Campania,  in  piottiiicn  to 
dedicate  a  Temple  to  Jupiter  at  Capua,  and  one 
at  Nola  to  Auguftus  ;  but  in  truth  determined  to 
remove,  for  ever,  from  Rome.  The  caufe  of  his 
departure  I  have  before  referred  to  the  liratagems 
of  Sejanus  ;  but  though  in  it  I  have  followed  moft 
of  our  authors,  yet,  fince  after  the  execution  of 
Sejanus,  he  perfifled  for  fix  years  in  the  like  dark 
recefs,  I  am  rather  influenced  by  a  flronger  proba¬ 
bility,  that  the  ground  of  his  abfence  is  more  juftly 
to  be  aferibed  to  his  own  fpirit,  while  he  flrove  to 
hide  in  the  fhades  of  folitude,  what  in  deeds  he 
proclaimed,  the  rage  of  his  cruelty  and  luft.  7  here 
were  thofe  who  believed  that,  in  his  old  age,  he 
was  afhamed  of  the  figure  of  his  perfon ;  for  he 
was  very  lean,  long  and  flooping,  his  head  bald, 

his  face  ulcerous,  and  for  the  moft  befmeared  with 

falves  ; 
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falves ;  he  was  moreover  wont,  during  his  recefe 
at  Rhodes,  to  avoid?  the  public,  and  cover  his  de¬ 
bauches  in  fecrecy.  It  is  alfo  related,  that  he  was 
driven  from  Rome  by  the  reftlefs  afpiring  of  his 
Mother,  whom  he  fcorned  to  admit  a  partner  in 
the  Sovereignty,  nor  yet  could  intirely  feclude 
fince  as  her  gift  he  had  received  the  Sovereignty 
itfelf.  For,  Auguftus  had  deliberated  about  fetting 
Germanicus  at  the  head  of  the  Roman  ftate,  his 
fifter’s  grandfon,  and  one  adored  by  all  men  ;  but, 
fubdued  by  the  follicitations  of  his  wife,,  he  adopted 
Tiberius,  and  caufed  Tiberius  to  adopt  Germa¬ 
nicus.  With  this  grandeur  of  her  own  procur¬ 
ing,  Livia  upbraided  her  fon,  and  even  reclaim¬ 
ed  it. 

His  going  was  narrowly  accompanied  by  one 
Senator,  Cocceius  Nerva,  formerly  Conful,  and 
accomplifhed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Laws,  and, 
befides  Sejanus,  by  one  dignified  Roman  Knight, 
Curtius  Atticus.  The  reft  were  men  of  Letters,, 
chiefly  Greeks,  whofe  convcrfadon  pleafed  and 
a  mu  fed  him.  I  he  i  killed  in  Aftrcdorry  declarer?, 

*  That  he  had  left  Rome  in  fuch  a  conjunction  of 

*  the  Planets,  as  for  ever  to  exclude  his  return.’ 
Hence  a  fource  of  deftruClion  to  many,  who  con¬ 
jectured  his  end  to  be  at  hand,  and  publifhed  their 
conjectures  ;  for,  it  was  an  event  too  incredible  to. 
be  forefeen,  that  for  eleven  years  he  fliouid  of 
choice  be  withdrawn  from  his  country.  The  fe- 
que!  difeovered  the  fhort  bounds  between  the  art 
and  the  falihood  of  the  art,  and  what  obfeurities 
perplex  even  the  faCts  which  it  happens  to  foretell. 
That  he  Jhould  never  return  to  Rome ,  proved  not  to 
be  falfiy  faid  ;  as  to  every  thing  elfe  about  him 
they  were  perfectly  in  the  dark,  lince  he  ftill  lived, 
never  far  enfant,  fometimes  in  the  adjacent  chanr- 
pain,  fometimes  on  tne  neighbouring  fhore,  often 

M  4  under 
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under  the  very  walls  of  the  city,  and  died  at  lafl  in 
the  fulnefs  and  extremity  of  age. 

There  happened  to  Tiberius,  about  that  time, 
an  accident,  which,  as  it  threatened  his  life,  fed 
the  empty  Prognoses  at  Rome  ;  but  to  himfelf 
proved  matter  of  more  confidence  in  the  friendfhip 
and  faith  or  Sejanus.  They  were  eating  in  a  Cave 

d  C-  a,  thence  called  Spelunca ,  between  the 
Amyclean  fea  and  the  mountains  of  Fundi.  It 
was  a  native  cave,  and  its  rncuth  fell  fuddenly  in, 
and  buried  under  it  feme  of  the  attendants  ;  hence 
diead  feized  all,  and  they  who  were  celebrating 
the  entertainment,  fed.  As  to  Sejanus,  he  co¬ 
vered  the  Emperor  s  body  with  ms  own,  and  floop- 
12  :g  upon  his  knees  and  nands,  expoied  himfelf  to 
the  defeending  ruin.  Such  was  the  poflure  he  was 
found  in  by  the  foldiers  who  came  to  their  relief. 
He  grew  mightier  from  thence  ;  and  being  now 
conhdered  by  Tiberius  as  one  regardlefs  of  himfelf, 
all  his  ccunfels,  however  bloody  and  defirudlive, 
were  liftened  to  with  blind  credulity ;  fo  that  he 
affumed  the  office  of  a  judge  againlt  the  offspring 
of  Germanicus,  and  fuborned  fuch  as  were  to  a dt 
the  parts  of  accufers,  and  efpecially  to  purfue  and 
blacken  Nero,  the  next  in  fucceffion,  a  young 
prince  modeffi  indeed,  but  forgetful  of  that  reifraint 
and  circumfpedion  which  his  prefent  fituation  re¬ 
quired.  He  was  mifguided  by  his  freedman  and 
the  retainers  to  his  houfe,  who,  eager  to  be  ma¬ 
kers  of  power,  animated  him  with  intemperate 
counfels,  c  That  he  would  fliew  a  fpirit  refolute 
6  and  affiured  ;  it  was  what  the  Roman  people 
c  wifhed,  what  the  armies  longed  for  3  nor  would 
c  Sejanus  dare  then  to  refill,  though  he  now  equai- 
*  ly  infulted  the  tamenefs  of  an  old  man,  and  the 
c  both  of  a  young  one.J 

While  he  liffiened  to  thefe  and  the  like  fuggef- 
tions,  there  eicaped  him,  no  expreffions,  in  truth. 
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of  any  criminal  purpofe,  but  fometimes  fuch  as 
were  refentful  and  unguarded  ;  thefe  were  catchcd  { 
up  by  the  fpies  placed  upon  him,  and  charged 
againft:  him  with  aggravations  ;  neither  was  he  al¬ 
lowed  the  privilege  of  clearing  himfelf.  Several 
threatening  appearances  morever  difmayed  him  ; 
fome  avoided  to  meet  him  ;  others  having  juft  paid 
him  the  falute,  turned  inftantly  away ;  many,  in 
the  midft  of  converfation,  broke  off  and  left  him, 
while  the  creatures  of  Sejanus  flood  ftill  fearlefly 
by,  and  fheered  upon  him.  For  Tiberius  4  he 
always  entertained  him  with  a  ftern  face,  or  a  hol¬ 
low  fmile  3  and  whether  the  youth  fpoke  or  /aid 
nothing,  there  were  crimes  in  his  words,  crimes  in 
his  lilence.  Nor  was  he  fafe  even  in  the  dead  of 
night,  fince  his  uneafinefs  and  watchings,  nay,, 
his  very  fighs,  and  dreams  were,  by  his  wife,  di¬ 
vulged  to  her  mother  Li  via,  and  by  Livia  to  Seja-- 
nus,  who  had  alfo  drawn-  his  brother  Drufus  into 
the  combination,  by  tempting  him  with  the  im¬ 
mediate  proipedt  of  Empire,  if  his  elder  brother, 
already  finking,  were  once  fet  efFedually  afide. 
The  genius  of  Drufus,  naturally  furious,  irrigat¬ 
ed  beftdes  by  a  paftion  for  power,  and  by  the  ufual 
hate  and  competition  between  brothers,  was  fur¬ 
ther  kindled  by  the  partiality  of  Agrippina,  who 
was  fonder  of  Nero.  However,  Sejanus  did  not 
fo  far  favour  Drufus,  but  that  againft  him  too  he 
was  even  then  ripening  the  ftudied  meafures  of  fu¬ 
ture  deftru&ion,  as  he  knew  him  to  be.  violent,  and? 
thence  more  obnoxious  to  fnares. 

In  the  end  of  the  year  departed  thefe  eminent 
perfons,  Afinius  Agrippa,  of  anceftors  more  illu- 
ftrious  than  ancient,  and  in  his  own  character  not: 
unworthy  of  them  5  and  Quintus  Haterius, ,  of  a. 
Senatorian  family,  and  himielf,  while  he  yet  lived ^ 
famous  for  eloquence ;  but  the  monuments  of  his 
genius^  fince  publifhed,  are  not  equally  efteemedi 

M  5  “  lav 
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In  truth,  he  prevailed  more  by  rapidity  than  accu¬ 
racy ;  infomuch  that,  as  the  elaborate  compofi- 
tions  of  others  flouri/h  after  them,  fo  that  enchant¬ 
ing  melody  of  voice  in  Iiaterius,  with  that  fluen¬ 
cy  of  words  which  was  perfonal  to  him,  died  with 
him. 

.  In  the  Confulfhip  of  Marcus  Licinius  and  Lu¬ 
cius  Calpurnius,  the  cafualty  of  an  inftant,  its  be¬ 
ginning  unforeseen,  and  ended  as  foon  as  begun, 
equalled  in  calamity  the  /laughter  and  overthrow 
of  mighty  armies.  One  Atilius  had  undertaken  to 
eredf  an  Amphitheatre  at  Fidena,  there  to  exhi¬ 
bit  a  combat  of  Gladiators  ;  he  was  of  the  race  of 
freedmen,  and  as  he  began  it  from  no  exuberance 
of  wealth,  nor  to  court  popularity  amongft  the  in¬ 
habitants,  but  purely  for  the  meannefs  of  gain, 
he  neither  ellabli/hed  folid  foundations,  nor  raifed 
the  timber-work  with  fufEcient  compadnefs.  Thi¬ 
ther  thronged  from  Rome  thofe  of  every  fex  and 
age,  eager  for  fuch  /hews,  as  during  the  reign  of 
Tiberius  they  were  debarred  from  diverfions  at 
home  3  and,  the  nearer  the  place,  the  greater  the 
crowds.  Hence  the  calamity  was  the  more  dread¬ 
ful  ;  for,  as  the  Theatre  was  furcharged  with  the 
multitude,  the  firudlure  bur/l,  and  finking  violent¬ 
ly  in,  while  its  extremities  ru/hed  impetuou/ly  out, 
huge  was  the  prefs  of  people,  who,  intent  upon 
the  Gladiators  within,  or  gathered  round  the  walls, 
were  cru/hed  by  the  deadly  ruin,  and  even  buried 
under  it.  And  verily,  they  who  in  the  firft  fury 
of  the’havock  were  fmitten  with  final  death,  es¬ 
caped,  as  far  as  in  fuch  a  doleful  difafter  they  could 
cfcape,  the  mifery  of  torture  j  much  more  to  be 
lamented  were  thofe,  who,  bereft  of  joints  and 
pieces  of  their  body,  were  yet  not  forfaken  of  life  y 
thofe  who  by  day  could  with  their  eyes  behold  their 
wives  and  children  imprifoned  in  the  fame  ruins. 
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and  by  night  could  diftinguifn  them  by  their  groans,, 
and  howlings. 

Now  others  from  abroad  excited  by  the  fad  tid¬ 
ings,  found  here  their  feveral  forrows  ;  one  be¬ 
wailed  his  brother,  one  his  kinfman,  another  his 
parents :  even  they  whofe  friends  or  kindred  were 
abfent  on  a  different  account,  were  yet  terrified  ; 
for,  as  it  was  not  hitherto  diftindfly  known'  upon 
whom  the  definition  had  lighted,  the  dread  was 
widened  by  uncertainty.  When  the  ruins  began.’ 
to  be  removed,  great  was  the  concourfe  of  the  liv¬ 
ing  about  the  dead,  frequent  the  kiffes  and  em¬ 
braces  of  tendernefs  and  forrow,  and  even  frequent 
the  contention  about  the  propriety  of  the  dead, 
where  the  features  diflorted  by  death  or  bruifes,  or 
where  parity  of  age  or  refemblance  of  perfon,  had 
confounded  the  flaiii,  and  led  into  miflakes  their 
feveral  claimers.  Fifty  thoufand  people  were  de~ 
flroyed  or  maimed  by  this  fad  flroke  y  it  was  there¬ 
fore  for  the  future  provided  by  a  decree  of  Senate, 

*  That  no  man  under  the  qualification  of  four 
£  hundred  thoufand  feflerces  a,  fhould  exhibit  the 

4  fpetacle  of  Gladiators,  and  no  Amphitheatre 

5  fhould  be  founded  but  upon  ground  manifeftly 
i  folid/  Atilius  was  punifhed'*  with  exile,.  Now 
during  the  frefh  pangs  of  this  calamity,  the  doors 
of  the  Grandees  were  thrown  open,  medicines- 
were  every  where  furnifhed,  and  by  proper  hands 
adminiftred;  and  at  that  juncture  the  City,  though; 
forrowful  of  afpedl,  feemed  to  have  recalled  the 
public  fpirit  of  the  ancient  Romans,  who,  after 
great  battles,  conftantly  relieved  the  wounded*, 
fuflained  them  by  liberality,  and  reftored  them: 
with  care. 

The  public  agonies  from  this  terrible  blow,  were, 
not  yet  deadened,  when  another  fupervened,  and. 


*  About  ten  thoufand  Crowns 
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City  felt  the  afflidion  and  violence  of  fire' 
wlncn  with  uncommon  rage  utterly  confumed 
Mount  Caehus.  ‘  It  was  a  deadly  and  mournful 
vea!,  they  laid,  and  under  boding  omens  the 
Prince  had  formed  the  defign  of  his  abfence/ 
It  is  the  way  of  the  multitude,  who  to  malignant 
counfels  are  wont  to  afcribe  events  altogether0  for¬ 
tuitous.  But  the  Emperor  diflipated  their  mur- 
liinrs,  hy  bellowing  on  each  fufferer  money  to  the 
value  of  his  bufferings  ;  hence  he  had  the  thanks  of 
nien  ol  rank,  in  the  Senate,  and  was  by. the  no- 
puiace  rewarded  with  applaufes,  c  for  that,  with¬ 
out  the  views  of  ambition,  without  the  appiica- 
ciOii  of  iriends,  he  had,  of  his  own  accord,  even 
iought  out  the  unknown,  and  by  his  bounty  re¬ 
lieved  them.  It  was  like  wife  moved  and  de¬ 
creed  in  Senate,  4  I  hat  Mount  Cielius  fhould  be 

*  the  future ^ftiled  Mount  Augujius ,  fince  there 
yue  utatue  of  1  iberius,  {landing  in  the  houfe  of 
Junius  the  senator,  efcaped  unhurt  in  the  flames, 
though  devounng  aii  round  t.hem.,  It  was  re¬ 
membered,  4  that  the  iarne  rare  exemption  hadfor- 

*  mer]7  happened  to  Claudia  Quinta,  that  her 

*  Statue  being  twice  (pared  by  the  fury  of  fire,  had 

*  thence  been  placed  and  confecrated  by  our  an- 

*  ceffors  in  the  Temple  of  the  Mother  of  the 
4  Gods,  Thus  facred  were  the  Claudian  race, 

*  and  dear  to  the  Deities,  and  therefore  the  place, 

4  where  the  Qods  had  teltified  fuch  mighty  ho-  - 
i  nour  towards  the  Prince,  ought  to  be  dignified 

*  v/ith  confecration.5 

It  will  not  be  impertinent  to  Infert  here,  that 
this  Mount  was  of  old  named  ^uerq ugtulan us ,  from 
a  grove  of  Oak  which  grew  thick  upon  it.  It  was 
afterwards  called  Mount  Ccsiius ,  from  Cselius  Vi- 
feenna,  who,  having  led  to  Rome  a  body  of  Tuf- 
can  auxiliaries,  was  prefented  with  that  fettlement 
by  1  arquinius  Prifcus,  or  fome  other  of  our  Kings, 
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for  in  this  particular  writers  differ ;  about  other 
circumftances  there  remains  no  difpute,  that  thefe 
forces  were  very  numerous,  and  extended  their 
dwellings  all  along  the  plain  below,  as  far  as  the 
FCrum.  Hence  the  Tufcan  Jireet ,  fo  called  after 

thefe  ftrangers. 

But  as  the  univerfal  zeal  of  the  great  men,  and 
the  bounties  of  the  Prince,  had  adminiftered  pub¬ 
lic  relief  againfl  the  blind  blows  of  fortune ;  fo  the 
ffudied  fury  of  the  accufers,  _  which  grew  daily 
more  prevailing  and  deadly,  rioted  in  defh  uciion 
without  controul  or  alleviation.  Quinctilius  Varus, 
a  wealthy  man  and  the  Emperor’s  coulln,  v/as  a(~ 
failed  by  Domitius  Afer,  the  fame  who  had  pro¬ 
cured  the  condemnation  of  Claudia  Pulchra  his 
mother ;  nor  did  any  man  wonder  that  he  who 
had  fong  lived  needy,  and  already  wailed  the  re¬ 
ward  lately  earned,  fhould  be  prompt  to  engage 
in  frefh  iniquity  and  fpoil.  The  amazement  was, 
that  Publius  Dolabella  appeared  his  affociate  in 
the  accufation,  becaufe,  as  he  was  nobly  dcfcend- 
ed,  he  fhipwrecked,  by  fuch  proftitution,  the  an¬ 
cient  glory  of  his  houfe,  and,  being  the  kinfman 
of  Varus,  was  wilfully  fpilling  his  own  blood. 
The  Senate,  however,  Hemmed  the  procefs,  and 
voted,  4  That  the  Emperor’s  return  was  to  be. 

4  awaited  \  a  temporary  refuge,  and  the  only  one 
againfl:  thefe  pointed  and  urging  evils. 

Tiberius,  having  dedicated  the  Temples  in 
Campania,  though  he  had  by  an  Edibt  warned  the 
public,  4  that  none  fhould  interrupt  his  quiet,’  and 
though  foldiers  were  pofted  to  keep  off  all  con¬ 
fluence  from  the  neighbouring  towns  ;  neverthe.r 
lefs,  hating  the  towns  themfelves,  and  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  every  part  in  the  contingent,  imprifoned 
himfelf  in  Caprese,  an  Ifland  disjoined  from  the 
point  of  the  Cape  of  Surrentum  by  a  channel  of 
three  miles.  I  fhould  chiefly  believe  that  he  was 

taken 
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taken  with  its  folitude,  as  the  Tea  about  it  is  void 
of  havens,  as  the  ftations  for  the  fmalleft  veffels 
are  few  and  difficult,  and  as  none  could  put  in  un- 
perceived  by  the  Guards.  The  genius  of  the  cli¬ 
mate  is  mild  in  winter,  from  the  fhelter  of  a  moun¬ 
tain  which  intercepts  the  rigour  of  the  winds ;  its 
iummers  are  refrefhed  by  gales  from  the  Weft,  and 
the  fea  open  all  round  it,  makes  a  delightful  view, 
from  thence  too  was  beheld  a  moft  lovely  land- 
fkip,  before  the  eruptions  of  Mount  Vefuvius  had 
changed  the  face  of  the  profpedf.  It  is  the  tra¬ 
dition  of  fame,  that  the  Greeks  occupied  the  op- 
pofite  region,  and  that  Capreas  was  particularly 
inhabited  by  the  Teleboi.  However  it  were,  Ti¬ 
berius  then  confined  his  retirement  to  twelve  Vil¬ 
las,  their  names  famous  of  old  and  their  ftructure 
fumptuous.  And  the  more  intent  he  had  formerly 
been  upon  public  cares,  he  became  now  fo  much 
the  more  buried  in  dark  debauches,  and  refigned 
over  t°  mifchievous  privacy,  for,  there  remained 
ltill  in  him  his  old  bent  to  fufpicions,  and  rafh 
faith  in  informers,  qualities  which  even  at  Rome 
Sejanus  had  always  foftered,  and  here  inflamed 
more  vigorcufly ;  his  devices  againft  Agrippina 
and  Nero  being  no  longer  a  fecret.  About  them 
Guards  were  placed,  by  whom  every  petty  cir— 
eircumftance,  the  meflages  they  lent  or  received, 
their  vifits  and  company,  their  open  behaviour, 
their  private  converfation,  were  all,  as  it  were, 
minuted  into  journals.  There  were  others  too  in- 
ftruded  to  warn  them  to  fly  to  the  armies  in  Ger¬ 
many,  or  that,  embracing  the  Statue  of  the  deified* 
Auguflus  in  the  great  Forum,  they  would  there 
implore  the  aid  and  protedion  of  the  Senate  and 
people  of  Rome.  And  thefe  counfels,  though  re¬ 
jected  by  them,  were  fathered  and  charged  upon 
them,  as  juft  ripe  for  execution* 

Junius 
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Junius  Silanus  and  Silius  Nerva  being  Confuls, 
the  year  began  tragically ,  as  Titius  Sabinus,  an 
illufirious  Roman  Knight,  was  hurried  to  prifon, 
his  crime  a  conftant  friendfhip  for  Germanicus, 
whofe  wife  and  children,  he  only  of  all  his  followers, 
never  ceafed  to  reverence,  never  ceafed  to  frequent 
them  at  home,  never  to  attend  them  in  public ;  a 
conifancy  applauded  by  the  good,  and  grievous  to 
their  perfecutors.  There  combined  againfi:  him 
Latinius  Latiaris,  Porcius  Cato,  Petilius  Rufus, 
and  Marcus  Opfius,  who  having  been  all  Praetors, 
were  now  all  pafiionate  for  the  Confulfhip,  to 
which  there  was  no  accefs  but  by  Sejanus,  and  the 
kindnefs  of  Sejanus  to  be  purchafed  only  by  ini¬ 
quity.  It  was  fettled  amongft  them,  that  Latiaris, 
who  had  a  fmall  acquaintance  with  Sabinus,  fhould 
manage  the  guile,  the  reft  be  witneffes,  and  then 
all  together  begin  the  accufation.  Latiaris  there¬ 
fore  accofted  him  at  firft  with  cccaiional  difcourfe, 
and  then  proceeded  to  praife  his  conffancy,  4  that 
4  he  had  not,  like  others,  been  only  a  friend  to 
*  that  family  in  its  glory,  and  deferted  it  in  affiic- 
4  tion.’  He  at  the  fame  time  fpoke  noble  things 
of  Germanicus,  and  bewailed  Agrippina.  This 
affedfed  Sabinus ;  and,  as  the  human  foul  is  fof-s 
tened  by  calamity  and  forrow,  he  burft  into  tears 
and  complaints,  and,  being  heated,  inveighed 
daringly  againft  Sejanus,  his  cruelty,  his  pride,, 
his  traiterous  defigns  3  nor,  in  truth,  did  Tiberius 
efcape  his  invedfives.  And  now,  as  if  they  had* 
mutually  trufted  each  other  with  matters  fecret 
and  forbidden,  this  their  converfation  created  a 
fhew  of  clofe  friendfhip ;  fo  that  Sabinus  hence¬ 
forward  fought  out  Latiaris,  frequented  his  houfe, 
and  carried  to  him,  as  to  a  moil  faithful  confident, 
all  his  griefs  and  difcontents. 

The  next  confutation  was,  how  to  have  thefe 
complaints  and  inve&iyes  uttered  in  the  hearing  of 

all 
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all  four;  for,  the  place  in  which  they  met  to  over- 
hear,  muft  retain  a  folemn  look  of  fecrecy ;  and 
if  they  flood  behind  the  door,  there  was  dancer 
of  being  fpied,  or  their  own  noife  might  difcover 
them,  or  perhaps  fome  hidden  apprehenfion  mi<rht 
tempt  oaoinus  to  infpecf.  i  hey  therefore  chofe  die 
void  over  head,  between  the  roof  of  the  houfe  and 
the  covering  of  the  room.  Into  this  lurkinc-hole 
thruft  themfelves  three  Roman  Senators,  a  con¬ 
cealment  as  vile,  as  the  treachery  for  which  they 
did  it,  was  execrable,  and  there  bafely  Menerl 
with  their  ears  laid  to  the  chafms  and  crannies! 
Latiaris  the  while  found  out  Sabinus  abroad,  and 
as  if  full  of  fome  late  difcoveries  which  he  meant 
to  recount,  drew  him  home,  and  into  the  fubdo- 
lous  chamber;  there  he  difplayed  the  pad:  and  in- 
ftant  crue.ties  (for  of  both  there  ivas  abundant 
ftore)  with  an  accumulation  too  of  frefh  and  im¬ 
pending  terrors.  Sabinus  then  took  up  his  former 
detail  and  refentments,  and  even  with  greater  nro- 
lixity,  as  the  difcharges  of  grief  once  broached,"  are 
with  difficulty  retrained.  This  was  enouyh  ;  the 
accufation  was  forthwith  difpatched,  and,  in  a 
written  Memorial  to  Tiberius,  thefe  Senators 
opened  the  order  and  dexterity  of  the  fraud,  and 
made  him  a 'narrative  of  their  own  deferable  infa¬ 
my.  At  no  time  was  the  city  ever  feized  with 
deeper  anxiety  and  dread  ;  one  relation  feared  an¬ 
other  ;  men  were  afraid  to  meet,  afraid  to  dif- 
courfe ;  fiience  and  diftruffi  extended  to  Grangers 
and  acquaintance,  and  both  were  equally  avoided  ; 
even  things  dumb  and  inanimate,  roofs  and  walls! 
raifed  terror  and  circumfpedbion. 

The  Emperor  fent  prefently  a  Letter  to  the  Se¬ 
nate,  and,  after  the  uiual  compliment  and  wifh 
at  the  entrance  of  the  new  year,  fell  upon  Sabinus. 
He  charged  him  with  ‘  having  corrupted  fome  of 
*  his  fervants,  and  aimed  at  his  own  Ilk}’  and, 

in 
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in  words  no  wile  obfcurc,  required  vengeance* 
The  condemnation  palled  without  delay,  and  the 
condemned  was  dragged  away  to  inilant  deatn* 
His  head  was  muffled  in  his  robe,  and  his  throat 
girt  with  a  robe  }  but,  as  far  as  he  could  exert  his 
voice,  he  cried,  4  That  with  thefe  folemnities  the 
4  year  began,  and  iuch  were  the  vidbims  flain  to 
<-  Sejanus/  Which  ever  way  he  call  his  eyes, 
whither  foever  he  directed  his  words,  nought  apr- 
peared  but  the  elFebis  of  univenal  terror,  even 
flight  and  folitude.  All  along,  as  he  palled,  the 
people  difappeared,  the  ftreets  were  empty,  the 
public  places  deferted.  There  were  fome  who 
having  fled,  returned,  and  again  (hewed  them- 
felves;  dreading  this  very  thing,  that  they  had 
difeovered  dread.  6  What  day,  they  cried,  will 
‘  be  free  from  executions  ?  when  even  in  the  midft 

*  of  public  aflemblies,  in  the  midfi  of  vows  and 
«  facrifices,  a  time  when  cuftom  has  eftablifhed  a 

*  forbearance  even  from  profane  words,  fetters  and 

*  halters  are  yet  exercifed  ?  it  is  not  at  random 

*  that  Tiberius  has  thus  done  an  addon  fo  public- 
«  ly  odious  ;  it  is  a  ftudied  artifice.  He  would 
.«  not  be  thought  to  debar  the  new  Magiftrates 
c  from  their  ancient  privilege  of  opening  the  pri- 

*  fons  as  well  as  the  temples.  Sabinus  is  there- 
<  fore,  during  the  Feftival,  executed  without  im- 
c  prifonment/  There  followed  his  Letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Senate,  c  for  having  punifhed  an  enemy  to 
c  the  Commonwealth/  He  added,  4  that  he 
s  lived  a  life  of  fear  and  follicitude,  in  conftant  ap- 
‘  prehenlions  of  the  fnares  of  his  enemies/  but 
named  none.  It  was,  however,  no  wife  doubted 
that  Agrippina  and  Nero  were  defigned. 

Were  it  not  my  purpofe  to  refer  the  feveral  in¬ 
cidents  to  their  proper  year,  my  fpirit  longs  to 
poftpone  die  immediate  events,  and  inftantly  to 

relate 
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relate  the  juft  doom  of  Latraris,  Opfius,  and  the 
other  contrivers  of  this  perfidious  wickednefs,  not 

came  t0  the  Empire,  but  even 
while  Tiberius  yet  reigned,  who,  though  he  would 
not  fufter  the  minifters  of  his  cruelties  to  be  crufhed 
by  others,  yet,  as  he  generally  became  furfeited 
with  their  infamy,  and  as  frefh  ones  daily  offered 
for  the  fame  vile  fervices,  was  himfelf  wont  to  hew 
down  the  old  and  over  odious.  But,  we  fliall  in 
its  order  remember  the  fevere  fate  of  thefe  and 
other  Ions  of  blood.  Now  Afinius  G alius,  to 
whofe  children  Agrippina  was  aunt,  moved  «  that 
4  the  Prince  fhould  be  defired  to  explain  his  fears* 
4  and  fuffer  the  Senate  to  remove  the  caufes.’  Ti¬ 
berius  was  fonder  of  his  diffimulation  than  *  of  all 
his  other  virtues;  for  fuch  he  conceived  it.  He' 
therefor®  took  it  the  more  heinou/ly  to  find  thus 
laid  open  what  he  anxioufly  fmothered.  But  Se- 
janus  mollified  him  ;  not  from  any  love  to  Galius, 
but  to  wait  the  lingering  gradations  of  the  Prince’s 
vengeance;  for,  he  knew  him  flow  in  ripening  his 
wrath,  but  that  after  the  fine  eruption,  he  would 
be  fare  to  link  tragical  executions  to  fad  denuncia¬ 
tions.  About  the  fame  time  died  Julia,  grand¬ 
daughter  to  Auguftus,  by  him  condemned  for  aduf- 
tery,  and  banifhed  to  the  ifland  Trimetus,  not  far 
from  tne  coaft  of  Apulia.  She  there  fuffered 
exile  twenty  years,  fuftained  by  relief  from  Augufta, 
who  having  by  dark  devices  di [patched,  in  the 
midfl  of  their  hopes  and  glory,  the  brothers  of  Ju¬ 
lia,  made  a  public  fhew  of  companion  towards 
others  of  the  family,  when  under  the  prefiiires  of 
adverfity. 

The  lame  year  the  frifians,  a  people  beyond 
the  Rhine,  rebelled,  rather  enraged  by  our  avarice, 
than  impatient  of  allegiance.  The  tribute  laid  on 
them  by  Drufus,  was  eafy,  and  fuited  to  their 

poor 
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poor  fubftance ;  namely,  ‘  to  furmfli  certain  hides 
?  for  the  ufes  of  the  foldiers.’  Nor  did  any  one 
think  or  infill  on  the  particular  fize  or  thicknefs, 
till  Olennius,  an  officer  fent  to  govern  them,  hav¬ 
ing  procured  the  large  hides  of  tome  wild  bulls, 
demanded  that  according  to  that  meafure  the  tri- 
bute  fhould  be  paid ;  a  hard  talk  even  upon  any 
nation,  and  to  the  Germans  the  more  intolerable, 
as  their  forefts  abound  in  bealls  of  irugbty  bulk, 
and  their  domeitic  cattle  are  very  fmall.  Y  et  they 
bore  a  feries  of  oppreffions,  firft  parted  with  the 
herds  themfelves,  next  refigned  their  lands,  lalt  ot 
all  furrendered  their  wives  and  children  to  bondage. 
Hence  much  bitternefs  and  anguifh,  and  (ad  com¬ 
plaints.  But  as  thefe  brought  no  relaxation,  grown 
at  laft  defperate,  they  fought  relief  from  war.  At 
once  thev  rufhed  upon  the  foldiers  appointed  over 
the  tribute,  and  hanged  them  on  gibbets.  Qlen- 
nius  by  flight  prevented  their  vengeance,  and  found 
fandluary  in  a  neighbouring  caftle,  its  name  Fle- 
vum,  fituated  on  the  fea  coaft,  and  garrifoned 
by  a  flout  band  of  foldiers,  Romans  and  Auxilia¬ 


ries.  _  .  ,  ~ 

Lucius  Apronius,  Governor  of  the  lower  Ger¬ 
many,  as  foon  as  he  was  apprized  of  the  infurrec- 
tion,  called  down,  from  the  upper  province,  fome 
companies  of  the  Legions,  with  tne  choice  auxiliary 
foot  and  horfe  ;  and,  carrying  his  army  down  the 
Rhine,  made  a  defcent  on  the  b  rdians  ;  the  revol- 
ters  having  new  abandoned  the  fiege  of  the  caftle, 
and  marched  back  to  cover  their  own  country.  He 
therefore,  by  bridges  and  caufeways  laid  over  the 
neighbouring  fenns,  rendered  them  paffable  to  the 
body  of  his  forces  ;  and  in  the  mean  while,  having 
difeovered  certain  fordable  places,  he  commanded 
the  cavalry  of  the  Caninefates  and  all  the  German 

foot  in  our  pay,  to  furround  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 

who. 
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mrtTJ'1  °f  tHe  Wa\Forthe  Senate,  it  waTno 
pau  of  their  anxiety,  what  difgraces  were  received 

had  he  nwTfS  of  the  EmPire  :  domeftic  terror 
had  P°iltiTtd  thelr  fouls,  a  dillempcr  for  wliich 

they 
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they  iought  a  cure  from  flattery  ;  infomuch,  that 
though  they  met  upon  far  different  deliberations, 
yet  they  decreed  c  an  Altar  to  Clemency,  an  Altar 
6  to  Friendfhip,  and  round  them  the  Statues  of 
6  Tiberius  and  Sejanus  /  and,  with  repeated  fup- 
plications  importuned  both,  ‘  that  they  would 
6  plea fe  to  afford  their  prefence  to  the  public.’  But, 
with  all  thefe  entreaties,  they  neither  vifited  Rome, 
nor  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  To  them  it 
feemed  condefcenfion  fufficient,  juft  to  leave  the 
ifland,  and  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  feen  on  the 
fhore  of  Campania.  Thither  crowded  the  Sena¬ 
tors,  the  Knights,  and  great  part  of  the  people, 
all  felicitous  for  admimon  to  Sejanus,  who  was 
harder  of  accefs  than  the  Emperor  ;  nor  was  it  at 
all  to  be  obtained  but  by  being  confederate  with 
him  in  his  counfels  and  purfuits,  or  by  courting 
thofe  that  were.  It  was  abundantly  apparent  that 
his  natural  arrogance  was  exalted,  from  furveying 
that  filthy  hoft  of  Haves,  fpread  all  abroad,  and 
crouching  before  him.  For  at  Rome  the  throng 
of  fycophants  were  not  fo  diftindfly  perceived  ;  the 
greatnefs  of  the  City,  the  ordinary  hurry  of  men, 
and  variety  of  affairs,  rendered  it  uncertain  whi¬ 
ther  they  went,  or  whence  they  came.  But  here 
they  appeared  in  a  body,  the  noble  and  mean, 
lying,  along  on  the  fields  and  ftiores,  days  and 
nights,  no  diftin&ion  of  ranks,  the  bufinefs  of  all 
the  lame,  and  boie  with  ecjual  patience  the  favour 
and  inful ts  of  his  porters,  till  they  were  finally  for¬ 
bid  to  apply  even  to  thefe.  So  that  all,  whom  he 
condefcended  not  to  fee,  others  whom  he  deigned 
not  to  fpeak  to,  returned  to  the  City  ftruck  °and 
trembling,  fome  exulting  with  deceitful  joy,  as 
over  them  hung  the  dreadful  ilTue  of  his  tragical 
friendfhip. 

P  or  the  reft  ;  T iberius  having  here  betrothed 
£0  Cneius  Domitius  the  younger  Agrippina, 

4  his 
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his  grand-daughter  by  Germanicus,  ordered  the 
nuptials  to  be  celebrated  at  Rome.  In  Domi- 
tius  he  preferred,  befides  the  antiquity  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  his  near  kindred  to  the  Casfars  j  for  Odfa- 
via  being  his  grand-mother,  Auguftus  was  his 
great  uncle. 
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The  SUMMARY. 

The  death  and  character  of  the  Emprefs  Li  via.  Thence 
frejh  power  to  Sejanus,  and  tyranny  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment.  Agrippina  and  her  f on  Nero  openly  accufed 
to  the  Senate  by  a  letter  from  the  Emperor.  The 
ardent  %eal  of  the  people  for  them.  This  incenfes 
Sejanus,  who  thence  alarms  Tiberius.  Part  of 
a  Speech  of  one  condemned ,  with  his  manner  of  dy¬ 
ing.  More  accufations.  A  counterfeit  Drufus  in 
the  Cyclades.  The  diligence  and  addrefs  of  Pop- 
paeius  Sabinus  upon  that  occafton.  Heats  between 
the  two  Confuls . 

IN  the  Confulfhip  of  Rubellius  and  Fufius,  each 
firnamed  Geminus,  died  Julia  Augufta,  in  the 
extremity  of  age.  She  was  defended  from  the 
Claudian  houfe,  adopted  through  her  father  in¬ 
to  the  Livian  family,  into  the  Julian  by  Auguftus ; 

and 


to 
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aiid  both  by  adoption  and  defcent,  fignally  noble 
Her  nr  ft  marriage  was  with  Tiberius  Nero,  and 
by  himihe  had  children.  Her  hufband,  after  the 
furrender  of  Perufia,  in  the  Civil  War,  became  a 
fugitive  ;  but,  upon  peace  made  between  Sextus 
J  ompeius  and  the  Triumvirate,  returned  to  Rome. 
Afterwards,  O&avius  Caefar,  fmitten  with  her 
beauty,  matched  her  from  her  hufband,  whether 
with  or  againft  her  own  inclinations,  is  uncertain, 
but  with  fuch  precipitation,  that,  without  flaying 
for  her  delivery,  he  married  her  yet  big  with  child 
by  I  jberius.  Henceforward  fhe  had  no  iffue  ; 
but,  by  the  marriage  of  Germanicus  and  Agrip¬ 
pina,  her  blood  came  to  be  mixed  with  that  of 
Auguftus  in  their  'great  grand-children.  In  her 
domeflic  deportment  fhe  conformed  to  the  venera¬ 
ble  model  of  antiquity,  but  with  more  complai¬ 
sance  than  was  allowed  by  the  Ladies  of  old';  an 
eafy  courteous  wife,  an  ambitious  mother,  well 
comporting  with  the  nice  arts  of  her  hufband,  and 
the  diffimulation  of  her  fon.  Her  funeral  was  mo¬ 
derate,  and  her  laft  will  lay  long  unfulfilled.  Her 
encomium  was  pronounced  in  public  by  Cali<mla5 
her  grand  fon,  afterwards  Emperor. 

Tiberius  by  a  Letter  excufed  himfelf  to  the  Se¬ 
nate  for  not  having  paid  his  laft  offices  to  his  Mo¬ 
ther  ;  and,  though  he  rioted  in  private  luxury 
without  abatement,  pleaded  6  the  multitude  of 

*  public  affairs/  He  likewife  abridged  the  ho¬ 
nours  decreed  to  her  memory,  and,  of  a  large 
number,  admitted  but  very  few.  For  this  reftric- 
tion  he  pretended  modefty,  and  added,  6  that  no 
1  religious  worfhip  fhould  be  appointed  to  her,  for 

*  that  the  contrary  v/as  her  own  choice/  Nay, 
in  a  part  of  the  fame  Letter,  he  cenfured  feminine 
friend/hips ,  obliquely  upbraiding  the  Conful  Fu- 
fms,  a  man  highly  diftinguiflied  by  the  favour  of 
Augufta,  and  dexterous  to  engage  and  cajole  the 

affections 


Book  V,  OF  TACIT  U  S.  265 

affe&ions  of  women,  a  gay  talker,  one  accuftomed 
to  play  upon  Tiberius  with  biting  farcafms,  the 
imprellions  of  which  never  die  in  the  hearts  of 
Princes. 

From  this  moment,  the  domination  waxed  com¬ 
pletely  outrageous  and  devouring  j  for  while  Ihe 
lived,  fome  refuge  (till  remained,  as  the  obfervance 
of  Tiberius  towards  his  Mother  was  ever  inviolate  * 
nor  durft  Sej anus  arrogate  precedence  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  parent ;  but  now,  as  let  Joofe  from  all 
reftraints,  they  bioke  out  with  unbridled  fury.  So 
that  Letters  were  dilpatched  avowedly  againft 
Agrippina  and  l\ero  j  and  as  they  were  read  in 
the  Senate  foon  after  the  death  of  Augufta,  the 
people  believed  them  to  have  been  fent  before’  and 
by  her  fuppreffed.  The  expreffions  were  elabo¬ 
rately  bitter ;  and  yet  by  them  no  hoftile  purpofe 
Oi  taking  arms,  no  endeavour  to  change  the  State 
was  obje&ed  to  the  youth,  but  only  ‘  the  love  of 
boys,  and  other  impure  pleafures.’  Ap-ainft 
Agrippina  he  durft  not  even  feign  fo  much^  and 
therefore  arraigned  ‘  her  haughty  looks,  her  im~ 

‘  Pefuous  and  ftubbom  fpirit.’  The  Senate  were 
irrucK  with  deep  filence  and  affright ;  but  as  parti¬ 
cular  men  will^  always  be  drawing  per fon al  favour 

tfom  public  mfteries,  there  were  fome  who,  hav¬ 
ing  no  hopes  founded  upon  uprightnefs,  demanded 
that  they  fliould  proceed  upon  the  Letters.’  A- 
niongft  thefe  the  toremoff  in  zeal  was  Cotta  Med¬ 
ial  in  us,  with  a  terrible  motion  ;  but,  the  other 
leading  men,  and  chiefly  the  Magiftrates,  were 
emoaiafted  by  tear ;  for  Tiberius,  though  he  had 

lent  them  a  flaming  invecrive,  left  all  the  reft  a 
riddle.  1 


111  the  Senate  was  one  Junius  Ruflicus,  appoin 
eJ  by  the  Emperor  to  keep  a  Journal  of  their  pr, 
ceedmgs,  and  tnereforq  thought  well  acquaint, 
with  his  purpoies.  I  ms  man,  by  fome  fatal  in 
V0L'  1  N  pul 
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pulfe  (for  he  had  never  before  fhewn  any  infiance 
of  magnanimity)  or  blinded  by  deceitful  policy, 
while  forgetful  of  prefent  and  impending  dangers, 
he  dreaded  future  poftibilities,  joined  the  party  that 
hefitated,  and  even  warned  the  Confuls,  c  not  to 
4  begin  the  debate  he  argued,  c  that  in  a  fhort 
c  moment  the  higheft  affairs  might  take  a  new 
c  turn,  and  an  interval  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the 
<  old  man  to  change  his  paflion  into  remorfe.’  At 
the  fame  time,  the  people,  carrying  with  them  the 
Images  of  Agrippina  and  Nero,  gathered  about  the 
Senate,  and  proclaiming  their  good  wifhes  for  the 
profperity  of  the  Emperor,  cried  earneftly,  6  that 
4  the  Letters  were  counterfeit,  and  a°ainft  the 
c  confent  of  the  Prince  the  doom  of  his  family  was 
*  purfued.’  So  that  nothing  tragical  was  that  day 
tranfadfed.  There  v/ere  aifo  difperfed  amongft 
them  feveral  fpeeches,  laid  to  have  been  uttered  in 
Senate  by  the  Confulars,  as  their  motions  and  ad~ 
vkes  againft  Sejanus;  but  all  framed,  and  with 
the  more  petulance  as  the  feveral  authors  exercifed 
their  fatirical  wit  in  the  dark.  Hence  Sejanus 
boiled  with  greater  rage,  and  hence  had  a  handle 
for  branding  the  Senate,  c  that  by  them  the  an- 
c  guifh  and  refentments  of  the  Prince  were  def- 
‘  pifed,  the  people  were  revolted ;  popular  and 
«  difaffedled  harangues  were  publicly  read  and 
4  liftened  to  ;  new  and  arbitrary  adts  of  Seriate 
c  were  palled  and  publ idled.  What  more  remain- 
4  ed,  but  to  arm  the  populace,  and  place  at  their 
c  head,  as  leaders  and  Imperial  Commanders, 
c  thofe  whofe  Images  they  had  already  chofen  for 
4  dandards  ?* 

Tiberius  having  therefore  repeated  his  reproaches 
againft  his  grand-fon  and  daughter-in-law,  hav¬ 
ing  chaftifed  the  people  by  an  edidf,  and  com¬ 
plained  to  the  Senate,  c  that  by  the  fraud  of  a  fin- 
c  o-le  Senator  the  Imperial  dignity  ftiould  be  baffted 

&  4  and 
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<  and  infuked,  required  that  the  whole  affair  fhould 
4  be  left  to  himfelf,  intire  and  untouched.’  The 
Senate  hefitated  110  longer,  but  inftantly  proceeded, 
not  now  in  truth  to  decree  penalties,  and  capital 
vengeance  ;  for  that  was  forbid  them  ;  but  to  teftify 
4  how  ready  they  were  to  inflidf  juft  punifliments, 
‘  and  that  they  were  only  interrupted  by  the  power 
4  and  pleafure  of  the  Prince. ******** 

[. Here  begins  a  lamentable  chafm  in  this  Annal  for 
almojl  three  years ;  and  by  it  ive  have  lojl  the  detail 
of  the  7noJl  remarkable  incidents  in  this  reign ,  the 
exile  of  Agrippina  into  the  ife  of  Pandataria  \  of 
Nero  into  that  of  Pontia\  and  the  murder  of  both 
there ,  by  the  orders  of  Tiberius  ;  the  con /piracy  and 
execution  of  Sejanus,  with  that  of  all  his  friends  and 
dependents  \  the  further  wickednefs  of  Li  via.  and  her 
death .] 

***  Upon  this  fubjedf  four  and  forty  fpeeches 
were  made,  fome  few  upright,  but  cramped  by 
fear  ;  many  fuited  to  the  fervile  genius  of  the  time 
********  c  I  judged  that  either  upon  myfelf  it 
4  would  bring  infamy,  or  upon  Sejanus  hatred  *** 

4  his  fortune  has  now  buffered  a  mighty  turn  ;  and 
4  he  who  even  chofe  him  for  his  fon-in-daw,  chofe 
4  him  for  his  collegue,  forgives  himfelf.  For 
4  others,  as  they  flattered  his  living  pride  with  the 
4  vilenefs  and  proftitution  of  flaves,  they  now  pur- 
4  fue  him  dead,  with  the  fury  of  bafe  enemies  *** 

6  Which  is  the  more  wretched  fate,  I  can  hardly 
4  decide,  that  of  accufing  a  friend,  or  of  beincr 
4  accufed  for  fhewing  him  friendfhip.  ***  I  fhall 
6  rifque  no  man’s  cruelty,  I  fhall  court  no  man’s 
c  mercy,  but,  free  as  I  am,  and  approved  to  my 
4  own  confcience,  will  mafter  danger  by  prevent- 
6  ing  it.  As  to  all  you  prefent ;  I  adjure  you  that 

4  you  do  not  preferve  my  memory  in  forrow,  but 

No 

J-N  x  rejoice 
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rejoice  over  it,  and  and  me  too  to  the  number  of 
4  thofe  who  by  a  noble  end  have  efcaped  the  fad 
4  view  of  public  miferies., 

He  then  fpent  part  of  the  day  in  converfation 
with  thofe  that  came  to  fee  him,  received  one, 
took  leave  of  another,  talked  to  all  indifferently, 
as  they  flood  about  him,  with  perfedt  calmnefs  and 
prefence  of  fpirit,  A  throng  of  company  yet  re¬ 
mained,  and,  while  they  all  beheld  his  counte¬ 
nance  ftill  eafy  and  void  of  perturbation,  and 
thence  believed  that  he  meant  to  live  fome  longer 
fpace,  he  fell  upon  a  fword  which  under  his  robe 
he  had  concealed.  Nor  did  Tiberius,  after  his 
death,  perfecute  his  memory  with  any  reproach, 
or  blacken  him  with  any  crime;  whereas  he  had 
loaded  Blaefus  with  many  and  hideous  imputations. 

Next  were  tried  Publius  Vitellius,  and  Pompo- 
nius  Secundus.  The  ibrmer  was  charged  by  the 
informers,  1  that  as  he  prefided  over  the  exche- 
4  quer,  he  had  offered  the  public  treafure,  and  the 
4  whole  military  chef!,  towards  comparing  a  re- 
£  volution.’  To  the  other,  his  accufer  Confidius, 
lately  Praetor,  obie&ed  4  the  friendfhip  of  JElius 
4  Gallus,  who,  after  the  execution  of  Sejanus, 

4  had  fled  to  the  gardens  of  Pomponius,  as  to  a 
4  mofl  faithful  fhelter.’  Again!!  the  impending 
peril  there  remained  to  neither  of  the  accufed  any 
aid  but  from  the  magnanimity  of  their  brothers, 
who  frankly  became  their  fureties.  However,  in 
fome  time,  Vitellius,  after  many  delays,  alike  di¬ 
ffracted  with  the  flipperinefs  of  hope,  and  the  ago¬ 
nies  of  fear,  called  for  a  pen-knife,  under  pretence 
of  writing,  and  with  it  pricked  his  veins,  but 
timorouflv  and  without  effeCt ;  fo  that  at  lafl  he 
died  broken-hearted.  Pomponius,  a  man  of  great 
elegance  of  manners,  and  noble  wit,  bore  with 
equanimity  his  adverfe  fortune,  and  out-lived  Ti¬ 
berius. 

Now, 
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Nov/,  though  the  rage  of  the  populace  was  ex¬ 
piring,  and  though  moft  men  were  mollified  by 
former  executions,  it  was  determined  to  condemn 
the  other  children  of  Sejanus.  They  were  there¬ 
fore  carried  both  to  prifon,  the  boy  lenfible  of  his 
impending  doom,  but  the  girl  fo  ignorant,  that 
fhe  frequently  afked,  4  for  what  offence  ?  and  whi- 
4  ther  did  they  drag  her  ?  ihe  would  do  fo  no 
4  more,  and  they  might  take  the  rod  and  whip 
*  herd  The  Writers  of  that  time  relate,  4  that 
4  as  it  was  a  tiling  unheard,  for  a  virgin  to  fufter 
4  capital  puniihment,  fhe  was  deflowered  by  the 
4  executioner  juft  before  he  tied  the  rope  ;  and 
4  that  being  both  ftrangled,  the  tender  bodies  of 
4  thefe  children  were  caft  into  the  place  where  the 
4  carcaftes  of  malefactors  are  expofed,  before  they 
4  are  flung  into  the  Tiber/ 

About  the  fame  time  Greece  and  Afia  were  dis¬ 
mayed,  by  a  rumour  rather  vehement  than  lafting, 
4  that  Drufus  the  fon  of  Germanicus  had  been  feen 
4  in  the  Cyclades,  and  anon  upon  the  Continent/ 
It  was  indeed  a  youth  near  of  the  fame  age,  ac¬ 
companied  by  fome  of  the  Emperor’s  freedmen, 
who,  while  they  owned  him  for  Drufus,  meant 
to  enfnare  him.  His  followers  were  multiplied  by 
the  fplendor  of  the  name,  a  lure  which  excited 
fuch  as  were  ignorant  about  him  ;  as  the  Greeks 
are  ever  paflionate  for  all  things  new  and  won¬ 
derful. 

They  therefore  imagined,  and  believing  their 
own  imaginations,  they  at  the  fame  time  publifhed, 

4  that  he  had  efcaped  from  cuftody,  and  was  pro- 
4  ceeding  to  the  armies  of  his  father,  with  them 
4  to  fubdue  Syria  or  /Egypt/  Already  he  was 
ftrengthened  by  the  confluence  of  the  youncr  men, 
already  courted  with  public  honours,  and  elated  in 
himfelf  with  the  prefent  fuccefs,  and  foftering  airy 
hopes,  when  the  flory  reached  Poppaeus  Sabinus. 

N  3  He 
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He  was  at  that  juncture  engaged  in  Macedon, 
though  like  wife  Governor  of  Greece.  To  obviate 
therefore  the  confequences  of  the  rumour,  true  or 
falfe,  he  haftily  patted  the  bay  of  Toronis,  and 
that  of  I  hermes,  next  Euboea,  an  ifiand  of  the 
/Egean  Sea,  and  Piraeum  the  port  of  Athens,  then 
trie  coaft  of  Corinth,  and  the  Streights  of  the 
iilnmus ;  and,  by  another  fea,  he  entered  Nico- 
polis  a  Roman  colony.  There  at  latt:  he  learnt, 
Gat  tins  counterfeit  E)rufus,  being  artfully  que¬ 
stioned,  had  declared  himfelf  the  ton  of  IVIarcus  Si- 
lanus  j  and  that  many  of  his  followers  having  fallen 
01T,  he  had  embarked,  as  if  he  meant  to  fail  to 
Italy.  Sabinus  fent  this  account  to  Tiberius,  and 
further  than  this  we  have  found  nothing  of  the  ori¬ 
gin  or  ittue  of  that  affair. 

I  o wards  the  conclufion  of  the  year,  the  animo- 
fiv  of  the  Ccnfuls,  which  had  been  long  heighten¬ 
ing,  broke  out  into  a  name  ;  for  Trio,  ever  for¬ 
ward  to  create  himfelf  enemies,  and  an  exercifed 
naci  cl  newly  ecu -tied  Regu.lus,  <  as 
in  cniidng  the  inf;ruments  of  Sejanusd 
Kegulus,  a  man  moderate  and  inoffenfive,  unlefs 
provoked,  not  only  repul  fed  the  charge  of  his  col- 
legue,  but  arraigned  him  as  confederate  with  that 
traitor,  and  even  fummoned  him  to  his  trial.  Ma¬ 
ny  Senators  interpofed,  and  befought  them,  that 
each  would  drop  his  hate,  tending  to  the  over¬ 
throw  of  both  ;  but  they  perfitted  threatening  and 
incenfed  to  the  expiration  of  their  Magittracy. 
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The  ftrange  and  libidinous  revellings  of  the  ancient 
Emperor  in  his  folitary  retreat  at  Capreee.  Many 
accufations  ;  that  of  Marcus  Terentius,  and  his 
fingular  defence.  L.  Pifo,  his  death  and  fine 
character.  The  of  ice  of  Governor  of  Rome ,  how 

it  began ,  and  by  whom  exercifed.  Debate  concern - 
ing  the  Sybilline  books ,  and  the  refridiions  to  be  ob- 
ferved  in  admitting  them.  A  f edition  at  Rome  up¬ 
on  a  dearth  of  bread-corn.  Two  daughters  of  Ger- 

manicus  married ?  one  to  L.  Caflius,  another  to 
Marcus  Vinicius.  Regulations  againfi  ufury . 
Frefh  accufations  upon  the  law  of  Majefiy.  Num¬ 
bers  executed  at  once  as  confederates  with  Sejanus, 
and  their  coarfes  expofed.  Caligula  married  to 
Claudia  ;  his  character  and  dijjimulation .  Tibe¬ 
rius  prefages  the  fovereignty  of  Galba.  His  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  ajirologers :  A  remarkable  fiory  of 

N  4  Thrafuljus. 
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LmfU!!/JSV  T ™feralIe  «*d  violent  end  of 
hums  the  fen  of  Germamcus,  as  alfo  s/'Amp- 

pma.  I  he  coarafter  and  voluntary  death  of  Ner- 

va  the  great  lawyer,  with  the  end  of  other  illujiriom 

men.  A  Paoenix  Jeen  tn  /Egypt ,  with  tradition s 

”f  tha\  ™raculous  birch  Frejh  accufations 
and  deaths.  Deputies  from  Parthia  for  a  King. 

7  fifes  a  King  there ,  then  another. 

Lucius  \  itellnis  font  to  fettle  the  Raft : 

7"  between  the  Parthians  and 

Armenians.  Artabanus  ex-pulfed  from  his  kingdom , 

refuge  in  Scythia.  Tiridates  fettled  in  his 
t  oom  by  the  conduit  and  army  of  Vitellius.  More 
illufrious  Romans  accufed ,  with  their  condemna¬ 
tion  and  ends.  The  Clit/sans ,  /><?,?/>/«?  of  Cappa¬ 
docia,  their  revolt  and  defeat.  Tiridates  de¬ 
throned,  and  Artabanus  recalled.  A  terrible  con- 
Jiagration  at  Rome  :  The  liberality  of  Tiberius  at 
tijat  conjuncture .  He  deliberates  with  hlmfelf  about 
a  juccejf or.  His  fteknefs,  death  and  character* 


IVius  Domitius  and  Camillus  Scribonianus 
—  had  begun  their  Confulfhip,  when  the  Em¬ 
peror,  having  crohed  the  channel  between  Caprese 
and  ourrentum,  failed  alcn^  the  fhore  of  Campania, 
unrefolved  whether  he  fhould  proceed  to  Rome,  or 
counterfeiting  a  fhew  of  coming,  becaufe  he  had 
determined  not  to  come.  He  often  approached  to 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  City,  even  vifited  the 
Cjaraens  upon  the  Tiber ;  but  at  Jail  refumed 
his  old  retirement,  the  gloomy  rocks  and  foli- 
tude  oi  the  lea,  afhamed  ot  his  cruelties,  and  abo¬ 
minable  lulls,  in  which  he  noted  lo  outrageoully, 
that,  after  the  fafhion  of  Royal  Tyrants,  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  ingenuous  parentage  became  the  obje&s  of 
his  pollution  ;  nor  in  them  was  he  llruck  with  a 
lovely  face  only,  or  the  graces  of  their  perlons  \ 
but  in  iome  their  boyilh  and  biuihuig  innocence, 

in 
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in  others  their  nobility  and  the  glory  of  their  an- 
ceflors,  became  the  provocatives  of  his  unnatural: 
palEon.  Then  likewife  were  devifed  the  filthy 
names,  till  then  unknown,  of  the  Sellarii  and  Spin- 
trla ,  exprefling  the  odious  lewdnefs  of  the  place, 
and  the  manifold  methods  of  proftitution  pradti  fed 
in  it.  He  moreover  entertained  profefled  procurers,, 
to  look  out  and  carry  off'  the  willing  by  the  allure¬ 
ments  of  prefents,  the  backward  by  terror  and 
threats ;  and  when  their  parents  or  kindred  with¬ 
held  their  children,  they  had  recourfe  to  force,  fei- 
fure,  treated  them  like  captives,  and  with  all  licen¬ 
tious  rage. 

At  Rome,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  as  if 
the  iniquities  of  Livia  had  been  but  juft  difcovered,, 
and  not  even  long  fince  punifhed,  furious  orders, 
were  palled  even  againfl  her  Statues  and  memory,, 
as  alfo,  c  That  the  efFedts  of  Sejanus  fhould  be 
4  taken  from  the  public  treafury,  and  placed  in 
c  that  of  the  Emperor as  if  fuch  tranflation  avail¬ 
ed  the  date..  Yet  fuch  was  the  motion  of  the  Sci- 
pios,  the  Silani,  and  the  Caffii,  who  urged  it,, 
each  almoft  in  the  fame  words,  but  all  with  mighty 
zeal  and  earneftnefs  ;  when,  on  a  ft-dden,  Togo- 
nius  Gallus,  v/hile  he  would  be  thruding  his  owrr 
meannefs  amongft  names  fo  greatly  illudrious,,  be¬ 
came  the  object  of  derifion  ;  for  he  befought  the 
Prince  c  to  chufe  a  body  of  Senators,  of  whom 
c  twenty,  drawn  by  lot  and  under  arms,  fhould 
c  wait  upon  him,  and  defend  his  perfon,  as  often. 
4  as  he  entered  the  Senate.5  He  had  weakly  cre¬ 
dited  a  Letter  from  the  Emperor,  requiring  c  thex 
4  guard  and  protection  of  one  of  the  Confute*  that 
4  he  might  return  in  fafety  from  Capreaeto  Rome/' 
Tiberius,  however,,  returned  thanks  to  the  Senate 
for  fuch  an  inftance  of  affedtion  ;  but,  as  he  was, 
wont  to  mix  pleafantry  with  things  ferious,  he 
afked5  <  Plow  was  it  to  be  executed  l  What  Se- 

N  5  4  actors 


274  THE  ANNALS  Book  VI. 

c  nators  were  to  be  chofen  ?  Who  to  be  admitted  ? 
c  Whether  always  the  fame,  or  a  continued  fuc- 
‘  ceflion  ?  Whether  young  Senators,  or  fuch  as 

*  had  borne  dignities  ?  Whether  thofe  who  were 
4  Magiftrates,  or  thofe  exercifing  no  Magiftracy  ? 
4  Moreover,  what  a  becoming  figure  they  would 
4  make,  grave  Senators,  men  of  the  gown,  under 
4  arms  at  the  entrance  of  the  Senate  !  In  truth, 

4  he  held  not  his  life  of  fuch  importance,  to  have 
4  it  thus  protected  by  arms.’  So  much  in  anfwer 
to  Togonius,  without  afperity  of  words  ;  nor  did 
he,  farther  than  this,  prefs  them  to  cancel  the 
motion. 

But  Junius  Gallio  efcaped  not  thus.  He  had 
propofed,  4  That  the  Praetorian  foldiers,  having 
4  accomplifhed  their  term  of  fervice,  fhould  thence 
4  acquire  the  privilege  of  fitting  in  the  fourteen 
4  rows  of  the  Theatre  allotted  to  the  Roman 
4  Knights.’  Upon  him  Tiberius  fell  with  violent 
wrath,  and,  as  if  prefent,  demanded,  4  What  bu- 
4  finefs  had  he  with  the  foldiers  ?  men  whole  dutv 

j 

4  bound  them  to  obferve  only  the  orders  of  the 
4  Emperor,  and  from  the  Emperor  alone  to  re^ 
4  ceive  their  rewards.  Gallio  had,  forfooth,  dif- 
4  covered  a  recompence  which  had  efcaped  the  fa- 
4  gacity  of  the  deified  Auguftus  !  Or,  was  it  not 
4-  rather  a  project  darted  by  a  mercenary  of  Seja- 
4  nus,  to  raife  fedition  and  difcord,.  to  debauch 
4  the  rude  minds  of  the  foldiers  with  the  .{hew  and 

*  bait  of  new  honour,,  to  corrupt  their  difcipline^ 
4  and  let  them  loofe  from  military  reftridlions  V 
This  reward  had  the  fludied  flattery  of  Gallio,  who 
was  inftantly  expelled  the  Senate,  and  then  Italy  : 
Nay,  it  became  a  charge  upon  him,  that  his  exile 
would  be  too  eafy,  having  for  the  place  of  it  chofen 
Lesbos,  an  Ifland  noble  and  delightful  ;  he  was 
therefore  haled  back  to  Rome,  and  confined  in  the 
houfe  of  a  Mag  iff  rate.  Tiberius,  in  the  fame 

Letter* 
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Letter,  demanded  the  doom  of  Sextus  Paeon ianus, 
formerly  Prsetor,  to  the  extreme  joy  of  the  Senate, 
as  he  was  a  man  bold  and  milchievous,  one  armed 
with  fnares,  and  continually  diving  into  the  pur- 
pofes  and  fecret  tranfadhons  of  all  men,  and  one 
chofen  by  Seianus,  for  plotting  the  overthrow  of 
Caligula.  When  this  was  now  laid  open,  the  ge¬ 
neral  hate  and  animofities  long  fince  conceived 
againft  him,  broke  violently  out,  and  had  he  not 
offered  to  make  a  difeovery,  he  had  been  inftantly 
condemned  to  death. 

As  the  perfon  he  arraigned,  proved  to  be  La* 
tinius  Latiaris,  the  accufer  and  the  accufed,  two 
men  equally  detefted,  adminiftered  a  moft  grateful 
feene.  Latiaris,  as  I  have  recounted,  had  been* 
the  chief  in  betraying  Titius  Sabinus,  and  was 
now  the  firft  that  fuffered.  During  thefe  tranfac- 
tions,  Haterius  Agrippa  encountered  the  Confuls 
of  the  preceding  year ;  c  How  came  they  to  be 
4  filent  now,  they  who  had  impeached  each  other 
4  of  treafon  then  ?  In  truth,  common  dread,  and 
4  conferences  equally  guilty,  ought  to  be  reckoned 
4  the  bonds  and  articles  of  their  prefent  ceffation, . 
4  But  the  fathers  muff  not  pafs  unobferved  what' 
4  from  themfelves  they  had  heard.’  It  was  an- 
fwered  by  Regulus,  4  That  there  ft  ill  remained 
4  time  to  procure  punifhment,  and5  he  Would  do  it 
4  effectually  when  the  Prince  fhould  be  prefentP v 
Trio  pleaded  4  the  ufual  emulation  between  col  - 
4  leagues,  and  that  what  they  two  had  uttered  in 
4  the  heat  of  diffention,  were  better  blotted  out  of 
4  remembrance.’  Agrippa  ftill  perlifting,  San* 
quinius  Maximus,  one  of  the  Confulars,  befought 
the  Senate,  4  That  they  would  not  thus  heighten 
4  the  anxieties  of  the  Emperor,  by  wantonly  hunt* 

4  ing  after  matter  of  frefti  afperity  ;  and  that’, 

4  where  remedies  were  wanting,  he  alone  was 
4  abundantly  fufficient  to  apply  them/  Thus,  was 

N  6-  fafetyy 
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fafety  procured  to  Regulus,  and  to  Trio  a  delay  of 
his  doom.  lor  Haterius;  he  became  the  more 
deterted,  lince,  emaciated  with  debauches  and  lu¬ 
bricity,  and  protected  by  his  voluptuous  doth 
again!!  all  peril  from  the  Prince’s  cruelty,  he  me¬ 
ditated,  in  the  midi!  of  cups  and  harlots,  the  de- 
ftrudtion  of  illuftrious  men. 

The  next  impeached  was  Cotta  Ivleflalinus,  the 
author  of  every  the  moft  bloody  counfel,  and  thence 
long  and  intenfely  hated.  The  firft  opportunity 
\\  as  therefore  {hatched  to  fall  upon  him  with  a 
combination  of  crimes,  as  that  he  had  called  Caius 
Caligula  by  the  feminine  name  of  Caia  Caligula ,  and 
branded  him  with  conftuprations  of  both  kinds  ; 
that  when  he  celebrated  among  the  priefls  the  birth¬ 
day  of  Augufta,  he  had  {filed  the  entertainment  a 
funeral  Jumper  ;  and  that  complaining  of  the  oreat 
{way  of  Marcus  Lepidus,  and  of  Lucius  Arrun- 
tius,  with  whom  he  had  a.fuit  about  money,  he 
had  added,  4  T  hey,  indeed,  will  be  fupported  by 
f  the  Senate,  but  I  by  my  little  Tiberius.5  Of  all 
this  he  {rood  expofed  to  convi&ion  by  men  of  the 
firft  rank  in  Rome,  who  being  earneft  to  attack 
him,  he  appealed  to  Caefar,  from  whom  foon 
after  a  Letter  was  brought  in  behalf  of  Cotta  ;  in 
ft  he  recounted  6  the  beginning  of  their  friendfhip,* 
repeated  6  his  many  good  fervices  to  himfelf,5  and 
delired  4  that  words  perverfl y  conftrued,  and  hu- 
1  morous  tales  told  at  an  entertainment,  might 
4  not  be  wrefted  into  crimes.5 

Moft  remarkable  was  the  beginning  of  that  Let¬ 
ter  ;  for  in  thefe  words  he  introduced  it ;  4  What 

*  to  write  you,  Confcript  Fathers,  or  in  wnat 
4  manner  to  write,  or  what  at  all  not  to  write  at 
4  this  inftant,  if  I  can  determine,  may  all  the  Dei- 
4  ties,  Gods  and  Goddeffes,  doom  me  {fill  to  more 
4  cruel  agonies  than  thofe  under  which  I  feel  my- 

*  felf  perilling  daily/  So  clQfely  did  the  bloody 

her- 
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horror  of  his  cruelties  and  infamy  haunt  this  man 
of  blood,  and  became  his  torturers  !  Nor  was  it  at 
random  what  the  wifeft  of  all  men  was  wont  to 
affirm,  that  if  the  hearts  of  Tyrants  were  difplayed, 
they  would  be  feen  full  of  deadly  wounds  and  gor- 
ino-s,  fince  what  the  feverity  of  ftripes  is  to  the  body, 
the  fame  to  the  foul  is  the  bitter  anguifh  of  ciuelty, 
luft,  and  execrable  purfuits.  To  Tiberius  not  his 
Imperial  fortune,  not  his  gloomy  and  inacceffible 
folitudes,  could  enfure  tranquillity,  nor  exempt  him 
from  feeling,  and  even  avowing,  the  rack  in  his 
brealf,  and  tne  avenging  furies  that  puifued  him. 

After  this  it  was  left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  Se¬ 
nate  to  proceed  as  they  lifted  againft  Caecilianus 
the  Senator,  4  who  had  produced  againft  Cotta  a 
4  charge  of  many  heavy  articles  \  and  it  was  re- 
folved,  4  to  fubjedl  him  to  the  fame  penalties  in- 
4  fiidted  upon  Arufeius  and  Sanquinius,  the  accu- 
4  fers  of  Lucius  Arruntius/  A  more  fignal  in- 
ftance  of  honour  than  this  had  never  befallen  Cot¬ 
ta,  who,  noble  in  truth,  but  through  luxury  indi¬ 
gent,  and,  for  the  bafenefs  of  his  crimes,  detefta- 
ble,  was,  by  the  dignity  of  this  amends,  equalled 
in  character  to  the  moft  venerable  reputation  and 
virtues  of  Arruntius.  Thereafter  were  arraigned 
Quintus  Servaeus,  and  Minutius  Thermus  ;  Ser- 
vseus  formerly  Praetor,  and  once  the  follower  of 
Germanicus;.  Minutius,  of  the  Equeftrian  rank, 
and  though  diftinguiftied,  yet  never  elated,  with 
the  friendfhip  of  Sejanus  :  hence  the  greater  com- 
miferation  upon  both.  Tiberius,  on  the  contrary, 
charged  them  4  as  the  leaders  and  principals  in 
4  treafon,’  and  diredled  Caius  Ceftius  the  elder 
4  to  declare  to  the  Senate  what  he  had  written  to 
4  him.’  Thus  Seftius  undertook  the  accufatiom 
This  was  the  moft:  peftilent  calamity  of  thofe  times, 
when  the  illuftrious  chiefs  of  the  Senate  degraded 
themfelves  to  the  vile  office  of  the  meaneft  in¬ 
formers* 
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ormers,  fome  in  the  face  of  the  fun,  many  in  the 
reacherous  ways  of  fecrecy,  and  both  without  re 
gard  to  the  ties  of  blood  or  friendfbip ;  no  diftinc 
tion  of  kinfmen  from  ftrangers,  none  of  the  fami¬ 
liar  from  the  unacquainted  ;  no  means  left  to  dis¬ 
cover,  whether  for  recent  imputations,  or  for  fa<£ts 
covered  in  a  courfe  of  years  with  oblivion.  For 
words  fpoken  in  the  Forum,  fpoken  at  entertain¬ 
ments,  upon  what  fubjeft  foever  fpoken,  the 
peakers  were  accufed  ;  every  one  ftriving  to  «et 
the  ftart  of  another,  and  to  arraign  his  man ;  fome 
'or .their  own  proteftion,  but  mold,  as  it  were 
(mitten  with  the  difeafe  of  informing,  and  capti¬ 
vated  with  a  common  contagion.  Minutius  and 
oervaeus  were  condemned,  but  to  fave  themfelves 
ecame  evidence  ;  and  thus  there  were  drawfi  into 
the  fame  mifhap  Julius  Africanus,  and  Seius  Qua- 
dratus,  the  former  from  Saintes  a  City  of  Gaul- 

rom  whence  was  the  other  I  have  not  difcovered' 

-Neither  am  I  unaware  that  by  molt  Writers  the 
doom  and  bufferings  of  many  of  the  accufed,  are 
wholly  omitted  either  that  they  were  weary  of 
the  exeeffive  multiplicity,  or  apprehenfwe  that  the 
tedious  recital,  which  to  themfelves  proved  furfeit- 
lng  and  melancholy,  would  with  equal  irkfomnefs 
affeft  their  readers.  But  to  me,  many  peculiar 
paflages  have  occurred  deferving  to  be  known 
however  not  pubnfhed  by  others. 

For,  at  a  junaure  when  all  men  elfe  affeaed 
to  renounce  the  charaaer  of  friends  to  Sejanus,  a 
.Roman  Knight,  nis  name  Marcus  Terentius,  and 
then  upon  his  trial  on  this  very  account,  dared  to 
avow  it  before  the  Senate  in  a  fpeech  on  this  wife  : 

In  my  prefent  circumftances,  to  deny  the  charge 
<  were,,  perhaps,  more  expedient,  than  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  it ;  but,  whatever  be  the  refult,  I  will 
‘  own>  that  I  was  the  friend  of  Sejanus,  that  I 
even  fought  to  be  his  friend,  and  gloried  when  I 

*  had. 
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c  had  gained  his  friendfhip.  I  faw  him  collegue 
‘  with  his  father  Strabo  in  the  command  of  the 
‘  Prsetorian  Cohorts,  and  next  governing  the  ftate 
‘  and  the  foldiery  at  once  as  a  Minifter  and  a  Ge- 
‘  neral.  His  kinfmen  and  friends  were  covered 
‘  with  public  honours,  and  prevalent  with  the 

<  Prince  was  every  man’s  credit  in  proportion  to 

<  his  intimacy  with  Sejanus.  Thole,  on  the  con- 
4  trary,  under  his  dilplealure,  weie  the  defpamng 
4  objeds  of  perfecution  and  wretchednefs.  Names 

<  and  inftances  I  bring  none  ;  but  with  myfelf  I 
c  will  vindicate,  and  at  my  own  Angle  peril,  all 

<  thofe  friends  of  his,  who,  like  myfelf,  were 
c  guiltlefs  of  his  laft  defigns,  Sejanus  the  Vul- 

<  finian  was  not  the  man  whom  we  courted  ;  no  ; 

<  for  the  objed  of  our  adorations  we  chofe  Sejanus 

*  a  part  of  the  Claudian,  a  part  of  the  Julian 

*  houfe,  into  which,  by  alliance,  he  v/as  ingraft> 

*  ed  ;  Sejanus  thy  fon-in-law,  O  Caefar,  thy  col- 
4  legue  in  the  Confulfhip,  and  that  Sejanus  who, 

«  under  thee,,  adminiftred  the  Empire.  To  us  k 
<•  belongs  not  to  judge  who  is  he  whom  above  aU 

*  others  thou  doft  exalt,  nor  for  what  caufes  thou 

<  haft  exalted  him..  Upon  thee  the  Gods  have  de- 
4  volved  the  fupreme  difpofal  of  things,  and  to  us 
1  remains  the  glory  of  obedience.  Fads  and 
4  things  obvious  we  all  behold  ;  we  perceive  who 
4  it  is  upon  whom  thou  doft  accumulate  wealth 
4  and  honours,,  who  they  are  that  hold  and  diftri- 
4  bute  the  fupreme  terrors  and  bleftings  of  power  ; 

4  and  that  all  thefe  were  the  charaderiftics  of  Se- 
4  janus,  no  man  will  deny.  But  to  pry  into  the 
4  profound  thoughts  of  the  Prince,  and  the  coun- 
4  fels  which  he  induftrioufly  hides,  is  forbidden  and 
4-  hazardous,  nor  even  with  hazard  can  it  be  ef- 
4  feded.  Recal  not  to  mind.  Confer ipt  Fathers, 
4  the  laft  day  of  Sejanus ;  remember  him  for  the 
4  fpace  of  lixteen  years,  a.  time  when  we  adored 

4  even 
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‘  emi  fuch,of  his  retainers  as  Satrius  and  Pompo- 

,  mu,S;  an'l  t°  ^ then  acquainted  with  his  porters 
and  franchized  Haves,  was  efteemed  a  grand  ho- 

nour.  What  therefore  is  the  refult  ?  Is  this  de- 
fence  univerfal,  and  does  it  ferve  indifferently  all 
the  friends  ot  Sejanus?  Far  from  it;  let  juft  li 
‘  mite  bound  it.  Let  the  confpiracy  againft  the 
State,  let  the  bloody  defigns  upon  the  Prince, 
‘  be  pumflied.  As  to  the  offices  of  friendfhip,  as 
to  the  lnftances  of  benevolence  towards  Sejanus, 

tne  fame  meafure  of  juftice  will  acquit  thee, 

4  and  us. 

.  The  magnanimity  of  the  fpeech,  added  to  the 
jov,  that  one  v/as  at  laft  found,  who  reafoned 
aloud  as  m  their  hearts  they  did  all,  produced  fuch 
powerful  erred!,  that  his  accufers  were  for  this,  arid 
other  delinquencies,  fentenced  to  banifhment  or 
death.  Thereafter  followed  Letters  from  Tibe¬ 
rius  againft  Sextus  Veftilius,  formerly  Prasto r;  one 
whom  he  had  long  fince,  as  a  man  exceeding  dear 
to  his  brother  Drufus,  adopted  into  the  clafs  of 
his  friends.  The  dilpleafure  conceived  againft  him 
arofe  from  his  either  having  compofed  an  in- 
vedlive  againft  the  impurities  of  Caligula,  or  from 
his  having  been  calumniated  to  have  done  it, 
which  being  believed,  he  was  forbid  the  Prince’! 
t.ible,  and  thence  puipoiea  to  die.  Having  with 
an  aged  hand  tried  the  fteel,  and  feebly  pierced  his! 
veins,  he  bound  them  up,  and,  by  a  Memorial, 
befought  Tiberius  ;  but  receiving  a  mercilefs  an- 
fwer,  opened  them  again  for  ever.  Next  were 
charged  with  treafon,  all  in  a  band,  Annius  Pollio, 
Appius  Silanus,  Mamercus  Scaurus,  Calvilius  Sa- 
binus,  and  Vinicianus  added  to  his  father  Pollio  * 
a  band  of  illuftrious  men,  all  noble  in  defcent, 
feme  diftinguifhed  with  the  firft  dignities.  Horror 
leized  the  1'  athers  ;  for  what  Senator  was  exempt 
fwni  frienuftrip  of  allutncs  with  io  many  men  of 
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fuch  fignal  quality  ?  But  one  of  the  evidence,  his 
name  Celfus,  Tribune  of  a  City-Cohort,  acquitted 
Appius  and  Calvifius.  I  he  trial  of  Pollio,  Vini- 
cianus,  and  Scaurus,  was,  by  the  Emperor  poft- 
poned,  till  he  could  himfelf  attend  it  in  Senate, 
Upon  Scaurus,  however,  he  bellowed  fome  tragi¬ 
cal  and  boding  notes  of  vengeance. 

Nor  could  even  women  efcape  the  rage  of  ac- 
cufations.  With  deligns  to  ufurp  the  government, 
they  could  not  be  charged  ;  their  tears  are  there¬ 
fore  made  treafon,  and  Vitia,  mother  to  bufius 
Geminus,  once  Conful,  was  fentenced  to  execu¬ 
tion  in  her  old  age,  for  bewailing  the  blood  of  her 
fon.  Thefe  were  the  proceedings  in  Senate  ;  nor 
was  the  Emperor  employed  elfewhere  in  different 
{trains  of  cruelty.  By  him  Vefcularius  Atticus  and 
Julius  Marinus,  were  doomed  to  death,  two  of  his 
oldeft  friends,  men  who  had  followed  him  to 
Rhodes,  and  never  forfook  him  at  Capreae.  Vef¬ 
cularius  was  his  fecret  inter- agent  in  the  plot  againft 
Libo  ;  and  by  the  co-operation  of  Marinus  had 
Sejanus  effected  the  ruin  of  Curtius  Atticus.  Hence 
the  more  joy  followed  their  fall,  to  fee  them  over¬ 
taken  by  precedents  of  their  own  traiterous  con¬ 
triving.  About  the  fame  time  died  Lucius  Pifo, 
the  Pontiff ;  and,  by  a  felicity,  then  rare  in  fo 
much  fplendour  and  elevation,  died  by  the  courfe 
of  nature.  The  author  he  never  himfelf  was  of 
any  fervile  motion,  and  ever  wife  in  moderating 
fuch  motions  from  others  where  neceffity  enforced 
his  a  Pent.  That  his  father  had  fuftained  the  fu- 
blime  office  of  Cenfor,  I  have  before  remembered. 
Pie  himfelf  lived  to  fourfcore  years,  and,  for  his 
warlike  feats  in  Thrace,  had  obtained  the  glory 
of/ Triumph.  But  from  hence  arofe  his  rnoft  di- 
fHnguilhed  glory,  that  being  created  Governor  of 
Rome,  a  jurifdicfion  newly  inftituted,  and  the 

more 
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more  difficult,  as  not  yet  fettled  into  public  reve¬ 
rence,  he  tempered  it  wonderfully,  and  poflefied 
it  long.  ‘ 

For,  of  old,  to  fup ply  the  abfence  of  the  Kino-s, 
and  afterwards  of  the  Confuls,  that  the  City  mmht 
not  remain  without  a  ruler,  a  temporary  Matri- 
i^rate  was  appointed  to  adminifter  juftice,  and 
watch  over  exigencies  3  and  it  is  faid  that  by  Romu¬ 
lus  was  deputed  Denter  Romulius,  Numa  Mar- 
cius  by  Tullus  Hoftilius,  and  by  Tarquin  the 
Proud  Spurius  Lucretius.  The  fame  delegation 
was  made  by  the  Confuls  3  and  there  remains  Fill 
a  fhadow  of  the  old  infhtution,  when,  during  the 
Latin  b  eftival,  one  is  authorized  to  difchame  the 
Confular  function.  Moreover,  Auguftus,  during 
the  Civil  Wars,  committed  to  Cilnius  Mseccnast 
Oi  the  Equeftrian  Order,  the  Government  of 
Rome  and  of  all  Italy.  Afterwards,  when  foie 
matter  of  the  Empire,  am  moved  by  the  TmmenA 
multitude  of  people,  and  the  fbwnett  of  relief  f  om 
tne  Laws,  he  chofe  a  Consular  to  bridle  the  iicen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  haves,  and  to  awe  fuch  turbulent 
citizens  as  are  only  quiet  from  the  dread  of  chaftife- 
ment.  Meflala  Corvinus  was  the  firft  invefted 
with  this  authority,  and  in  a  few  days  difmitted, 
as  a  man  infufticient  to  difeharge  it.  It  was  then 
filled  by  Taurus  Statilius,  who,  though  very  an¬ 
cient,  fuftained  it  with  fignal  honour.  After  him 
Pifo  held  it  for  twenty  years,  with  a  credit  fo  high 
and  uninterrupted,  that  he  was  diftingurfhed  with 
a  public  funeral,  by  decree  of  Senate. 

A  motion  was  thereafter  made  in  Senate  by 
Quincftilianus,  Tribune  of  the  people,  concerning 
a  Book  of  the  Sybil,  which  Caninius  Gallus,  one 
of  the  College  of  fifteen,  had  prayed  c  might  be 
c  received  by  a  decree  amongtt  the  reft  of  that 
c  Prophetefs.5  The  Decree  patted  without  oppo- 

fition, 
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fition,  but  was  followed  by  Letters  from  Tiberius. 

In  them,  having  gently  chid  the  1  ribune,  c  as 

*  young,  and  therefore  unfkilled  in  the  ancient 
4  ufages,’  he  upbraided  Gallus,  4  that  he,  who 

<  was  fo  long  praCtifed  in  the  fcience  of  facred  cc- 
c  remonies,  fhould,  without  taking  the  opinion  of 

*  pus  own  College,  without  the  uiual  reading  and 
c  deliberation  with  the  other  Pricfts,  aeal,  by  fur- 
£  prize,  with  a  thin  Senate,  to  admit  a  prophetic 
c  Book  of  an  uncertain  author.’  He  alio  adver¬ 
ted  them  4  of  the  conduct  of  Auguftus,  who,  to 

<  fupprefs  the  multitude  of  hdlitious  predictions 
€  every-where  pubhfhed  under  the  folemn  name  of 

<  the  Sybil,  had  ordained,  that  within  a  precife 

<  day,  they  fhould  be  carried  to  the  City-Praetor, 

4  and  made  it  unlawful  to  keep  them  in  private 
4  hands/  The  fame  had  likewife  been  decreed  by 
our  anceftors,  when,  after  the  burning  of  the  Ca¬ 
pitol  in  the  Social  War,  the  Rhymes  of  the  Sybil 
(whether  there  were  but  one,  or  more)  were  eve- 

-  ry- where  fought,  in  Samos,  Ilium,  ana  Erytnrae, 
through  Africa  too  and  Sicily,  and  all  the  Roman 
Colonies,  with  injunctions  to  the  Priefts,  that,  as 
far  as  human  wit  could  enable  them,  they  would 
feparate  the  genuine.  Therefore,  upon  this  occa- 
fion  alfo,  the  Book  was  fuhjedted  to  the  infpedfion 
of  the  Quindecemvirate. 

Under  the  fame  Confuls,  the  dearth  of  corn  had 
nigh  raifed  a  fedition.  The  populace  for  many 
days  urged  their  wants  and  demands  in  the  public 
Theatre,  with  a  licentioufnefs  towards  the  Empe¬ 
ror  higher  than  ufual.  He  was  alarmed  with  this 
bold  fpirit,  and  cenfured  the  Magiflrates  and  Se¬ 
nate,  4  that  they  had  not  by  the  public  authority 
4  quelled  the  people.’  He  recounted  4  the  con- 
4  tinued  fupplies  of  grain  which  he  had  caufed  to 
4  be  imported,  from  what  provinces,  and  in  how 
4  much  greater  abundance  than  thofe  procured  by 

4  Auguftus/ 


to 
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‘  ^uSuftus-’  So  that  for  correcting  the  nooulare 

™S-r" rt?’ framei1  in  the  °f  «"«„>£ 

by  the  Confuls.  H,s  own  filence,  which  he 
hoped  would  be  taken  by  the  people  as  an  instance 

r  r°^  T \hy  them  inTuted  to  his  pride. 

ardc  L  ,!  P  thC  )'«r  Geminius,  Pompeius, 
f  -  ,us’  ali  Roman  Knights,  were  for  a  con- 

fpn acy  fentenced  to  the  pains  of  treafon.  Of  theR 
Gen ii m us  had  by  prodigal  expence,  and  volup! 
tuous  living,  gamed  the  friendfhip  of  Sejanus,  but 
never  any  participation  in  his  counfels.  Julius- 

his  rh-  rlcUneP  aj  he  %  in  Otters,  Hu  tched 
am  ovd  h»s  head,  and,  by  vehement  firain- 

ing  agamft  it,  broke  his  neck.  But  over  Rubrius 

b  abatus  a  guard  was  fee,  as  to  him  it  was  objected, 

ia  ,  defpan  mg  of  the  Roman  State,  he  meant  to 

fly  for  refuge  to  the  Parthians.  He  was,  in  truth, 

apprehended  in  the  Streights  of  Sicily,  and  when 

by  a  Centurion  haled  back  to  Rome,  he  affigned 

no  Satisfactory  motives  for  fo  long  a  voyage.  He 

remained  however  unhurt,  through  oblivion  rather 
than  mercy. 

o.  u”  thf  Gor’felfhip  of  Servius  Galba  aad  Lucius 
v  u’  ,  ,  benus  difpofed  of  his  grand-daughters, 
bie  had  long  deliberated  upon  whom  to  beftow 
them;  and  now  the  young  Ladies  were  of  a?e, 
he  chofe  for  their  huibands,  Lucius  Caffius  and 
Marcus  Vmicius.  The  laft  was  originally  from 
agh  a  Reman  colony  in  Campania,  and  of  an 
Lqueftrian  family  ;  but  his  father  and  grand-father 
had  been  Confuls;  himfelf  of  a  gentle  temper  and 
polite  eloquence.  Caffius  fprung  from  a  Plebeian 
ltock,  but  ancient  and  honourable,  was  brought 
up  under  the  Pried  tuition  of  his  father,  and  more 
admired  for  the  eafinefs.  than  vigour  of  his  fpirit. 
i  a  him  the  Emperor  married  Drulilla,  and  to 
inicius  juiia,  both  daughters  of  Germanicus, 
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and  upon  this  fubjedt  wrote  to  the  Senate,  with  a 
brief  commendation  of  the  young  men.  Then 
accounting  for  his  abfence  by  caufes  extremely  fo¬ 
reign,  he  proceeded  to  confiderations  more  weighty, 
what  animofities  and  hate  upon  himfelf  he  had 
drawn  by  his  zeal  for  the  Republic  ;  and  defired, 

*  that  Macro,  Captain  of  his  Guards,  with  fome 
‘  few  Tribunes  and  Centurions,  might  always  ac- 

*  company  him  into  the  Senate/  To  this  pur- 
pofe  an  ordinance  parted,  copious,  and  without  li¬ 
mitation  as  to  number  or  condition.  Yet  fo  far 
was  Tiberius  from  coming  near  the  public  delibe¬ 
rations  there,  that  he  never  entered  the  walls  of 
Rome  ;  even  in  the  feint  approaches  which  he 
made,  he  chofe  chiefly  crooked  and  folitary  ways, 
hefitating,  guilty,  and  flying  his  country. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  whole  band  of  accufers 
broke  loofe  upon  thofe  who  augmented  their  wealth 
by  Ufury,  in  contradi&ion  to  a  Law  of  Casfar  the 
Dictator,  c  for  afcertaining  the  terms  of  lending 
‘  money,  and  holding  mortgages  in  Italy  /  a  Law 
become  long  fince  obfolete,  through  the  felfifh  paf- 
fions  of  men,  facrificing  public  good  to  private 
gain.  Ufury  was,  in  truth,  an  inveterate  evil  in 
Rome,  and  the  eternal  caufe  of  civil  difcord  and 
feditions,  and  therefore  retrained,  even  in  ancient 
times,  while  the  public  manners  were  not  yet 
greatly  corrupted.  For,  firft  it  was  ordained  by  a 
Law  of  the  twelve  Tables,  c  that  no  man  fhould 
4  take  higher  Interefl:  than  twelve  in  the  hundred  / 
when  before  it  was  exacted  at  the  pleafure  of  the 
rich.  Afterwards  by  a  regulation  of  the  Tribunes 
it  was  reduced  to  fix,  and  at  laft  was  quite  abo¬ 
lished.  By  the  people  too  repeated  Statutes  were 
made,  for  obviating  all  .elulions,  which,  by  what¬ 
ever  frequent  expedients  reprefled,  were  yet  thro* 
wonderful  devices  ftill  fpringing  up  afrefh.  Grac¬ 
chus  the  Praetor  was  therefore  now  appointed  to 

2  inquire 


286  THE  ANNALS  Book  VI. 

inquire  into  the  complaints  and  allegations  of  the 
accufers  ;  but,  appalled  with  the  multitude  of  thofe 
threatened  by  tne  accuiation,  he  had  recourfe  to 
the  Senate.  The  Fathers  alfo  were  difmayed,  (for 
of  this  fault  not  a  foul  was  guiltlefs)  and  fought 
and  obtained  impunity  from  the  Prince ;  and  a 
year  and  fix  months  were  granted  for  balancing 
all  accounts  between  debtors  and  creditors,  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  direction  of  the  Law. 

Hence  a  great  fcarcity  of  money ;  for,  befides 
that  all  debts  were  at  once  called  in,  fo  many 
delinquents  were  condemned,  that  by  the  fale 
of  their  effects,  the  current  coin  was  fwallowed  up 
in  tne  public  trealury,  or  in  that  of  the  Emperor. 
Againft  this  ftagnation,  the  Senate  had  provided, 
that  two  thirds  or  the  debts  fhould  by  every  ere- 
4  ditor  be  laid  out  upon  lands  in  Italy.’  But  the 
creditors  warned  in  the  whole  $  nor  could  the 
debtors  without  breach  of  faith  divide  the  payment. 
So  that  at  fir  ft,  meetings  and  intreaties  were  tried  ; 
and  at  lad:  it  was  contelfed  before  the  Pnetor.  And 
the  projedf  applied  as  a  remedy  ;  namely,  that  the 
debtor  fhould  fell,  and  the  creditor  buy,  had  a 
contrary  operation  :  for  the  ufurers  hoarded  up  all 
their  treafure  for  purchafing  of  lands,  and  the 
plenty  of  effates  to  be  fold  miferably  finking  the 
price,  the  more  men  were  indebted,  the  more  dif¬ 
ficult  they  found  it  to  fell.  Many  were  utterly 
ftript  of  their  fortunes  ;  and  the  ruin  of  their  pri¬ 
vate  patrimony  drew  headlong  with  it  that  of  their 
reputation,  and  all  public  preferment.  The  de¬ 
finition  was  going  on,  when  the  Emperor  ad- 
miniflred  relief,  by  lending  a  hundred  thoufand 
great  fellerces  *  for  three  years,  without  interefl, 
provided  each  borrower  pawned  to  the  people 
double  the  value  in  inheritance.  Thus  was  credit 

*  About  two  Million?,  and  five  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns. 
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reftored,  and  by  degrees  private  lenders  too  were 
found  ;  fo  that  the  order  of  Senate  injoining  the 
purchafe  of  lands,  was  no  longer  obferved  ;  like 
mod:  other  reformations,  keen  in  the  beginning, 
and  (lighted  at  laft. 

Rome  was  next  re-vifited  with  her  former  ter¬ 
rors,  and  Confidius  Proculus  fuddenly  queftioned 
for  treafon.  While  he  celebrated  the  birth-day, 
void  of  every  apprehenfion,  he  was  hurried  to 
the  Senate,  and  underwent,  in  the  fame  inftant, 
the  fentence  and  the  pains  of  death.  Sancia  too, 
his  filter,  was  interdicted  fire  and  water,  at 
the  acculation  of  Quintus  Pomponius,  a  man 
of  turbulent  temper,  who  pretended,  4  that  he 
6  followed  thefe  and  the  like  practices,  to  ingra- 
4  date  himfelf  with  Tiberius,  and  thence  to  ob- 
£  viate  the  fate  which  threatened  his  brother  Pom- 
c  ponius  SecundusP  Pompeia  Macrina  was  alfo 
fentenced  to  exile  ;  (lie  whole  hufband  Argolicus 
and  his  father  Laco,  two  of  the  prime  nobility  of 
Greece,  had  already  fallen  by  the  cruelty  of  Ti¬ 
berius.  Her  father,  an  illuftrious  Roman  Knight, 
and  her  brother  formerly  Praetor,  when  they  law 
their  own  haftening  doom,  Hew  themfelves.  The 
crime  imputed  to  them  was,  c  that  their  great 
c  grand-father,  Theophanes  of  Mytelene,  had 
c  been  one  of  the  confidents  of  Pompey  the  Great, 

6  and  that  to  Theophanes,  when  dead,  the  flat- 
c  tering  Greeks  had  paid  divine  honours/ 

Thefe  were  followed  by  Sextus  Marius,  the 
mod  wealthy  man  of  Spain.  He  was  accufed  of 
inceft  with  his  daughter,  and  thrown  head-long 
from  the  Tarpeian  rock;  but,  as  an  indifputable 
proof  that  his  abundant  riches  procured  his  bane, 
his  mines  of  gold,  though  forfeited  to  the  public, 
were  by  Tiberius  appropriated  to  himfelf.  His 
cruelty,  at  laft,  being  but  inflamed  by  mediant 
executions  and  blood,  all  thole  kept  in  prifon  un¬ 
der 
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der  accuiation  of  any  attachment  to  Sejanus,  were 
by  his  command  put  to  the  daughter.  Expofed  to 
the  fun  lay  the  fad  monuments  of  the  mighty 
butchery,  thofe  of  every  fex  and  age,  the  fllu- 
ltnous  and  the  mean ;  their  carcalTes  ignomi- 
moufly  thrown,  apart  or  on  heaps  ;  neither  was 
it  permitted  to  their  furviving  friends  or  kindred 
to  approach  them,  to  bewail  them,  nor  even  any 
longer  to  behold  them.  But,  round  the  dead 
Guards  were  placed,  who  watched  faces,  and 
marked  the  figns  of  forrow ;  and,  as  the  bodies 
putrined,  faw  them  dragged  to  the  Tyber,  where 
they  floated  in  the  ILrearn,  or  were  driven  upon 
the  banks,  no  man  daring  to  burn  them,  none  to 
touch  them.  The  force  of  fear  had  cut  off  the 
intercourfes  of  humanity  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the 
growth  of  tyranny,  every  fymptom  of  commifera- 
tion  was  banifhed. 

^ About  the  fame  time,  Claudia,  daughter  to 
Ekarcus  SiJanus,  was  given  in  marriage  to  Cali¬ 
gula,  who  had  accompanied  his  grand-father  to 
Capreae,  having  always  hid  under  a  fubdolous 
guife  of  modefty,  his  favage  and  inhuman  fpirit ; 
even  upon  the  condemnation  of  his  mother,  even 
for  the  exile  of  his  brothers,  not  a  word  efcaped 
him,  not  a  figh,  nor  groan.  He  was  fo  blindly 
obfervant  of  Tiberius,  that  he  ftudied  the  bent  of 
his  temper,  and  feemed  to  pofiefs  it,  pra&ifed  his 
looks,  imitated  the  change  and  fafhion  of  his  drefs, 
and  arlecled  his  words  and  manner  of  exprefllon. 
Hence  the  obfervation  of  Paffienus,  the  Orator, 
grew  afterwards  famous,  4  that  there  never  lived 
4  a  better  have,  nor  a  worfe  matter.’  Neither 
Would  I  omit  the  prefage  of  T  iberius  concerning 
Galba,  then  Conlul.  Having  fent  for  him,  and 
lifted  him  upon  feveral  fubje&s,  he  at  la  ft  told  him, 
in  Greek,  (  and  thou,  Galba,  fhalt  hereafter  taife 
4  of  Empire  irgnifying  his  late  and  fhort  fove- 

reignty. 
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reignty.  This  he  uttered  from  his  fkill  in  Aftro- 
logy,  which  at  Rhodes  he  had  leifure  to  learn, 
and  had  Thrafullus  for  his  teacher,  whofe  capa¬ 
city  he  proved  by  this  following  trial. 

As  often  as  he  confulted  this  way  ‘concerning 
any  affair,  he  retired  to  the  roof  of  the  houfe,  at¬ 
tended  by  one  freedman  trufted  with  the  fecret. 
This  man,  ffrong  of  body,  but  deftitute  of  letters, 
guided  along  the  Aftrologer,  whofe  Art  Tiberius 
meant  to  try,  over  folitary  precipices  (for  upon  a 
rock  the  houfe  ffood)  and,  as  he  returned,  if  any 
fufpicion  aroie  that  his  predictions  were  vain,  or 
that  the  author  defigned  fraud,  caff  him  head-long 
into  the  fea,  to  prevent  his  making  difcoveries* 
I  hrafullus  being  therefore  led  over  the  fame  rocks, 
and  minutely  confulted,  his  anfwers  were  full,  and 
ffruck  Tiberius,  as  approaching  Empire  and  many 
future  revolutions  were  fpecihcally  foretold  him. 
rhe  artift  was  then  queffioned,  c  whether  he  had 
c  calculated  his  own  nativity,  and  thence  prefaced 
*  v/hat  was  to  befall  him  that  fame  year,  nay, 

C.  tdat  very  day  Thrafullus  furveying  the  pofi- 
tions  of  the  ffars,  and  calculating  their  alpecfs,  be¬ 
gan  at  hrff  to  hefitate,  then  to  quake,  and  the 
more  he  meditated,  being  more  and  more  dif- 
mayed  with  wonder  and  dread,  he  at  laft  cried  out, 
that  oyer  him  juft  then  hung  a  boding  danger  and 
,  ;We  1-nigh  iatal.  Forthwith  Tiberius  embraced 
rnm  congratulated  <  him  upon  his  forefight  of  pe- 
nls,  and  his  fecurity  from  them and  effeeming 
his  predictions  as  fo  many  oracles,  held  him  thence- 
torward  m  the  rank  of  his  moft  intimate  friends. 

.  myfelf,  while  I  liffen  to  thefe  and  the  like 
relations,  my  judgment  wavers,  whether  things 

Tf  are  j"  their  C°urfe  and  rotation  determined 
ly  t  ate  and  immutable  neceffity,  or  left  to  roll  at 

Jandom.  tor  upon  this  (ubjett  the  wifeft  of  the- 

ancients  and  thofe  addicted  to  their  Setts,  are  of 

v  OL.  i.  O  r 
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oppofit£  fentiments.  Many  are  of  opinion,  c  that 
c  to  the  Gods  neither  the  generation  of  us  men, 
c  nor  our  death,  and,  in  truth,  neither  men  nor 

<  the  adtions  of  men,  are  of  any  importance  or 
c  concernment ;  and  thence  fuch  numberlefs  cala- 
c  mities  afflidf  the  upright,  while  pleafure  and 

*  profperity  furround  the  wicked.’  Others  hold 
the  contrary  pofition,  and  believe  c  aFatetopre- 

<  fide  over  events;  a  Fate  however  not  refulting 

*  from  wandring  ftars,  but  coeval  with  the  fir  ft 
6  principles  of  things,  and  operating  by  the  conti- 
c  nued  connexion  of  natural  caufes.  Yet  their 
c  Philofophy  leaves  our  courfe  of  life  in  our  own 

*  free  option  ;  but  that,  after  the  choice  is  made, 

<  the  chain  of  confequences  is  inevitable  :  neither 
c  is  that  good  or  evil  which  pafles  for  fuch  in  the 
‘  eftimation  of  the  vulgar  ;  many  who  feem 

<  wounded  with  adverfity  are  yet  happy,  numbers 
«■  that  wallow  in  wealth,  are  yet  molt  wretched  : 

«  fince  the  firft  often  bear  with  magnanimity  the 

<  blows  of  fortune,  and  the  latter  abufe  her  bounty 

<  in  baneful  purfuits.’  For  the  reft,  it  is  common 
to  multitudes  of  men,  6  to  have  each  their  whole 
6  future  fortunes  determined  from  the  moment  of 
«  their  birth  ;  or  if  feme  events  thwart  the  predic- 
c  tion,  it  is  through  the  miftakes  of  fuch  as  pro- 
c  nounce  at  random,  and  thence  debafe  the  credit 
c  of  an  art,  which,  both  in  ages  paft  and  our  own, 
c  hath  given  fignal  inftances  of  its  certainty,  -t  or, 
to  avoid  lengthening  this  digrefiion,  I  ftiall  remem¬ 
ber  in  its  order,  how  by  the  fen  of  this  fame  Thra- 
fullus  the  Empire  was  predicted  to  Nero. 

Durinp-  the  fame  Confulfhip  was  divulged  the 
death  of  Afinius  Qallus  :  that  he  perifhed  through 
famine,  was  undoubted  ;  but  wnether  of  his  own 
accord,  or  by  conftraint,  was  held  uncertain.  The 
pleafure  of  the  Emperor  being  confuited,  6  whe- 
1  ther  he  would  fufter  him  to  be  buried,’  he  was 


Book  VI.  OF  TACITUS.  2gt 

not  afhamed  to  grant  flich  a  piece  of  mock  mercy, 
nor  even  to  blame  the  anticipations  of  "cafualty, 
which  had  withdrawn  the  criminal,  before  he  was 
publicly  convidled  ;  as  if  during  three  intermediate 
years  between  his  accufation  and  his  death,  there 
wanted  time  for  the  trial  of  an  ancient  Confular, 
and  the  father  of  fo  many  Confulars.  Next  pe- 
i ifhed  Drufus,  condemned  by  his  grand-father  to 
be  flarved  ;  but  by  gnawing  the  weeds  upon  which 
he  lay,  he  by  that  miferable  nourifhment  pro¬ 
tracted  life  the  fpace  of  nine  days.  Some  Authors 
rebate,  that,  in  cafe  Sejanus  had  refitted  and  taken 
arms,  Macro  had  inttructions  to  draw  the  youn^ 
man  out  of  confinement  (for  he  was  kept  in  the 
palace-)  and  let  him  at  the  head  of  the  people.  Af¬ 
terwards,  becaufe  a  report  ran,  6  that  the  Empe¬ 
ror  was  about  to  be  reconciled  to  his  daughter- 
m--law  and  grand-fon,7  he  chofe  rather  to  gratify 
himiedf  by  cruelty,  than  the  public  by  relenting 
I  menus,  not  fatiated  with  the  death  of  Drufus 
even  after  death  purfued  him  with  cruel  invectives* 
and  in  a  Letter  to  the  Senate,  charged  him  with 
,  a  b°y  foul  with  proffltution,  with  a  fpirit  breath- 

<  mS.  lef},rik^011  ^  own  family,  and  rage 

<  fiSaTr  the  J''ePllbIlc  5’  and  ordered  to  be  recited 
the  JVunutes  of  his  words  and  actions,  which  had 

•  been  Jong  and  daily  regiftered.’  A  proceeding 
more  black  with  horror  could  not  be  deviled  I  Thu 
for  i0  many  years  there  fhould  be  thofe  exprefly  au- 
pomted  who  were  to  note  down  his  looks/  his 
gioans  his  fecret  and  extorted  murmurs  ;  that  his 
grand-fatner  fhould  delight  to  hear  the  treacherous 
daai  to  read  it,  and  to  the  public  expofe  it 
would  appear  a  leries  of  fraud,  meannefs  and  amaze  - 

Lett  is  ofA  T  Tp*  °f  fakh’  Were  !t  n0t 
f  or  ALl1us  the  Centurion,  and  Didymus  the 

freed  man  ;  who  in  them  declare,  particularly'  t hi 

names  of  the  flaves  fct  purpofely  to  abufe  and ’pro- 

O  2  1  1 
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voke  Drufus,  with  the  feveral  parts  they  adled  ; 
how  one  flruck  him  going  out  of  his  chamber, 
and  how  another  filled  him  with  terrors  and  dif- 
may.  The  Centurion  too  repeated,  as  matter  of 
glory,  his  own  language  to  Drufus,  full  of  out¬ 
rage  and  barbarity,  with  the  words  uttered  by  him 
under  the  agonies  of  famine  ,  that,  at  firfl,  feign¬ 
ing  diforder  of  fpirit,  he  vented,  in  the  flile  of  a 
madman,  difmal  denunciations  againfl  Tiberius ; 
but,  after  all  hopes  of  life  had  forfaken  him,  then, 
in  fleady  and  deliberate  imprecations,  he  invoked 
the  direful  vengeance  of  the  Gods,  4  that,  as  he 
4  had  daughtered  his  fon’s  wife,  daughtered  the 
«  fon  of  his  brother,  and  his  foil’s  fons,  and  with 
4  daughters  had  filled  his  whole  houfe  ;  fo  they 
c  would,  in  juflice  to  the  anceflors  of  the  dain,  in 
4  iuflice  to  their  poflerity,  doom  him  to  the  dread- 
4  ful  penalties  of  fo  many  murders.’  The  Sena¬ 
tors,  in  truth,  upon  this,  railed  a  mighty  dinn, 
under  colour  of  detefling  thefe  imprecations  ;  but 
it  was  dread  which  pofTeffed  them,  and  amazement, 
that  he  who  had  been  once  fo  dark  in  the  practice 
of  wickednefs,  and  fo  fubtle  in  the  concealment  of 
his  bloody  fpirit,  was  arrived  at  fuch  an  utter  in- 
fenfibility  of  fhame,  that  he  could  thus  remove,  as 
it  were,  the  covert  of  the  walls,  and  reprefent  his 
own  grandfon  under  the  ignominious  chaflifementof 
a  Centurion,  torn  by  the  barbarous  fcripes  of  daves,, 
and  imploring  in  vain  the  laft  fuflenance  of  life. 

Before  the  impredions  of  this  grief  were  worne 
away,  the  death  of  Agrippina  was  publifhed.  I 
fuppofe  fhe  had  lived  thus  long  upon  the  hopes 
which  from  the  execution  of  Sejanus  fhe  had  con¬ 
ceived  ;  but,  feeling  afterwards  no  relaxation  of 
cruelty,  death  grew  her  choice  :  Unlefs  perhaps 
fhe  were  bereaved  of  nourifhment,  and  her  deceafe 
feigned  to  have  been  of  her  own  leeldng.  .  tor, 

F[ ibenus  raged  againfl  her  with  abominable  impu- 
°  w  tations, 
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rations,  reproaching  her  €  with  lewdnefs,  as  the 
4  adulterefs  of  Afinius  Gallus,  and  that  upon  his 

4  death  fhe  became  weary  of  his  life.5  But  thefe 
were  none  of  her  crimes.  Agrippina,  impatient 
of  an  equal  lot,  and  eager  for  rule,  had  thence  fa- 
crificed  to  mafculine  ambition  all  the  padions  and 
vices  of  women.  The  Emperor  added,  6  that  fhe 

5  departed  the  fame  day  on  which  Sejanus  had  fuf- 
5  fered  as  a  traitor  two  years  before,  and  that  the 

*  fame  ought  to  be  perpetuated  by  a  public  memo- 
rial.5  Nay,  he  boalfed  of  his  clemency,  hi 

*  that  file  had  not  been  firangled,  and  her  body 
5  caft  into  the  charnel  of  malefactors.’  For  this, 
as  for  an  inftance  of  mercy,  the  Senate  folernnly 
thanked  him,  and  decreed,  ‘  that  on  the  feven- 

teenth  of  October,  tne  day  of  both  their  deaths, 

*  a  yearly  offering  fhould  be  confecrated  to  Ju- 
piter  for  ever.’ 

Not  long  after,  Cocceius  Nerva,  hi  full  prof- 
perity  of  fortune,  in  perfedt  vigour  of  body,  formed 
a  purpofe  of  dying.  As  he  was  the  mceffant  com¬ 
panion  of  the  Prince,  and  accomplifhed  in  the 
knowledge  or  ail  Laws,  divine  and  human,  Ti¬ 
berius  having  learned  his  deiign,  was  earned:  to 
diffuade  him,  examined  his  motives,  joined  en¬ 
treaties,  and  even  declared,  c  how  grievous  to  his 
own  ipirit  it  would  prove,  how  grievous  to  his 
reputation,  if  the  neareft  of  his  friends  fhould 

*  relinquish  life,  without  any  caufe  for  dyin<P 
Nerva  rejected  his  reafoning,  and  compleated  his 
purpofe  by  abffinence.  It  was  ailedged  by  fuch 
as  knew  his  thoughts,  that  the  more  he  faw  into  • 
the  dreadful  fource  and  increafe  of  public  mife- 
ries,  the  more,  tranfported  with  indignation  and 
fear,  he  refolved  to  make  an  honed:  end,  in  the 
bloom  of  his  integrity,  before  his  life  and  credit 
were  affaulted.  Moreover,  the  fall  of  Agrippina, 

y  a  reverfe  hardly  credible,  procured  that  of  Plan- 

®  3  cina. 
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cilia.  She  was  formerly  married  to  Cneius  Pifo  ; 
and,  though  file  exulted  publicly  for  the  death  of 
Germanicus,  yet,  when  Pifo  fell,  fhe  was  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  folli citations  of  Augufta,  nor  lefs  by 
the  known  animofity  of  Agrippina.  But,  as  favour 
and  hate  were  new  withdrawn,  juftice  prevailed  ; 
and,  being  queftioned  for  crimes  long  fince  fuffi- 
ciently  manifeft,  fhe  executed,  with  her  own  hand, 
that  vengeance  which  was  rather  too  flow  than  too 
fevere. 

While  the  City  yet  bewailed  fo  many  tragical 
deaths,  it  was  an  accefTion  to  the  public  affliction, 
that  Julia,  the  daughter  of  Drufus,  and  lately  the 
wife  of  Nero,  was  efpoufed  to  Rubeliius  Blandus, 
whofe  grandfather  wTas  remembered  by  many  to 
have  been  only  a  Roman  Knight  from  Tibur. 
At  the  ifTue  of  the  year,  happened  the  death  of 
jfiElius  Lamia,  and  was  celebrated  with  a  public 
funeral.  JFor  his  laff  employment,  he  was  Gover- 
nor  of  FvOtne  ;  having  been  at  length  difeharged 
from  the  mock  admini  fixation  of  Syria,  which  he 
was  never  buffered  to  vifit.  In  his  defeent  he  was 
noble,  enjoyed  a  lively  old  age,  and  upon  his  cha¬ 
racter  was  derived  frefh  glory  from  the  with-hold¬ 
ing  of  his  Province  from  him.  As  Pomponius 
Flaccus,  Propraetor  of  Syria,  died  fome  time  after, 
there  arrived  Letters  from  Tiberius.  In  them  he 
complained,  6  That  all  the  Senators  of  diftin- 
4  guifhed  name,  and  qualified  to  command  Armies, 
4  refufed  that  office  ;  hence  he  was  reduced  to  the 
4  neceffity  of  entreaties,  to  engage  fome  of  the 
4  Confulars  to  undertake  the  rule  of  provinces/ 
He  thought  fit  to  forget  Arruntius,  Governor  of 
Spain,  already  for  ten  years  detained  at  Rome, 
The  fame  year  alfo  died  Marcus  Lepidus,  of  whofe 
wifdom  and  moderation  I  have  in  the  former  Books 
inferted  abundant  infiances.  Nor  does  it  require 
more  room  here  to  difplay  his  nobility,  fince  his 

race 
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race  was  that  of  the  /Emilii,  a  race  fertile  in  good 
citizens  ;  and  even  thofe  of  the  lame  family  who 
lapfed  into  corruption,  continued  Hill  to  be  didin- 
guifhed  by  their  llludrious  dignities  and  fortune. 

In  the  Gonfulfhip  of  Paulus  Fabius  and  Lucius 
Vitellius,s  after  a  long  viciffitude  of  ages,  the 
Phceni:c  arrived  in  /Egypt,  and  furnifhed  the  mod 
learned  of  the  natives  and  Greeks,,  with  matter  ot 
large  and  various  obfervations  concerning  that  mi¬ 
raculous  bird.  The  circumdances  in  which  they 
agree,  with  many  others,  that,  however  difputed, 
deferve  to  be  known,  claim  a  recital  here.  That 
it  is  a.  creature  facred'  to  the  Sun,  and,  in  the 
fadiion  of  its  head,  and  diverfity  of  feathers,  di- 
dinct  from  other  birds,  all,  who  have  defcribed  its 
figure,  are  agreed  ;  about  the  length  of  its  life, 
relations  vary.  It  is  by  the  vulgar  tradition  fixed 
at  five  hundred  years  :  but  there  2re  thofe  who  ex¬ 
tend  it  to  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty  one, 
and-  aiiert  that  the  three  former  Phoenixes  aoneared 

JL  A 

in  reigns  greatly  didant,  the  find  under  Sefodris, 
the  next  under  Arnafis  ;  and  that  one  was  feen 
under  Ptolemy  the  third  King  of  /Egypt  of  the 
Macedonian  race,  and  flew  to  the  City  of  Helio¬ 
polis,  accompanied  by  a  vad  hod  of  other  birds 
gazing  upon  the  wonderful  dranger.  But  thefe 
are,  in  truth,  the  obfcure  accounts  of  antiquity  : 
between  Ptolemy  and  Tiberius  the  interval  was 
fhorter,  not  two  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  hence 
fome  have  believed  that  the  prefent  was  a  fpurious 
Phcenix,  and  derived  not  its  origin  from  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  Arabia,  fince  it  obferved  nothing  of  the  in- 
dindt  which  ancient  tradition  attributes  to  the  gc- 
nuine  \  for  that  the  latter,  having  compleated  his 
courfe  of  years,  jud  before  his  death  builds  a  ned 
in  his  native  land,  and  upon  it  flieds  generative 
power,  from  whence  ariies  a  young  one,  whofe 
fird  care,  when  he  is  grown,  is  to  bury  his  father  ; 

O  4  neither 
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neither  does  he  undertake  it  unadvifedly,  but  by 
colledling  and  fetching  loads  of  myrrh,  tries  his 
irrength  in  great  journies ;  and  as  foon  as  he  finds 
hin.felf  equal  to  the  burden,  and  fit  for  the  long 
fiignt,  he  rears  upon  his  back  his  father’s  body, 
canoes  it  quite  to  the  altar  of  the  Sun,  and  then  Hies 
away.  1  hefe  are  uncertain  tales,  and  their  un¬ 
certainty  heightened  by  fables  ;  but  that  this  bird 
-has  been  fometimes  feen  in  -Tgypt,  is  not  que- 
ftioned. 

■At  Rome,  as  the  courfe  of  daughter  continued 
unrelenting,  Pomponius  Labeo,  whom  I  have  re¬ 
membered  to  have  been  Governor  of  Mcefia,  chofe, 
by  opening  his  veins,  to  let  out  his  own  blood  ; 
as,  by  his  example,  did  his  wife  Paxea  hers.  Such 
efficacy  had  the  terror  of  failing  by  the  executioner, 
that,  to  efcape  him,  deaths  of  this  fort  were  rea¬ 
lty  undergone.  Befides,  that  they  who  Laid  to 
be  fentenced,  forfeited  their  efiates  with  their  lives, 
and  were  debarred  the  rites  of  burial :  of  fuch,  on 
the  contrary,  as  anticipated  condemnation,  the 
bodies  were  interred,  and  their  wills  remained  in 
force.  The  motive  this,  and  price  of  difpatch  ! 
Liberius,  however,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Senate, 
argued,  c  That  it  was  the  ufage  of  our  anceftors, 

*  when  they  would  renounce  friendfhip,  to  forbid 

*  the  perfon  obnoxious  their  houfe,  and  by  it  fhut 

*  up  ail  intercourfe ;  a  ufage  repeated  by  himfelf 

*  towards  Labeo.  Whereas  Labeo,  who  was 

*  charged  with  male-adminiflration,  and  other 
41  crimes,  had  now,  by  leaving  upon  the  Prince 

*  the  odium  of  his  death,  fought  a  veil  to  his  own 
4  guilt,  and  thence  falfly  terrified  his  wife,  to 

*  whom,  however  criminal,  no  punifhment  was 

*  meant.’  Mamercus  Scaurus  was  thereafter  que- 
ffioned  afrefih,  a  man  of  fignal  quality,  a  noble 
orator,  but  profligate  liver.  In  his  overthrow,  the 
friendfhip  of  Sejanus  had  no  fhare,  but  an  engine 
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no  lei's  potent  to  deflroy,  the  enmity  of  Macro, 
who  purfued,  but  with  more  fubtlety,  the  fame 
depraved  politics.  He  was  furnifhed  with  a  handle 
from  a  Tragedy  compofed  by  Scaurus,  in  which 
were  fome  lines  capable  of  being  pointed  againfl 
Tiberius.  But  by  the  accufers,  Servilius  and 
Cornelius,  the  crimes  objedted  were  thofe  of 
4  adultery  with  Livia,  and  the  myfteries  of  magic.’ 
Scaurus,  as  became  the  magnanimity  of  the  ancient 
iEmilii,  prevented  condemnation  by  the  perfuafion 
of  Sextia  his  wife,  who  animated  him  to  die,  and 
died  with  him. 

And  yet  the  accufers,  when  opportunity  oc¬ 
curred,  were  furrendered  to  vengeance,  as  were 
this  fame  Servilius  and  Cornelius,  men  become  fa¬ 
mous  by  the  doom  of  Scaurus  ;  but  for  accepting 
from  Varius  Ligur  a  bribe  to  drop .  profecution, 
they  were  interdicted  fire  and  water,  and  exiled 
into  different  iflands.  Abudius  Rufo  too,  once 
/Edile,  whihf  he  brought  a  charge  again#  Len- 
tulus  Getulicus,  under  whom  he  had  led  a  Legion, 

4  That  he  had  efpoufed  his  daughter  to  a  foil  of 
4  Sejanusy  was  himfelf  condemned  and  banifhed 
Rome.  Getulicus  was  at  this  time  Commander 
of  the  Legions  in  upper  Germany,  and  by  them 
wonderfully  beloved,  for  his  unbounded  clemency, 
and  difcipline  void  of  rigour.  Neither  was  he  un¬ 
acceptable  to  the  neighbouring  army,  through  his 
intereft  in  Lucius  Apronius  his  father-in-law. 
Hence  he  was  univerfally  believed  to  have,  by  a 
Letter,  reprefented  to  the  Emperor,  4  That  by 
4  no  choice  of  his  own  had  he  joined  affinity  with 
4  Sejanus,  but  in  compliance  with  the  counfel  of 
c  Tiberius,  and  was  as  liable  as  Tiberius  to  be 
4  deceived  ;  nor  ought  one  and  the  fame  error  to 
4  pals  unblamed  in  the  Prince  only,  and  upon  all 
4  others  draw  down  deadly  vengeance.  For  his 
4  own  faith  5  it  was  pure  and  inviolate,  and,  if 

^  5  1  again# 
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c  againft  him  no  plots  were  framed,  would  conti- 
‘  nue  unfhaken.  A  fuccefior  he  would  receive  as 
4  no  other  than  the  herald  of  death.  It  remained 
‘  therefore,  that  between  them  two  they  fhould, 
4  as  it  were,  eftablifh  a  league,  by  which  the 
4  Prince  fhould  ftill  enjoy  all  the  reft  of  the  Em- 
4  pire,  and  he  himfelf  always  retain  his  province/ 
This  proceeding,  however  amazing,  derived  credit 
from  hence,  that  he  only  of  all  that  were  allied 
to  Sejanus,  remained  in  fafety,  and  even  in  high 
favour.  Tiberius,  indeed,  confidered  himfelf  un¬ 
der  the  preffure  of  public  hatred,  under  the  weight 
of  extreme  age ;  and  that  more  by  reputation  than 
force  his  authority  was  upheld. 

In  the  Confulfhip  of  Caius  Seftius  and  Marcus 
Servilitis,  there  came  to  Rome  feme  noble  Par- 
thians,  unknown  to  Artabanus  their  Kino-.  He 
nad  formerly,  through  dread  of  Germanicus, 
reigned  with  humanity  towards  his  own  people, 
and  kept  his  faith  with  the  Romans  ;  but,  after¬ 
wards  treated  us  with  arrogance,  and  his  fubjedfs 
with  cruelty.  His  confidence  grew  from  the  fuc- 
cefsful  wars  which  he  had  waged  againft  the  cir¬ 
cumjacent  nations,  from  his  contempt  of  Tibe¬ 
rius,  as  enfeebled  through  age  and  unwarlike,  and 
from  a  greedy  pafiion  to  poftefs  Armenia,  over 
which  Kingdom,  upon  the  death  of  Artaxias,  he 
eftablifhed  Arfaces  his  eldeft  fon.  This  ufurpa- 
tion  was  followed  by  an  infult,  having  fent  to  re¬ 
claim  c  the  treafure  left  by  Vonones  in  Syria  and 
4  Cilicia/  as  alfo  c  the  re-eftablifliment  of  the 
c  ancient  boundaries  between  the  Perfians  and 
6  Macedonians.’  He  even  threatened,  in  the  ful- 
nefs  of  vain -glory,  6  That  he  would  invade  ail 
4  the  countries  poftefied  by  Cyrus,  and  iince  by 
*  Alexander.’  Of  this  fecret  embafiy  from  the 
Parthians,  the  moft  powerful  promoter  was  Sin- 
naces,  of  a  noble  family,  and  corrcfpondent  wealth. 
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and,  next  to  lnm  in  authority,  Abdus  the  Eunuch^ 
a  character  no  wife  delpifed  amongft  the  Barba¬ 
rians,  but  even  entrufted  with  power.  Thefe 
two,  in  concert  with  other  Grandees,  whom  they 
had  engaged  in  the  combination,  fent  to  Rome  for 
Phrahates,  fon  of  King  Phrahates  5  becaufe,  of 
all  the  race  of  the  Arfacides,  many  being  mur¬ 
dered  by  Artabanus,  and  the  red  too  young,  none 
elfe  remained  to  whom  they  could  commit  the 
State.  The  deputies  represented,  <  That  there 
c  needed  no  more  than  a  name  and  a  leader,  no 
6  more  than  a  defeendent  of  Arfaces  efpoufed  by 
*  Caefar,  and  beheld  upon  the  banks  of  the  Eu« 

‘  ph rates.’ 

It  was  what  Tiberius  wifhed.  Pie  inverted 
Phrahates  in  the  pomp  of  Royalty,  and  difpatchcd 
him  with  military  date  to  recover  his  father’s  Mo¬ 
narchy  3  retaining  however  his  old  maxims,  f till 
to  tranfadl  foreign  affairs  by  artifice  and  counfels 
only,  and  warily  avoid  engaging  in  war.  Arta¬ 
banus  the  while  having  learnt  the  combination, 
was  perplexed  between  different  paflions  5  now  fear, 
alarmed  and  retarded  him,  then  third:  of  revenge 
fired  and  excited  him.  By  the  Barbarians  too, 
diffimulation  and  delay  are  reckoned  fervile  mea- 
fures  3  but  inftantly  to  fatiate  prefent.  paffion,  was 
the  fpirit  and  part  of  Royalty.  Intereft,  however, 
prevailed  :  thus  he  invited  Abdus  to  a  banquet, 
-and  fecured  him  by  a  lingering  poifon  ;  Sinnaces 
he  managed  by  prefents  and  diffimulation,  and 
engaged  him  in  the  entanglements  of  bufinefs.. 
Now  Phrahates  arriving  in  Syria,  and  there  dif- 
uiing  the  Roman  drefs  and  oeconomy,  to  which 
for  fo  many  years  he  had  been  inured,  to  refume 
the  cudoms  of  the  Parthians,  proved  unequal  to 
the  precipitate  change,  which  brought  malady 
upon  him  that  carried  him  off.  But  Tiberius  for- 
lack  not  the  enterprize  3  to  Artabanus  he  fubftituted 

O  6  .  Tlffdates* 
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Tir:dates,  a  frefh  competitor,  one  of  the  fame 

For  the  recovery  of  Armenia,  he  chofe 
Mithndates,  and  reconciled  him  to  his  brother 
.Pharafmanes,  who  inherited  the  fovereignty  of  Ibe¬ 
ria  5  and  over  the  Eaff,  for  executing  all  his  fchemes 
there,  he  placed  Lucius  V  itellius.  I  am  not  una- 
•Ware,  that  in  Rome  this  man  bore  an  evil  eteima- 
tion,  and  that  many  inteances  of  depravity  are  re¬ 
lated  of  him  ;  yet  in  governing  of  Provinces  he 
adled  with  primitive  uprightnefs  and  virtue.  It 
was  alter  his  return  Irom  thence,  that  his  dread  of 
Caligula,  and  then  his  intimacy  with  Claudius, 
transformed  him  into  luch  an  odious  Have,  that 
he  is  reckoned  to  pofterity  as  a  pattern  of  the  vile 
abatement  and  fhocking  deformities  of  flattery  :  his 
kin  chafa&er  has  iv/allowed  up  his  firte,  and  the 
excellencies  of  his  younger  years  are  obliterated  by 
an  old  age  black  with  flagitious  crimes. 

Of  the  petty  Kings,  Mithridates  was  the  hr  ft  in 
motion, and  incited  Pharafmanes  to  promote, 
both  by  arms,  and  fnarcs,  his  efforts  againfl  Ar- 
faces ;  fo  that  internments  of  fubornation  were 
found,  who,  witn  teore  of  gold,  urged  his  fervants 
to  murder  him.  At  the  fame  time,  the  Iberians 
broke  into  Armenia  with  numerous  forces,  and 
gained  the  chief  City  Artaxata.  Upon  the  firte 
tidings  of  thefe  difateers,  Artabanus  difpatched,  as 
the  champion  of  his  vengeance,  his  fon  Orodes, 
at  the  head  of  the  Parthian  army,  and  fent  abroad 
to  hire  auxiliaries.  Pharafmanes,  on  the  other 
hand,  joined  the  Albanian  forces  to  his  own, 
with  additional  aids  from  the  Sarmataeans,  whofe 
Princes  engaged  themfelves  on  both  Tides,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  manner  of  the  nation,  to  embark  for 
pay  in  oppofite  quarrels.  But  the  Iberians  were 
in  afters  of  the  paffes,  and  thence  poured  the  Sar- 
mataeans  over  the  Cafpian  Mountains  into  Arme¬ 
nia  ;  whereas  thofe  that  advanced  to  join  the  Par- 

thians* 
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thians,  were  with  eafe  debarred  entrance,  the  ene¬ 
my  having  fhut  up  every  approach,  except  one 
between  the  Fea  and  the  uttermoft  mountains  of 
Albania  ;  and  that  one  was  flopped  by  the  tide, 
which,  by  the  force  of  the  Etefan  winds,  is  dur¬ 
ing  the  fummer  driven  over  the  fords  ;  but  in  the 
winter  the  fouth  wind  rolls  back  the  flood,  and 
exhibits  a  naked  ftrand. 

While  Orodes  was  thus  bereft  of  his  Allies, 
Pharafmanes,  ftrengthened  with  fuccours,  pro¬ 
voked  him  to  battle,  and,  as  he  declined  it,  in- 
fulted  him,  rode  up  to  his  entrenchments,  haraffed 
his  forragers,  and  often  begirt,  as  it  were  with  a 
fiege,  the  quarters  of  his  camp.  This  enraged  the 
Parthians,  who,  fcorning  the  unwonted  reproach, 
furrounded  the  Prince  in  crowds,  and  demanded 
the  combat.  Their  only  forces  were  in  horfe ; 
but  Pharafmanes  was  like  wife  powerful  in  foot : 
for,  the  Iberians  and  Albanians,  as  they  inhabit 
the  rough  forefls,  are  thence  more  inured  to  hard- 
nefs  and  patience.  They  fay,  4  that  they  are 
4  fprung  from  ThefTaly,  by  the  means  of  jafon, 

4  who,  having  carried  away  Medea,  and  had 
4  children  by  her,  returned  again  to  Colchos,  up- 
4  on  the  death  of  iEeta,  and  filed  the  vacant 
4  throne/  And  many  are  the  traditions  which 
they  retain  concerning  him  and  the  Oracle  of 
Phryxus,  in  reverence  to  which  none  of  them  will 
facrifice  a  ram,  as  upon  this  animal  they  believe 
Phryxus  to  have  been  carried  thither  5  whether 
the  fame  were  a  ram,  or  only  the  fign  of  a  fliip. 
Now  both  armies  being  embattled,  Orodes  ani¬ 
mated  his  men  with  4  the  grandeur  of  the  Par- 
4  thian  Empire,  the  Empire  of  the  Eaft,  the  laft- 
4  ing  glory  of  the  Arfacides  ;  and,  on  the  other 
4  fide,  the  ignoble  name  of  the  Iberians  and  their 
4  hireling  foldiery/  Pharafmanes  reprefented  to 

his. 
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his,  that  4  they  had  ever  defended  themfelves  from 
‘  the  ufurpation  of  the  Parthians,  and  now  fought 
4  more  than  defence,  even  a  Kingdom ;  hence 
4  the  higher  their  aims,  the  more  renown  to  the 
4  victors  3  but  if  they  fled,  the  greater  reproach, 
4  and  the  fame  peril.5  He  bade  them  to  view  and 
Compare  their  own  horrid  and  threatening  arms 
with  the  bands  of  Medes  blazing  with  gold,  and 
behold  here  the  bravery  of  men,  there  that  of 
plunder,. 

With  the  Sarmataans,  however*  the  fpeech  of 
their  General  is  not  the  only  exhortation  ;  it  is 
their  way  to  animate  one  another.  It  was  now 
their  united  cry,  4  That  they  mud  not  begin  their 
4  fight  by  a  difcharge  of  arrows,  but  break  in  at 
4  once  upon  the  foe,  and  furprize  them  by  a  dole 
4  engagement/  They  did  fb  ;  and  hence  began 
a  fcene  cf  battle  drangely  diverfified  :  the  Par¬ 
thians,  accudomed  with  equal  dexterity  to  purfue 
or  fly,  fcattered  their  troops,  thence  feeking  fcope 
for  their  arrows :  the  Sarmatasans  intirely  re¬ 
nounced  the  bow,  a  weapon  which  they  weild 
•with  lefs  vigour  and  perfeverance,  arid  ruilied  in 
with  their  fwords  and  pikes.  Sometimes,  as  in  an 
encounter  cf  horfe,  were  beheld  the  viciflitudes  of 
charging  and  flying ;  again,  as  in  condenfed  bat¬ 
tles  of  foot,  with  the  fhocks  of  their  bodies  bread 
to  bread,  and  with  the  efforts  of  their  arms,  they 
overthrew  and  were  overthrown.  Now  the  Alba¬ 
nians  and  Iberians  grappled  the  enemy,  dragged 
them  from  their  horfes,  and  confounded  the  attacks 
of  the  Parthians ;  who,  befides  the  affaults  from 
the  horfe,  were  dill  more  clofely  galled  by  the  foot. 
Whild,  during  this  conflidf,  the  two  Generals 
fcoured  from  place  to  place,  to  countenance  the 
brave,  or  to  fupport  the  wavering,  themfelves  con- 
Ijpicuous  to  all,  and  therefore  known  to  each  other, 

'  - .  they 


Book  VI.  OFTACITUS,  303 

they  encountered  fiercely,  horfe  to  horfe,  with 
terrible  cries  and  lances  darted,  but  I  hm.ifni3.nes 
with  mod:  violence,  for  he  wounded  Orodcs  thro’ 
the  helmet,  but,  hurried  awsy  by  the  velocity  of 
his  horfe,  could  not  repeat  his  blow,  and  the 
wounded  Prince  was  refcued  by  the  mod:  refolute 
of  his  guards.  Fame,  however,  fallly  reported 
him  for  (lain,  and  terrifying  the  Parthians,  they 
yielded  the  .victory. 

Again  Artabanus  prepared  for  revenge,  and,  to 
make  it  fure,  marched  with  the  whole  flrength  of 
Parthia ;  but  was  again  beaten  by  the  Iberians,, 
through  their  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  country*. 
Nor  even  thus  would  lie  have  retreated,  but  that 
Vitellius,  by  drawing  together  his  Legions,  and 
thence  exciting  a  rumour,  as  if  he  were  juft  upon 
invading  Mefopotamia,  alarmed  him  with  the  terror 
of  war  from  the  Romans.  Armenia  was  therefore 
abandoned,  and  the  affairs  of  Artabanus  finally 
ruined  ;  for  Vitellius  the  while,  prompted  the  Par¬ 
thians  c  to  renounce  a  King  cruel  to  his  fubjedts 
c  in  peace,  and  deftrudtive  to  their  {fate  by  his  fa- 
4  tal  wars/  Sinnaces  therefore,  whom  I  have 
mentioned  as  already  incenfed,  confults  his  father 
Abdagefes  and  others,  v/ho  had  hitherto  difguifed 
their  difarFedtion,  and  finding  them  now  emboldened 
by  fo  many  continued  overthrows,  draws  them  to 
an  open  revolt.  To  them  flowed  in,  by  little  and 
little,  ail  thofe  who  had  been  rather  retained  in 
obedience  through  fear,  than  fecured  by  affection  j 
and,  having  thus  found  leaders,  affumed  courage 
to  follow  them.  So  that  to  Artabanus  none  now 
adhered,  except  fome  few  foreigners,  the  guards  of 
his  perfon,  out-laws  and. fugitives  from  their  feve- 
ral  homes,  deffitute  of  all  fentiments  of  honour, 
and  of  every  worthy  affedtion,  equally  untouched 
with  public  or  private  difgrace,  hirelings  by  pro- 
feffion,'  and  the  retained  infcruments  of  villainy  and 

blood. 


304  THE  ANNALS  Book  VI. 

blood.  Taking  thefe  for  his  attendants,  he  hafti- 
Jy  fled  to  regions  far  remote,  and  bordering  upon 

bCyu  u’  ,  rr°m  thcnce  hoPing  for  Succours ;  for 
With  the  Hyrcanians  and  Carmanians  he  was  joined 

in  alliance.  He  expected  too  that  the  Parthians, 
a  people  always  favourable  to  their  Princes  after 
expulfion,  ever  fickle  and  uneafy  under  thofe  in 
poiiemon,  might  lapfe  into  remorie. 

Artabanus  being  fled,  and  the  minds  of  the  Par¬ 
thians  inclined  to  a  new  King,  Vitellius  exhorted 
1  lndates  6  to  lay  hold  on  a  Kingdom  prepared  to 
4  receive  him;5  and,  with  the  bulk  of  the  Leoions 
and  auxiliaries,  marched  to  the  banks  of  Euphrates 
lift  they  facrificed  to  the  river,  the  one  after 
the  rites  of  the  Romans,  a  fwine,  a  ram,  and  a 
buil ;  the  other  a  horfe  ;  the  inhabitants  informed 
them,  4  That  the  Euphrates,  without  any  aceef- 

*  f10r}  °f  rain5  fwelled  miraculoudy,  and  that  the 

*  white  upon  the  furface  wound  itfelf  into 
circles  in  the  fafhion  of  a  diadem,  as  a  propitious 

*  type  of  fuccefs  after  palling.  ’  Some  explained  it 

with  more  fubtlety,  4  That  the  firft  attempts  would 

4  be  attended  with  immediate  profperity,  but  fuch 
4  as  was  fleeting  and  tranfient  ;  for  that  only  upon 
4  events  portended  by  figns  from  the  earth  and  the 
4  heavens,  was  there  any  fure  reliance :  rivers 
4  were,  in  their  nattife,  fleeting  and  unflable  ;  and 
4  what  omens  they  fuddenly  fhewed,  they,  with 
4  the  zame  rapidity,  {hatched  away.’  Over  a  bridge 
of  boats  the  army  eroded ;  and  the  firft  who  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  camp  was  Ornofpades  with  many 
tnoufand  horfe.  He  was  formerly  an  exile,  and 
had  then,  with  no  contemptible  forces,  aided  Ti¬ 
berius  to  finifh  the  war  in  Dalmatia  ;  a  merit 
which  procured  him  the  right  of  a  Roman  Citizen  : 
being  afterwards  recalled,  he  recovered  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  King,  and  continued  high  in  his  favour  ; 
fo  that  he  was  placed  over  all  thofe  territories  which 

beinff 
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being  waftted  on  every  fide  with  the  celebrated 
rivers  of  Euphrates  and  Tigris,  are  thence  named 
Mefopotamia.  Soon  after  came  Sinnaces  with 
more  forces,  as  alfo  Abdagefes,  the  pillar  of  the 
party,  with  the  King’s  treafure,  and  all  the  deco¬ 
rations  of  Royalty.  Vitellius  thought  it  enough  to 
have  countenanced  them  with  a  dif play  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  arms,  and  now  admomfhed  d  iridates  and 
the  chiefs,  him  *  to  remember,  that  he  had  for 
«  his  grand-father  Phrahates,  and  was  himfelf 
4  reared  by  Caefar ;  fignal  honours,  and  equal  in- 

*  citements  to  glory  upon  them  he  preiied  4  obe- 
6  dience  to  their  King,  and  reverence  towards  us  ; 

*  that  they  would  all  confult  their  own  reputations, 
4  and  preferve  their  plighted  faith.’  Thence  he 
repafTed  with  his  Legions  into  Syria. 

Thefe  tranfadlions,  though  the  work  of  two 
campaigns,  I  have  laid  together,  to  relieve  my 
foul  from  the  fad  recital  of  domeftic  evils.  For, 
Tiberius,  though  now  three  years  fince  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  Sejanus,  was  fo  far  from  being  affwaged  by 
time,  fupplications,  and  fatiety  of  blood,  means 
which  are  wont  to  (often  all  other  men,  that  with 
rage  and  puniihment  he  Rill  purfued  even  dale  and 
dubious  imputations,  as  the  moil  heinous .  and  re¬ 
cent  crimes.  Under  this  dread  Fulcinius  Trio, 
unable  to  bear  the  prevailing  perfecution  of  his 
accufers,  compofed  his  lad  will,  and  in  it  com¬ 
piled  a  long  charge  of  iniquities  and  dreadful  in- 
ve&ives  again#  Macro  and  the  Emperor’s  princi¬ 
pal  freedmen  :  the  Emperor  himfelf  he  upbraided 
with  4  a  fpirit  funk  through  age,  and  his  conti- 
6  nued  abfence,  as  a  (late  of  exile.’  Thefe  in¬ 
vectives,  which  the  heirs  of  Trio  had  fmothered, 
were,  by  Tiberius,  ordered  to  be  recited  ;  whe¬ 
ther  in  oftentation  that  he  could  bear  fuch  liber¬ 
ties,  and  defpifed  a  public  rehearfal  of  his  own  in¬ 
famy  5 
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^rmy  >  °r  whether  from  having  been  long  ignorant? 
of  the  black  enormities  of  Sejanus,  he  came  after- 
wards  to  prefer  the  divulging  of  whatever  was  fakL 
however  laid,  concerning  himfelf  and  his  admiiti- 
irration  ;  and  hnce  truth  is  ever  difguifed  by  Hatte- 
ry,  he  meant  at  leal!  to  learn  it  from  the  mouth  of 
reproach.  During  the  fame  Confuls,  Granius 
Marti  anus  the  Senator,  charged  with  treafon  by 
Cains  Gracchus,  laid  violent  hands  upon  himfelf ; 
and  I  a tius  Gratianus,  who  had  been  Praetor,  un¬ 
der  the  iame  charge,  was  fentenced  to  capital  ba- 
nifhment. 

fThe  like  ends  had  Trebellienus  Rufus  and  Sex- 
tius  Paconianus.  For,  Trebellienus  fell  by  his 
own  hand  5  anti  Paconianus  for  V  cries  made  in  pn- 
fon  againfl  the  Emperor  was  there  flrangled.  With 
tLcie  executions  I  ibentis  was  acquainted,  not  now 
feparated  from  Xtctly  by  the  lea,  nor  by  meflengers 
difpatched  from  alar,  but  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Rome  ;  fo  near  to  it  that  he  received  and  an- 
fwered  the  Letters  from  the  Confuls  the  fame  day*, 
or  only  after  the  interval  of  a  night ;  as  if  he  were 
from  thence  beholding  the  houfes  floating  in  blood, 
or  the  buly  hands  ct  the  executioners  opening  its 
fources.  In  the  end  of  the  year  expired  Poppaeus 
Sabinus,  of  ordinary  defcent,  but  by  the  friendfhip 
of  the  Emperors  he  had  acquired  the  Confulfhip 
and  triumphal  honours.  He  was  alfo  entrufled  for 
four  and  twenty  years  with  the  Government  of 
great  provinces,  for  no  fignal  ability  of  his,  but 
that  he  had  talents  equal  to  bulinefs,  and  not 
above  it. 

The  following  Confuls  were  Quintus  Plautius 
and  Sextus  Papinius.  It  was  marked  as  no  mat¬ 
ter  of  horror  or  furprize,  that  Lucius  Arufeius  and 
*  *  *  underwent  this  year  the  pains  of  death ;  fo 
familiar  were  civil  miferies  grown.  But  terrifying 

proved 
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proved  the  tragedy  of  Vibulenus  Agrippa,  ^  Ro¬ 
man  Knight,  who,  after  his  accufers  had  finiflred 
their  pleadings,  pulling  out  poilon,  wnich  under 
his  gown  he  had  concealed,  {wallowed  it  in  open 
Senate,  and  as  he  fell  expiring,  was  by  the  Li&ors 
haftily  dragged  to  the  dungeon,  where,  though  al¬ 
ready  dead,  his  neck  was  {aliened  and  itiained  in 
a  rope.  Not  even  Tigranes,  who  had  fome  time 
reigned  in  Armenia,  but  was  now  accuied,  could 
by  the  name  of  a  King,  efcape  fullering,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  citizens,  the  punifhment  of  death.  Rut 
Caius  Galba  a  Confular,  and  the  two  Blaefi,  fell 
by  their  own  hands,  Galba,  upon  receiving  a  dil- 
nial  Letter  from  Caefar,  which  forbid  him  to  med¬ 
dle  with  drawing  his  lot  for  a  Province  ;  the  Blaefi, 
becaufe  the  Priefthoods  which  in  the  prosperity  .of 
their  family  he  had  aiTigned  them,  and  again  in 
its  calamity  withheld,  he  now  bellowed,  as  va¬ 
cant  dignities,  upon  .others.  This  they  under- 
Hood  as  a  fignal  of  death,  and  obeyed  it.  PLmilia 
Lepida  too,  who,  as  I  have  related,  was  married 
to  the  young  Drufus,  Hie  who  had  purfued  her 
hufband’s  life,  by  urging  again!!  him  inceflant 
crimes,  and  during  the  days  of  her  father  Lepidus* 
remained  unpunilhed,  though  detellable,  was  al¬ 
ter  his  death  attacked  by  the  accufers,  for  adultery 
with  a  flave  :  nor  of  this  her  infamous  defilement 
was  any  doubt  made  ;  renouncing  therefore  all  de¬ 
fence,  file  put  an  end  to  her  own  life. 

About  the  fame  time  the  Cliteans,  a  people  fub- 
jedl  to  Archelaus  the  Cappadocian,  aggrieved  to 
be  after  the  Roman  manner  brought  under  a  rate, 
and  compelled  to  pay  tribute,  betook  themfelves  to 
the  ridges  of  Mount  T aurus,  and  by  the  nature  of 
the  fituation  defended  themfeves  againl!  the  un¬ 
warlike  forces  of  the  King;  till  Vitellius,  Prefident 
of  Syria,  difpatched  to  their  relief  his  Lieutenant 
Marcus  Trebellius,  wi&  four  thoufand  Legionary 

foldiors 
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beltruTth  f°^e  Cu°fen  auxiliaries-  Trebellius 
begirt  with  entrenchments  the  two  hills  unon 

which  the  Barbarians  were  encamped,  the  leffer 
named  the  other  Davara,  and  forced  them 

all  to  furrender:  feme  who  attempted  to  fally,  he 
fubduedbythe  fword  ;  the  reft  he  overcame  by 
'  inft  I  inoates,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Barthians,  took  poffeftion  of  Nicephorium,  An- 
themufias,  and  other  cities  founded  by  the  Mace¬ 
donians,  and  thence  called  by  Greek  names, 'as 
ike  wife  of  Hal  us  and  Artemita,  Parthian  cities  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  each  contending  in  ioy  for  the 
change,  as  they  ail  detefted  Artabanus,  bred, 
amongft  the  barbarous  Scythians,  and  himfelf  bar- 
baroufly  cruel,  but  from  Tiridates  hoped  a  humane 
ipirit,  civilized  oy  a  Roman  education ; 

Particularly  excedive  was  the  flattery  pradtifed 
on  this  oc  call  on  by  the  citizens  of  Seleucia  ;  a 
powerful  city  furrounded  with  walls,  and  not  cor¬ 
rupted  into  the  barbarous  ufatres*  of  the  Parthians, 
but  dill  retaining  the  inftitutions  of  Seleucus,  its 
Greek  founder.  Three  hundred- citizens,  chofen 
for  wealth  01  wifdom,  compofbj  as  it  were,  a  Se¬ 
nate  ;  to  the  populace  too- remains  their  fhare  of 
power ;  and  wnen  all  a 61  with  unanimity,  they 
defpife  the  Parthians but  when  difcord  reigns, 
while  each  fide  calls  in  foreign  aid  agaiiift  their 
competitors,  he  who  is  invited  prevails  againft  the 
whole  .  A  eonfequence  which  had  befallen  them 
in  the  reign  of  Artabanus,  who  delivered  the  com¬ 
monalty  to  the  dominion  of  the  Nobles,  in  pure 
fubfervience  to  the  maxims  and  intereft  of  his  own 
power.  For  the  fovereignty  of  the  People  is  an 
edablifhment  of  .Liberty  ;  but  the  domination  of  a 
few  comes  nearer  to  the  unchecked  luff  of  iimple 
Monarchy.  Upon  the  coming  of  Tiridates,  they 
heaped  on  him  all  the  honours  paid  to  the  ancient 
Kings,  with  all  fuch  as  the  prefent  age  has  im¬ 
proved  . 
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proved  or  invented,  and  to  the  praifes  of  the  new 
Prince  added  contumelies  againft  Artabanus,  4  that 
*  only  by  his  father  he  was  akin  to  the  Arfacides, 

<  and  in  every  other  inftance  an  apoft ate  from  their 

<  race.’  Tiridates  committed  to  the  People  the 
government  of  Seleucia.  As  he  was  next  confut¬ 
ing  about  fettling  a  day  for  folemnizing  his  inaugu¬ 
ration,  he  received  letters  from  Phrahates  and 
Hiero,  wh o  prefided  over  potent  Provinces,  en¬ 
treating  a  fhort  refpit ;  fo  that  he  agreed  to  wait 
the  arrival  of  men  fo  fignally  powerful,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  the  while  to  Ctefiphon,  the  feat  of  the  Em¬ 
pire.  But  as  from  day  to  day  they  delayed  com¬ 
ing,  the  Surena  in  a  great  prefence,  and  with  their 
.applaufes,  put  the  Royal  Diadem,  according  to  the 
ceremony  of  the  country,  upon  his  head. 

And  had  he  ftrait  advanced  into  the  center  of  the 
Kingdom  and  the  further  Provinces,  he  had  over¬ 
awed  the  fufpence  of  fuch  as  halted,  and  found 
fubmiftion  from  all  Parthia.  But,  by  befieging  a 
fortrefs,  whither  Artabanus  had  conveyed  his  mo¬ 
ney  and  miftreffes,  he  furnifhed  the  fickle  Par¬ 
tisans  with  leifure  to  violate  their  late  afTociation. 
For,  Phrahates  and  Hiero,  with  fuch  others  as  had 
not  joined  with  the  reft  in  celebrating  his  corona¬ 
tion,  returned  to  their  old  allegiance,  part  through 
fear,  fome  from  envy  to  Abdagefes,  who  then  go¬ 
verned  the  new  King  and  his  whole  court.  They 
found  Artabanus  in  Hyrcania,  covered  with  nafti- 
nefs  and  nailery,  and  with  his  bow  labouring  for 

.  m  o 

food.  At  ftrft  he  was  terrified,  and  apprehended 
treachery.  When  they  allured  him  of  their  faith, 
and  that  to  reftore  him  to  fovereignty  they  were 
come,  he  afked,  c  whence  the  fudden  change  ?’ 
Hiero,  in  anfwer,  reproached  <  Tiridates  as  a  boy, 
<  and  that  the  Empire  was  no  longer  adminiftered 
c  by  one  of  the  brave  Arfacides  ;  but  a  lad  foftened 
4  by  foreign  effeminacy,  poffeffed  the  empty  title, 

c  whilft 
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whilft  in  the  family  of  Abdagefes  the  whole 
4  power  remained/ 

^He  difcerned,  politic  as  he  was*  and  old  in 
reigning,  that,  however  falfe  in  their  afFe&ions, 
their  hate  was  unfeigned.  Neither  tarried  he 
longer  than  to  get  together  (ome  Scythian  fuccours, 
and  then  marched  with  difpatch,  to  fruftrate  the 
meafures  of  his  enemies,  and  to  obviate  the  defec¬ 
tion  of  his  friends.  Nor  changed  he  yet  his  noi- 
fome  drefs,  as  by  it  he  meant  to  draw  the  com- 
miferation  of  the  Populace.  In  his  march  he  left 
untried  no  expedient,  no  prayers  nor  wiles,  to 
engage  in  his  intereft  fuch  as  wavered,  to  confirm 
fuch  as  adhered,  and  he  was  already  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Seleucia,  before  Tiridates,  difmayed 
at  once  with  the  tidings  of  Artabanus,  and  with 
Artabanus  in  perfon,  could  determine,  whether 
to  make  head  againfi:  him,  or  protrad  the  war. 
His  counfels  were  diftradfed.  They  v/ho  preferred 
a  battle  and  fpeedy  ifFue,  argued,  6  that  the  ene- 
4  my’s  forces  were  ftill  in  difarray  and  fpent  with 
€  long  journeys  :  nor  in  truth  were  they  in  their 
4  hearts  fincerely  reconciled  to  obedience  ;  they, 

4  who  were  lately  the  betrayers  and  open  enemies 
‘  of  that  fame  Prince  whom  thus,  after  expulfion, 

4  they  efpoufed.’  But  Abdagefes  advifed  6  a  re- 
4  treat  into  Mefopotamia,  that  there,  defended  by 
4  the  interpofition  of  the  river,  they  might  have 
4  time  to  arm  the  Armenians  and  Elymteans, 

4  with  other  adjacent  nations  ;  and,  being  thus 
4  ftrengthened  by  confederate  troops,  and  fuch  as 
4  the  Roman  general  finould  fend,  might  try  with 
4  thefe  advantages  the  fortune  of  war.’  This  ad¬ 
vice  prevailed,  as  Abdagefes  held  the  higheft  au¬ 
thority,  and  Tiridates  was  fearful  of  dangers.  But 
their  departure  had  all  the  appearance  and  confe- 
quences  of  a  rout :  for  the  Arabs  beginning  the 
defertion,  the  reft  followed,  and  retired  to  their 

feveral 
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ieveral  homes,  or  to  the  camp  of  Artabanus ;  fo 
that  Tiridates  with  a  few  eroded  over  to  Syria, 
where  he  difcharged  them  all,  as  well  from  his  fer- 
vice,  as  from  the  infamy  of  being  betrayed  by 
them. 

The  fame  year  the  City  fuffered  the  grievous 
calamity  of  fire,  which  burnt  down  that  part  of 
the  Circus  contiguous  to  Mount  Aventine,  and 
the  Mount  itfelf ;  a  lofs  which  turned  to  the  glory 
of  the  Prince,  as  he  paid  in  money  the  value  of 
the  houfes  destroyed.  A  hundred  thoufand  great 
fefterces  he  expended  in  this  bounty,  which  proved 
the  more  grateful  to  the  people,  as  he  was  ever 
fparing  in  private  buildings.  In  truth,  his  public 
works  never  exceeded  two,  the  Temple  of  Auguftus 
and  the  Scene  of  Pompey’s  Theatre  ;  nor,  when 
he  had  finifhed  both,  did  he  dedicate  either,  whe¬ 
ther  obftructed  by  old  age,  or  defpiiing  popularity* 
For  afcertaining  the  damage  of  particulars,  the  four 
fons-in-law  of  Tiberius  were  appointed,  Cneius 
Domitius,  Cafiius  Longinus,  Marcus  Vinicius, 
and  Rubellius  Blandus,  abided  by  Publius  Petro- 
nius,  nominated  by  the  Confuls.  To  the  Empe¬ 
ror  likewife  were  decreed  feveral  honours,  varioufly 
devifed,  according  to  the  different  drift  and  genius 
of  fuch  as  propofed  them.  Which  of  thefe  he 
meant  to  accept,  or  which  to  reject,  the  approach¬ 
ing  iiTue  of  his  days  has  buried  in  uncertainty.  For 
not  long  after,  Cneius  Acerronius  and  Caius  Pon¬ 
tius  commenced  Confuls,  the  lad  Confuls  upder 
Tiberius.  The  power  of  Macro  was  already  ex- 
celfive,  who,  as  jie  had  at  no  time  negledfed  the 
favour  of  Caligula,  courted  it  now  more  and  more 
earnedly  every  day.  After  the  death  of  Claudia, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  to  have  been  efpoufed  to 
the  young  Prince,  he  conflrained  Ennia  his  own 
wife  to  dimulate  the  afte£tions  of  Caligula,  and 
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to  fecure  him  by  a  promife  of  marriage.  The  truth 
is,  Caligula  was  one  that  denied  nothing  that 
opened  his  way  to  fovereignty ;  for  although  of  a 
tempeftuous  genius,  he  had  yet  in  the  fchool  of  his 
grand-father,  well  acquned  all  the  hollow  guiles 
of  diftimulation. 

His  /pirit  was  known  to  the  Emperor;  hence 
the  Emperor  was  puzzled  about  bequeathing  the 
Empire  :  and  firft  as  to  his  grand-fons  ;  the  Ion  of 
Drul us  was  nearer  in  blood,  and  dearer  in  point  of 
affection,  but  as  yet  a  child  ;  the  ton  of  Germa- 
nicus  had  arrived  at  the  vigour  of  youth,  and  the 
zeal  Oi  the  people  followed  him  ;  a  motive  to  his 
grand-father,  only  to  hate  him.  He  had  even  de¬ 
bates  with  himfelf  concerning  Claudius,  becaufe  of 
i olid  age,  and  naturally  inclined  to  honed:  purfuits ; 
but  the  defedt  of  his  faculties  withffood  the  choice. 
In  cafe  he  fought  a  fucceffor  apart  from  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  he  dreaded  left  the  memory  of  Auguftus, 
left  the  name  of  the  Caefars  fhould  come  to  be 
fcorned  and  infulted.  For,  it  was  not  fo  much 
any  fludy  of  his,  to  gratify  the  prefent  generation, 
and  fecure  the  Roman  State,  as  to  perpetuate  to 
pofterity  the  grandeur  of  his  race.  So  that  his 
mind  ftill  wavering,  and  his  ftrength  decaying,  to 
the  decifion  of  fortune  he  permitted  a  counfel  to 
which  he  was  now  unequal.  Yet  he  dropped  cer¬ 
tain  words  whence  might  be  gathered,  that  he 
forefaw  the  events  and  revolutions  which  were  to 
come  to  pafs  after  him ;  for,  he  upbraided  Macro, 
by  no  dark  riddle,  c  that  he  forfook  the  fetting 
4  fun,  and  courted  the  rifing and  of  Caligula, 
who  upon  fome  occafional  difeourfe  ridiculed  Sylla, 
he  foretold,  ‘  that  he  would  have  all  Sylla’s  vices, 
c  and  not  one  of  his  virtues.’  Moreover,  as  he 
was,  with  many  tears,  embracing  the  younger  of 
his  grandfons,  and  perceived  the  countenance  of 

Caligula 
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Caligula  implacable  and  provoked  ;  ‘  Thou,  hud 
he,  wilt  flay  him,  and  another  Ihall  flay  thee. 
But,  however  his  illnefs  prevailed,  he  relinquilhed 
nothing  of  his  vile  voluptuoufnefs,  forcing  patience, 
and  feigning  health.  He  was  wont  too  to  ridicule 
the  prescriptions  of  Phylicians,  and  all  men  who, 
after  the  age  of  thirty,  needed  to  be  informed  by 
any  one  elfe,  what  helped  or  hurted  their  confti- 

tutions. 

At  Rome,  the  while,  were  Town  the  languinary 
feeds  of  executions,  to  be  perpetrated  even  after 
Tiberius.  Laelius  Balbus  had  charged  Acutia, 
(the  wife  formerly  of  Publius  Vitellius)  with  high 
treafon  }  and,  as  the  Senate  were,  after  her  con¬ 
demnation,  decreeing  a  reward  to  the  accuier,  the 
fame  was  obftrudled  by  the  interpofition  of  Junius 
Otho,  Tribune  of  the  people  :  Hence  their  mutual 
hate,  which  ended  in  the  exile  of  Otho.  There¬ 
after  Albucilla,  who  had  been  married  to  Satrius 
Secundus,  him  that  revealed  the  confpiracy  of  Se- 
janus,  and  herfelf  famous  for  many  amours,  was 
impeached  of  impious  rites  devifed  againft  the 
Prince.  In  the  charge  were  involved,  as  her  af- 
fociates  and  adulterers,.  Cneius  Domitius,  Vibius 
Marfus,  and  Lucius  Arruntius.  ri  he  noble  defeent 
of  Domitius  I  have  above  declared  :  Marfus  toa 
was  diftinguifhed  by  the  ancient  dignities  in^  his 
houfe,  and  himfelf  illuftrious  for  learning.  The 
Minutes,  however,  tranfmitted  to  the  Senate,  im¬ 
ported,  4  that  in  the  examination  of  the  witneftes, 
4  and  torture  of  the  Haves,  Macro  had  prefided  \ 
neither  came  thefe  Minutes  accompanied  with  any 
letter  from  the  Emperor  againft  the  accuied,  Hence 
it  was  fufpedled,  that,  while  he  was  ill,  and  per¬ 
haps  without  his  privity,  the  accufations  were  in 
great  meafure  forged  by  Macro,  in  confequence  of 
his  notorious  enmity  to  Arruntius, 

Yql,  L  P  Domitius 
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Domitius  therefore,  by  preparing  for  his  defence 
and  Marius,  by  feeming  determined  to  famfi 
both  protracted  their  lives.  Arruntius  chofe  to  die  • 
and  to  the  importunity  of  his  friends,  urging  him 
to  try  delays  and  evaftons,  he  anfwered,  4  that  the 
€  fame  meafures  were  not  alike  honourable  to  all 

nmn ,  his  own  lire  was  abundantly  Ions-  j  nor 
4  had  he  wherewithal  to  reproach  himfelf,  fave 
(  that  he  nad  fubmitted  to  bear  thus  far  an  old  age 
4  leaded  with  anxieties,  expofed  to  daily  dangers, 
4  and  the  cruel  fport  of  power  ;  long  hated  as  he 
*  was  by  Sejanus,  now  by  Macro,  always  by  feme 
1  reigning  Miniiter  ;  hated  through  no  fault  of 
4  his  own,  but  as  one  irreconcileable  to  bafenefs 
4  and  the  iniquities  of  power.  He  might,  in  truth, 
4  out-live  and  avoid  the  few  and  lad:  days  of  Ti- 
4  berius  ;  but  how  efcape  the  youth  of  his  heir  ? 
4  If  upon  Tiberius  at  fuch  an  age,  and  after  fuch 
4  confummate  experience,  the  violent  fpirit  of  un~ 
4  bridled  dominion  had  wrought  with  fuch  efnea- 
4  cy,  as  intirely  to  tranfport  and  change  him ; 

4  was  it  likely  that  Caligula,  he  who  had  fcarce 
4  outgrown  his  childhood,  a  youth  ignorant  of  all 
4  things,  or  nurft  and  principled  in  the  world, 

4  would  follow  a  courfe  more  righteous  under  the 
4  guidance  of  Macro  ;  the  fame  Macro,  who,  for 
<  deilroying  Sejanus,  was  employed  as  the  more 
4  wicked  of  the  two,  and  had  lince  by  more  mif- 
4  chiefs  and  cruelties  tom  and  alflidled  the  Com- 
4  monweal?  For  himfelf;  he  forefaw  a  fervitude 
4  yet  more  vehement,  and  therefore  withdrew  at 
4  once  from  the  agonies  of  pair  and  of  impending 
4  tyranny.’  Uttering  thefe  words,  with  the  fpirit 
of  a  prophet,  he  opened  his  veins.  How  wifely 
Arruntius  anticipated  death,  the  following  times 
will  terribly  demdnftrate.  For  Albucilla ;  file 
aimed  at  her  own  life,  but  the  blow  being  impo¬ 
tent. 
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tent,  fhe  was  by  order  of  Senate  dragged  to  execu¬ 
tion  in  the  prifon.  Againft  the  minifters  of  her 
lulls  it  was  decreed,  c  that  Grafidius  Sacerdos* 
c  formerly  Praetor,  fliould  be  exiled  into  an  ifland, 
c  Pontius  Fregellanus  be  degraded  from  the  Se- 
4  nate  ;  and  that  upon  Lselius  Balbus  the  fame  pe- 
4  nalty  fliould  be  indidled  :  his  punifhment  parti- 
*  cularly  proved  matter  of  joy,  as  he  was  accounted 
c  a  man  of  peftilent  eloquence,  and  prompt  to  at- 
i  tack  the  innocent.’ 

About  the  fame  time,  Sextus  Papinius,  of  a 
Confular  family,  chofe  on  a  hidden  a  frightful  end, 
by  a  defperate  and  precipitate  fall.  The  caufewas* 
aferibed  to  his  mother,  who,  after  many  repulfes, 
had,  by  various  allurements  and  the  ftimulations 
of  fenfuality,  urged  him  to  practices  and  embarafT- 
ments  from  whence  only  by  dying  he  could  devife 
an  iffue.  She  was  therefore  accufed  in  the  Senate 
and,  though  in  a  proftrate  poilure  fhe  embraced 
the  knees  of  the  Fathers,  and  pleaded  c  the  ten- 
4  dernefs  and  grief  of  a  mother,  with  the  imbed!- 
c  llty  of  a  woman’s  fpirit  under  fuch  an  affecting 
c  calamity;’  with  other  motives  of  pity  in  the 
fame  doleful  {train,  fhe  was  banifhed  Rome  for 
ten  years,  till  her  younger  fen  were  pail  the  age 
of  lubricity. 

As  to  Tiberius ;  already  his  body,  already  his- 
Spirits  failed  him  ;  but  his  diflimulation  failed  him 
not.  Pie  exerted  the  fame  vigour  of  mind,  the 
fame  energy  in  his  looks  and  difeourfe,  and  even 
fometimes  ffudied  to  be  gay,  by  it  to  hide  his  de~ 
cleniion,  however  notorious,.  So  that,  after  much 
fhifting  of  places,  he  fettled  at  the  Promontory  of 
Mifenum,  in  a  villa  of  which  Tu  cull  us  was  once 
lord.  I  here  it  was  difeovered  that  his  end  was  at 
hand,  by  this  device,..  In  his  train  was  a  Phyficiari* 
his  name  Charicles,  fignal  in  his  profeffion,  one, 
in  truths  not  employed  to  diredt  the  Prince’s  health, 

P  2  but 
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but  wont  however  to  afford  his  counfel  and  (kill. 
Charicles,  as  if  he  were  departing  to  attend  his 
own  affairs,  under  the  appearance  of  paying  duty 
and  kiffing  his  hands,  touched  his  pulfe.  But  the 
artifice  beguiled  not  Tiberius,  for  he  inftantly  or¬ 
dered  the  entertainment  to  be  ferved  up,  whether 
incenfed,  and  thence  the  more  fmothering  his 
wrath,  is  uncertain.  But,  at  table  he  continued 
beyond  his  wont,  as  if  he  meant  that  honour  only 
for  a  farewell  to  his  friend.  But  for  all  this,  Cha¬ 
rades  fatisfied  Macro,  4  that  the  flame  of  life  was 
4  expiring,  and  could  not  outlaft  two  days.’  Hence 
the  whole  court  was  filled  with  clofe  confutations* 
and  expreffes  were  difpatched  to  the  Generals  and 
Armies.  On  the  fixteenth  of  March,  fo  deep  a 
fwoon  feized  him,  that  he  was  believed  to  have 
paid  the  laff  debt  of  mortality  ;  infomuch  that  Ca¬ 
ligula,  in  the  midft  of  a  great  throng,  paying  their 
congratulations,  was  already  appearing  abroad,  to 
affume  the  firff  offices  of  Sovereignty,  when  fudden 
notice  came,  4  that  Tiberius  had  recovered  his 

*  fight  and  voice,  and,  to  ffrengthen  his  fainting 

*  fpirits,  had  called  for  fome  refrefhment.’  Hence 
dread  feized  all,  and  the  whole  concourfe  about 
Caligula  difperfed,  every  man  alfuming  falfe  bor¬ 
row,  or  feigning  ignorance.  He  himfelf  was  ffruck 
fpeechlefs,  and  thus  fallen  from  the  higheft  hopes, 
waited  for  prefent  death.  Macro  continued  undif- 
maved,  and,  ordering  the  apartment  to  be  cleared, 
caufed  the  feeble  old  man  to  be  fmothered  with  a 
weight  of  coverings.  Thus  expired  Tiberius  in 
the  feventy-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  the  fon  of  Nero,  and  on  both  fides  a 
branch  of  the  Claudian  houle,  though  his  mother 
had  been  ingrafted  by  adoptions  into  the  Livian, 
and  next  into  the  Julian  flock.  From  his  firft  in¬ 
fancy,  his  life  was  checquered  by  various  turns  and 

perils.  For,  then  he  followed,  like  an  exile,  his 
1  proferibed 
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profcribed  father ;  and  when  taken  in  quality  of  a 
ftep-fon  into  the  family  of  Auguftus,  he  long 
ftruggled  there  with  many  potent  rivals,  during 
the  lives  of  Marcellus  and  Agrippa,  next  of  the 
young  Caefars,  Caius  and  Lucius.  His  brother 
Drufus  too  eclipfed  him,  and  poflefted  more  emi¬ 
nently  the  hearts  of  the  Roman  people.  Rut 
above  all,  his  marriage  with  Julia  mold  egre- 
gioufly  threatened  and  diftrefied  him,  whether  he 
bore  the  proftitutions  of  his  wife,  or  relinquiftied 
the  daughter  of  Auguftus.  Upon  his  return  there¬ 
after  from  Rhodes,  he  occupied  for  twelve  years 
the  Prince’s  family,  now  bereft  of  heirs,  and  nigh 
three  and  twenty  ruled  the  Roman  State.  His 
manners  alfo  varied  with  the  feveral  juntftures  of 
his  fortune :  he  was  well  efteemed  while  yet  a  pri¬ 
vate  man,  and,  in  difcharging  public  dignities  un¬ 
der  Auguftus,  of  fignal  reputation ;  covert  and 
fubdolous  in  feigning  virtue  fo  long  as  Germanicus 
and  Drufus  furvived ;  a  mixed  character  of  good 
and  evil  during  the  days  of  his  mother ;  deteftably 
cruel,  but  fecret  in  his  lewdnefs,  while  he  loved  or 
feared  Sejanus.  At  laft  he  abandoned  himfelf,  at 
once,  to  the  rage  of  tyranny  and  the  fway  of  his 
lufts  :  for,  he  had  then  conquered  all  the  checks  of 
fhame  and  fear,  and  thenceforth  followed  only  the 
bent  of  his  own  abominable  fpirit. 


End  of  the  First  Volume. 


